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" After rains, Kerala faces drought, high temperature ’

S

" THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:Six months
after Kerala was hitby theflood of
the century, thestateisinthegrip
of a severe drought and experts

. “HT Correspondent
¢ w lefters@hindustantimes.com

havewarned thatheatwavecon- -

ditionswill persistinmany areas

ofnorth Kerala for more than a
~month.

Accordingtothe Kerala State

. Disaster Management Authority

* (KSDMA), themaximum temper-

+ districts such as Palakkad, Koz
- hikode and Malappuram.Tthas =

ature is likely to go up by 6

degrees Celsiusinthe first week

degrees Celsiusabove normahn - of March, Cattleand goatdeaths

also warned of sunstroke and

otherheat-related maladiesdur- -
« ingthisperiod.
On Monday, at least four dis-

tricts recorded maximum tem-
perature above 36 degrees C,
which is quite unusual at the
beginning of summer months.
Kerala usually records a maxi-

mum ‘temperature of 34-35 -

were reportedfromPalakkad dis-
trict. Hig
In view of the prevaﬂmg heat

.Wavecondmons thestatelabour
‘department has rescheduled

working hours, preventing out-

-door work between 12pm and 3

pm until further orders, and

~-asked construction sites and
_ farmers to comply with the

order
' “With the mercury level soar-

ing,the KSDMA haslisted neces-
sary measures for people to fol-
lowinthe comingdays.

*“Ourwarning is based on the

India Meteorological Depart-

ment assessment and other fac-

tors. Wefound an unusualrisein
temperature this time and
advised the concerned depart-
ments to take enough precau-
tions,” said asenior official of the
KSDMA, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

“Every year temperature is

going up steadily. But there is
nothingtopanicabout. Ifeelthe
KSDMA warningisaslightexag-

 geration. Goingby the possibility

ofa E1Nino(thisyear) and global
‘warming, itcan goupto2degrees
Cin the state,” said Dr § Abhi-
lash, an atmospheric science
expertatthe Cochin University of
Science and Technology. ;
More than 300 people were
killed and 8.9 lakh families were
affected by the devastatingfloods
finAugustlast year..
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The Time o}

Hindustan (Hindj) . D
Nev Bharat Times (Hindi) .. D

dia (i\ sw Del h

Tin
Indi an ‘Express
I’JbUﬂ: /
and documenied &t Bhagirath {English) & Publicity Section, CWE -

Punjab Keshari {Hindj)
TheHindu (New D*P‘i)

Rajasthan Patrik
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: TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE :
HOSHIARPUR, MARCH4
v CIueﬂVﬁmsferCaptAmarmder
~ Singh today . said the contami-
| nation of undergmund water
~had become a serious issue in
| the state and the scientists at
| Bhabha Atomic Research Cen-
| Are (BARC) have agreed to

. workontheissueandhelpfind  whett

cer umgab

_The CM sa1d thls Wh.lle“"
: addressmgara]lyhereonthe .
stone-laying
: event of seven pIOJects inthe

district, mcludlng openingof ‘

occasion of

»use of femhsms or there are

otherreasons forit. Since con-
tamination of underground

water is becoming a serious

‘problem, use of river water for

drinking purposes is the only .

‘way out. The southern belt is

- aﬁfec’red the most and it now
ihas a cancer hospital in San-
gmrandanotherlscommgup .
n Fazﬂka ,Ebrnorthern.l?un

- ailway, line, 2.

talwﬂl come up forRs 16 crore
tobe spentby the state andRs
29 crore by the Cen ‘
Today, the CM got started
projects to the tune of Rs’
150.85 crore in the district
which included a multipur-
. posemdoorha]], afood street,
_ anewlibrary, ROB on Jaland-
har Cantonment- ‘Hoshlarpur
Y. " hostel
andé commumtycenrre .

© " out ﬂ1e» ause of spread of can-

ing polluted due to over-

Jab Hoshlalpur cancer hospl-
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‘New Delhi: Réal«t{fne;rbnline monito-

i+of malba on the Yamuna floodplain is
. .'mot possible, Geospatial Delhi Limited
(GSDLy), the D

- ping agency,
NGTfappomte
'?;eefbi‘-Y/amuna clean-up.

recently informed the

_eting held in February, the committee

a7 e e s LSt

how theavailable technology and data-

be feasible to monitor the accumula-
““tion of sewageorsolid wasteinthedra-
ins,.. There are stormwater drains, so-

R

£ meof them insewered areasand some

* in unsewered areas. Is it possible to
" identify drains

amuna in rea

\'Q
*ring of ‘encroachments and dumping

elhi government’s map-
d monitoring commit- .
‘Accordingtotheminutes of the me £
 asked GSDLrepresentativesto explain.
_basecanhelp monitor activitiesonthe:
floodplain, particularly withreference

“+to encroachments and malba being
dumped there. “Also, whether it would

that call for maintai-.

g - AT

%

‘nence,” thecommitteeasked.

