Central Water Commxcsmn
WSE Dte.,

FREFFFF

West Block 1, Wing No-4
R. K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated 060320)9

. Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings will be uploaded on the

CWC website.

4 b 20\
: SPA PuthIty
Encl: As stated above. A . %’

D

. /f
/,
Deputy Dirs or, WSE Die. &w/ " @’)
/03/7’3\

a6/

D ®
Dirié/‘wr/éme. %\W%

For information to

Chairman CWC, New Delhi

Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned, uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in



Hjn;iustan Times Hindustan (Hindj) -~ - Deccan Chionicle

Statesman _  Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) Deccan Herald

Thg TI{l;ﬂe of India (New Delhi) Punjab Keshari (Hindj) The Times of Indiz (A)

Indian ‘Express TheHindu (New Delhi) Business standard : :
Tribtne Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) " The Economic Times\/

and documented at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity-Section, CWC

TERI signs MoU with WAPCOS on power, water, and infra (Economic
Times)

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) today announced it has signed an
agreement with WAPCOS, a consulting firm, under the aegis of Ministry of Water
Resources, to pursue opportunities in areas of power, water, and infrastructure
development.

According to the memorandum of understanding (MoU), both TERI and WAPCOS will work
on hydro-power-energy-climate change nexus; Water Security and Integrated Water
Resources Management; water use efficiency in various sectors: water conservation and
augmentation; urban and rural water demand and supply management; green infrastructure
- for smart cities, and climate resilient infrastructure in water sector.

TERI said it has conducted an analysis of the water-energy nexus and found the energy
sector, specifically thermal power plants, is a guzzler of water as a resource. With India
experiencing 6-8 per cent growth in electricity consumption every decade since 1980, this
usage level is expected to increase.

TERI's studies have shown ways to reduce water footprint of operations, products.
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Why the Brahmaputra needs long bridges
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THE CABINET Committee on Economic
Affairs last week approved the construction
of a four-lane bridge over the Brahmaputra.
It will be the country’s longest, and will boost
connectivity and commerce in the region.

How the bridge helps

At 19.28 km, it will connect Dhubri in
Assam to Phulbari in Meghalaya. It is pro-
jected to reduce the travel distance between
these two places from 2053 km to 19.282 km,
and travel time from 5 hours to 20 minutes.

“As of now, the only means of going di-
rectly from Dhubri to Phulbari is by boat. It
takes approximately 3 hours, and while re-
turning it takes 5 hours against the current.
This will come down to 25-30 minutes at the
most after the bridge comes up,” Bikash
Sarma, information and public relations offi-
cer of Dhubri district, told The Indian Express.

APressInformation Bureau (PIB)statement
said the alignment will augment the transport
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network for the Northeast region, by provid-
ing the shortest link connecting western
Meghalaya, as well as the southern NE states of
Manipur, Mizoramand Tripura, with the rest of
the country.

‘Brahmaputra again
The current longest road and rail-road
bridges of the country are already over the

Brahmaputra. The Dhola-Sadiya bridge
(road)runs 9.15 km, and the Bogibeel bridge
(rail-road)is 4.94 km.

The Brahmaputra, running 670 km in
Assam, is extremely wide at sorme places. “It
is the narrowest in Guwahati, say about 1 km,
and the widest in Dibrugarh, over 15 km
stretching to 20 km,” Dulal Chandra
Goswami, former head of environment stud-
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ies at Gauhati University, said. “Assam s bi-
sected by the Brahmaputra and it numerous
tributaries. Naturally, people are handi-
capped when they have no means to cross
the river. Bridges will be immensely helpful
since distances will be reduced by hundreds
of kilometres,” Prof Goswami said.

Inaugurating the Bogibeel bridge in 2018,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said
three bridges over the Brahmaputra were
completed in the last four-and-a-half years
and another five were being built.

Construction

The bridge will be built under the North-
East Road Network Connectivity Project with
loan assistance from Japan International
Cooperation Agency. The PIB statement said
construction would cost Rs 3,548 crore, and
the total capital cost would be Rs 4,997.04
crore. Construction is expected to be com-
pleted in approximately six years.

In December, Minister of State for Road
Transport and Highways Mansukh Mandaviya
had told Lok Sabha that construction was
scheduled to be taken up during 2019-20.



