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- there’s one good reason why

© more snow in the past three

TP T S o 5 20 2z

| Hifhaléi(én Rive

 Amit.Bhattacharya y'
@timesgroup.com ' '

New De]hi: Despite projec- :
tions of a hot summer ahead,

north India may not face.a
major water crisis at least’
over the next two months —
very good snowfall in the
western Himalayas.

From J&K to Uttarak-
hand, the region received its
highest snowfall this year in

manyseasons.HimachalPra- ,

desh recorded 95-year-high
snowfall in the January to

{igh snowf;
water crisis

rs To Have Good
s |

Hindustan {(Hindi)

av Bharat Times {Hindi)
Eunjab Keshari {Hindi)
The Hindu {New Delhi)
Rajasthan Patrike (Hindi)-

4

March period, according to

the state met department. Ut- 3

tarakhand too had its best B .

snowfall since 2014, as per da-

4a from the state met depart-

ment’s lone snow gauge in
Mukteshwar, which recorded

months than in the past four
years puttogether. ;

. Winter precipitation (rain
and snow) in Srinagar and
Jammu was the second-high-
estin the pastdecadewhilein .
arid Leh, it was the highest
since at least 2009. These fig-

~ures point to good accumula-

tion of snow in the high
mountain reaches, which are
the sources of nearly all Tiv--
ersinnorthIndia. G

“wThere’s around 13 feet of
snow in the Kedarnathregion
this year while around this
time last year, we had found
snow just four-five feet deep,”
said D PDobhal, aveteran gla-
ciologist at the ‘Wadia Insti-
tute of Himalayan Geology.

Dobhal said thedifference

b 2015

Sup

%018

i

tg?’MarEh)fin mm

2019

goes beyond the higher depth .
~wearereferringto. Theperen-

nial glaciers too will be posi- -

 tively impacted by the higher

of snow this year. Since SNOW
this year

season, it has had time to

_compact and turn into ice. -
Jepour-five feet of snow melts
“fast when temperatuz;esrise ;

put 13 feet will take a much
Jonger time ‘because of 1its
hardnessand therole of high-

-er snowfall in lowering tem-
_peratures in these regions,” -
- theexpertsaid. "

«Thismuch snow willmelt.
-over a period of at least two

~months. So, one'can expect

good discharge in Hixnalayan

rivers till June, around the

time the monsoon arrives.

had _accumulated-
over many episodes over the -

This is non-permanent snow

snowfall,” Dobhalsaid. -
. A2015 hydrological mod-

ellingstudy on Sutlejriver us-
- ingremote sensing as well as

on-ground data showed that

; ,snowmeltaccountsforSS%of
“the river’s annual discharge ..

at the mountain front, fol-
Jowed by 10% from glacier
melt. Rainfall, most of it dur-
ing the monsoon months, ac-

_countsfor therest 55% of Tiv-
.erdischarge.

‘Snowfallthis winter wasin

‘sharp contrast tolast year. The

breakdownof the polar vortex

~more intense.

‘February, 14
- northern India, againstanor-

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herzald
The Times of indiz (&)
Business siendard

. The Economic Times

i .

s R e

around the North Pole in late
December jmpacted . large
scale weather currents, ‘which

~made western disturbances
- (WDs) that strike north India,

 In the subse-
quent months of Januaryand -
WDs struck -

mal of 10412, bringing SNOW
andraininthehills. :
~ «gyen in the lower reac- .
Tes such as Shimla, snowfall

this year was five times high-
er than last winter,” said
Manmohan Singh, head of
the state met department.
The impact of all that snow
will continue to be felt in the
comingsummermonths. )
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éNo end to dISCOl
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f Pollunon Control
¢ Board not paying -
k-enough attention, -
al]eges reSJdent !

13 smzclAL CORRESPONDENT

> KOCHI i

{' Discolouration of water con-
| 'tinued in the Periyar in Kocln
Fon Sunday.

- It was near the Pathalam
regu]ator cum bridge ‘that
.the change of colour was vis-.

