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COLLATERAL DAMAGE: Several parked cars were damaged when huge trees fell on them during the heavy rain that lashed the City on Saturday.
(Below) Pedestrians try to cross the waterlogged MG Road. bH PHoTOS

Over 30 trees uprooted as
rain continues to pound Ci
Five vehicles damaged by fa]lmg trees m]ayanagar

BENGALURU More than 30
trees were uprooted on Sat-
urday, following the rainfall
that lashed the city. Jayana-
gar was the worst affected
with more than 15 trees be-
ing uprooted.

In Jayanagar, trees were up-
rooted near Ashoka Pillar; Kr-
ishna Kalyana Mandira;
Jayanagar 4th ' T ' block (at
38th, 39 and 40th cross); near
Adyar Ananda Bhavan; Tilak
Nagar and East End Main
Road.

BBMP reported complaints
of tree falling at Cubbon Road,
Johnson Market, Ashok Nagar,
near Hosmat Hospital, near
Dayanand Sagar College in Ku-
maraswamy Layout, JP Nagar
6th Phase, Puttenahalli, Vi-
jayanagar 6th Main Road, Rad-
ha Krishna Hospital at Girina-
gar, Banashankari BDA
complex, near Raghavendra
Mutt in Banashankari 2nd
Stage, Rajkumar Road in
Rajajinagar, Vijaya Bank

Crlany Banmatrohatta Raasd

G

and Puttenahalli.

Five vehicles were damaged
in Jayanagar as trees crashed
on them. Apart from uprooting
of trees, the rainfall led to traf-
fic jams. Bumper-to-bumper
traffic wac witnecced near

Chinnaswamy stadium, Mare-
nahalli main road, JC Road,
Residency Road (till Brigade
Road Junction), Shanthala
Junction in Majestic and on
Ballari Road (mear Hebbal fly-
over). Peak-hour trafficwas re-

ported at Chennamma Circle
(from Kamakya theatre Circle
on Outer Ring Road).
Ambulances passing
through Trinity Circle, MG

“Road were seen struggling to

reach their destinations. Wa-

terlogging was reported at
Shivajinagar bus stand due to
which motorists and com-
muters were put to inconven-
ience. The footpaths at the bus
stand were submerged in rain-
water, adding to the woes of the
commuters.

N Jayanti, general manag-
er, customer relations, Bescom,
said, “We have received 2,600
complaints and the helpline
numbers are busy with calls
from residents since evening.
Action is being taken and we
are closely monitoring the sit-
uation.

“The most number of poles
have fallen in South and East
zone, due to uprooting of trees
and strong winds”.

The city recorded 9.3 mm of
rainfall till 5.30 pm, HAL Air-
port about 0.8 mm and BIAL
received trace rainfall. Accord-
ing to Indian Meteorological
Department, Bengaluru, the

city will experience moderate | |
rainfall for the next two to |

three days.
DH News Service
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Deputy Commissioner SS Phulia and District ljevelopment and
- Panchayat Officer Gagandeep Singh dig at Mughalwali village
in Yamunanagar district on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

YAMUNANAGAR, MAY5 .
It was a joyous moment for
ateam workmg on reviving
the Saraswatl ‘river <in
Yamunanagar district as
they found strong water
current on reaching a depth.
of seven feet today. -

. This has raised hope for

the project, which was

receiving criticism from
various planks who termed
it an RSS ambition. .

Assembly Speaker Kan-
war Pal Gurjar had inau-

. gurated the excavation

work of ‘Saraswati Revival -

Project’ at Rullaheri vil-

lage in Yamunanagar dis- .

 trict on April 21.

After inauguration, the
District Development and
Panchayat Department had
undertaken digging work in
two-and-a-half-km  area.
Water struck at nine spots
when the creek of river was
being dug at Mughalwali

3
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Hope for Saraswati river surfac

Water strikes at nine spots at /foot depth in Yamunanagar S I\/Iughalwah vnllage 1

~ village on Tuesday.

“The water is potable,
fresh in taste and sweet,”
said Deputy Commissioner
SS Phulia, after a visit to the
Mughalwali village.

