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‘Avalanche Warnmg issued for

Uttarakhand J&K, Hlmachal

5 : : by L o>

£4HT. COrrespundents g \( was thi ely cause of the fresh
i« mletters@hindustantimes.com S(K D SCIENTISTS SAID -spell of snewfall This could also
£ &ERE MAY BEA ..., . causelightrainoverisolatedpla-
§ DEHRADUN/DELHI The Natmnal 5 scesin Uttar Pradesh on Friday,
| ‘DisasterManagement Authority %gggﬁ%%‘é?}%é m leading to dense fog over the
¢ (NDMA)on Thursdayissuedan northern plains on February 2
| -avalanche warning for Uttara- FEQRUARY 2 AND 3 GF and 3 after the western disturb-
{ khandtill5pmonFriday. SADRN Noonrre ancepasses.

i Thewarnmg,ofdangerlevelz E” 2. 5 IMD scientists saldtheremay
r hasbeenissuedforareasabove =~ . S " bea‘‘temporaryfall”in tempera-
i 2500metresin Uttarkashi,Cham- fromthebitingcold. “ture onFebruaxyZandSbyabout
- ‘oli, Rudraprayag, Pithoragarh . “This year, in January itself, 2 3degrees. -

- ‘and Tehri Garhwal districts of -we have had snowfall on nine - Another western disturbance
i ‘Uttarakhand. A warning has  days,repeatinga2005-likesitua- is likely to bring widespread
| beenissuedforJammuandKash- tion when 3.6 feet of snow was  snowfalloverthe western Hima-
! mir and Himachal Pradesh as recordedinsixdays,”saidPuran  layanregiononandafterFebru-
P owell. Pandey,alocal businessman. ‘ary4. Thiswilllead towidespread
i Ava]anchensklsdeplctedona KN Swami, sub-divisional rainfalloverthenorthernplains
E‘ scale of1to5, startingfromlow  magistrate of Munsiyari, said = fromFebruary5to7. = -

¢ risk,tomoderatetoconsiderable = ‘snow-cutterswereat workona “Wearenotexpectingamajor
. tohightoveryhighrisk.Danger ~ 14km stretch from Ratapanito fallintemperaturein Delhiand

:‘: level2indicatesmoderaterisk.

] ‘Department (IMD) hasalsofore-

The India Meteorological

~ Munsiyari. #“We hope the road
“ can be reopened in another two_

the National Capital Region due
to the western disturbance.

: ~days,” hesaid. Nights will be relatively warm,
¢ castverylighttolightrainfallor = = TheIMD has predicted wide- ,dayswillbechilly. Thefallintem-

i :snowfall at'a few places in'the spread,andevenheavy;snowfall = perature will betemporary. But

i ‘hillsin Uttarakhand. nsomepartsofthewestern Him-  there may be heavy snowfallin

L, Munsiyari town in Pithora- alayanreglon ond anuary 3land many parts of Uttarakhand,
fgarhdistricthasbeeninfiegrip - JammuandKashmirand Hima-
There could also be rain and cchal Pradesh on January 31and

%,Qf extreme weather conditions
for 11 days now. With sub-zero
‘temperaturesleadingtoroadclo-
[sure andavirtualshutdown, the
people havebeen grapplingwith

1+ ashortage of groceriesand other
L essentla] commodltles apart

S« Lol 5

_thundershowersin somepartsof

the northwestern plains durmg
thisperiod. -

JInits bulletin, the IMD said a
“western disturbance with its

induced cyclonic circulation”

February1,”said MMohapatra,
director general of meteorology
atIMD.

Theminimum temperatureon
January 31 in Delhi was 8.2
degrees.
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CLEANENG YAMUNA

"To ﬁght pollutlon in Yamuna river, Delhi

- 1oydeep makur@hﬂwe com

 NEWDELHE The Delhi government

s planning to rope in religious

« leaders to spread awareness on

‘therisinglevels of pollutionin the
Yamuna river — considered
-scared inHindumythology.

- Plans are also afoot to set up

-special receptacles on bridges
~ from where people dump puja

- /itemsinfotheriver.

. The ‘suggestion came from
Manish Sisodia, deputy chief

“minister of Delhi, on December
24 20181nameetlnghe1dw1ﬂ1the :
- National

Green - Tribu-

{ nal(NGT)-appointed Yamuna

1 ‘giousleadersofall religions who

canbeusedtoconvey abouthow

\households and eventually the

; xdeparhnenthasbeen tasked Wlth,

_thematter.

" pollutionmonitoring committee.

| . *“The deputy chief minister
suggested a meeting with reli-

=’

Thls is mdeed a good step. Butwe should also keep
“inmind that amajor portion of theri river’s pollution

carry sewage
VIKRAM SONI expertonYamuna :

-comes from the mdustnal waste and drains that

remdenhalcolomescontnbuteto
the pollution, with each family
must avoid,” mentioned the

recordednotesofthediscussions
held in the meetinglastmonth. = -
- The note has been submitted to

the NGT earlier thismonth.
The environment and forest

_ Sisodia, however dldn t.

“less than 2% of theriver’s entire
-stretch, Delhi accounts for

around 70% of the river’s total
pollution.

_petitionsamongschool children
- onthebanksoftheriver andset-

respond tophone callsormessa- -

gesforcommentsince Thursday.

