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LAST YEAR SAW WILDFIRES IN CALIFORNIA & GR]:ECE DRrROUGHT IN SOUTH AFRICA, FLOODS IN KERALA %

UN: 2018 was fourth hottest year on record, outlook sizzling

M“’“‘” s Meteorological Organisation alone suffered 14 weather and  said temperatures could riseto ~ which all governments agreed
ALISTéﬁ‘bOYLE (WMO)said, based on data from climate disasters withlossesex-  15°C above pre-industrial times, ~ to avert “dangerous” man-
0SLO, FEBRUARY 6 US, British, Japanese and ceeding $1 billion each, led by ~ for instance if a natural EINino  made climate change.

: European weather agencies. hurricanes and wildfires, theUS  weathereventaddsaburstofheat. AUN report last year said the
LAST YEAR was the fourth “The long-term temperature National ~ Oceanic  and “Over the next five years  world is likely to breach 1.5°C

warmest onrecord and theout-  trend s far more important than
lookis for more sizzlingheatap-  the ranking of individual years,
proaching levels that most gov-  and that trend is an upward
ernments view asdangerousfor  one,” WMO Secretary-General
the Earth, a UN report showed  Petteri Taalas saic in a statement.

Atmospheric Administration thereisaonein10chanceofone  sometime between 2030 and
(NOAA) said. NOAA and NASA  of those years breaking the  2052oncurrenttrends, triggering
contribute data to the WMO. (1.5°C) threshold,” Professor  ever more heat waves, powerful
This year has also started ~ Adam Scaife of the Met Office  storms, droughts, mudslides, ex-
with scorching temperatures,in-  told Reuters of the agency's tinctionsand rising sea levels.

on Wednesday. “The 20 warmest years on record cluding Australia’s warmest medium-term forecasts. US President Donald Trump,
_ Weather extremes in 2018 have been in the past 22 years.” January on record. Against the “That is not saying the Paris ~ who has cast doubt on main-
included wildfires in California To combat warming, almost global trend, parts of the United ~ Agreementisdone for..butit'sa  stream climate science, plans to

and Greece, drought in South 200 governments adopted the States suffered bone-chilling  worrying sign,” he said. The  withdraw the United States from

Africa and floods in Kerala. Parisclimateagreementin2015 A house destroyed by the Camp Fire is seen in Paradise, cold fromablastof Arcticairlast ~ United Nations definesthe 1.5°C  the Paris Agreement. He did not
Record levels of man-made  to phase out the use of fossil fu- ~ California,in November. The UN said average global surface week.Jn WMO records dating  Paristemperaturetargetasa30-  mention climate change in his
greenhouse gas emissions, elsand limit the rise intemper- ~ temperatures were 1 degree Celsius above pre-industrial back to the 19th century, 2016  yearaverage, notafreakblipina  Stateofthe UnionspeechTuesday.
mainly fromburning fossil fuels, ~ atures to 2°C above pre-indus-  times in 2018. Reuters was the hottest year, boosted by single year. Patrick Verkooijen, head of the
trap ever more heat. trial times while “pursuing an El Nino weather event in the The United Nations saysthe ~ Global Centre on Adaptation in

Average global surface tem-  efforts” for 1.5°C. PacificOcean,ahead of2015and ~ worldis now ontrack foratem-  the Netherlands, said the WMO
peratures were 1 degree Celsius “The impacts of long-term  heat waves, intense precipita- NASA's Goddard Institute for 2017 with 2018 in fourth. perature rise of 3°Cormore by  reportshowed “climate changeis
above pre-industrial times in  global warmingare alreadybe-  tion and ecosystem change,”  Space Studies. The British Met Office, which ~ 2100.The Paris pact responded  not a distant phenomenon but is

2018, the UN's World ing felt — in coastal flooding, said Gavin Schmidt, director of Last year, the Umted States  alsocontributesdatatotheWMO, to a 1992 UN treaty under hereright now.” REUTERS
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! New Delhi: Delhi recorde
warm day on Wednesday with the maxmlmn
temperature recording 25.1 degre s Celsius —

above normalfor this time of the

ches abovenorrn e |
Delhi, however, is likely to
- see immediate relief with light
' tomoderate showersforecaston

Wednesdaynightand Thursday,
I accompanied -by gusty winds.