The people of the village
offered prayers to God-
dess Saraswati and dis-
tributed sweets.

District Development and
Panchayat Officer Gagan-

deep Singh, who is coordi- .

nating  the  Saraswati
Revival Project, said the riv-
er length in Yamunanagar

s

6l

district would be 55 km
Earlier, plan. was to dig
the river till seven feet
deep. However, now, they
were planning to dig it till
10 feet deep for good natu-
ral flow of water. The river
would pass through 43 vil-
lages of the district.
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar has already
announced 50 crore for
the project. :
The credit to bring the
Saraswati River on ground
goes to 88-year-old RSS vet-
eran Darshan Lal Jain. He
had formed Saraswati Nidi
Sodh Sansthan in 1999 and
since then, has been strug-
gling for its revival.
“Some people thought it to
be a mythological fantasy
but water found at 7-foot -
deep in its creek has proved
that the Saraswati River is
flowing below the earth,”
said Darshan Lal Jain. ‘
The river originates from
Adi Badri in Yamunanagar.
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(CGWB) found that between No-
_ vember 2013and November 2014,

: The Central Ground Water Board
539 of all wells in the city showed a

oEed an that in thexest. :
A recent study by Shashank Shek-

Delhi University’ found the rate of de-
cline in water levels to be as highas 1.7
to 2 metres per year in some areas of
south and southwest Delhi.

«[ocalities such as Tughlakabad

down to below 60 metres. But wehave to
understand that to extract water, one
has to go another 90 metres deeper. So
the depth to water level could be about
g0 metres inthese areas,” said Shekhar.

. “Once this reaches 120 metres, the
. aquifer becomes unproductive. The sit-

| Water level down in 53

drop in the water level. Of these, the
drop was up 0 2m in 40% of wells and -

harof theearth sciences departmentat

‘and Pushp Vihar have indeed gone

Jation is alarming n south Delhi as.
" A .,.mnn*rmaanttobe 4

The steady dropin the water
table, however, is yet to stir the
pelhi government into action.
There i, for instance, no data on
‘how many rainwater harvesting
structures are being builtand are
functioning in the oty

oxploited likethis,” headded.
Shekhar saidsuch over-exploitation

- would impact the biodiversity of thear-

ea. “When soil moisture gets affected,

~ plants and thé general ecology willseea

change. Roots of certain plants will ob-
yviouslynotgoso deepandthis willgrad-

ually lead toanew typeof biota 1ike cac- . k

tior other varieties.”
This steady drop in the water table,
. however, is yet to stir the Delhi govern-

" mentintoaction.
There is, for instance, No data on

how many rainwater harvesting struc-
tures are being built and are function-
ingin the city. e

«Delhi made rainwater harvesting
mandatory in 92000. There was a court
order directing the Delhi government

- toharvest rainwater in every road and

flyover. Later, building bylaws were i

- amended to make it mandatory for ev-
ery new house with a rooftop space of
morethan 100 sgmetrestohave anRWH

structure. Butmost of thisisonlyonpa- .

per. There is no monitoring to check if
. RWH systems in these houses are fune-
tioning,” said $ushmita Sengupta of
Centre for Science and Environment.
CGWBofficials said theyhadhelped
set up several RWH prototypes in Talk-
atora garden, Kushak drain, ‘Lodhi
garden, President’s Estate and other
places. “Iam notsure whether theseare
otill functioning. We only helped se
these up. Their upkeep depends
the agencies concerned,” said the
CGWBofficial. P
CSE recently found sewage seeping
into an RWH structure on the ATIMS
flyover which can do more damage
than good. |

1
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1hi was left siz-
esday as the city
1CE ﬂle,hoglpst day of

pies ©)

ment, the maximum tempera-
ture on Wednesﬂay is expected
to be 41 degrees Celsius while
the minimum will be around 22

2
Covering L., YIS

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India {A)
Blitz

,‘(i



News item/letter/article/editorial publishéd on%% .