- ible. ‘While water turned
& pitch black in one stream, it
i - was milky near the regulator, |
said Adamkutty, aresident of

Ll . g

¢

Hindusian (Hindi)

Delhi)

Punjab Kest

The Hindu (Nev Delhi)

Pathalam i i

The change in co]our,
* which was first noticed in the
morning, continued till 2

. p.m. Despite being alerted,
- officials of the Pollution Con- .

~ trol Board (PCB) did not pay .
‘much attention to the mat-

1, he. complained.

and adjoining areas, has
een a cause for worry forre-

sidents. Moreover, environ-

mental activists have been

‘protesting against the pollu- -
‘tion and demanding steps -

for protecnon of the river.

?The discolouration of the
ver system, which provides
rinking water to Kochi city

Nav Bhara ITlrm;Q (Hindi) Deccan Herald
oD mm\\/_ Times of-
< »:' =

Rejasthan Patrikz (Hindi)-

rath {English) & PublicitySsciion, CWC

The colour change seen in the Periyar near the Pathalam

. in the

Deceari Chronicle

The Times of india. (4)
Business standarg

The Economic Timss

regulatorcum bndgeon‘Sunday T

The po]lutxon of; the river sys- |

tem had earlier led to violent

 protests in the reglon

Meanwhile, P.B." Sree-
lakshmi, envirpnmenta] ‘en-
% ERL AR

gmeer of the PCB’s Envzron-
ment Surveillance Centre at -
Eloor, said ‘the discoloura-

eutrophlcauon.
" 'When excessive nutrients

‘reach the ‘waterbody, it

‘would lead to algal bloom. A
few days later, algae would
die and decay, resulting in a

- foul smell and discolouration
- of water.

‘Water in some reaches of

“the river system had been

stagnant, Reduced. water

- flowin the system had added

" to the ‘deteriorating water

quality, she added.
According to her, .huge

‘quantities of organic load in

‘the form of sewage from

tion was due to the poor ° nearby townships are regu-
quality of water as aresult of * larly reaching the river sys-

S S

* tem, On residents’ charge
that the discharge of untreat-
ed effluents into the river by

‘industrial units was causing

discolouration of water, Ms.
Sreelakshmi said the areas
near industrial units were
‘being ‘regularly monitored,
:and that any change in water
quality parameters could be

‘detected immediately.

“Incidentally, there were
no industrial units near the

 Muttar area where discolou-

ration was reported. Same
was the case last month. The
‘eutrophication due-to dump-
ing of sewage should be
blamed for that, she added.



orial Publis

Hindust

chec on OB 0o 2

izn (Hindi)

N::\’ B"iETET Jimes {H]na‘ij

Namami Gange h?g failed, ggys U’khand Cong

DEHRADUN, APRIL 7
From alleging failure of the
Namami Gange plan torising
unemployment in Uttarak-
hand, the Congress on Sun-
day released a chargesheet
against the Central and the
state governments claiming
they have failed to deliver
most of their promises.
Authored by senior Con-
gress leader Navprabhat, the
12-page chargesheet, which
came four days before the

April 11 election in the state,”

said the Centre wasted
320,000 crore in the name of
cleaning the Ganga.

“The $20,000 crore of the
people’s money went down
the drain in the name of the
Namami Gange plan and

Cong chargesheet against state, Centre says...

E The Centre wasted
¥20,000 crin the name of
cleaning the Ganga. Sur-
veys show the pollution in
the Ganga has increased.

& The cleaning programme
of the most polluted
Rispana and Bindal in
Dehradun, the two tribu-

- taries of the Ganga, was
terminated.

B There are over 10 lakh reg--

istered unemployed peo-
ple who are educated.

E The government closed
nearly 700 schools with-
out making any new
arrangements.

E |n the industrial estates
run by the government-
controlled SIDCUL, 20,000
jobs were on the verge of
collapse, mainly due to the
anomalies in the GST.

everybody knows the fact
about the cleanliness.of the
Ganga. Surveys show the
pollution in the Ganga has

‘“increased,” the document

said. It also asked the govern-
ment to explain how many

sewage treatment plants
were set up in the last five
«years for cleaning the Ganga.

