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i TIME§ NEW‘ NETWORK ’{l} <
?‘_ New Delhi: A committee appo-
i inted by the National GreenTri-
{ bunal to monitor the Yamuna
i clean-up has termed the Uttar
| Pradesh authorities’ approach
{ito the river rejuvenation as
¥ "‘highlyunsatisfactory”.

i The monitoring committee
+-said with “utmost regret” that
| the response of Uttar Pradesh,
 from the time the order dated Ju-
{1y 26 was passed by the tribunal,
' had been “highly unsatisfacto-
{“ry” despite repeatedlettersto'ﬂlé
! ‘state chief secretary, followed up
¥ by phone callstohisoffice.

- “The secretary of -environ-
i ‘ment and forests department,
. UP, was told over phone on ‘two
! occasionswhatwasneeded (tobe
| ‘done to clean up the Yamuna),”
% the monitoring committee said
; mitsrgponsubnﬁttedtoNGT

B e

N T panél diSéi)I)Ointed;
UP response to Yamuna ey

‘ving engineers, which not only

. creates a conflict of interestbut -
. is(also)contraryteﬂleorders'of {

+he tribunal that had ordered

~ constitution of afull-timemoni-
‘toring committee,”itsaid.

NGT chairperson Justice AK

* Goelhad set up the committeein -

~ July to monitor the cleaning of

- the river.The panel comprises

former -Delhi chief ~secretary

- Shailaja Chandra and retired ex- -
- pertmemberB S Sajwan. Theex-
fpentpanelalscsaidthereneedsto i

e clarity on the demarcation of
& ;ﬂleﬂoodplainbetweenUttarPra-

. deshand Delhi. Itsaid theissues

~.of floodplain demarcation and

_rejuvenation was discussed ata_
~ meeting with the principal secre- -

resentgtives onNovemberl.

f-‘ff‘hé’monﬁéfiﬁg,c’omnﬁttee "
for the state was constituted on-
: ilyon‘Octoberl’?,co'mprisingsen :

tary of Uttar Pradesh and DDA

Gt P s e e T

. Tollowing that meeting, UP
submitted maps delineating
the floodplain, its present sta-
tus, encroachments and the
land allotted to different de-
partments and the extent of
the floodplain involved in 1iti-
- gation, thereport stated.
s was discussed further at
amesting with officials of the ir-
rigation and flood control depart-
ment on September 27, itsaid. “It
was found that a vast area is un-
. derlitigationbetween thegoverr-
“mentof UP DDA andover200ctl-
tivatorsand has beenin thelower
court for over 25 years with dates
being given,” the monitoring
- committeesaid inthereport. - it
-~ Asmall stretch that covers
“Jess than2% of the Yamunaac-
_counts for 76% of the river’s
‘ pollution, the 'wt;r)mmi;teghad
earlier, said referring to the
: pollutedsectioninN

i S el O Sl
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‘Hlmalayan glamers in “warmmg dange1

Jayashree Nandi
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A new assessment of
theHindu-Kush Himalaya (HKH)
regionshowsa15°Criseinglobal
temperatureover pre-industrial
levels will spell doom for fragxle
ecology.oftheregion.

‘Such degree of warming is
likely tolead tomeltingor severe
refreatofone-third of theregion’s
glaciers, the study commissioned
by Kathmandu-based Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated
Mountain ‘Development (ICI-
MOD)said on Monday. :

HKH region covers Afghani-
stan,Bangladesh, Bhutan, China,
India, Myanmar, Nepal and Paki-
stanandishometoMount Ever-

est, K2 and other significant

THE ASSESSMENT WAS |
DONE OVER FIVE YEARS;
ITINCLUDES RESEARCH

BY 350 RESEARCHERS .,
AND POLICY EXPERTS 0

FROM 22 COUNTRIES %}

peaks. Theglaciersherefeed riv-
‘ersincludingthe Ganges, Indus,

Yellow,MekongandIrrawaddy.

- Theassessmentstatesglaciers
mtheHKHshowmasslosssmce
atleast1970s. Butresultsfromin
situmeasurementsshow the pre-
dominant mass loss happened
duringthelastfive decades, par-
ticularlysince1995.

e

“The greatest rates of mass
loss in the extended HKH post-
2000arefoundintheeasternand
western Himalaya. Moderate
lossesareobservedinthecentral

‘Himalaya, and the Hindu Kush.