Nav Bharat Tim‘és (Hindi)
" ‘Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.JV"
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)
-and documented at Bhagirath(Enaglish)& Pubhcuy Section, CWC

2

¢, 90/S

o

in the

Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India{A)
Blitz

L
Covering L., YIS

B s

R T T O e

~ Water table droppmg fast

in ‘critical’ S Delhi areas

FAI.I.ING 2 METRES PER YEAR |

Jayashree.Nandi
@timesgroup.com’

New Delhi: Residents of
Pushp Vihar have to dig 80
metres to extract water from
the ground. It’s one of hun-

.dreds of localities in south

and southwest Delhi where
the groundwater situation is
termed ‘critical’. What’s

- alarming, however, is that in

: Tughlakabad&Pushp

Vihar, where water is
extracted at 80m, may be

FULL COVERAGE: P 5 close to turning unproductive
many of these areas, the wa-  water table had dropped by 7
ter table continues to deplete  metresin Satbarivillageinthe
rapidly and no steps are being pastfiveyears, by 5m in Gadai-

" taken toreverse thetrend. pur; 3m in Asola and Sultan-
‘TOI accessed the latest —pur,and2m inBhatti.
Central Ground Water Board “Massive depletmn is tak-
data on the areaand foundthe ing place due to over-extrac-

tion. While too much water is
being taken out, very little is
getting recharged because of
concretlzation,” confirmed a
CGWBofficial.

" pContinuedonP 5
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'Scheme On Backburner For 2 Yrs Despite ReSIdents Being Keen; DJB Plans To Push It Now

Neha.Lalchandani -
@tlmesgroup com

New Delhi: Record March

_rainfall this time could have

helped the city tide over its

summer water crisis had the

water been tapped properly,
but most of it justflowed down
sewers after flooding roads
and jamming traffic. It isn’t
that the city lacks a rain-
water harvesting programme
(RWH), but for about two years
now it has been on the back-
burner despite keen interest
from residents—during the

AAP government’s budget

. consultations in Mayur Vihar,

people made a strong pitch

. forRWH.

Thecity’s groundwater lev-
els have plunged after years of

. indiscriminate pumping.and

RWH is the only way to replen-
ish aquifers. But for that the
programme has to be imple-
mented citywide, not in a few
demonstration projects.

The Sheila Dikshit govern-
ment had created awareness
about RWH and people who
wanted to set up these systems
got financial assistance. But

URGENTLY REQUIRED

-later; the programme got pus-

hed to thebackground in an at-
mosphere of political flux.
“There is no significant in-
crease in RWH within the city
between last year and now.

Some mandatory work has
been done for new buildings

but nothing substantial,” said

Jyoti Sharma, director of
Force,an NGO. DelhiJalBoard
had appointed Force and heri-
tagebody Intach to set up RWH
*pilot projects in two zones.
“We had created several de-
signs for RWH structures and
submitted them to the govern-
mentfor construction through
the ‘My Delhi, I Care’ fund.
While the fund has not been
scrapped, no assistance has
been granted from it in the past
yearorso,” Sharmasaid.

It is mandatory for all
buildings that discharge 10,000
litres or more of sewage every

day, and those that are builton

plots larger than 100sgm, to
harvest rainwater. Under the
‘My Delhi, I Care’ programme,
each district magistrate had
Rs7croretoRs8croreforRWH
and could allocate Rs 5 lakh to
Rs 7 lakh to each resident wel-
fare association. Individuals
could not apply for the assist-
ance, though.

In 2010, it was decided that
borewells would be allowed on
plots larger than 200sqm only

if RWH systems were in-
stalled. However, there is no
monitoring or enforcement of
thlsr'ule

DJB says it will actlvely
promote RWH this summer.
Sanjam Chima, consultant
PROof theboard,said, “Weare
giving a rebate of 10% to
households that have RWH
and 15% if there is a water
recycling plant on the prem-

_ises. The water utility will take

up a public awareness pro-
gramme to sensitize people
and encourage them to install
RWH systems.” .
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delh‘ir — 66.

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.
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For information of Chairman &Viember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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