Even the cleaning pro-
gramme of the highly pollut-
ed Rispana and Bindal rivers
in Dehradun, the two tribu-

m
aQ

R W)
& =
m ¢ m

taries of the Ganga, was ter-
minated, it alleged.

It raised the issue of the ris-
ing unemployment in the hill
state saying there are over 10
lakh registered unemployed
people who are educated.

In the 2017 Assembly poll,
the BJP had promised to cre-
ate new jobs. But till now, the
government  has  only
deceived the youths, it
alleged. On the education, it
said the state government
closed nearly 700 schools in
the state without making any
new arrangements, If the pro-
gramme to close down
schools continues, then 2,430
schools will be closed in the
next three years, it said,
adding that the government

had put a question mark on
the education of children
which will increase the
scourge of migration from
hilly areas. On the redevelop-
ment programmes after the

2013 Kedarnath deluge, it

said the Modi government
failed to increase the package
of 7,500 crore released by
the former UPA government.
These funds were insuffi-
cient. The promise of the loan
waiver was also hallow, it
said. In the past two years,
nearly 15 farmers committed
suicides in the state, it
claimed. “The promise of
doubling the income of farm-
ers is just like a post-dated
cheque and date of that keeps
changing,” it said. — PTIL
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Under NDA, rural drinking water takes abackseat

Since

2014, the NDA has cut funding for rural drinking

waler and locused more on sanitation. leaving millions

without access to safe and assured water

SR g A Y I

p v 2o

MUMIS&HNOW DELV

ater is cen
tral 1o
It st
senanee bt
millions of
Frdinsdds i et ennugdid i
fo 200 16 mithon Tidems
T bed
e
T inhe workd e
IR R RV

e lean et
B e bzdiess
I
i

||IA'H|.I|lll}‘,?i”l/-l“”l\‘HlI)\Illl
anglohalwaer s Mostol
these nclians iveinmiralareas
where bt e guantity aid
ety ofwateris tadesoate
Under the
.

AN
(RIP), these
Issues l| we
o
e w~|l~|1L1|lI\ Dutreniain
Prevabent o pan becanseoli
dinminishig tocus on vl
waier sipph

Water isistate suhjecthul
the Union governmient infiu-
ences s supply heough the
Nattonal Rural Drinking
Water] RDWP,

chiel exeeutive al WaterAid

+ India

The ek of Tunding, com-
hined with poor fund ma -
ment, wasanimponant facton

 behind NRDWI' falling 1o

m

important tarzets.
welligztoa 2008 Conplrol-
e and Anelitor G e
nstan
e Was meand o
st Lol el
rdeds winh et e

v

frmanceawdiv For
e oy
i

oot el s
el piped watensapiply

“Fliere isalo saificin v
wationin
ped warer
coverage
actossstales
Soine stites
schas iy

+arat Sikkim and Himachal

Iradesh have provided piped
water to mare than hall the
vural househalds, whileathers
sueh s Uar Pradesh anid
Bihar have minbmal dess than
%) piped water coverage
Chart 5.

“Fhesedispart

could bea

Laanched fn 2000 by the
Uit Progressive Alliance 11
AP NRDWI providis
stte goveriments with the
Tands b he nlstio -
wire, such as piped conne

reflection of state priorities
orinstance.

I
ment has spent the most oy

L waler sapply and sanitation

| over the fast elght ve

tions I deliverwaterinvusal |

househiolis for domestic use
hroadly drinking, couking
and sanitarion).

When the B led Natonal
Dremociatie Mlimiee INDLY)
was campsizning forthe 2004
cenetalvie oans i pnised
Sk wate o
Al hosehol b s
frseas et ol st
ey e el
Vb oo Iy b 830 00D

Thrwever i has acmally
Shashed
NKEWES funed
el 201
anfy it ol
tal wovern

o

termsol theshare ol

¢
Research ity "l [ \mm

The! with fewer piped
howsehioldsoften rehy ool

soreesofwatersupph Han
Frradestowhneh fas very fes
Hill has

piped Dotsehalds
hich wan

i
el ¢
Accarding t
NRDWI ol il
dlata 9ol halh
nns. areas
with around 20
households. in

winer il
et plane

ment Tunding
wasallocatofhio

Ftdar Pradesh
hadaceessto 1)