It also asked if septage discharge
~ points of the 1,800-0dd unauthorised
_colonies in the city can be identified.:

_ “GSDL officials informed that aerial -

mapping had been done in 2007 and af-
‘ter thatdate...the latest data, available
_with GSDL up to September 2015,1s be-
ing sent by the departments. It also sa-
id that real-time online monitoring of
encroachmentsand dumpingof malba

. Kkhas
 sed to determine where stay has been
- ‘granted by the courts by overlayingre-
venuerecords on the “0’ zone map, but
DDA is also doing this separately” the
“minutes of themeetingstated. :

_ Themonitoring committee hasnow-

"asked GSDL to find out whether length
of covered andumcovered drains can be
‘ascertained through this system.Italso
asked the officials to go through-its Ya-
mtina}éleaningzaction planandmakean

‘on the floodplain is not possible... the -
ranos.of floodplain can be acces-

Deccan Chionicle
Decczn Herald
The Times of Indiz (&)
Business standard

" The Economic Times

ck encroachment

NGT told

 assessment of the ways in which the
technologycanbeuseful. B
Lastyear, National Green Tribunal
. chairperson Justice AK Goel had set
up the committee in July to monitor
" the cleaning of the river. The commit-
+tee includes former Delhi chief ‘secre-
tary Shailaja Chandra and retired ex-
" pert memberBS Sajwan. e
s iToourd encroachment, Delhi Deve-
Jopment Authority (DDA) has tied up
~ with the Indian ‘Space Research Orga-
“nisation’s (ISRO’s) Regional Remote
Sensing Centre: Itis puttinga compu-
terised system in placeto detect encro-
achment using satellite images provi-
 ded byISRO.If successful, the satellite
jmagery can also be used to monitor
. the Yamuna floodplains, the commit-
teereporthadstated. “Inaddition, arti-
ficial intelligence, aerial ‘mapping or -
drones can also keep a track of gquan-
tum and location of debris being dum-
ped,”itsaid. :
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT , :rnated loss dunng rab1 was
BENGALURU & > abOUI 322 384 47 crore, th
The Karnataka government ©

has descnbed;the drought

drought relief works in the
respective districts. Over 370 -
: v1llages were being provided i

tankers and 401 villages
- through hired private bore-
- wells. In urban areas, 181
S Gl e ~ wards were being provided
- tance from the Centre,” Mr. ~ drinking water th:ough o
' aDeshpande Saiebis il tanKers <
- The team, whxcfrhad 1nt . About' 10 68 Iakh works ¥

, hadbeerrprovrdedand more
than nine crore man-days :
ave been generated till date.

RO N (R

- Itisestimated that the Ioss
wing to natural calamities, 7 IS

- mcludmg’*ﬂoods/landshps farm labourers dunng 1ts Vi
at  and drought during: both~ t to vxl]ages, will submit

. 732,335 crore. The Centre so
 far has released just £949.49
crore as. agamst ‘the ND

The State had suﬂ'ere ; A 5 il
e : , A total of 19.58 lakh hou- o
norm of 54460 crore, the {,about 19.46 lakh hectare seholds had been provided -

ini i > .o while homculture crops on - employment while 1.37 lakh
tre to immediat ‘ 23,313.37 hectares too had  households had completed
release funds as stipulate * Central team about the non-  dried up during the 2018-19 100 days of employment, Mr.
under the Nanonal Dlsaster, - release of financial assis- .rabi season. The total esti- Deshpandesaid. . )

ters. after th meetmg thatf":-
the government had urged
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% Justice Pritam Pal, head of
| the commiitee monitoring
2 -'pollutlon in the Ghaggar, as
' the head of the monitoring.

{been appomted‘t‘ne Chalr- :
| man of the Execut g Com—f -

Hindustan {Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
}junjab Kesharl {Hindi)
TheHindu (New

Delhi)

Rajasthan Patrika {Hindi)-

; ALANDHAR,MARCHI ,

unal (NGT) has appomted

committee looking into the

4 "pollutmn in the Sutlej andA

Beas in Punjab.. ;
* An order to thls effect was.

~,,passed by the National
Ereen Trlbunal on Thurs-f

lapped a fine of Rs 50 crore
n the state government for.

_causing pollutlon in the

. Sutlej and Beas in Novem-
" ber last year, after three

months neither the amount

- had been pald nor there has
| been any decrease in the

 effluent discharge ‘in_ the ,

| rivers.

there ’was lack f enous -

{

Enwronmentahst Balbir
‘Singh Seechewal is already

‘The National Green Tri- :

‘the monitoring commlttee

The But

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herab“

The Times of india (&)
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The Economic Times

ha Nullah contammatmg the Sutlej nver near ‘ﬂ
; ‘Bahpur alan in Ludhlana TRIBUNE PHOTO MALKIAT SINGH :

7 Smgh former Judge of the
i'Supreme Court?

Seechewal g ; “The

‘officials, who are

‘mittee
g parts of the committee, are

; commlttee to continue its
further deliberations and

monitoring, we direct that
will now be. eaded ) Jus-
tice Pritam

Judge of PunJab and

Haryana High Court, whois
~ also heading the committee
for solid waste ‘manage-
~ ment and for reJuvenatmn

of the Gaggar river. In addi-
tion, Shri Subodh Agarwal,
former Chief Secretary of
Punjab will be a senior
ember. We suggest that

the guld—

" cleanliness of rivers. In

the -commlttee may seek,
‘wherever v1ab1

themselves not ensuring

both the Sutle;] and Beas
rivers the efﬂuent dis-

:fcharge has nsen "They do
not listen to our: - recommen-

dations nor ensure the pay-
ment of requisite dues. The
government is yet to pay

“the Rs 50-crore fine for pol-

luting the rivers. Our rec-

- ommendations are not tak-
_en seriously by the state

authorities. We hope with
‘the appointment of Justice

~ Pritam Pal, there will be
effective 1mplementat10n of
 NGT guidelines.” .




