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Namami Gange holds 4th
consultative meetmg

By Mail Today Bureau in
New Delhi

(HAM)',

bers of Commerce & Industry

gineering Limited,
Corporation (IFC),

beit
pers (PwC), KPCPL etc.

Addressing the stakeholders,
Upendra Prasad Singh, secre-
tary, ministry of water resources,
river development and Gangare-
juvenation, said that the Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM) is proving
to be a gamechanger and this in-
novation is adding value to proj-
ects in sewerage infrastructure.
Besides being a role model for
players from different sectors, he
believed that quality of overall
delivery would also improve un-
der HAM in the future.

Rajiv Mishra, director general,

I NMCG was pleased to see all

the stakeholders on one plat-
form and was confident that

" the discussions would help to

build understanding of the con-
cerns associated with qualifica-
tion, financing, timelines

and other terms of bid
documents on devel-
opment of sewage
treatment plants
(STPs) under
HAM with public
private  partner-
ship (PPP) and
create confidence

7 ational Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), in collaboration with
PTC Financial Services Limited,
& organised the 4th consultative
~meeting on ‘Development of Sewage Treat-
ment Plants through Hybrid Annuity Mode
recently at India Habitat Centre,
" Delhi. There was wide participation of all
the major players in the water/waste water

- sector as well as other stakeholders, devel-
opers, consultants, financial institutions,
bankers etc. including Adani Group, Lar-
sen and Toubro, Suez India, U.P. Jal Nigam,
Voltas, ICICI Bank, World Bank, Union
Bank of India, Federation of Indian Cham-
(FICCD),
Aquanomics System Limited, Korfta En-
International Finance
SREIL Mahindra,
sellschaft tur Internationale Zusammenar-
(GIZ), KPMG, PricewaterhouseCoo-

H suioa s
k CS TETAR ﬁiﬁ,&

Ge-

in the mind of investors.
Mishra looked forward to the
suggestions; addressing the
challenges and expediting the
processes.

At the interactive session,
the secretary, along with the
NMCG team, made sure that
all the valued inputs and sug-
gestions by stakeholders, pro-
spective developers, contribu-
tors,vand investors would be
included in the policy frame-
work of HAM projects.

Before HAM projects, the fo-
cus was more on asset creation
which led to under utilisation
and inefficient operation of
many STPs. Under the HAM
with PPP projects, uplo 40 per

cent of the capital cost of
the project is paid by
the government dur-
ing the construc-
tion phase of the
project. The re-
maining capital
investment on
the project, the
cost of operations

and maintenance of STP are
paid over a pericd of 15 years
as quarterly instalments. The
payvment of the project in the
given period has been linked

to performance standards of

the project. Interest rate risk
and inflation risk is also cov-
ered in the model.

The pioneering projects in
sewerage infrastructure un-
der HAM with PPP have been
started in Haridwar and Vara-
nasi, followed by projects in
Mathura, Howrah, Prayagraj,

Kanpur and Patna. A total of

30 packages have been pre-
pared under this model, out
of which six packages have al-
ready been awarded, bids have
been received in two projects
and nine are under the process
of bidding.

The HAM has been further
improvised through ‘one city.
one operator’ model, wherein
operations of new STPs, exist-
ing STPs, pumping stations
and pipe lines are all given to
one operator to manage. This

mitiative is proving to be a par-
adigm shift in the waste water
treatment sector giving one
stop solution to sewage treat-
ment of an entire city. The sin-
gle ownership and accountabil-
ity for end-to-end operations
assures continued performance
for both existing and new sew-
erage infrastructure

The innovation has been
recognised at the internation-
al level. Varanasi waste water
treatment project was recogn-
ised as the ‘Water Deal of the
Year' by International Infra-
structure Journal and recently
NMCG was awarded distinc-
tion as ‘Public Water Agency
of the Year at Global Water
Summit, London.