_ Theregional met officein its fo-

- recast also said isolated parts
' could seehailstorm activit :
i Delhlsa}rquahtymeanwhl— |
e, stayed in the “very poor”ca-
egory withan AQIof 352, asmo-
sture content remained ‘high.

emperature: s likely to dlp by3 =
0 4 degrees, however the mini- |
mum could | stLlL'remam high af-
er the showers. “An active wes- .
terndlsfurhance iscausingrain
{ in parts of northern Indiaand |
. Delhisaw very light rain onTu-
. esdaynight. We expect morera-
© -in on Wednesday and Thursday, -
! which should provide a cooling
effect,” said BP Yadav, head of
IMD’sregionalmetcentre. =
_ Accordingtotheregionalmet
loﬂice, - Safdarjung  received
 0.8mmof rainfallinthelast24ho-
i urs, while Aya Nagar and Lodhi
Road received 1.2 and 0.7mm of
_ rainrespectively. Delhi’s humidi-
& tylevels havebeenoscillatingbet-
. ween 70 t0100% in the last 24 ho-
< urs. The warmestlocationin Del-
* hi was Palam with a maximum
. temperature of 25.2 degree CelsL :
- us, metofficials said.
. “The air guality over Delhi
has not improved significantly
| as rainfall was not sufficient
';enough and wind speed was also
moderate “The AQI is expected 3
~to improve slightly but not sig-
. nificantly Itwillremainoscilla- |
tmg between poorand very poor
fornexttwodays,” said SAFAR’s
- forecaston Wednesday.
“According to the Met office,
“"I‘hursdaywﬂlseehghttomodera»
ide rain, accompanied with isola-
- ted hailstorm activity and strong R
. surface winds ranging from 25to B B
i 35km/hr. “Themaximumandmi-
 nimum temperatures could be
around 21 and 13 degrees Celsius
- respectively,said ametofficial.
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VISHAV BHARTI
TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE ‘
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 6
Various initiatives taken by

- the state government to stop
. over exploitation of ground-
| water resources seems to

- have gone down the drain as
on an average, the water
table is going down at the

- rate of 0.37 metre every year.

A recent report has
- found that the condition
of groundwater resources
have deteriorated further
in the past five years.

A report ‘Groundwater
Resources of Punjab’ by

. the Central Ground Water
- Board -and the State’s

Water = Resources
Environment Directorate
has found that the over-

exploitation of groundwa-

ter hasincreased by 16 per
. cent in the past six years.
. The groundwater extrac-

tion has increased from 149
i percentofthe total recharge

in 2013 to 165 per cent in the
. present report. The outcome
. isthatabout 79 per cent area
 ofthe state is over-exploited.

i Outof 138 blocks, 109 blocks

- are ‘over-exploited’ two

. ‘blocks are ‘critical’ five are

2T ,mlu/ec tori

dia (New Delhi)

and

P\Ej:ih‘sthT] Pairika, (

ater tabledec
govtsteps go dow

Average fall 0.37 m/year grou ndwater extractnon increasesto 165 %
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‘semi-critical’ and only 22
fall in the safe category.

