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- Alto help keep an eye on floodplain

ISRO Roped In; Drones Satellite Imagery To Stop Dumping Of Debris Along Yamuna

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A reportby an ex-
pert committee constituted
by the National Green Tribu-
nal says that drones, artificial
intelligence and satellite ima-
gery could be used to monitor
the pollution level of Yamuna
due to dumping of debris on
the floodplain, especially in
the Delhiportion.

To put a stop on encroach-
ment ‘'of vacant land, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA)hastiedupwithIndian
Space Research Organisa-
tion’s (ISRO)regional remote
sensing centre. Itisputtingin
place a computerised system

~ todetectencroachmentusing

satellite images provided by
ISRO. If successful, the satel-
lite imagery could also be
used to monitor the Yamuna

File photo

DIRTY PICTURE: NGT’s expert panel said én awareness programme

must be organised to make people

realise the importance of the river .

floodplain, said the report by
themonitoringcommitteees-
tablished by NGT to monitor
theriver cleaning operation.
“In addition, artificial in-

telligence, aerial mapping or
drornes can also keep a track
of quantum and location of
debris being dumped. The is-
sué of monitoring encroach-

ment of vacantland usmg sa-
tellite imagery was taken up
with ISRO. DDA reported
that an agreement was sig-
ned on July 6, 2018 and it will
become operational by July 6,
2019,” said the report acces-
sed by TOL o

NGT chairperson Justice
AK Goel had set up the com-
mitteein July 2018 to monitor
the cleaning of the river. The
committee includes former
Delhi chief secretary Shaila-
ja Chandra and retired ex-
pertmember BS Sajwan.

The expert panel has also
recommended that an aware-
ness programme must be or-
ganised to make people reali-
sethe importance of theriver
as “it means nothing to the ci-
tizens as it is providing no-op-
‘portunities for cultural acti-
vities, leisure or recreation”.

“Efforts to convert the retrie-

“ved waste into agarbattis and

other useful products would
be promoted,” the report said.
The committee also sug-
gested that Delhi govern-
mentshould set ipa consorti-
um of NGOs and board mém-
bers of Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee to jointly
consider and approve small,
innovative projects.that co-
uld help reduce pollution. It
also said that enforcement
must be done to stop sale on
the bridges, which leads to
pollution of theriver.
“Building awareness re-
quires a beginning tobemade
with schoolchildren, which
could be handled with politi-
cal leadership as had been do-
nein campaigns forfirecrack-
ers and environmentally-safe
Holi colours,” the report said.
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NamamiGa

0f%2,300 crallotted
in2018-19, only
X700 crhas been used

SHREYA JAI
New Delhi, 2 February

The Centre and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who represents
Varanasi in the Lok Sabha, had made
cleaning up of the Ganga a key poll
promise in 2014. But over this fiscal year,
only one-third of the funds allotted for
the project has been utilised so far.

According to the Revised Estimates
2018-19 in the interim Union Budget
for 2019-20 presented in Parliament on
Friday, Namami Gange was allotted
2,300 crore. Of this, only 2700 crore
has been utilised.

Namami Gange was launched in
2014. Several initiatives were planned
such as sewage treatment, cleaning of
the river surface and ghats, redevelop-
ment of the riverfront and conserva-
tion of biodiversity.

The funds were allotted to states
through which the river passes:
Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand and

ed:
(New Delhi T s g
v eI runjab Kes

let et Bhagiraih /2

Hzndustan{ lind
Nev Bharei

i Hindu (N

{=nglish) & Fublicky &

&a) &)

Sewage infrastructure w13 31 20,033 3,934

Ghat/river surface deaningfriverfront development 64 31 1,242 790

Non-infrainstitutional development 18 1 1,086 42

Research & study 1 126 6.97

. Biodiversity 6 2 33.42 21

Afforestation/ecological task force/bioremidation/ 31 10-  1,426.26 1,020
construction of toilets

23,946.68 5,813.97

West Bengal. As many as 261 projects
were announced, but only 76 have been
concluded. The total expenditure till
date is35.979 crore — barely 23 per cent
of the ¥25,000-crore allocation.

Government officials said the num-
ber of sanctioned projects was “very
high”. The mechanism to award the con-
tract was complex.

“Some of the projects are to be imple-
mented by the central government,
some by the state governments, and a

All data till December 2018

few by private players. These have to be
awarded through a proper contract
process,” said a senior official.

The official said private playerssuch -

as Essel Infra, Shapoorji Pallonji, and
Adani Enterprises have been awarded
six cities by the Centre. The remaining
80 are supposed to be bid out by the
state agencies.