Besides, various other sub-
jects were also discussed dur-
ing the consultative meeting.
including the technical and
financial criteria needed 10
bid in the project, experience
in the sector, funding issues.
concerns of banks and other
financial institutions.
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TAMING THE TEMPEST

Odisha’s handling of Cyclone Fani points to the gains the state
has made in dealing with natural disasters

HE ODISHA GOVERNMENT can take credit for minimising the impact of Fani,
ararestqf rare summer cyclone that made landfall near Puri on Friday. It flat-
tened several structures on the coast and disrupted essential services in the
state. Every death is one too many, but the death toll, at 34, was expected to
« - be worse. Two decades ago, the Super Cyclone, which swept the state with windspeeds
= similar to Fani, killed over 10,000 people. Odisha had then promised to put systems and
structures in place to deal with cyclones, an unavoidable natural phenomenon on the
“ Bay of Bengal coast. The administration’s resolve was tested by Cyclone Phailin in 2013
- and now, it has stood up to the onslaught of Fani.
; The administration could plan the evacuation of over a million people largely because
the Indian Meteorological Department had tracked the stormy’s path accurately since it
¢ originated as a tropical depression in the Indian Ocean, off Sumatra, on April 26. As the
" eye of the storm moved across the Bay of Bengal, the Odisha administration embarked
_ onamassive communication outreach to get the vulnerable population on the coast shift
. tonearly 900 cyclone shelters that had been built in the aftermath of the 1999 Super
. Cyclone. Loud speakers to radio and TV commercials to mobile phones — 2.6 million text
messages were sent out — were pressed into service to spread the message of the im-
v pending storm and fishermen warned not to go out into the sea. Thousands of volun-
7 teers, emergency workers, police officers executed the evacuation plan and by the time
~ the cyclone crossed over to the land, most of the population had been moved to the shel-
~ ters. The administration had also readied boats, helicopters and the necessary equipment
to clear roads, fallen trees etc. Now that the worst has passed, it is time to start counting
the losses. Electricity and water supply are to be restored in rural and urban areas. That,
¢ hopefully, will be done soon. People and the state administration will need a generous
- hand from all sections of society to rebuild homesteads, livelihoods and infrastructure. But
the administration has passed the first test.

Cyclones have been both a boon and bane of India’s eastern coasts. These tropical
~storms feed water systems on the eastern coast, even as they wreaked havoc on unsus-
pecting populations in the past. Advanced technologies now allow accurate prediction of
cyclone paths and enable people to be prepared when the storm arrives. Equally impor-
tant is that the administration and political leadership are now more capable and will-
ing to put in the extra effort to contain the impact of cyclonic storms. A similar resolve
would help Odisha get back on its feet soon.
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Thunder on the Coast
T
s the wind with a speed of 175 kilometres per
Ahour howled in Odisha on Friday morning,
the message that resonated in echo cham-
bers across the country was that the state cries out
for a massive national effort towards reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation of the dispossessed in the
coastal belt ~ Puri, Bhubaneswar, Kendrapara, Cut-
tack, and Jagatsinghpur. Alas, it has turned out to be
a decadal catastrophe. Ten years after Cyclone Aila
convulsed West Bengal (26 May 2009) and close to
20 years after the super cyclone devastated Odisha
(29 October 1999), both the eastern states will have
to grapple with the tragedy for some time yet,
deflecting the focus from the puerile electoral joust
between a Chief Minister and the Prime Minister. In
the hour of the tragedy, the political relief must
seem to be considerable. The response, specifically
the assistance package, will hopefully match the
scale of the devastation. Cyclone Fani is the most
severe cyclonic storm since the super cyclone and
this is the grim message to be drawn from Friday’s
Jandfall. In several respects, it has turned out to be
decidedly more destructive. That Kolkata and
coastal South Bengal were spared the worst at mid-
night lends no scope for a sense of Schadenfreude,
specifically the “pleasure” derived from another’s
misfortune. The collapse of “mobile towers” in
. Bhubaneswar has been symptomatic of the general
' collapse of connectivity, with Kolkata airport closed
for nearly 24 hours and 223 trains cancelled. To that
- must be added the near-total breakdown of power
supply, almost inevitably leading to a crippling
shortage of water. As battered Odisha languishes
in unsplendid isolation, one must give credit to the
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the
precautionary measures, which have arguably
checked the number of casualties. Notably, the
' evacuation of 12 lakh people two days before the
| cyclone from the low-lying areas of the coastal dis-
tricts is a reflection of Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik’s signal of intent ~ “The priority is to take care
of the people.” On Monday morning, restoration
! of communication links and power supply were the
two other forbidding tasks. »

