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‘The UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterreshas called for
~urgent climate action and

increased ambition ahead of

his climate summit in Sep-
tember, after the United

rganisation (WMO) released
* datashowingthe pastfour years
wereoﬁimallythe fourwarmest
“onrecord'.
' Hisreaction onWednesday
came after WMO issued a
report confirming that 2015,
2016,2017and 2018 were the
four warmest years recorded
 todate. Theanalysis, based on
. themonitoring performedby

five leading international’

. organisations, also shows that
. the global average surface
‘temperature in 2018 was
. approximately 1 Celsius above
‘the pre-industrial (1850 1900)
" baseline.
~ Thelong-term temperature
{ trend is far more important
thanthcranlqngofmdlvxdual
years, and that frend is an
upward one, said WMO Sec-
‘retary-General Petteri Taalas.
The 20 warmest years on
‘record have been in the past
22 years.The degree ofwarm-

ationsWorld Meteorological -

released in November 2018,
Guterres said it confirms the
urgency ofaddressing climate
action, and echoes the science
 presented by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) in its October
2018 special report on the
impacts of a global warmmg
ioE 150,
TheIPCCreportthatfound
that limiting global warming
to 1.5Cwill require rapid and
far-reaching transitions in
~land, energy transport, and
cities and that global netemnis-
~_sionsofcarbon dioxide, attrib-
;utable to human activity,
wouldneedtofa]lbyabout45

2030, reachingnetzero' around
- 2050.Inorderto mobilise polit-
- ical will, Guterres is conven-
~ ing a Climate Summit on 23
Septemberﬂns year focusing
~ on nine key areas of raised
ambition on chmate mitiga-
tion measures, how to man-
age the transition to alterna-
tive energy sources, manag-
mgmdustnai transition, com-
ing up withsolutions through
agriculture, oceans, forests
and nature- related environ-
ments.

‘ ecosystems in2018,1 id.
| Manyofthe extremeweath-

er events are consistent with
whatwe expectfromachang-
ing climate. Thisisarealitywe
‘need toface up to. Greenhouse
gasemissionreductionand cli-

ing dunngthe past fouryears
“hasbeen exceptional, both on
land and in the ocean.
Temperatures are only part
'ofthe story. Extreme and hlgh
impactweatheraffected many
-countriesand millions of peo-
- ple, with- devastatmg reper-
‘ cussions for economies and

“mate adaptation measures
'should be a top global prior-

- per cent from 2010 levels by -
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Last four years hottest on record, UN confirms 8- T
PARis: The last four years were the hottest since global tem-
i perature records began, the UN has confirmedinananaly-
. sisthat it said was a “clear sign of continuing long-term cli-
L : 1 mate change” The UN's World
| Meterological ~ Organisation
| saidin Novernberthat2018was
set to be the fourth warmest
year in recorded history. On
Wednesday it incorporated the
| final weeks of last year into its
L : climate models and concluded
| thataverage global surface temperature in 2018 was 1°Cel-
. sius above pre-industrial baseline levels, The 20 warmest
©_ years in history all occurred within the last 22 years. arp
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.disrupted wit séveralve
cles skidding. ‘Many vehi- [ 5
cles were stranded at Kufrl llowing the avalanche :

-and Narkanda Wa:mmg by the Snow and i
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o PRIER of the strategic Jawahar Tun-

i Life in Kashmir was brought nel, connecting the Valley
toastandstill by afreshspell ~ with the country, closing
of heavy snowfall on Thurs-  traffic. 21 traffic was also :
day, forcing closure of both  suspended “due 1o poor ;
air and stirface traffic. Traffic v151b111ty” el onlny o
in capital Srmagar was falso ;
shit, i v ~ Ambulances stuck i

- Kashmir witnessed a  Locals posted videos of peo-
- night-long snowfal] that con- ‘ple carrying pregnant wo-
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Snow brmgs hfe t@ a

'standstﬂl in Kashmlr

Thursday =NISSA HMAD

tinued all day on Thursday

- According to officials, 5 to 31

cm of snowfall was recorded

: Roads dosed ﬁlghts suspended

A huge trafﬁqam in Srmagar due to heavy snowfall on -

2

blocked one of thetwo ,tubes

in various areas. South Kash- -

mir’s Banihal recorded 23

<-cm, while Kokemag;, wit-

. nessed 31 cm of snow.

- An official said a rescue

operation was on to reach
-around 15 families hit by ava-

5

‘bad area.

~ lanche at Kokerbagh were °
lanche i in Baramulla s Rafia- ;
. central Kashxmr” saJd the

* police. .

men on cots due to block-
ades on the inter-district
roads. Many ambulances

were. also caught in the

SNOW.
*“A pregnant woman stuck

in snowbound Arizal village
‘in Budgam was rescued. Vil-

lagers trapped in an ava-

shifted to safer locatlons in
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i Los Angeles ‘Rlsmg temper— .

aturesincreasethe concentration

of aerosols in the atmosphere [

that cause air pollution, accord-
ing 40 a study which highlights
another effect of climate change.
;... While climate change is
. warming the ocean, it is warm-
ing the land faster, which is bad
news for air quality all over the

world, according to researchers

¢ from the University of Califor-
- nia,Riversidein the US.
The study, published in ‘Na-*
ture Climate Change’, shows
- that the contrast in warming be-
ween the continents and sea,
¢ called the land-sea warmingcon-
trast drives up the aerosol con-
centration in theatmosphere.
- Aerosols are tiny solid parti-

E

clesor liquid droplefs suéperided :

in the atmosphere. ‘They can

“come from natural sources, like
s the atmosphere.

dust ‘or wildfires, ‘or human-

- made sources such as wvehicle

and industrial emissions., = -

Aerosols affect the climate :

195

ystem, including disturbances
to the water cycle, as well as hu-

atcanleadto healthproblems
“A robust response to an i

.crease in greenhouse gases 1is

at the land is going to warm
ster than the ‘ocean. This en-

“hanced land warming is also as- :
ociated with increased conti-

nental aridity,” said Robert Al-

~len anassociate professor. . -
P The increase inaridity leads
_todecreased low cloud cover and
- less rain, which is the main way

that aerosols are removed from

‘Todeterminethis, researchers

ransimulations of climate change

under two scenarios. The first as-

manhealth. Theyalsocausesmog;
and other kinds of air pollution

lished on 08 02 20[9 ..... _iiat‘hﬁ
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_ingmodel, in which warming pro-
ceedsata constant, upwardrate.
~»The second ‘model probed -a

warmed less than expected.
In the business-as-usual sce-

. mario, enhanced land. warmmg
_increased continental
- and, subsequently, the concen-

tration of aerosols that leads to
moreairpollution.
_ However, the second model — -

- identicaltothebusiness-as-usual

model excepttheland warmingis

~ weakened — leads to a muted in-
‘crease in continental aridity and
-air pollution: Thus, the increase
“in air pollution is a direct conse-
‘quence of enhanced land warm-
- mg and contmental drymg PTI,
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