The Ministry of Water Resources is
headed by Nitin Gadkari, also in-charge
of inland waterways. A section of the

| %S/@»

Source: Namami Gange portal

Ganga is National Waterways Number 1.
The government has allotted another
700 crore for the next financial year. It
has also tried to raise money from pri-
vate players and public donations.

Recently, the government auctioned
gifts received by the PM, and the funds
from these will be added to the Clean
Ganga Fund (CGF).

Bu, this is not the first time that the
slow utilisation of funds to clean up the
Ganga has come to light. The

Current

nge moves in slow motion
= POE UNDE TE SCHEME

- ANumber - fompleted. Sanctioned
s 24 ‘amount “expenditure 4

Comptroller and Auditor General o
Indiaina2017 report also flagged this off

“A corpus of ¥198.14 crore (as of 3:
March 2017) was available in the CGF
However, Namami Gange could noi
utilise any amount out of the CGF,” the
CAG observed. Some sewage treat-
ment projects are funded by the World
Bank as well.

“Thereare close to 25 projects under
the hybrid-annuity model awarded
under public-private partnership (PPP)
with an estimated investment of $1 bil-
Lion. The government would give 40 per
cent capital cost and the balance would
be given as annuity over the period of
project depending on the performance.
The fund requirement is less in this,”
said a senior official.

Officials also said the fund availabil-
ity for the projects is sufficient for the
nexttwo years and all the projects will be
completed by 2020.

Sewage treatment is the largest proj-
ect component under Namami Gange,
with an allocation of €20,000 crore.

Utilisation, however, is only 20 per
cent. Bharatiya Janata Party-led Uttar
Pradesh has got the most (38,515 crore for
43 projects). Utilisation is dismal at 22
per cent.
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| recharging groundwateraquifersna-

- turally could sfill be done effectively

. inDelhiand other parts of the count-
! ryby simplymaintaining and rejuve-

. nating the lost wetlands, experts ob-
i served on Saturday—onthe occasion
of World Wetlands Day. Hundreds of -

~ scholars, scientists and conservatio-

o

~ re successful revival of waterbodies
has occurred in the past. Other loca-
| tionsin Delhi too saw a good respon-
' se,withexperts hlghhghtmgtheneed
fortheir preservation.

= m——

| researchersand nature enthusiasts
| about the importance of these wet-

lands. In NCR, not only are they

i ‘hubs for migratory and local birds

{ butare also natural ways to rechar-

« ge the groundwater tables. A healt-
¢ hy wetland draws:all sorts of wildli-
. feaswell,” said Faiyaz Khudsar, sci-
. entistin-chargeatYBP. -

1. ProfessorCRBabu, headof Cent-

re for Environmental Management
.. of Degraded Ecosystems; said that
- Delhi’s Neela Hauz Biodiversity

{ Park presents the ideal model fora
| “fully restored and functional wet-

" dand. “We have showcased how a

- constructed wetland model .can be
successfully carried‘out by using
water from an STP,” said Babu.

New Delhl Even ‘as water tables
i ‘drop around most parts of the world, -

* Hundreds of scholars, scientists and =~
- .conservationists came together on World

-~ Wetlands Day at Yamuna Biodiversity Park
| nistswereinattendanceatDelhi’s Ya- . 3
I muna Biodiversity Park (YBP), whe- -

““The idea is to educate chlldren ;

like appmaches thatfail

" DrGovind Singh, associated with

~ “Delhi Greens”, who has been study-

ing Delhi’s groundwater levels, says

“thecityis undergoing extremestress
‘at moment in terms of. Watersexn"ac
. tion.Dr Rajiv Kumar, vice chairman

atNiti Aayog, said wetland cons
tion efforts adopted in the cmgnry S0
far had a limited J.mpact lue 1o silo

convergence opportunities
According todata, wet]an’ﬁshold

~closeto5% of freshwaterinIndia. As

per Global Wetlands Outlook, betwe-

-en 1970 and 2015, inland and marine/

coastal wetlands both declined by

-approximately 35%, three times the

rate of forestloss. Experts, however,

- said thatbirdscanalspbeanidealin-
dicator of habitat with migratory

species still arriving in large num-

 bers this winter. “Places like YBP in

Delhi have recorded a significant in-
crease in the number of migratory
‘birds in its wetlands, including Red-

crested pochards,” said Khudsar.
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Govt's grand plan to clean up Yamuna:
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k babas, kids to spread the good wo

Recycling Of Dumped Puja Items And Stopping Of Agriculture On Floodplain Proposed

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com

Steps planned
New Delhi: Meeting with reli- e
giousleaderstomake themawa- g===== :
reof water pollution, awareness
campaigns for schoolchildren,
roping in NGOs for collection
points for puja items to recycle
these into incense sticks are so-
me of the steps planned by the
Delhi government to stop pollu-
tion in Yamuna.

