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ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 2.

LAST WEEK, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister E K
Palaniswami wrote to the Prime Minister
urging him to stop the process of a feasibility
study for the Mekedatu dam project.in
Karnataka. The study has been cleared by the
Central Water Commission (CWC), which
has also asked for a detailed project report.
Alook at the controversy and how it affects
the two states differently: A

The project -

Being set up by the Karnataka govern-
ment, the project is near Mekedatu, in
Ramanagaram district, across the river
Cauvery from Tamil Nadu. Its proposed ca-
pacity is 48 TMC (thousand million cubic
feet).Its primary objectiveis tosupply drink-
ing water to Bengaluru and recharge the

groundwater tablein the region. In November

2014, the Karnataka govemrrient invited ex-
pressions of interest in the Rs 6,000-crore
project. In its 2015 Budget, it allocated Rs 25
crore fora detailed pro;ect report.

Tamil Nadu vs Kamataka :

Tamil Nadu has moved the Supreme
Court: Its main argument is that the project
violates the final award of the Cauvery River*
Water Tribunal, and that the “construction of

the tworeservoirs would resultin impound- -

ing of the flows in the intermediate catch-

mentbelow the Krishnaraja Sagarand Kabini

reservoirs, and Billigundulu in the common

border of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu”.
: In Karnataka’s defence of the project,
Water Resources Minister D K Shivakumar:

said Tuesday (following the CWC decision):

“The project will not come in the way of re--
- leasing the stipulated quantum of water to

Tamil Nadu, nor will it be used for irrigation
purposes. We are ready to hold talks with

“Tamil Nadu on this. The next course of action:

will be decided at a meeting called by the

 Chief Minister onDecember6.” -

Dam politics’

Tamil Nadu saw massive protestsin 2015,
including a state-wide bandh backed by po-
litical parties, farmers, transport unions, re-
tailers and traders. The Assembly also
adopted a unanimous resolution urging the
Centre to stop Karnataka from building the

The Economic Times
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dam in Karnataka bothers 1 arml Nadu:

project. Ahead of the 2016 Assembly pollsi in
Tamil Nadu, Captain Vijayakanth of DMDK
led a delegation of Opposition leaders to
meetthe Prime Minister against Karnataka's
decision toallocate Rs 25 crore for a feasibil~
ity study. From Karnataka, then Chief

. Minister Siddaramaiah led an all-party del=
~ egation to the Prime Minister seeking the |

Centre's cooperation in going ahead. The is-

~ sue can potentially take centre-stage in the

2019 Lok Sabha campaign.

What next

‘The process cleared by the CWC needs
further clearance from the Cauvery Water
ManagementAuthonty (CWMA) too, ac+

~ cording to a senior official with CWMA!

Expertswith the authority said that the CWC g
clearance is for a report subject to certain
conditions; which include the concerns
raised by the Tamil Nadu government. “Thel
detailed report has to consider the views of

the co—basm states as well " the ofﬁaal saxd
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iew of . 2109 Gener-
! NDA govern—

utary~—l;heYamuna'—~wh1¢h
dlscharges filth mto it =
The National Mlssmn for

t Clean Ganga (NMCG), a body
- of the Water Resources Min-

. istry, has approved 10 big sew-
i erage projects worth Rs 1,573
" crore, including for Agra
- which is the nerve-centre of
- Yamuna’s pollution, and for
. Paonta town in Himachal.

The 1,376 km-long Yamuna

‘fomgmates from Yamunotri
- glacier in Uttarakhand, and
| passes through Haryana,
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
where it merges with the
. Ganges at Triveni Sangam

cond largest trib-

(at Prayag m Allahabad) a
site for Kumbh Mela. Bulk of

the prOJects approved are for
Agra city forwhich a compre-

hensive - sewerage solution
has been: planned :
“These projects are e}gpect—
ed to dras'acallyreduce pollu-
tion load from Agra city into
Yamuna and consequently
help to save TaJ Mahal and
nnprovement of _the river
water quality, ground water
quaJlty and overall aesthetics
of the. area,” a mlmstry offi-
cial said. Agra isthe pohtlcal

‘and cultural heartbeat of

Western UP Also it is one of
the most pollutmg centres of
Yamuna which carry the
city’s waste and drain them
intothe Ganga. ,

. Besides, Kasgang and Sul-

'tanpur in Uttar Pradesh and

four cities in Bihar are other
locations where the pro_]ects
will be unplemented
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E__Ammoma level -
‘spikes in Yamuna

to hit water supply

'HT Correspondent

» hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Water supplyinlarge

parts of the national capital,
including central and south

' Delhi, would be hitover thenext

two days atleast due to high
level of pollutants in the
Yamuna.

