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* NEWDELHI: ‘A tWo-membef com- -

y

Govt asked to setup early -

Warnlng system for Yamuna

Joydeep Thakur
= joydeep.thakur@htlive.com

mittee appointed by the National
Green Tripunal (NGT) has
directed the Delhi governmentto
set up an early warning system

¢ forthe Yamuna, whichcanalert

authorities when the level of
ammonia in the river water
-crossesthesafelimits dunngthe
wintermonths. - ;

* The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has been

- directed to submit a timeline by

whichthesystem could besetup.

- HThasacopyofthelettersentto

the authorities on Monday.

“On August29,2018, the moni-
toring committee in its meeting
with the Central Pollution Con-

| trolBoard (CPCB), Delhi Pollui-

tion: Control Committee: and

| ‘DelhiJalBoard, recognizingthe
recurrent problem of rise in

ammonialevelsin Yamuna, had
directed that an online monitor-

| ingsystemshould be installed for

monitoringlevels of; polhfﬁon in.

YamunaatPallaand Wazirabad.
_ Installation ofan onlinemonitor-

ing system would have immedi-

ately given advance warning to
the DJB and others to take cor-
rective measures. Regrettably,
the monitoring committee has
received nofeedbackfromDPCC

_onthis,”the letterissued by the -
committeeon Mondaystated. -

Thiscomesatatime when the

DJBhadtoshutdownthreewater -

treatmentplants (WTPs)on Sun-
dayafter concentration ofammo-

-niaintheriver water shotup at

least two times above the limit

thatcouldbeh‘eatedbytheireat« :

mentplants. =+~
“Why desmte the momtormg

‘committee’sdecisionof an online

systemforammoniamonitoring
hasnotbeeninstalledatPallaand
Wazirabad. The DPCC should

; also submit a timeline by which

such system will be installed,”
the detter, signed by Shailaja
Chandra and BS Sajwan, mem-
bersofthe NGT-appointed com-

mittee, stated. While Chandrais

the former chief secretary of

Delhi, Sajwanisaformer expeﬂ

member ofthe NGT. t

Meanwhile, the concentration
of ammonia in the river water
droppedfrom1.8ppmon Sunday
t00.2ppmonMonday.DJBwater

- dreatmentplantscanhandleupto

“0.9ppmofammoniainthewater.

- Theplantsneed tobeshutdownif
thelevel exceeds 0.9 ppm result-
inginwater crisisinseveralparts
ofthecity.

* “Situnations are normal now.

- Allthethree WTPs,whichhad to
beshutdown on Sunday,arenow
working. We are already moni-
toringthewater quality at Wazi-
rabad and Palla to check water
pollution,” said Dinesh Mohan-
iya, vice- chairman of DJB.

- Ateamcomprisingrepresent- .

_atives from CPCB and National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI)

hasbeen directed tofind outthe

/ sources of ammoma and ﬁle a
report - B el g
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IMD: Warmer winter

in store as El1 Nino ‘n/

/ANJALIMARAR
‘PUNE,DECEMBER 3

INDIA IS likely to experiencea

‘warmer winter for a second con-
secutiveyear due totheinfluence
of a brewing El Nino over the
PacificOcean, meteorologists said.

On Monday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)issued a statement, titled

‘Seasonal Outlook for

Temperatures’, stating that the on-
going winter season - to last till

‘February2019-will record above |

normal sub-divisional average
temperatures across allmeteoro-
logical sub-divisions.

ElNino is a climatic phenom-

enonthatoccursduetoanabnor-
mal warming of Pacific Oceanand
is known to impact global
weatherpatterns.El Ninohas had

adirectinfluence onmonsoonsin

JIndia - rainfall recorded during
‘such years have remained below
‘normal. A strong El Nino was re-
ported during 2014 and 2015.
“The Equatorial Sea Surface
‘Temperatures (ESSTs) recorded
from PacificOcean are above nor-
mal, but the atmosphere has not
shown any significant variations

»brews over Pacific |

correspondmgly A weak El Nino

_islikely to develop by the end of

winter, towards February 2019. At

-the moment, indications are that
‘it could be an El Nino event last-

ing for a short duration,”a senior
official from IMD, Pune, said.

- TheIMDidentifies Jammuand
Kashmir, Punjab, ‘Himachal
‘Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan, UP, Gujarat,
MP,  Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha

-and Telangana and meteorologi-

cal sub-divisions Saurashtra,

“Marathwada, Vidarbha and

MadhyaMaharashtraas Core Cold
Wave (CCW)zone.

‘Minimum temperature in 80
per cent of this zone, including
Punjab, Haryana, ‘UP Bihar,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, MPand parts

‘of Maharashtra, will remain be-
‘tween 0.50 degrees to 0.88 de-

‘greesabove normal thiswinter, a
‘Met official said. Below normal

“coldwave conditionswill also pre-

vail over thiszone during the sea-
'son, the official added.

Normal winter conditionswill
prevail over Jammuand Kashmir,
Himachal  Pradesh  and
Uttarakhand inthe CCW zone, the
official said.
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