In a recent meeting of the
two-member Yamuna pollu-
tion monitoring committee ap-
pointed by National Green Tri-
bunal, deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia agreed on an
awareness campaign against
agriculture on the Yamuna flo-
odplain and by “dissuading pe-
ople from eating such produce
as it leads to entry of toxins in
thefood chain”.

Enforcement action aga-
inst sale of such vegetables on
the Yamuna bridges across the
city will also be taken up by the
municipal corporations.

NGT in January 2015 had
prohibited farming on Yamu-
na banks, saying, “It is an es-
tablished fact that presently
vegetables, fodder grown and
allied projects at the floodplain

pollution

useful products
» Use special puja
material receptacles

convey messages on how
households and, eventually,
residential colonies contribute to

» Convert retrieved waste
into agarbattis and other

by Delki govt to stop pollution in Yamuna

HEADS
Director of education to plan
awareness campaign for
schoolchildren; organise painting
competition on Yamuna banks

OTHERS
» Consider innovative projects
to reduce pollution by utilise
puja remnants, plastic waste and | discourage agriculture on
other recyclable waste material #50dplain; enforze han on
retrieved from Yamuna s4le of vegetables rear river

0 set up coliection
points at Wazirabad,
ISBT, Signature Bridge
and Nizamuddin Bridge

» Organise public
awareness campaigns to

of theriverarehighly contami-
nated. Besides containing in-
gredients of high pollutants,
such produce is even found to
containmetallic pollutants.”
In areport submitted to the
green court this month, the pa-
nel of B S Sajwan and former
Delhi chief secretary Shailaja
Chandra said, “The committee
explained (to the Delhi govern-
ment) how there was an urgent
need to start awareness campa-
igns about the pollution in the
drains, waterbodies and Yamu-
na, which affects the quality of
life of citizens adversely. The
monitoring committee reques-
ted the deputy CM to start cam-
paigns to build public aware-
ness at the schoal-level, which
can be expanded to cover all or-
ganised and unorganised colo-
nies as a comprehensive appro-
ach tostoppingpollutionandal-
so rejuvenating the waterbodi-
es, outfall drainsand theriver.”
Sisodia suggested a mee-
ting with leaders of all faiths
who could convey messages
about how households and co-
lonies contribute to pollution
and how that could be avoided.
“The environment and fo-
rest department was asked to

conveneameeting withreligio-
usleaderson theurgentneed to
combat water pollution caused
by human activity which was
choking the drains... The de-
puty chief minister asked the
director of education to plan
an awareness campaign for
schoolchildren and in particu-
lar to organise a painting com-
petition on the banks of the Ya-
muna to enable children to in-
ternalise the message of clean-
liness starting with the home
but ending with a clean, flo-
wingriver,” the reportsaid.

The government will use
prominent NGOs to set up collec-
tion points at Wazirabad, ISBT,
Signature Bridge and Nizamud-
din Bridge that are today being
used to throw puja itens into the
river: Effortsto convert theretrie-
ved waste into agarbattis and
other useful products will bema-
de. Receptacles for puja items
will be specially provided at the
entries tothe bridges.

The committee has also
suggested that the government
should set up a consortium of
NGOs and board members of
DPCC to jointly consider and
approve projects that can curb
pollution and utilise waste.
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] Dangerous cold and heavy o ian weather offma!s
crippled ‘the northern US : issued warnings 0 eavy or )
this week, killing more than ry heavy rain and snow oV
dozen people and ammu and Kashmir and

frostblte roken bones, heart Himachal Pradesh, promptmg
: nchesamld

‘tures outdoors as colda
<53.9°Cin southern anesota
‘which can cause frostbite — -
‘the condition in which tissues
freeze -—\Mithln minutes

‘being seen by expert asa.
consequence of :hmate
‘«change. : ~cold spe1| inat! easﬁa years

Coldest February moming for Delh in five years
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Unveﬂmg the develepment

wvisionforthenextdecade,the
- government on Friday said it - .
would focus on 10 key areas
including job creation, phys-

. ical and social infrastructure

. building, pollution-free nation -

andcleanziversi™ . =
: PresenhnngeBudgetZOlS-
20, Finance Minister Piyush -

=

Goyallaid outvision for 10most

importantdimensionsin2030.
“Thefirstdimensionofthis

vision will be to build physi-
cal as well as social infra-
structure for a USD: 10-tril-

_.lion economy and to provide
_ease ofliving,” he said.