It redounds to the credit of the BJD government
that Odisha has been the first state to put in place
an Odisha State Disaster Management Authority
(OSDMA), which is backed up by the Odisha Disas-
ter Rapid Action Force. This structural arrangement

. has ensured an efféctive response, as immediate
. as it was concerted. The district administrations
" had acted with the very first weather forecast on
' the impending cyclone, reaffirming that there
ought to be no time-gap between the alert and
. response. With not dissimilar alacrity, the govern-
_ ment will be expected to contain the ballooning
food inflation in the wake of the cyclone not the
b least because of the limited purchasing power of
people in a predominantly rural state with a siz-
able swathe belonging to the BPL category. The
overwhelming darkness is as literal as it is figurative
in a state that is generally acknowledged to be an
investment destination. Puri, for instance, exem-
plifies the grot of poverty and the glitz of tourism.
Let India help Odisha.
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| aNaveen draws
praise for Fani
' work from PM

e

SATYASUNDAR BARIK l
BHUBANESWAR =

Prime Minister Narendna
‘Modi on Monday an-
. nounced an assistance of

1 1,000 crore to Odisha for
; carrying out restoration
" work in cyclone Fani-hit
' regions.

"Mr. Modi said,

After an aerial survey,
“The Na-
veen Patnaik-led govern-

i ment has done a commen-
| dable job in evacuating the
| coastal areas to av01d Ioss

of lives”
He also held a meetmg

. with senior officers of the
! State and the Central go-
. vernment at the Biju Pat-

naik International Airport.

ODISHA SEEKS 10,000 CRORE,

SPECIAL STATUS » PAGE10

q

Odisha seeks 10,000 cr
for power mfrastructure

State wants spec1a] category status

| SATYASUNDAR BARIK 7]
- BHUBANESWAR

Prime Mlmster Narendra

| Modi on Monday an-

. nounced ex gratia of 2 lakh

.. to the next of kin of the de-.
- ceased and 350,000 to the

-~ seriously m]ured ‘as the

v

* death toll in cyclone Fani
| rose to 35 in Odisha.

According to a statement

i released by PIB, he pro-
mised further assistance af-
ter the assessment by an in-
. ter-ministerial Central team.

‘Assuring that a Central

| team would visit the State

{ soon to assess the extent of
' damage to infrastructure,
_ housing,
- farms and relief needed to
- be provided to the State, Mr.
| Modi directed the State and
. Central government officers
. of power, telecom and rail-
- | ways to ensure Testoration

fishermen and

of services at the earliest. -
Since district-wise dam-

' age could not be compiled
* due to failure of the commu-

nication ‘network, the 0d-

- isha government would sub-
/mit a memorandum  in
. detail after. assessment of

~ the darnage, 1t was sald at a
- Teview meeting with the

Prime Minister.
Seeking Central assis-
tance, Chief Minister Na-

-veen Patnaik laid emphasis -
_ on the power sector. Coastal
- Odisha needs funds to the
- tune ‘of ¥10,000 crore for
 building disasterresilient

- power mfrastructure, he

sald

Housmg needs ,
Similarly, provision of five
lakh disaster-resilient affor-

_dable houses which would

require ¥7,000 crore was
sought at the review meet-
ing. The State government
demanded special allot-
ment under the Prime Mi-
nister Awas YOJna with
90:10 funding ratio. ~
. The Chief Minister also

_demanded that Odisha be

granted special category sta-
tus. “As Odisha faces such
extreme calamities fre-

- quently, we seek special ca-
- tegory status for the State.”

The death toll was the
hlghest in Puri district at 21
casualﬁes |
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_ Can'trisk water cut,
takmg back plea: DJB

Says Doing So Under Pressure From Haryana

v AbhmavGarg@tnmesgroup com"'(ib j

 NewDelhi: InapecuharmovetheDel}ugo ;
. vernment has approached the Delhi high

‘ court saying it wants to withdraw its plea

- for protection of water supply flow to the ci-

- ty;asitisunder pressure from Haryana.

