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ﬂycloﬁeapproachmg L
- Andaman and Nicobar

« KOLKATA: The Regional Meteoro-
Q\ Jogical Centre (RMC) Kolkata has
warned of heavy rains in Anda-
man and NicobarIslands due to
approachmgtroptcalcyclone :
; Pabuk’, which will emerge in the
Andaman sea on January5,an
- official said on Thursday. "Heavy
rainsare predicted inthe Anda-
man Islands from January 5-7. The
*tropical cyclonic storm ‘Pabuk'is
currently located above South
China sea, almost 1,500 km from
- Port Blair" said scientist AK Sen.
~The fishermen are advised not to
~ventureinto the Andaman Sea
from January4 e
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1000 litres of clean water daily, straight |

Jas;eev.ﬁandhiok@tlmesgroup,co

New Delhi: What was set up as
a pilot project to test how waste
water from Barapullah nullah
| could be treated is now genera-
ting almost 1,000 litres per day
| for the capital. This could incre-
! ase water production to 1 lakh
litres per day, in the next six
| months, say officials working
. on the project near Sun Dial
| Parkat SaraiKaleKhan. -
Part of the Local Treatment
| of Urban Sewage Streams of He-
) -althy Reuse (LOTUSHR) project,
[ a multitude of agencies and lo-
| cal bodies mcludmg IIT Delhi,
| NEERI, TERI and DBT-ICT
| Centre for Energy Biosciences
have been involved in the pro-
! ject, which is partnered by the
: Netherlands government.
Officials say the specialised
waste-treatment plant has pro-
ved to be extremely effective in
cleaning water directly from the
Barapullah drain, making it po-
table. The water is run through

differenttechnology phases with

9 the sludge and solid separated
) throughafiltration phaseand ca-
talytically thermo-liquified
technology developed by ICT.
Union enyironment and sci-

ence and technology minister,

Dr Harshyardhan who inaugu-
rated the project said the plantis

capable of producing 1 lakh lit-
res of clean water per day in the
next six months during which
biofuel can also be-generated
from the sludge. The minister
was speaking recently at an

eyent announcing plans for Ya-

muna Action Plan Phase-III.

waste treatment technology
plant in Sarai KaIe Khan

HOW IT’S DONE

» Water passed through diffe
filtration phases to produce
treated water, which is already
being used in nearby Iocatlonsg
daily activities

> 1,000 litres of waste water
being treated dally

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

The Times of India (A)
Business standard
The Economic Times

“We are already producing

1,000 litres per day of clean water
from the Barapullah drain and
thiscanbeused for several purpo-
ses, beitforirrigation, inparksor
daily use...the Barapullah nullah
can be ntilised to generate water

- for Delhi’s use,” said Vardhan.'

",

om drain

But officials said water qua-
lity ‘would gradually improve
to drinking standards. Immedi-

“ately, it would be available for

daily use and at parks.

" DDA has leased the 200 square-
metre area for a period of five ye-
ars, “Biofuel production is being
tested and can be ready in the next

- sixmonths,” said a government of-

ficial on condition of anonymity.
TERI researchers involved
in the prOJect said a survey car- *
ried out in the Barapu]lah area
in almost 400 households found
that people were still apprehen-

' sive about using treated water
for bathing or drinking, but

wanted to utilise it for ground-

_waterrecharge and gardening.

“We found that there was mo-
re willingness for low-contact ac-
tivities, but there was less accep-
tability for activities like was-

- hing, bathing or drinking. The
* idea under the project is to-take

the water quality to acceptable

-and even drinking standards so it

‘can have multiple uses,” said Joy-
ita Ghose, associate fellow, TERI.
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Envm)nment dept propeses to «

‘setup 'body to protect Weﬂandsb\

: Vatsala Shrangi
= vatmlashmngl@htﬁve com

NEWDELHI: TheDelhlgovemment’
environment department pro-
posestosetupawetland develop-
mentauthority— abodytolook

‘after the preservation and .

‘revival of water bodies in the

b ‘national Capital. Several ponds,

- johars,baolisandlakes mthemty :
~have either been encroached or

. beenturnedintodumpyards.

i ofpresemngandrestonngwet-
- landsinthecitylies withseveral

agencies,includingtheDelhiJal

' Board(DJB), DelhiDevelopment

| Authority (DDA), Public Works
- Department (PWD) and the

‘municipal corporations.
- The environment and forest
‘department is preparing a pro-

i posal, which will be introduced

‘beforethe cabinet. Delhi environ-

i ment minister Imran Hussain

 had in a meeting asked the -

‘department to come up with the
proposal attheearliest.

“Theplanforsettingupadedi- -

cated authority has been on the
cards for some time. A meeting

washeldonthematterand apro--

posalisinthe works. Theworkis

| ‘tobefast- -tracked sothatby sum-

Ttisawelcome step.
However, it must start

":;WIfh demarcatmg the
wetland area, asmostof
them have vanished or
 becomepolluted.

FAIYAZ A KHUDSAR, scientist

- mer, atleast some are revived,”
‘Currently, the responsmlhty :

saida semor Delhl government

“official. -

- The NatmnalGreen Tribunal

(NGT) had in a November 2018

order asked the government to

_expedite the setting up of the -
“authority, as revival of water

bodleswasneoessarytorecharge
groundwater. The move had

_come after the union environ-
~mentministryhadin September

2018 notified the Wetland (Con-
servation and Management)

‘Rules, 2017-which stipulate set-

tingup ofa wetland authorityin
allstates and unionterritories.
“Monitoring of wetlands was

-difficult due to multiplicity of

agencies,” the official said. Many

- water bodies such asjoharsand
“ponds are located across the
- urban-rurallocalities and villa- -

: Nﬂothl

_ gesonthefringe of the city.
However, expertsclaimed that
_of the over 1,000 water bodies

- across Delhi;morethanhalfhave

_ driedup or havebeen converted

intodumpyards.

“Itlsaweloomestep However

et st with demarcating
* ~thewetland area,asmost ofthem,
- including those around the

Yamuna, have vanished or

.become polluted because of

unchecked encroachment. Those
invillagesandillegal colonies, for
lack of proper drainage system,
have turned into dumpyards,”
said Faiyaz A Khudsar, scientist
in-charge of the Yamuna Biodi-

- versityPark. .

Hesaid that for any c1ty wet-
land is a lifeline, as they help in
maintaining the ecological flow
oftheriver,recharge groundwa-

‘terand aquifers as well as serve
. -ashabitatfororganisms,includ-

ingmigratorybirds.

To deal with water scarcity
-and recharge groundwater, the
Delhi government had
announced in December 2018,
that it will revive 159 lakes and
water bodies in the city. It had

- sanctionedX77 croreforthecrea-

tion of two lakesi m Rohini and

F

The Economic Times
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