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)

' | saidithadtoshutdownitsthree

kﬁ.“ P

g s has

water treatment plants (WTPs)
after level of ammonia shot up

. | inthe Yamunaon Sunday.

“Due to discharge of high
level of pollutants from Hary-
anain River Yamunaat Wazira-
bad, production of water at
three WTPs-Wazirabad, Chan-
drawal and Okhla — had to be

| ‘stopped. There would be no

water in central Delhi, north
Delhi, parts of south and west
Delhi and the whole of New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC),” said a statement
issued by the DJB on Sunday.
TheDJBhasurgedresidents
to store water and use it judi-
ciously till conditions become

normal. Watertankers wouldbe

available at 1916, 23527679,
23634469, and 1800117118.
While WTPs can treat up to

| 0.9 parts per million (ppm) of
| Ammonia, thelevel of Ammonia

shotupto1.4ppm on Sunday aft-
ernoon, the water utility said.
Dinesh Mohaniya, DJB vice
chairman, said, “The situation
had worsenedinthe early hours
of Sunday whenammonialevel

had shot up to nearly 1.7ppm

around 1am. Conditions, how-
ever,improved later duringthe
day as the concentration of
ammonia dropped. Water sup-
ply is likely to be restored by

2 Monday morning as the WI'Ps

are running but with reduced
capacity.”

T

A JALBOARD OFFICIAL

SAID SUPPLY WOULD BE
HIT OVER THENEXTTWO
DAYS IN CENTRAL DELHI,
NORTH DELH, PA'FTS OF

He said that out of the total
900 MGD of water that is pro-
duced every day by the water
utility, there is only ashortage
0f50-60 MGD, asthe WTPs could
notbe operated on full capacity.

Residents, meanwhile, com-
plained thatthey didn’tget ade-
quate water supply on Sunday

“evening.:

“Usually we recelve Water
supply twotimesaday—morn-
ing and evening. On Sunday,
however,even though the sup-
ply wasnormalin the morning
hours, it was heavily curtailed

‘inthe evening. Usually weget 45
“minutes of water supply. Buton

Sunday evening we gotonly just
10 minutes of supply,” said
Sourav Chatterjee,aresident of
CRParkinsouthDelhi. "~

*This, however,isnot thefirst
time that water supplyisbeing
hit because of rising levels of
ammonia in the river. “This
happens almost every winter
resulting in a blame game
between the two states. A simi-
lar situation cropped up on
November 20thisyeartoo,” said

- aDJB official, who didnot wish

tobeidentified.:

The official said that a lot of
industrial waste is flowing
down the Panipat dye drain,
whichin turnis pushing up pol-
lution levelsin the Yamuna.

“Ifsituations donotimprove
wewould have toapproachthe
National Green Tribunal,”said

‘aDJBofficial.

P
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sit “the shrme every
_Maharash‘cra s rich-
est shrme, the mazaar of
ilSm Baba on_ which the
_temple stands _attracts

around 30 lakh devotees
_on festlva‘l =days like Ram

; 'rnment has got the s‘cate s
ichest religious body, the
hirdi Saibaba Trust, to give

it an interest-free loan of Rs
' 500 crore without. any repay-
ke _ment schedule, accordlng to
E sources here. .

* The funds will he lent to the
Godawan Marathwada Trri-
i gatlon Development Corpo-
i ration that has undertakenan
g‘irriga’cion project in Ahmed-

nagar district where the
§ shrlne islocated. -
| “The entire district wﬂl get
% drinking and irrigation water
| through canals from Nil-
. wande dam to be built using

Navami, accordmg to the
state govemment rE
Ofﬁc1als said this was one

.of several ‘projects bemg
" funded by the shrine trust.