NRDW cinet by
2008189 even
i fad shirnk
(s Inan NRDPWY hudzer
et \evounahilin itatise
anan-profil tesearch ogzing
zatian, pornis out that noi only
T alloration decrased. b

wiut SERIES VIl

©supply. NRDWP also L

actual il eeleaseshavealso

fallen sharply. In 2017

72% ol allocated funds were

spent e NRDWPiChart
“This handing eut conies even

ENT

s dheminisiry of diinking |
water and sanitaion'soverall |

sprending has mereased. The
nugortty of the minisin s b
set 18 now allocaied 1o the
Swiichh Bharat Mission 72%in
2008 19 the BHYS Nagshipo

heme i improvesanitation |

inriad India dmproving sani-
Lation is imponant. bt waler
<uppivand bettersanitation eo
Do hin bl NRDW 1
Hl Focusesonprnviding o
Dl water dhrangh piped
houschiokd connestioms. ba
this st an beassHorother
Do e e siitation
s onnier e 1o
AT SO oy
without bere
waber s VR Madhavan

avvess

llllu et capiti
iy 4]

water,

pared o matonal average of
Nt

Inaddition 1o piped water

cam-

providing rural popularions
wath 40 firesofwater daily o
cover domestie uses isuch as
drinking and sanitation), On
this measare, wiler e
has imereased fram 70% in
200120 KIS now, However,
in 2012, the target was
increised 1055 Iped. more
than the Workl Health Ongani-
zation's  grecommened
amount ot arouni 50 Iped
Herethere isabigger shortfl,
with less thian 50 of habi:
tions providing 5 Jped with
nsignificant improvement in
recentvenrs i hart

The quadin of water sups
plicad is alser 3 Bl issane
vereortinetanne sy in Tae
Lagie et A0S 00O CRidren fost
then Ives 10 200510 Waten
ueed diarehoca dut iy 210
s VSOl NREAY A daia
revenis (RS S RN
all Babiations ave expeosed
ke cotaminsted b asenic

Chart1

Spending on NRDWP
slashed under NDA-I1

Uenspeningon

Spending as % of total

government spending
Ministry of drinking
water and sanitation
National Rural Drinking
Water Programme

YA i o

NROWI 1| nnowr o3\
04 Y
AVERN
02 %
: 0.2
0 H
200910 201819

Source: Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy,
NROWP MIS, Accountability Initiative

- and Muoride. iwo
© particukady pemi
ciemschemicals.
address

° National Water

Quality  Sub
2 Missionwithin
| § NHDW P 1o
t ‘4 Irent wal mn
N0 eontami
nated habitations “The
numberofcontaminated
has

but the share of these
habiations that
hetng hreatesd oy con
taminabion has
decrenasd {Chari

Waneroualinn 1o
PSS isste pattly
hesanse of s o
A o ronnew
AT e oL

.

cabs, Nearfy S8 al the

L oWateraid L

pipedwater provided ticogh
NEDWFeomes frox
water Morethan s
relianccon groundsate reould
simplybe nnsustaimablegiven

JA
s o all il
honseliolds  will require
acdidressing this isse of wa
searcity and much m
investmient, especially N'lndn
istomeet the L
Dieveluprent
drnking wat

“Irviding sale ul,q\\‘unwl
dhrinking water 1o evervone
requires a natival forns,

U owhich i hasi't o under this

areven the previnns govermn
ment The issie has nat
receivied the attentiom i
deservs st Madietan of
I

sate et tio Bt oot

Phisistieesgitiiod a1 2-puri
Fepuortcard wrieson XD

Chart 2
In2018, NRDWP Is far from

achleving its 2017 target of 35%
household pipe coverage

Rural households with piped water supply
connections (in %) 8.

