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TN to hold spec1al IE

P9

session over Mekedatu

-EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

| CHENNAI,DECEMBER5

- THE TAMIL Nadu goVernment
\ hascalled for a special session of
‘the state Assembly Thursday to

press for the withdrawal of the
Central Water Commission’s

- (CWC)nod to Karnataka to pre-

pareadetailed project report on

- Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir
' and Drinking Water Project - -

- proposed across the Cauvery in
' Karnataka’s Ramanagaram dis-
+ trictwithits tail in Tamil Nadu.

.On November 22, Central

‘Water Commission (CWC) gavea
. go-ahead to Karnataka Neeravari

| NigamLimited for preparationofa -

detailed report on Mekedatu.
‘Tamil Nadu has maintained

| that the project will affect water
| flowinCauvery.Ithasargued that

the CWC nod was a violation of

. the Supreme Court’s order on

Cauvery water-sharing issue and
moved tofileacontempt petition
against the CWC chairman,
Karnataka Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy and Karnataka

,Dam dlspute today

; ‘Water Resources Mmlster DK

Shivakumar for violating the

_ Supreme Courtorderontheisste.

~ “We earlier passed a resolu-

tion in 2015 seeking the Centre's
‘intervention to stop the project re-
* portonMekedatu. The Assembly

session on Thursday evening will
passyetanother resolutionin this
regard,” a senior AIADMK minis-
ter told The Indian Express.

~ Thedecisionto conveneaspe-
cial Assembly session comes on

- theheels of the protestsand mas-

sive public - meetings by

“Opposition parties, including the
- DMK, accusing the Centre of
favouringKarnataka and failing to
_ protectthe interests of Tamil Nadu

despite their frequent meetings
with the PM and BJP miinisters,

- DMK chief MK Stalin Tuesday
said the party will not let Modi
enter Tamil Nadu if his govern-
ment goes ahead with the proj-
ect.“PM Modi, please remember

_ thatif you betray Tamil Nadu on

the Mekedatu project and fail to
save the people, we will create a

- situation in which you will never

come here,” Stalin said.
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You will see
‘aviral Ganga

' fromMarch 19

TILé6- 06

: New Delhi: Union water re-
i sources minister Nitin Gad-

kari on Wednesday claimed

| that the government ‘had

| “freed Kanpur

“the main pollu-
ters of Ganga,

" and that significant changes

¥

would be visible on the'

ground after March nextyear.
Banking on%4 sanctioned

& prOJects atan esumated cost of
©Rs 24,000 crore, he said he

would liketo assure peoplethat
“their dream of rejuvenated

- Gangawillsoon be fulfilled”.

‘He wasspeaking hereat the

India Water Impact Summit

" 9018 during which the govern-
:mentreleased Ganga River Ba-

s

sin Management Plan of five

~main stem river basin-states

- and launched Green Ganga

“App which will be used for geo-
_tagging saplings. He also said

. the Aviralta’ (uninterrupted
- flow) of river Ganga had also
* been given importance and a

notification had been publish-

|“ed in October to ensure that re-

" quired level of ecological flow

pwasalwaysmaintained. T
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ddressed, Nitin' Gadkan,

I ter Impact Summlt here on
 Wednesday. This is a mgmﬁ-
! cant statement, as ‘pnontls

.ing environmental flows —
‘and not mere cleaning —

“was a key demand of the

| Prime M1mster Narendra{ wer
| Modi had suggested that ef- S
= yment act on
~ clean and scve the Ganga,
: and dled on
vironmental flows could be -
; - Hydropowe :
‘ ~Umon ‘Water Resources Mi-

mster, said at the Indla Wa- .

di on June 22, dem‘anded f
 that all unde r-constructlon' . Gai
and propose

‘ the rivers th ;
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I mamed - Former Union Water Re-
_faviral’, 1tsﬂo unmterrupt-. fsourees Secretary ' Shashi
- 'ed. - A

- Shekhar, who led the Minis-

 December 2016, told The

- Hindu that treating sewage

- and cleaning the river was

~ always the priority. :

“The Prime Minister had i
“said, that prlorlty 1 was

- cleaning the river and prior-
ity 2 was ecology. We are

~ still far from cleaning the
~ rivér, and the ecological |
 flows notification (of Octob-

- er)is quite 1nadequate,” he

- said. : :

avi- try between June 2015 and .
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 Atul.Mathur
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. New De1h1 Delhl govern-

ment will be taking the
help of National Environ-
mental Engineering Rese-
arch Institute (NEERI) to
‘tap floodwater and rainwa-
ter during monsoon; rechar-

ge aquifers and store water
i in reservoirs along the Ya-
. muna to plug the demand

and supply gap of potable
‘waterinthenational capital.
Senior government func-

tionaries confirmed that
NEERI director Rakesh Ku-

mar mettheflood and irriga-
tion department minister
Satyendar Jain in his office

_in Delhi secretariat. They

discussed the possibility of

tapping millions of gallons

of floodwater released in

Yamuna from Hathnikund

barrage every monsoon.
Sources said NEERT will

assess how much water can

be stored and submit a re-

port to Delhi government in

the next few weeks. The
agency will also extend

| technicalknowhow toexecu-

{ tetheplan, officialssaid. .
© . The water released from
i Hathnikund every monso-
on, if stored, is adequate to

Cﬂmeet the ever- mcreasmg
requirement of the city

' government officials said.
_ Against the current de-

“gallonsperday (MGD), Delhi
- Jal Board manages to supply

913 MGD through various

sources, mcludmg -80-90

MGD ﬁ'om ranney and tube-

‘wells, 375 MGD from the

Yamuna, 240 MGD Ganga

water and 218 MGD from
;Bhakra storage. There is a
/ shortfallof overZOOMGD

Water released
from Hathmkund

- every monsoon, if
-stored, is enough to
meet Delhl S
fever-mcreasmg

» :,requlrement

“Studles done bythe Indi-
an Institute of Technology

Delhi, Central Ground Wa-
~ need 600-800 acres to set up

ter Board and otheragencies
mention that the depth of
sand in the Yamuna flood-
plain is about 40 metres and

has a buffer capacity to store -
substantial water,” said a

- senior government official.