The number of over-exploit-
ed blocks has increased from

105 in 2013 to 109. “There is
‘an urgent need to recharge
groundwater in the over-
exploited blocks and develop

| | O

“Hoshiarpur,
Moga, Mohali, Pathankot,

&)

eccan Chronicle
gccan Herald

he Times of indiz (&)
usiness siandargd
het romm nmss

available s'hallow groundwa-
ter in safe blocks to avoid
waterlogging in future ! the
report observed. |
~In historical analys1s of
groundwater, the report not-
ed that the groundwater lev-
el fell almost in 85 per cent
of the area between 1984 .and
2016. While in the remaining .
-about 15 per cent area of the
state it has risen during this
period. It has been observed
‘that the area, in which
groundwater table is more
than 10-metre deep, has
been continuously increas-
ing. It was 14.9 per cent in

June 1989, 20 per cent in

June 1992, 28 per cent in
June 1997, and 44 per cent in
June 2002 and 61 per centin
June 2008, 65 per cent area
fell in that category in 2016.

- 1t has been found that

’the average yearly rate of

fall of water level in ?the

‘past six years was- a.pprox-

imately 0.37 metre a year.
However, in badly-hit
areas, including Barnala,
Bathinda, Fatehgarh Sahib,
Jalandhar,

Patiala and Sangrur, it was

~approximately 0.49 metre.
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Efforts to fast-track
irrigation projects
yield mixed results

Many of the projects that were fasi-tracked for completion in 2016 remained under
construction foryears due to problems in funding and land acquisition. Archive

AMITABH SINHA \\Q// ,2/

PUNE, FEBRUARY 6

IN ONE of the strongest push inrecent years
on increasing irrigation coverage, the gov-

ernment had, in the 2016 budget, made ma--

jor financial outlays for creating new irriga-
tion infrastructure in the country. It had
announced that of the roughly 150 then-on-
going ‘irrigation projects under the
Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme
(AIBP), 99 would be expedited and com-
pleted by the end of 2019. Together, these
projects, put on the fast-track, were to add
abotrt 75 lakh hectares of cultivable land un-
der irrigation network.

Three years down the line, the govern-
ment effort seems to have yielded only
mixed results till now. Government's own
figures, available on the AIBP website, show
thatonly six of these projects have been fully
completed till now, while another 45 are
more than 90 per cent complete. A senior of-
ficial from the Ministry of Water Resources
said latest information from the states, which
was yet to be updated on the ATBP website,
showed that 31 of these projects had been
fully completed.

“Some of these are showing 99 per cent

_or 98 per cent completion rate on the web-

site. These remaining works in some of the
projects are not related to water networks
but other small things. The information we
have from the states as of today shows 31of
these projects are now ready, and have
achieved 100 per cent irrigation potential
that these were supposed to create,” the of-
ficial said.

However, many of these projects had
completed over 90 per cent of the worls last

year itself but have still not beenable tocarry’

outthe remaining works. “Some of these had
reached their full irrigation potential, and
started distributing water. At some places,
the irrigation flow reduces the window pe-
riod for completing the remaining construc-
tion works. Work can be done only when the
water is not flowing. This can be one of the
reasons why some projects are stuckat 950r
98 per cent completion for severalmonths,”
the official said.

With less than a year left in the targeted
time period, alotof work remains tobe done.
At least 15 projects are not even 60 per cent
complete, and a few of them might even be
abandoned. The Punpun project in Bihar

could not even take off due to problems in
land acquisition and is likely to be dropped
from the programme. The same fate is said
to await Karapuzha project in Kerala, again
because of problems inacquiring land, Some
other projects are also facing land acquisi-
tion issues.

The renewed push on irrigation, which
had come in the 2016 budget, was seen as
Key toreviving the farm sector. Of the nearly
142 million hectares of land under cultiva-
tion in the country, only about 64 million
hectares, less than half, had assured access
to irrigation facilities till 2016. The rest de-
pended on rainwater. Nearly 60 per cent of
irrigated land uses pumped ground water,
banking on free or highly-subsidised power
provided to farmers in most states, thereby
putting further pressureona fast-depleting
critical resource. : ;