Chart 3

201495 201516 201617 201718 201619
RDWP estimates number of rural households
using census data

Chari 4

Less than 50% habitations have

access to the mandated 55 litres

per capita per day of water

Fully covered habitations a5 2 % of total

habifations _ w, of habitations racerving 40 Ipcd
— % of habilations receiving 5 Ipcd

100 80.

w71

60

40 389 T
2 415

[ 7
2010-n 2012-13 201819
‘Water access refers to water supplied through all sources

including piped water, bore wells and public taps.
Habitations are areas with around 20 hausehoids.
Source: NRDWP MIS

Chart§

(T nene |

Significant disparities in piped water
access across rural India

Source: NRDWP mshbﬂdﬂd

T

Rural households with
piped water supply (in %)

w010

®10-20 i
2040 »

40-60 .
® 60100

Treatment of water quallty affected habltations decreased under NDA

w Quality affected habitations 3 Habitations Ueated
140000

120000

0mR 12 1415
:

<

Quality affected habitark

20 households. Dsta on g
-~

nasia

@ habitations where water supglys contaminated. Habitations are areas with around
e habitalions as on‘wulol respective year.

78 201849

Source. NRDWP MI%




New: item/letter/article/editorial Published on Oé 04' 2 01-9 in the

Hindustan Times Hindustan (Hindj) Deccan Chromcie
Statesman " Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) Deccan Herald

The Tmu of India (New Delhi) Punjab Keshari (Hindi) The Times of indiz (A)
IndianExpress TheHindu {New Delhi) Business standard
Tribtine . Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) ' The Economic Times

and documented at Bhagirath (cnollsh) & Publ}t:/ty‘Secuor cwe

i mmwmmwﬁqﬁ fe

o S T R ) 2 e 9g & 1
e o 9 o e St 3e € SR
A ST QIS A ST §

B i, o ot

S el o AT

r‘r%erwmsarsnagaﬁmgsn T e 4 - Trmrdmmmieee
’gamaﬂmuunéﬁé}msheqzaﬁs SO e e

ww'ﬁiﬂwaﬁmaﬁﬁw qﬁams;awrcft%l : :
3 ;tnamgwmmmasmmm w1952, aa%mmmﬁmmw
o7 e SR A 379 AR A fee (e e g ) 9, 6 T 9
R R ) gl O AU @ R e SR e e S s o SR
 wwif S S S Ao S O e s SR Wi S e ¥ g A & 5
- | ShE SR SR T e e Sieeen s g e d e
3 TR 5 : e AT ST ST e T
& 3 : 9 eeh SR S T A
2 1} 1 SO 14 T, 1951
) ST o § iR Eare aﬁwwéﬁnw Wﬂesﬁg&m
- e o, Fore AR T TR R ﬂ»"tmﬁhﬁd%wyﬁfﬁ%wﬁr
Sgd Q dIcHeh WIS , eI, SR, Y T SR e et
eI foha ST =g | : q w@g%ikﬁaammﬁmmm
291 % €7 ST & ot SIS o SRl TR AERI AR, ST 79 G- TR
T AR SR ERIRR ST ST W 3 Si A A e 3 e B S R TR S A
& ¥ for wR e =t o 5 TR ) B I ST R GO 9§91 fof STEI-STe] el 61 e
T A AT R e SIS 6 e S S 7 | S, A o A A e
oo TS A SIS e S 5G]l S o S e g o g | 3
RIS F AN €SN, 96 97 %4 €, ahE AT HE msﬁmwaﬁmhmzﬁaﬁ
Ry WX ST S @ 1 ed WAl o A T g A FR AT & SR F R G g g
T T A A ST 0SS R R e R TS S, FaH A 3 AR SN ST B
3w§a’1€ﬂfiﬁwﬁ’f{aaﬁtg@w& ST S U S SRV T B B e W o e bl ST €| R o 4 fe
e grEa i 1999ﬁw%m%mwwaﬂz BT AT ST | FR O T o T | -eered
U s o e eeReR S el 3 Aaeen 3 - gy epfier T ST e i (e e e
%ﬁéwﬂ%hﬁ:aﬁmﬁg{ Sl =) Si ei-STe foeh + el & s 3 FereT e | ST 9 SH- TR U 8 fem
ﬁrmq@r@m TERY | R 1 & wd At A ov g ed sik
sifers e o ey @ A 3 & e e R R R e ¢
S| S G B AT B HehTeTehT S ST 1 R Fa T
. wele B ot oI ere e lﬁmiﬁ a@@nm-ﬁmﬁéﬁm EIGIES shﬁ?ﬁm%ws‘wmaﬁ
; T R 1| R A, o 9 Fe 1) i o el S At ST €1
< ‘el 3 it =1 e S 2 S, R mﬂé%aﬁzqﬁmwmmnmy (v e )




