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A team of senior government
officials from the Centre is set
to arrive today in Maharash-
frafora 3-day visit to drought-
affected areas in the state. The
team — comprising of eight
state and four Central govern-
ment officials — will visit
drought-hit areas in Marath-
wada, North Maharashtra,
and Western Maharashtra. A
meeting with state officials
will also be held after the as-
sessment before the team re-
turns on December 7 to New
Delhi.

The state government has
declared drought in 151 talu-
Jkas and 250 revenue circles in
the state. It is following the
state’s request for drought re-
lief worth Rs 7,522 crore from
the Centre through tlie Na-
tional Disaster Relief Fund
(NDRF) that the team has
been sent for assessment.
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assess drought-nit areas In state

Picture for representation

A senior official of the
state government said that
the team will be split into
three in order to ensure that
all areas in the list are covered
within the decided time
frame. The team will submit
itsreport to the Centre, which
will take a call on the state
government’s memorandum

seeking financial relief.
More than 60 per cent of
farmers in the state has been
hit by drought this vear A to-
tal of 76.367 hectares of land
belonging to 83 lakh farmers
from 151 talukas and over 250
revenue circles has been af-
fected due to the drought.
From the relief package of

DNA, Mumb_ai

GROLIND SITUATION

The team —
comprising of eight
state and four Central
government officials

— will visit drought-hit
areas in Marathwada,
North Maharashtra, and
Western Maharashtra

® A meeting with state
officials will also be held
after the assessment
before the team returns
on December 7 to New
Delhi

Rs 7522 crores, Rs 500 crore
has been sought for cattle fod-
der and Rs 300 crores for pro-
viding water tankers. A gov-
ernment official said that the
rest of the relief package will
be used to offer compensation
to farmers who have lost their
standing crop due to the
drought.
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= FROM THE VIEWSROOM
Watery grave

The proposed Mekedatu project on the Cauvery is ill-conceived

fl‘he Karnataka government’s plan to set up a 5,912 crore
multi-purpose dam across the Cauvery at Mekedaty,
' some 110 km from Bengaluru, is a spectacularly bad idea. The

point is not whether Tamil Nadu, which has moved the Su-

preme Court to stay the Centre’s permission, will be deprived

of its due share. The problem lies in the very conception of the
project — meeting the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru and Ramanagaram
district. In order to meet the demands
of a city of about 8.5 million that does
little to conserve its water resources,
about 2,500 acres of forests will be sub-
merged. The Karnataka government
has blithely said that no environmental
clearance is required for a drinking wa-
ter project — which shows that politi-
cians remain indifferent to the disrupt-
ive consequences of large-scale deforestation.

The reliance of urban sprawls on water that is stored and
transported across long distances must stop. Instead, cities
must invest on conserving their water bodies, storing rainwa-
ter, recycling waste water and addressing the phenomenon of
‘unaccounted water’. Water utilities need to generate re-
sources to meet rising water needs. Bengaluru’s lakes should
be cleaned for setting up sewage treatment plants. But for
thatits citizens must pay the right price for water. As water ex-
perts have pointed out, there is no reason why a household
which pays a monthly electricity bill of, say, 33,000 should
cough up just a few hundred rupees for water. Recycling wa-
ter costs money, but if Israel, Singapore and even Namibia are
doing itin a big way, not just for non-potable use but also for
drinking, so can we. Unaccounted water, too, is a problem of
utilities not having the funds to maintain its decrepit
infrastructure.

Urban India has been pampered for too long. Rather than
focus merely on ‘environmental awareness campaigns’, water
should be priced rationally so that it is conserved and re-
cycled. That would effectively rule outalarming ideas such as
Mekedatu.
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Heavy rainfal Itolash parts of
coastal TNi lini next48 hrs

‘;i iChennm Heavymmfa]hshlely
- tolashpartsof coastal districts
- of Tamil Naduin the nexttwo

s followinga trough of low

over Bay of Bengal, the re-
. gional weather office said
- Tuesday. In the last 24 hours,
f end1ng83OamTu(5day there
werevmdespread raininmany

¢ partsin coastal Tamil Nadu

[eE——

- and Puducherry, Deputy
“Director.

General f.nib_f

: eteorology SBalachandxan
told reportershere. The trough °
of low over Southwest Bay of
‘Bengal and neighbourhood
now runs from Comorin area
_tosouthwest Bay of Bengal off
~south Andhra Pradesh coast,

- he said. According to the rain-

ﬁfgal] ‘data at 8.30 am today,

“ Ponneri'and Cholavaram in
‘Tiruvallur districtrecorded 13
cmand 8 cm, respectively. PTI
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- Besides, ithaslowestper cap-
ta income, lowest area under
rop insurance and relahvely,
low participation in the
| Mahatma Gandhi National
 Rural GuaranteeScheme, which
| pmwdesloodaysofemp‘loyment
I (unskilled public wnrk) to at
leastoneadultmemberofevery
‘poor ruralhousehold. g

Mizoram is also highly vul-

nerable because of the same
issues but alsobecauseatleast
30% of the geographical area is
. ‘under slope. Jammuand Kash-
' mirhasthethird highestvulner-
. abilityranking, mainlybecause
. ithasnoareaunder cropinsur-
.. ance,leastroaddensity,lowper-
. centage of area under horticul-
“ture crops, low livestock to
. humanratioandlowpercentage -
. of women in the overall work-
| force,amongotherfactors.

. “Vulnerability to climate
- changeisnot about how much

JJ.lgh temperature or! lngh rain-

- fall a region is going to experi-
| ence. It is about the economic,
‘social ~and - environmental
. resourcesyouhaveaccessto.So
+ itwillincludemoney;infrastruc-
P “tureandmany other factors. For
ﬁxampleif thereisfrequentcrop
sdamage, a commumty would
; ‘have to depend on the forests
mea.rbywhlchls anenvironmen-
‘ialresource. Developed coun-
¢ tries for example can do it
' because they have resources. I
. believe thisisa very important
“study for India which is strug-
. glingwith climate impacts,” said
:Sanjay Vashist, director, Cli-
‘ mate Action Network South
Asia,a coalition of civil society
| organisations working to limit
‘human-induced climate change.

Sikkimhasthelowest vulner-
sabilitybecauseithasthehighest
iper capita income among the
{:‘statesv assessed, lowest area
‘under openforestsbutgood cov-
rerage of denseforests, largearea
‘underorchards andalowpopu-

‘lationdensity.
NH Ravindranath, professor,
ntrefor Sustainable Technol-

~ogies at IISc, made a presenta-

: ©  [tiononthesefindingsatKatow-

Wi “iceonTuesday. TheIndian team

-said this vulnerability ranking

{ will help in prioritising invest-

I mentinmechanismstoadaptfo

| climate change—in prioritising

Idistricts, blocks, communities,

! { forest types and croppmg sys-
temsandothers. -
i “The vulnerability rankmg s
will help the government rank
v,imostvulnerable states s
irmts withinastate andunﬁ

and doo:um‘ém‘ed at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity Secti
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