The official added, “The -

huge tract on the left of the
28km Yamuna stretch betwe-

en Palla at Delhi»Héryaﬁa
borderand Wazirabad canbe

- used to create banks and re-
) - servoirs and channelise ad-
mand of about 1,130 million

ditional watertopercolatein’
aquifers. This will not only

help increase the groundwa-

ter level, but improve the
base-flow of the Yamuna.”
The groundwater can
then be extracted by instal-
ling more ranney wells.
“There will be sufficient

‘water available to easily

meet the supply shortage
of 200-300MGD. Channeli-

- sing water for storage will

not have any adverse impact

- on the ecological flow of the

river,” the officialadded.
. Officials, however, said

” ‘!tha,t a large part of the land

along the Yamuna is owned
by individuals and the go-

_ vernment will have to

work out a strategy to be

‘able to use it during monso-

on. The government will

thestoragefacility.

“An agreement will have
to be made with the farmers
for using their land during
monsoon. They can be
either paid rent or given
a portion of the stored
water for agricultural pur-
poses,” the officialadded.
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CEC to visit Ken
Betwa location to
check measures

DRAEXCLUSIVE

Nikhil M Ghanekar
mkhn ghanekar@dnamma net

New Delhi: The Supleme
Court-appointed Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC)
will visit the site of the Ken
Betwa river linking project
(KBLP) in Madhya Pradesh
to assess the efficacy of meas-
ures suggested by the Nation-
al Board for Wildlife (NBWL)
in order to mitigate damage
to forest and wildlife in the
Panna Tiger Reserve (PTR).
During their visit, the CEC
would also see a presentation
on the project by the Madhya
Pradesh forest department.

The project is based on di-
verting the Ken river’s water
to the Betwa river basin, but
the project dam would sub-
merge 100 sq.km of forestland,
and impact the habitats of ti-
gers, vultures and gharials.

The CEC is examining a
plea that claimed the
project clearance is in viola-
tion of the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act, 1972 (WPA). On
Monday, the CEC called sen-
ior officials of the National
Tiger Conservation Authori-
ty (NTCA) and wildlife divi-
sion of the Union environ-
ment ministry to hear their
response to the plea.

The petitioner’s advocate
said the project is in contra-
vention of the WPA, which
prohibits diversion of water

The project, that aims
to link Ken river to the
Betwa river basin, has
been stuck due to lack of
.consensus between Uttar
_‘Pradesh and Madhya
‘Pradesh; while experts
i havesald it could inflict
long-term damage on the
river-and the wildlife. -

and exploitation of wildlife
inside anational park unless
the state government and
NBWL are satisfied that it is
necessary for betterment of
wildlife. In response, NTCA
and the wildlife division
said a site inspection was
carried out before the NBWL
clearance, and mitigation
measures were recommend-
ed based on the site inspec-
tion report.

The NTCA and environ-
ment ministry officials said
that as part of the mitigation
measures, three sanctuaries
would be added to the Panna
landscape area.

However, the CEC ques-
tioned the connectivity of the
three sanctuaries with PTR
and sought to know about
their proximity to the tiger
reserve. The committee also
said they were not sure how
the addition of area to PTR's

landscape and impounding N
of water for the river linking v
project would help wildlife. - P
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% teardrop" represents the tragedy. v :
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Extreme weather report: four
_ neighbours worse hit than India

| IN A report that places India 14th  PakistanandNepalaboveIndiaonthe
- among countries most affectedbyex- list. For assessing econormic impact,
' treme weather events in the last 20 the CRIalso looks at losses per unit
. years(Thendian Express,December5), GDPofeachcountry. &

| fourofthe country’s neighbours are During 1998-2017, India faced the
| placedevenhigher. Myanmarisatrank “super-cyclone in Odisha, other cy-
. 3,Bangladeshat7, Pakistan at 8and”  clones, floods,landslides and extreme
| Nepal at 11 in the report, prepared by  rainand heatwave events. In a sepa-
t*- . Germanwatch, anindependentdevel- - rate list that looked at CRI for 2017

' opmentorganisation. ~ alone Indiaisagainranked at 14,while
. These rankings are based ona - Nepalis at4and Bangladeshat 9. The
- Climate Riskindex (CRI)developedby * reportmentions massiverains thataf-
. Germanwatch. It analyses quantified fected 40 million people and caused
[ impacts of extreme weather events, ' 1200deathsinthesethree countriesin
L in terms of fatalities and economic 2017, SriLanka,whose 20-year rankis
losses, Ttaccounts fortheseimpactsin ~ 31,isat rank2in2017(ayearinwhich -
i+ absolute aswell asrelative terms. This - heavy rain and landslides left more
& explains why the four neighbouring than200 dead).Conversely, Myanmar
- countries are listed asmore affected  and Pakistan, which are among the
by India. Although India suffered - mostaffected 15 for 1998-2017,im-
[ 73,212 casualties «during 1998-2017 - prove toranks 69 and 33 respectively
i anditsannualaverage casualtiesdur- - for 2017 Myanmar's positioninthe20-
© ing1998-2017was 3,660, secondonly  year list is largely on ‘account ‘of
. to Myanmar’s 7,048, an adjustment ‘Cyclone Nargis in 2008, whichleftan’
. for population places Bangladesh, ‘estimated 140 Jakhpeopledead.
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