MNews 11611}/1Btter/artlcle/eduonal Published on 0904‘20/ ,,) in ’ﬁl‘c

Hindusian Times Hindusian (ng]) Dcccan Chromcie
Staiezsman "~ Nav Bharat Times {Hindi) Deccan Herald

The Time of Incia (New Delhi) Punjab Keshari {Hindi) The Times of india (A)
Indian’ Exp e85 TheHindu {New Delhi) Business siandarg
Tribtine ‘Rajasthan Patrika (Hind). " The Economic Times

and documented at Bhagirath {English) & PublicitySection, CWC

‘; gﬁmﬁa@aﬁww%aﬁm%lmmm%mw
| 2030 T He! 5T Gl I 81 TAFT AR 9 Fe qR
| STeTqHe R % geifeeh, SUR T 3.6 3RS @, I TR e
mﬁm—waﬁmﬁ?ﬁ%mmwmﬁw%l
o TS TR 77 € o6 g eI U Wi e
U Bl SIS ST A B SRR, 3 %aaémﬁriﬁam
| i R AR E A1 O e R o S| SRR SRA T e
. FHSYS UM IS T ot Sy 5= g e IR % HRura
| Sl S SHRET ¥ FR €1 W ©, TS ST qeh U 7 1
aﬁﬁﬁmm%ﬁ{mﬁmm% aﬁv‘m'ggmmm;
TY-T7 a1 %1 wHfg o fore st e el
Pininsula e g g 35w
‘ TR &, 5T 3a- SIS drei H Sl % 9
: ﬁmwﬁmﬁ?wmﬁmﬁmﬁm@éa
. HIE 22 W &) Yo U5 &1 TATE! o 31 q0f [Gpa st foa e
| T ST 21| 379 T WA SR W fewn S SR R
| SEa ST 5 35 TR B G § S | 9 S T
" TR TR 1 e B A1 AR STe-9e S ) R
ST, ST I oh TS G G & S ST 1 STel-SRe
. U5 SR S Heh Uil SH ST § SRSl el % $U8 & 59 05 1
- et i ey et o & ik W ohe @i sk SmaifoTe fepu|
| S A H -l & S0 % ST Yo Sfie o S de
% B U SUCTSH e O W S SR e T SR A e
1%k T SKIHIE QAL G o1 ARE S o e oft frar e st s
TR R ST B | ATt 7 i Sfied o i B 8, afeh g
anifefep, WWWWWﬁMW%I -



N ews iteiﬁ?lptter/arti_cl /eanonal Pubhghag on ;7 04 QO /9 mma

Hindusian Times

Siziesman

The T

HTJEB o7 |

Indian’ zypress
Tribtine

and documerzea at Bhagirath {English) & Dub/;cay’Sscan CW”

v

Paras.Smgh@ttmesgroup com

T oy

‘New De]hl. Mu1t1p1e agenmes :

“along with National Mission for

- Clean Ganga (NMCG) willcome
“together on Sunday to clean the

‘Kalindi Kunj ghatnear Okhla.
NMCG hasadopted theKa-
lindi Kunj ghat and theagency

- will be carrying out special sa-

nitation drive with the help of

' South Delhi Municipal Corpo-

ration  and Delhi Jal
Board. Landscaping and gree-

ning of the major r1verbank is
- alsoonthe cards. :

SanJamCheema eemorcon- :
i sultant, NMCG, said over half a

‘dozen cleaning drives havebeen
carried out in the past. Cleaning

*of Yamuna is a part of the Na-
mamiGange programmeasitis

. thetributary of Ganga.

| “Thedrive will begin early

7\/1\@\! Bharat T
diz (T\ew Delh Punjab Keshari {Hindi)

~ mes too high and we don’t -
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T

nvé to Clean up Kalindi Kun ghat

Ganga On Frlday they had
_carried outa preliminary sur-

ey of the area and they along
with SDMC officials will now
chalk outaplantobeautify the

gmg, she said.