Incontrast, glaciersintheKara-
koram showedneutralmassbal-
ances oreven slight mass gains
after 2000,” the assessment said.
- Tfglobal climateeffortsfail; the
study warns that current emis-
sionswouldleadtofive degreesin
warmingandaloss oftwo-thirds
oftheregion’s glaciers by 2100.

" “Thisisthe climate crisis you
haven’theardof,” said Philippus

Wester of ICIMOD, who led the

assessment. “Globalwarmingis
on track to transform the frigid
mountainpeakstobarerocksina
littleless than a century. It’s the

pr()Jected reducﬁonsmpre -mon-
soonriver flows and changes in
monsoon thatwill hlthardest B
headded.

Theassessment wasdoneover
five years; it includes research
efforts by 350 researchers-and
policy expertsfrom 22 countries
and 210 authors. Authorshave
warned changestothetimimgand
magnitude of this melting of gla-
cierscanleadtoincreaseinnum-
berandsizeofglacierlakes. “The
findings don’t seem outlandish. I
don’tknowwhatmethodologies

theyhaveadopted. But weknow
-thatmassloss of glaciersis hap-

pening. Eastern Himalayas are
much more susceptible,” said
Krishna AchutaRao, climate sci-

- entistat Centrefor Atmospheric

SciencesatIIT Delhi.
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Heavy snowfall

alertin hills, cold A
0uld mtensufy ‘g y

IEWDEI.HI Jammu andKasher
Jttarakhand andH]machalPra-
esharelikelyto Teceive “heavy
0 very heavy snowfall” later
1is week, the India Meteorologi-
al Department (IMD) said on
Tonday, i 1ssu.1ngared-category
arning for civic agencies and

eoplemaﬂectedareastobe cau-
ous. e

BLi

Jayashree Nand|
» jayashree.nandi@hindustantimes.com . =

NEWDELH!: Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pra-
desharelikelytoreceive “heavy
tovery heavy snowfall”laterthis
week, the Tndia Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on Mon-
day,lssmng ared-category warn-
ingforcivicagenciesand people
in affected areastobe cautious.
““The warning is due to anew
“intense western disturbance”
approachingﬂleregion,theIMD
said, referringtowindsfromover
the Arabian Searegion thatbring
in moisture and cause rain and
SNOW.
While snowfall in the upper
Himalayan region in February
andMarchisnotuncommon, the
influence of the westerndisturb-
ancesisunusually prolonged this
time due to another factor: the
Siberian High weatherpattern—
a collection of cold, dry air that
accumulates around northeast-
ern Siberiain the wintermonths.
““Thearcticairoutflowis domi-
natingtowardsthesouth causing

freezing temperatures in North

America and parts of Europe.
Further, mid-level westerliesare

get | ea

COLD WAVE lMD lssues red category warnlng for agencnes asks people to take precautlons

bringing colder air from the
north,” said DS Pai, head of cli-
materesearch atPune ; ‘
Krishna Achuta Rao, climate
scientist from IIT Delhi,
described thenumberof WDs as

* “guite high” but said the link
. between polar vortex and WDs
- need tobe understood better.

~Asaresultof thesnowin the

four states, all of north-western

dia will experience the chill.
i tedi

man rides a bicycle as dense fog gnps1 The eﬁects mﬂstretchtoPun—

: - ~ jab, Haryana,Chandlgarh Delhi,
weakemng, ‘which causes an TﬂlJanuaxyBlﬂnsyear ] UttarPradeshandasfarasnorth
increasedoutflowfromtheSibe- havebeen eightwesterndisturb- Madhya Pradesh, north Chhat-

rian High. This cold airis pushing ances(WDs) influencingsnowfall fisgarh, Jharkhand ‘Bihar and
towards tropical Asiaincluding andramfallpattemanﬂtempera— Sub—HimalayanWestBengaland
northIndia,”said CharanSingh, - tureinnorthIndia. Sikkim.

scientistatIMD, explainingwhy

~ This week’s wﬂlwestern dis-

The national capltalhas seen

thewinter chﬂlhaslastedlonger turbance will make it a total of thelongestcold spellinatleast13
thisyear. . mine, asagamstthenormalofs-s years, and, according to the
Uttarakhandhasrecelvedﬂle eachyear. . _ World Meteorological Organiza-
highestsnowfallinfiveyearsthis “The mld latitude westerlies  tion, thishasbeeninkeepimgwith
January, while Jammu and areweakerthannormalformore aglobalweatheranomaly is

western disturbances.

also aﬁecﬁngnorthemmdiaand .