- Eventhoughthestretchofthe
Yamuna between Wazirabad
Barrage and Okhla baragge is

tingup collectionpointsat Wazi-

rabad, ISBT, Signature Bridge,
leamuddmg ‘Bridge with the
help of NGOs. These are where
Delhiites dump puja items into
theriveralmosteveryday.
“Permanent boards would be

putup atprommentplaces atthe

\ﬁ\

‘The govemment hasalso sug— -
gested organisingpaintingcom-

in the

Depcan Chromc
-DCCCQ,‘) 'f“n:l'a

Times of india {A)

Business standard .
" The Economic Times

ovt hkely to rope in rehgmus leaders

’T:JoydeepThakur

entrypomts ofthebndges urging
people to use the special puja
samagri receptacles,” said the
record note.

Effortstoconverttheretrieved
waste into agarbattis (incense
sticks)and otheruseful products
‘would be promoted by the gov-
rernment.

“Thisisindeeda good step.But
weshould alsokeepinmindthat
amajorportionoftheriver’spol-

- lution comesfrom the industrial
‘wastesand drainsthatcarry sew-
_age,” said Vikram Soni, a profes-
-sor of Physics in Jamia Millia
Islamia and an expert on the
‘Yamuna 3

~Earlier, the NG’I‘-appomted

‘panel had suggested that the
-authorities explore the possibil-

ity of artificial ponds and pits to
immerse idols before

‘announcingaban on domg 1t in
the Yamuna :
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Cold blast brings US to a standstill

BEATS ANTARCTICA Record low
temperatures claim 12 lives, trigger
emergency situation across the Midwest

» efers@hindustanfimes com

ATLANTA/CHICAGO/NEW YORK: The
blast of Arctic air that brought
record-breaking cold, causing at
least a dozen deaths and cancel-
ling or delaying thousands of
flights in the US Midwest, spread
eastward on Thursday, bringing
frigid misery tothe Northeast.
Aforecastfor warmer weather
by the weekend offered little com-
fort to those enduring icy condi-
tions, brutal winds and tempera-
turesaslow asminus 34 Celsius.
“This morning is some of the
coldest of the temperatures
across the Upper Midwest, and
we still have some dangerous
wind chills,” Andrew Orrison, a
forecaster for the National
Weather Service, said. In Minne-
sota and Upper Michigan, tem-
peratures willbe at minus 29C on
Thursday, forecasters warned.
The bitter cold was caused by
displacement of the polar vortex,
a stream of air that normally
spins around the stratosphere
over the North Pole but whose

current wasdisrupted. It pushed
eastward and states including
Massachusetts, New York and
Pennsylvania experienced bit-
terly cold temperatures. The
overnight low in Boston was at
minus 21C, according to the
National Weather Service.
“This morning is the worst of
the worst in terms of the cold,”
Orrisonsaid. “It'll be the coldest
outbreak of Arcticair (sofar this
winter)for the Mid-Atlanticand
theNortheast.” Ithasbeenmore
than20yearssince asimilar Arc-
tic blast covered a swath of the
Midwestand Northeast, accord-
ingtothe weather service.
Thecoldhascausedatleast 12
deaths since Saturday across the
Midwest, according to officials
and news media reports. Some

died in weather-related traffic |

accidents, othersfromapparent
exposure tothe elements.

Videos this week showed boil-
ingwater freezing asit was tossed
inthe air in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
and transit workers in Chicago
settingfireto traintrackstokeep
them from locking up.

CAVITY FOUND IN ANTARCTICA

WASHINGTON: Scientists from
NASA havediscovereda
gigantic cavity, almost 300
metrestall, growingatthe -
bottom of the Thwaites Gla-
cierin West Antarctica,
indicatingaccelerationin
rising global sea levels due
toclimate change.

Thesize of the cavity, at
Thwaites’ bottom where
ocean water could flow in
andmeltthe glacier from
below, is big enough tohave
contained 14 billion tonnes

ofice,

Importantly, mostof that
icemelted over the last three
years, the findings showed.

“The size ofa cavity
underaglacier playsan
importantroleinmelting,”
said lead author Pietro Mili-
lloof NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in California.

The cavity, reported in
the Science Advancesjour-
nal, wasrevealed by ice-pen-
etratingradarin NASA’s
Operation IceB;idge, IANS

Fromdeﬁth;%t cancellations, the Arctic cold blast

has ;at,fecteg daily ife in the US on multiple fronts

12deaths 6 states
Reported so far as a result of Recorded colder weather than
Antarctica on Wednesday:

North Dakota, South Dakota,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa
and lllinois. The South Pole
station registered a low of

139 million

Number of people in the US who
were under a wind chill warning

issued by the government -32 degrees Celsius
1,800 flights 16,000 people
Number of flights cancelled at Living on the streets of Chicago
Chicago's two major airports. are being moved to hundreds of
Countrywide, about 2,700 flights | warming centres opene:

were reportedly called off nationwide :

Vodka

Freezes solid at -35 degrees
Celsius, recorded in Fargo, North
Dakota, on Wednesday

Niagara Falls

Parts of the popular water falls
on the US-Canada border froze
into stillness

#Top: A man walks along the lakefront in Chicago on Wednesd%y'
centre right: A satellite image shows the polar vortex over the S
midwest and the Great Lakes region; right: Train tracks in Chicago
were set on fire to ensure they don't freeze. AGENCIES
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