It had earlier provided a Rs

50-crore loan for the con-

struction of ‘an airport at
Shirdi that began operations

“earlier this year. It also pro-
wvided Rs 71 crore to upgrade
facilities at several state-run

medical colleges in and
around the town. :
The shrine, which has an

[ Rs 500 crore approved by efit” Dr Suresh Haware, BJP. According to Haware, annual income of around Rs

| Saibaba Temple #Shirdi to chairman ofthetrustsaidina  the funds will be used to 700 crores holds more than

" Govt of Maharashtra, Public  message on Twitter. improve facilities for the Rs 2,100 crore in fixed
money for use of public ben- Dr Haware belongs tothe large number of pilgrims deposits. :
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water supply

<HT CDrrespondent

. htreporlers@hlndustanhmes com

oy 'NEW DELHI The Delh1 govern-

ment has once again
approached the Supreme Court
withapleatodirect Haryanato
‘maintain constantsupply from
.the Yamuna to meet the drink-
-ingwaterneedsofthe resments
ofthe Capital. - £
The fresh application was
taken up by a bench of justices -
MB Lokurand Deepak Guptaon
Friday. However, a detailed

~hearingcould not take placeas

‘Haryana askedformore timeto
respondtotheapplication. The
atter was then adjourned to
ext week.

~ Theapplication comesinthe
wake of Haryana raising a bill

- X70 crore towards the supply of

ater made to Delhi. The bill,
e application says, is for the
eriod of 1997-2015 on the basis
f the committed quantity of

- 1,507 cusecs perday. Theletter
_sentby Haryanaalsothreatens
¥ to disrupt drinking water sup-
¢ ply, unless Delhi purchases

amunawater fromit.
Regeneration flows in

. Yamuna has been cited as
- another ground by Haryana to

reduce supply of water.
\\\\\ Initsplea,filed through advo-

b cate Chirag M Shroff, the Delhi
' governmentsaid thatHaryana

' should be ordered to supply an

S—

e

P

. additional 120 cusecs of water,
¢ “viatheriverroute, ‘towardsthe
- 450 cusecsrequired atthe Wazi-

rabad pond or reservoir’, with-
out affecting the total
supplyof 1,’133 cusecs of water to :
Delhi.  *

-The plea further goes on to
cite 'the agreements
entered between Delhiand Har-
yanain the pastand said thelat-
ter was under obligation to fol-

~lowit.

“Becausein view of the afore-

‘said binding position on all the

parties the respondent state
(Haryana)isbound tomaintain
the position of supply, for the
drinking water requirement of
Delhi, which is approximately
1,133 cusecs, ”read the applica-
tlon

SEL
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'Kerala floods led to most casualties among \c,>
;extreme global events in 2018 climate report '

' EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
1 PUNE, NOVEMBER3O ;

THE DEVASTA'HNG Kerala floods

ﬁ caused the maximum number of ca-
. sualties globally among the extreme
, . weather eventsthisyear, according to
! areport released Thursday by the
{ World Meteorological Organization

(WMO) The State of Global Climate

+ 0f2018 reportalsonotedmatthxsyear

£ . was the fourth consecuuve warmest -

. year globally.
,e - “Kerala suffered the worst ﬂood
i since 1920s, dlsplacmg more than 14

million people from thexr homes and

5 affectmg 54 rmlhon," the report says
Othereventsthathadhighcasual- -

ties were floods in Japan, Korea, and
Nigeria, and a heatwave in Pakistan.

_ The report said that the maximum .
. economic burden was caused due to .
‘Hurricane Florence that hit the US in

September, with the Kerala floods es-

. timated to have caused the fourth -

highest economiclosses globally.

erage of 53 tropical cyclones reported
annually, the year 2018 till November

20) saw 70 cyclonic storms. Most of

thesewerereported fromall fourbas- -
~ 1ins of the northern hemisphere, the

WMO report highlighted. As a result,

- In comparison to a long-term av-

' heatwaves anddroughthltlarge parts

of Europe during 2018 summer.
Out of the 17.7 million Internally
Displaced Persons, 2.3 million people

‘weredisplaced due todisasters linked
to weather.and climate events as of
-September 2018.

Thereportalsonoted that20 ofthe

_mostwarmestyearstecorded werere-

ported during the last 22 years, with
2015, 2016,2017 and 2018 being the

‘most warmest years to be ever
~ recorded. “Global mean temperature
-during January to October 2018 was
~098degreavsnmavanat|onof012de—

grees, above the pre-industrial base-
lme(1850—1900) "the reportstated

7
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week that Sisamau, Kanpur’s *

