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Unusual formation due to the ‘warming of the Bay of Bengal
basin’; protracted gestation could lead to it gaining strength

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
Cyclonic storm Fani, which
is lying about 600 km east of
Vishakapatnam and 800 km
south of Puri, is the first sev-
ere, cyclonic storm to have
formed in April in India’s
oceanic neighbourhood
since 1976, according to re-
cords from the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD).
While severe cyclones
(defined as generating maxi-
mum windspeeds of 89-117
kmph) can form any time,
they tend to be concentrated
in November — after the
monsoon — or around May,
when the monsoon prepares
to arrive in Kerala in June.

The head of IMD told The
Hindu that such quirks were
a consequence of global
warming. “This is a cyclone
that’s forming due to the
warming of the Bay of Ben-
gal basin... with global
warming we have to be pre-
pared for such occurrences
and take precaution accord-
ingly,” said K. J. Ramesh, Di-
rector-General, IMD. He said
that Fani, so far, was unlikely
to have an impact on the ad-
vent of the monsoon.

From 1965-2017, the Bay
of Bengal and Arabian sea
have collectively registered
46 ‘severe cyclonic storms.’
As many as 28 of them were
from October-December. Se-

ven of them have been in
May and only two — in 1966
and 1976 — were recorded in
April, data from the IMD’s
cyclone-statistics
shows.

Tropical cyclones in the
Indian neighbourhood be-
gin as ‘depressions’ or a gra-
dual build-up of warm air
and pockets of low pressure.
About 35% of such forma-
tions intensify to ‘cyclones’
and only 7% intensify to ‘ve-
ry severe cyclones’. About
20-30 severe tropical storms
occur around the world ev-
ery year.

The IMD ranks cyclones
on a 5-point scale with the
mildest at 62-88 kmph and
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Rough waters: Fishermen trying to control their boat near the
Chandrabhaga beach in Puri, Odisha. =siswaransan rout

the strongest, a ‘super cy-
clonic storm’, at 221 kmph).
Cyclone Fani is expected to
graduate to an ‘extremely
severe cyclonic storm’ by
Wednesday and make land-
fall in Orissa (as a very sev-

ere cyclonic storm) by May
4, according to an evening
forecast by the IMD on
Tuesday.

“It is very likely to move
northwestwards till May 1
evening and thereafter re-

curve north-northeastwards
and reach Odisha Coast by
May 3 afternoon with maxi-
mum sustained wind of
speed 170-180 gusting to 200
kmph,” the IMD statement
notes.

Meteorologists also point
to Fani’s protracted gesta-
tion. The storm had been
building up since April 25
and is expected to make
landfall, according to cur-
rent models, only after May
3. “Nearly 10 days is an ex-
tremely long period,” said
Mr. Ramesh. On an average,
tropical cyclones form and
make landfall in less than a
week.

Satheesh Shenoi, Direc-
tor, INCOIS (Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services), a research un-

it responmble for r.rackmg

the oceans, said that Fani’s
slow progress — it is now
moving at 11-18 kmph — was
also a matter of worry as the
longer it hovered in the
ocean, the more moisture
and energy it gained from
the ocean and the stronger
its impact along the coast.

“For now, models suggest
that waves as high as 6.3 m
are possible in the ocean un-
der the influence of the
storm,” he told The Hindu.

Heavy rains are expected
in north Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha and light rains in|
West Bengal under the in-
fluence of the cyclone.
Strong winds are expected
in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pudu-
cherry and south Andhra.
Fishermen ' ave been ad-
vised to stay, .vay from th
sea.
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Cyclone ‘ani' is llkely to
. intensify into an 'extremely
| severecyclonicstorm'bylate
night and can hit the Odisha
_coast by Friday afternoon,
the India Meteorological
' Department said Tuesday.
~ Inits 12 pm bulletin, the
CycloneWammg Divisionof
- theIMD said Fani (pronounced
-as Foni) lays over southeast -
B andad)mnmgsouthwestBay
1+ ofBengal, about 830 kmnear-
. lysouth of Puri (Odisha) and
- 670 km south-southeast of
Vlshakbapatnam (Andhra.
f Pradesh) and about 680 km
¥ northeastoflifmcomalee{Sn
- Lanka :

Vi
© “Itis very hkely to mten

ingthenext12 hours.Itisvery
likely to move northwest—
1y :

~ gustingupto 100kmph. In case
ofan 'extremelysevere cyclonic
- storm’, the wind speed goes
ti;ée into the sea, the Union - upto170- -180kmph and could
“Home Ministrysaid on Mon- ~gain the speed of 195-200
day. The wind speed of a km_ph :
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: Punegaon(Nashlk) | Méharashtr govérn—
Pnnpalg;wnGhodandTemghar ment. The immediate

odderforcaiﬂefor i
two months, prowded
ere is a good monsoon -
| . inJune. Othenmse, t,he
- administration mayneed
to take drastic steps for
-|  four months, including
. providingemploymentin
. drought-affected areas
: illic + under MNREGA. The ex-
icmetres live water stock out of ‘penditu;
: atmal4,193.26rmlhont:ublcmeL 1h 1 igatios
t?sstomgecapac{ty ,wouldfrequiremorefundv g
t, this is marginally be that - mobilisation. ;
é’styear’sZﬂZpercenr rded .
- around this ume. -
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ALOK DESHPANDE 3

iU MUMBAI

A leading water expert has
questioned the govern-
ment’s report on ‘Auditing
of Irrigation Projects in
Maharashtra State’ consi-

dering the lack of a ‘water

budget’.
Pradeep Purandare, a

- water expert and former*

professor at Water and

i Land . Management Insti-
tute (WALMI) has written -
to the chief auditor point-

_ing out that, “water audit

at present has become a
farce in absence of water
budget, measurement of

Water aucht 1s 1 farce 1

water, area u'rlgated and
other relevant parameters
including water account at

irrigation division” .

Water auditing is being

" done since 2003-04 and

this is the fourteenth re-
port where analysis and

evaluation of available da-
ta.on 2504 projects: 1s :be-)

ing conducted.
- “If one reads between
the lines, it is crystal clear

that water budget (Preli-

minary Irrigation Pro-
gram, PIP) is not prepared
in most of the projects.

_And wherever PIP-is pre-—

pared, it is prepared me-

chamca]ly to finish off an

“annual ritual,” said the let-

ter.
- Mr. Purandare said the

- 'water budget is one of the  °

most crucial parts in any
irrigation 'project, as it
Pplans the availability of wa-
ter for a particular sector.
“Whenthe basics are not
ready, how is an audit be-
ing done?” he asked.
‘In his letter, Mr. Puran-
dare points out that theft
‘and unauthorised use of
water is rampant in the
State and if not considered -
in the audit it makes the re-
port lose its credibility.

)
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