Many of the projects that were fast-
tracked for completion in 2016 had remained
under-construction for several years, some
even for a couple of decades, due to prob-
Jems in funding and land acquisition. The de-
Jays had led to major cost-overruns and in
many cases the budgetary allocations were
barely enough to cover for these escalation
in costs. '

Arecently concluded performance audit
of the AIBP programme, submitted to
Parliament last month, makes a stinging crit-
icism of the implementation. The AIBP pro-
gramme was kicked off in 1996 to speed up
ongoing major and medium rrigation proj-
ects that were getting delayed due to fund
crunch. The AIBP programime was subsumed
in the wider Prime Minister Krishi Sinchai
Yojana (PMKSY)launched in 2015.

The CAG audited the performance of AIBP
programme in the 2008-2017 period and
found “violation of programime guidelines”,
“irregular release of funds”, “deficiencies in
preparationand processing of detailed proj-

ectreports”, “incorrect calculation of]geneﬁt .

costratio” and several other problemsin the
implementation.

It had also pointed to “financial irregular-
ities such as diversion of funds amounting to
Rs 1,578.55 crore, parking of funds amount-
ing to Rs 1,112.56 crore and fictitious and
fraudulent expenditure amounting toRs 7.58
crore”. .

“Implernentation of projects under AIBP
was tardy, with delays in completion of proj-
ects ranging from one to 18 years,” the CAG
report noted.
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TI;GT asks Wh ?5“ not

collected from Delhutes every month

- Ritam. Halder@timesgroup com

NewDeIhJ De1h1 was supposed to
“pay for polluting the Yamuna. But
inotevenasingle pennywas collec-
[ ted as authorities are yet to initia-
‘tethe collection process.
¢ A green court-appointed moni-
{ toring committee has termed itasa
« “dereliction of duty” and “wilful de-

- fiance of NGT orders”. In 2015, hol-

dingeveryDelhiresidentresponsib-
lefor polluting the Yamuna; the Na-
: tional Green Tribunal (NGT) had
- ordered every household to pay
. acertainamount each month as en-
. vironment .. compensation (EC)
ranging between Rs100and Rs 500.
“The tribunal had given clear
dJrec’uons onlevyngCfor sewage

EAS Y e

File photo £

CQST 05 PO..LUTE&H In 2015, NGT
had ordered every household to pay
- amonthly compensation of 2100-500

generated both by authorised and
unauthorised colonies. This was

"ﬂected by the DIB. The CEO of

: . DJBhad writtentotheprincipal se-

cretary (UD) asking him to relook

- at the matter of levying EC as"

—ordered by NGT pursuant to cabi-

- netdecision of 07.08.2015. It isclear

thatthegovernmenthadtaken ade-

_cision to levy sewage charges on
each household but'this wasnot be-
ing implemented,” the committee

| saidinitsreporttothegreen court.

NGT chairperson Justice AK
‘Goel had set up the committee in
2] uly tomonitor the cleaningof the

river. The committee includes

former Delhi chief secretary
Shailaja Chandra and retired ex-

- pertmember BS Sajwan.
not being done and for more than
three years the matter had been de-

~Even as the judgment imposing
EC under polluter pays principle

(’PPP) for payment of se age char

- geswasstayed by Supreme Courton
© 30.10.2015, the court 0n 18.01.2016 cla-

rified that the stay operated only in
respect of TPDDL; the committee.
“It was only the mode of realisation
thatwasstayed: mr%pect of TPDDL
and not the levy ‘of EC. The Delhi
Jal Board was, ’rherefore freetorea-
hsetheECthroughthe othertwo po-
wer distribution companies, name-
ly, ‘BSES (Yamuna) and BSES

' (Rajdhani). In any case, it is for the

DJBtofind waysandmeansof reali-
sing EC under PPP, if the same can-
not be realised through the power
distribution companies,” itsaid.

_ The ‘monitoring . committee

“has requested the Delhi chief se-
‘cretary tolook into thematter.
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