NMCG official said the
orticulture department ‘has

-also been called to chart out:
lanfor greening. :
“We have landscape archi-
ctswhohave worked onreju-
of various ghats on

as the temperature ater bec

want the volunteer:
Whatever waste Wi

poration. We will focus on re-
movmgplastlc andsolid waste informed, adding that NMCG
3 ants to retain the natural
esfhetlcs of theriverbank.
: “Landscaping will be done
inamannerthatitlooksasna-
‘tural as possible and overall
‘aesthetics will be clean and
green,” sheadded. 3
Kalindi Kunj ghat is a ma-
jorriverbank in the course Ya-
- munatakes within the capital.
‘The river receives large amo-
‘unt of pollutants from Okhla.
‘The issue of massive foaming
- particularly plaguesthe water
~quality The volunteers and of-
ficials will gather at the ghat
on 7.30am to clean the ghat.

Kalindi Kunj ghat,” Cheema - -



in the
hmc\uman Times

dustan (Hindj) = S Detia Bt T
Siatesman \/_m Deccan Chronicle
Nav Bharzat Times {(Hind) o
Th indi Deccan Herzl
. d‘j}’rgp‘lmdxa {New Deihj) Punjab Keshari (Hindj) The Times of';]ndia )
Tribrine TheHindu (New Delhj) Business standard

Rajasthan Pairike {Hindi)- - The Economic Timss

5 ithlsgob‘
| nal to focus on

. conservation is a more signifi-
| ‘cant career for me than sitting
. inan AC office,” says Greater %
. Noida’s resident water crusa-
der, who has been instrumen-:
talinreviving 10 village ponds
thelast five years

R

jal chaupal became a plati‘orm forusto
go from village to village and speak
gbout theneed to stop throwmg garbage

pond - éleanup the volun
teersundertook back in 2014 was in a vil-
. lage called Dabra, Tt was full of sludge,

his weekends on this work. To ensure its
upkeep, they encouraged fishery in the
now-pristine pond.

manpower he turned to

| tnteers would reach the conservatiol

location, oftes

erytime,” hes:

| Rohit Adhan a

~ been involved with Tanwar’s conserva-
txon efforts for a few years now. “It is im-
| portant that villagers come forward and

%help save their water | sources ‘We are

h 1g them

SS| fi rst lake cleanup was at illage, but the process :
i mlhonsmtheevenmgtomeet hisexpens: i agers and clean ing the lake ook months ;

{ es,isn’ton hisown anymore. His work go v 3 : e
, - some attention last year after he creat : . akessixto Pawan‘Khatana aresidentof Bhara-
- the hashtag #SelfieWithPond encour; Rs1 na village where a pond was revived,
| ing 'villagers to send photos with wal i i itscon- - says the spirit.of water conservation is
rbodles, and SpOnSOI‘Shlp 0 pnrtunm he i 5 7 preading. “After hearing about what
1 g amveer has done atour village pond, a
'he pond has beén " lotof othervnllages haveshown interest.
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New Delhi: Delhi government

wantsthe Centreto re-routein-:
to the city river water stopped
from flowing into Pakistan to
helpfthe apital tide over peak\
2 e ’tersupply assumes nnportance 5
~ in the 100-day lean season till®
~ thearrival of monsoon and Ha-