_ The month of January, ihe

Kashnurreglonhasrecelved47% " than a month now across the
excessrainfall. : - globe due to weakening of polar WMO said, has been apenod of
. IMD scientists said these fig-  vortex. This causes westerly . extremes, with unusually cold
mesmﬂchangéﬁé’sﬁibytheend * wavestoformwhichleadstofor- temperatures in the northern
“of February if there are more  mation of WDs. These WDs are = hemisphere andwarmtempera—
: turesmthe southem SRS
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‘Malwaregion (T T ‘forced

todrmkpollutedwater-AAP

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
L AMRITSARZCHANDIGARH.

Groob. |

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on

4FEBRUARY

Monday said people in the

Malwaregion were forcedto £
drink polluted water for

drinking due to the ‘state
government'’s apathy, leav-

ingavastmajority of people - V

to fall prey for certain life-

threatening diseases.
Inastatementissued after

paying a visit to the Harike

Pattan head works here on

Monday, AAP’s farmer wing
chiefand Kotkapura legisla-

tor Kultar Singh Sandhwan, -

said the people of the region
were forced to drink water
which, he said, was notfitfor
humanconsumpnon, dueto
the indifferent attitude of
the government in the sad-
dle.

He sa;d that the harried
peoplewere falling prey to cer-
tain life-threatening dis-
eases, like cancer, asthma

and other water-borne dis- -

eases. He was accompanied
by deputy leader of oppo-
sition in Punjab Assembly
Sarabjit Kaur Manuke and
other local leaders.Sand-

hwan said the pollutants
and industrial waste thathad

| been flowing from the Bud-

dha Nallah into the Sutlej and
Beasriver waters consumed
by theresidents of the near-

by areas, had splked the
polluuonlevels inthe Malwa
region, which was 1.5 per
centmore than the pollution
atthe nationallevel, he said
adding that this had badly
affected the aquatlc life in
the region.

Referring to the Sant'

Seechewal’s report on the sta-
tus of pollution levels and
the quality of potable water

‘being supplied in the area

categorised as c-grade, Sand-
hwan said the report had
debunked the claim of Pol-
lution Control Board chair-
man in reply to his (Sand-
hwan) letter to him, saying

that the water was being
_supplied to the people was

untreated. ;s

Manuke said that shehad
met the deputy commis-
sioner, last year, to flag the
1ssue of supply of quality of

potable water to the people
of the region, had proved to
be a wild goose chase gs

nothing concrete came oyt
of the discourse. She further
said that the partyhad alrea’H'y
informed the National Green
Tribunal of the. 1ssue sur-

;»*(.I‘he AAP leaéler ihreétf
ed that if the state gov

,iemment kept turmngabhnﬂ

“eyet address theissue sooht
erthanlater, the AAPwould

- beleftmth no choice butto

take road route to holding
statewide protests to send out
aloud and clear messageie
the industrialists and factt-
Iy owners to face the musi€.

. The government should
remedial measures to initi:
ate action against thoSe
involved in polluting the
river waters, they said.

i
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[0z FLOODS BRING CROCS TO THE STREETS

DOWR UNDER: Australia’s military has been deployed to tackle
}  devastating“once-in-a-century’ floods that have inundated homes,
schools and airports in the country’s northeast, forcing hundreds to
- flee and bringing crocodiles onto the streets. The Australian Defence
Forces filled sandbags, deployed amphibious cargo vehiclesand -
helped pluck flashlight-wielding residents from their rooftops on 9%
Monday, as monsoon rains drenched the northern state of Z
Queensland. Authorities in Townsville warned residents to beware of

crocodiles and snakes spotted in floodwaters in residential areas
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