: Filed on Monday, the plea by Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) says it wishes to withdraw
1ts earlier plea in pubhc interest of citi-

' zens of the capital, who are dependent on

% theneighbouring state for water supply.

. “Now Haryana insists that DJB with-
draw its application if it-is to consider
l supply of water to Delhi. Further, bunds

and blockades are being created in thema-
in river course to obstruct drinking water
supply toDelhi,” thelatestplea, likely to co-
me up for hearinglater this week, says.

Earlier, DJB had sought directions
from the court for immediate takeover of

- the crucial canal and channel systems
supplying water to Yamuna from Harya-
na, either by the central government ora
neutral central body.

The DJB, termmg its apphcatlon for
withdrawal “extra-ordinary”, pointed
out that “since the further supply andre-
lease of water to Delhihas been linkedto :
withdrawal of this application... it is be-
ingdonetoensurethatrequired drinking
watersupply ismadetothecity.” : -

It added that theeting the “preconch»
tion” imposed by Haryana and Centre is

crucial in the larger interests of protec-
ting water supply to the national capital
,which isat the onset of this most critical
hottest phaseof summer. =
- Based on DJB’s earlier plea, HC had

“asked the Haryana governmenttoensure
thatitreleases the entire quantity of wa-

terrequired as perthe undertaking given
by it to the court. Haryana has to release
719.cusecs of water per day into Munak

‘canaland 330 cusecs per day in Delhi Stib-
-Branch Canal, according to the underta-
kmg and earlier courtorders.

Meanwhlle the main petitioner who-
se PIL led to court orders, advocate S B

% Tripathi, alsofiled a plea in HC pointing

out that it is essential that Yamuna river
isnot left high and dry at any point of ti-

meandaminimumamountof waterisal-
. waysthere.

Tripathi has argued that 1f environ-

¢ mental flow is maintained in the river
-“there is no question of water loss due to

seepage. He also urged the courtto direct
the Centreto“‘superviseand/ortake over
the control at Tajewala barrage with in-

“stallation of meters of water releases to

ensure that 1974 cusecs of water is relea-
sed in Yamuna” and Delhi government

*should be ordered to take steps to take

over canals falling in Delhi territory for
their smooth management.
' Citing the peak summer season, DJB

- had contendedthat “an imminent water cri-

sis is likely to hit Delhi owing to the failure
of Haryana to supply waterasrequired pur-

~suant to orders of the Supreme Court”.
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DELHIIN NUMBERS
WATER WARS HEAT UP Delhi's water sources

£ Water supply (million gallons/day)

IN ELECTION SEASON e R

HOWINDIALIVES.COM
Ganga| .
,V?IHA.T'S 1B A ) Bhakra damstorage | -
Ihe installed capactty of the water L
treatment plant in Delhi's Wazirabad Groundwater |

(in million gallons/duy).
Source: Economic
Survey of Delhi 2017-18
WHY DOESIT MATTER?

As summer peaks, the Wazirabad reservoir has found itself at the centre of a water
dispute between Delhi and Harvana. The Delhi Jal Board (DJB), which is in charge of
supplying water to the National Capital Region, has complained to the Delhi high court
about Haryana’s alleged reluctance to supply ample water to the Warizabad reservoir,
which accounts for more than 12% of water treatment capacity in Delhi. The DJB told
the court that the reservoir caters Lo key parts of the city, including Rashtrapati
Bhavan. the Prime Minister’s residence. and much of Lutyens Delhi. The 1M B has
heen demanding that the centre should supervise the release of water from Haryana,
at least during pealt summers. Haryana. in turn. says Delhi should do more to prevent leakage
ol water—the capital loses 30% of water (o leakage and thelt. More than 40% of raw water available (o Delhi comes [rom the
Yamuna. which passes through Haryana before reaching Delhi. Last week, Delhi’s deputy chiel minister Manish Sisodia even
alleged (hat Harvana was building a bund in the river to obstruct the flow of water to Delhi ahead of elections.
Howindialives.com is a database and scarch engine for public data
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