¢ dirtiest drain, has finally been totally di-
verted to seyage treatment plants—sparing

the holy Ganga 14 crore litres of effluent and -

.\ chemicalladenwastewater every day-—came:

asashock tome. First; becauseitisunimagi- -

" nable that sucha drain was allowed to exist

for 128 years and second, that we as anation

- aresoblasea aboutcertamkmds of] pollutmn
Residents ofIndian metrosarenow hypel
i ventilating about air pollution, berating
| farmers for burning stubble, fulmmatmg
aboutfirecrackersandas
for tips on which air purifier to buy. And
yet there is a relative silence about water
pollunou though usable water: threatens 0
_ become the flashpoint of the future. What
“crisisneedstooccar before we wakeup to
this danger?
“Gardensinthe verda.nt enclave of Lutyens
Delhi have been watered by the Yamuna for

© decades, buttoday whatcomesoutofthehose--

+ pipesnotonlysmellsputrid, itleavesawhite
foamonflowerbedsandlawns.Comparisons

I to the poisonous, spumy lakes of Bengaluru
. arenotunwarranted. Evenimagesofwomen

,generalandstatee CLions-

Af we Indlan had a llttl

performmg ‘ChhatPuJ ina th htemngly

frothy Yamuna doesn’timpacf. -
TheSisamaudrain issueisac:

indeed. Kanpur'smainbricl

Raj. Precious little was done toaugment the

‘systempost1947thoughﬂ1e01tyexper1enced’_

11y asa hub for the very pol-

34
‘lutmg business of tanneries. The result was

that effluent-laden water clogged treatment
plantsand overﬂowed intothe Ganga.

uncaring butwhy did we allowsuch crimi-
nalneglectfordecadesafterIndependence?
Politicians and their supporters can spar
aboutthe‘failure’ of the Ganga Action Plan

or its successor Namami Gange, but the

fact s, if citizens sit back and donothing,
thereisneverany impi etus—except before
actually get
thingsmoving.

- Historyisalsoa hone of pohncal conten
tion these days but perhaps if we Indians
_hadalittlemore knowledge ofand pridein .
-ourlegac;

wouldnotbe sounmoved by

itionarytale T
d edsewerage
 systemwasmostly built during the British

conservatmn 3
“A'Pimesof! Indlareportth_lsMay saxdthata
group of engineers and archaeologists from
Gandhinagar using groun penetrating
radar (GPR): d,lscpvered anin ite water
ibution system in the Harappan-era
town. of Dholavira in Kutch. So; 5,000 years
ago, our ancestors built a network of pipes,
checkdams, reservoirs, channels, drainsand. é

filtration unitstoensure pure water supply m

- Backthentheydidn'thave polluting indus- %
triesbutthey didhaveto dealwithsiltladen = =
floodwaters of the Manhar river. Instead of =

‘letting it clog pipes, they divertel

s
water through aseriesofsmall tankswhere
thesiltwouldsettle, Jetting clearwaterflow
into the main city reservoirs foruse by the
population. Andallthiswas conceptuahsed
and executed without ‘modern’ technology.

‘Besides this, ancient Indians also studied

Actlon Plan orits succeSsor Namaml Qange, but lf

_cmzens sit back a_nd do no;hmg th

ere is never any ‘

< RUB LU ERRERS 1434 5148 IS RS a s 5 oSy A 42300454301 K445

. thevelocity nf the rwermnon spate permds

_and designed channels in such a way that
“ the speed wasreduced bef

itflowed into
Dholavira'seasternreservoir. And contrast

. this with thefact thatthe force of Sisamau’s .

‘dirty waterhamperedeffortsby ourmodern
engineerstoeutit offfromthe Ganga anddi-
vert it to thesewage treatment plants!.

Lack of foresight about ecology was ap- -
‘parent in the fin:

Emphasis on stee ,huge
dams’ pro;ectsandother‘templesofmodem 49
India® wlthoutmuch

wasnotonly thefaultofpoliticians. Eventhe -

intelligentsiaofvarious hueswentalong with.
itand are now perhapsruingtheir naivete,*
Dalhx is India's most polmcally powerful

 city; Bengaluruis the

leader. And yet water

" Lutyens'Delhi eliteshave doneashtﬂeébout

foamy Yamunalawn wateras Bengaluru's IT
enabled knowledgearistocracy aboutfrothy
lakes. Kanpur’ stanneryowners canscarcely
beexpected tobe morecivieminded.  © ©
The CAG report on the Ganga shows that -
states alongitsbanks have been conspicuous-
Ay tardy in spending funds allocated to con-
ainand treatraw sewage, build treatment

s plants and relocate polluting industries. No . ;
 wonder other Sisamau type drains flowun- -
“hindered intonotonly the Ganga but count- . -

Jess other ““revered” rivers across India: We

mdlfferent modern ans aretoblame
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