Ttwillcomprise, he said, next-

- .generation infrastructie of -
i roads, railways, seaports, air-
“ports, urban transport, gas
. and electric transmissionand
inland waterways.On thesocial

‘industriesand start-upsspread

mfrasmlcture&de, Goyalsald .

everyfamilywillhavearoofover

its head and will live ina -
healthy, cleanand wholesome
_environment. -

“We will also builda qual-

+ ity, science-oriented educa-

tional systemwith institutes of

excellence providingleadership
‘at the top,” he said. The other
_dimensions of the visions -
include creatingaDigitalIndia

reaching every sector of the

~ economy; makingIndiaapol-
lution-freenation; expanding

rural industrialisation using

- -moderndigital technologiesto
generate massive employ- -
- ment; space;and cleanrivers.

- Elaboratingonruralindus-

- ‘trialisation, hesaid thiswould
‘be built upon the Make in
India -approach to develop
grassroot-level clusters, struc-

tures and mechanisms encom-
passing the MSMEs, village

in the country.

‘Thefifth dlmensmnofthe
VlSlon for India 2030 is clean
rivers, with safe drinkingwater

| toalllndians andefﬁc1entuse 1

of water in irrigation using
micro-irrigation techniques.
““Our coastline and our |
oceanwaterspoweringIndia's
developmentand growthisthe |
sixthdimension of ourvision,” {
“he said, adding that makmg
India self-sufficient in food,
‘exportingto theworld tomeet
their food needs and produc-
ing food in the most organic
way isthe eighth dimension.
“Highfarm productionand |
productivity will be achieved /
- through modern agricultural

practices and value addition.-

Anintegrated approach towards -

~agro and food processing,

preservation, packaging and
maintenance ofthe cold chain
“willbeour focus of attenuon,
headded. :




Hindustan Times
Statesman
TheTi ime of In
indi a]’] ‘Express
Tribtine

dia (New Delhi)

and documeénted.at Bhagiraif

Hindusian (Hmm)
Nav Bharat

mmma}aétaamg&m

Times (Hmul)
Punjab Keshari {Hind))
TheHindu {New Dehi)
Rajasthan Patrike (Hindi)

in the

Decean Chronicle

25

OIS B T B TRDR

ToTeftel ot afteft, veroftah Eferd vaeret Bt BRE
Ud Sefdresidic ! 3ioff Ue U foieel fean

TRTA TS ST |
TS J we R SR s
o R W HeH WY A
3ITE ATl ST @ €, 9
T FE & ) E, A & A
21 364 Fal iR e woed! &5
50 WIwE feem %M TR F @
Z, ST Terst gl At o
2T ST T61 3 R e sy
55 WIS WA 2R 7

TG e A
AR FOR NEA T OITEE
el Wis 7 T TER H g
T S5 vegwr s 4 &
TR ST S T PR fe e
=71 foF 39 T W 3T T
SR sFEReT 2|
ot mER, TeE®! e
BT BEsl Bt & TT

e = el foh ST SN 1

¥ O 360 RIA Bl I’
, . ST 37 3 & B9 T
g @ S (e s TR~ @ & &X 2, el
giﬁmqgnﬂ & 51 Y& 9 a1 S el
sk e e Ryt
W wa e | fav
T F AR 25T T F g T A g

%1@@@%%%
% ogER fafem wovd ¥
mwm?@?m%
ToIT, hed Fa1 Fehdl € SR o
T % 3T i R e
S 7 W 2

%uﬁmgﬁaﬁaum

S0 = g o6 e Wed
12 A FT 3EF A 99 B
F fw fean T 3 e fv
(77 Wfea) = & 90 9§
AT HE, Wid W HARA
T T Al g ¥
fdté 2 3 o waferm st
FI 3% el Weha ¢ | UASTE A
1 fF 78 TR TR &
7 e = S
fiie 1 s ‘Al frrE
[k = wia K of < T
21 STt A SR & FrarE
éétﬁﬁﬂwqmmmHM?
T B FIEE U8 T
T 2751 X g% fAder fean

Deccean Herald
The Timss of India (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times

Haribhumi, Delhi\/