Kely to hit New Delhi area in
thenextfew weeks owingto the

water as reqmred pursuant to

‘orders of Supreme Court.” It

contended that the issue of wa-

ryana ought to- strictly comply
withthe Supreme Court’sdirec-

tion to keep the Wazirabad re-

servoirfull during this period.
_ TheBoard also alleged that

Haryana, despite having about

2,000 cusecs water available

from all sources, was“showing
uctance” in = supplying

_the minimum required 120 cu-

i-  secs to keep the Wazirabad re-

| led durmg the. hearmg of aPIL

by lawyer SB Tripathi seekmg
£ auffl()lel’lt water supply for the

~and Justice AJ Bhambhani
i ‘that the Centre must be direc-
. ted to ensure adequate water

supply from Haryana to the

~ national capital since any fall

ir would deprive important
_areasof thecapital of water.
The agency, through advo-

. cate Sumeet Pushkarna, said,

v _Chief JustmeRa;endraMenon k

“inlevels at Wazirabad reservo-

-of Haryana

servoir full at all times till

‘theendof Juneortillmonsoon
‘arrives. This amounts to dis-

obedience of judicial orders.
- Earlier, Haryana had clai-

to Delhi never gets affected or
reduced even in the lean sea-
son. It maintained that Delhi
should take urgent steps to
reduce itslosses, which are al-
legedly 10% during treatment
and 30% after that,asresidents
suffer  from
dearth of water to ensure the

- nationalcapitaldoesnot.

med that the raw water supply

-

"
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Cl‘lSlS likely
as Haryana

denying Water |

says Jal qur\g :

New Delhi: The Delhi Jal Board

. (DJB) has urged the High Court

that the Centre be asked to su-

. pervise water supply from
' Haryana to the cap1ta1 saying

any reduction in Wazirabad
reservoir water level would hit
important areas where resi-
dences of President, Prime
Minister and Judges arelocated

Citing the coming lean sea-

. son, the DJB contended that “an

imminent water crisis is likely -
to hit the capital owing to the .

failure of Haryana to supply wa-

| ter as required pursuant to or-
" “ders of the Supreme Court”.

The DJB has contended that

. Haryana was “showing reluc-

tance” insupplying the minimum .

required 120 cusecs of water to
keep the Wazirabad reservoir full
at all times, which amounts to

. disobedience of judicial orders.

theaffidavitPTl

“As an interim measure, central
government stipervision be re-
quested in the matter,” it said in

‘04“ 2019 Cinthe

Deccan bh;omc}
Deccen '1‘151':: o

The Times of india (&)
Business i zndard
The Economic Times

i TE
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New De1h1 Delhi ‘plans to

produce 20 million gallons of; %

| additional potable water daily

*-to meet the needs of /its two.
f’ crore residents this summer.

' This additional supply will be
'~ sourced from new bore points,
“ tubewells and  recycling
plants From optimising peak

potablewatertomstallmgand :
I reviving hundreds of tube_

{ wells in water-scarce regions,
{“DJB has devised a host of me-

i sed demand as the mercury
* crosses 40 degrees Celsius.

{* “ Delhi is a water-stressed “1°
i . to be installed in water

| stressed areas, another
1 1004nPalla; total 4,851 -

i Ve snowballed into major | 1ubewellswnll operate

{ state with a demand-supply
- gap of 250-300 MGD. Over the
t years, quibbles over waterha-

& fights, even leading to mur-

. ders. Dinesh Mohaniya, vice-+

‘chairperson of Delhi Jal Bo- 4 from sub-surface resources

S Upgrades in WTPs' to tackle

ard, said: “We are targetinga.
peak production of 936 MGD
ok potable water by optim’
singourresources durmgth
-~ summer. Last year, .our p
ducnon was916 MGD.”

' Asmanyas4,851 tubewe

l
B
i
£
?

- three months across Delhi
‘Under the summer actio

" be installed i in water-strained
jareas. “These tubewells will.
- help augment supply i
“gency cases. Around
- these units will be dug:
Palla,” he said. Utilis r 1
recychng facilities is also
angtoplayacrltlcalro]e inr:

. sing peak production. DJB is

:}rea |es |ts summer pan:

| As Mercury Rlses Jal Board Plans Extra;Supply of 20 MGD

1“20MGEDat Okhla WTP

| plant, ranney wells.

# asures formeetingthe increa- =+ - and CLC canal -

4 'Current level 1 900 MGB

; mﬂbemoperatlon inthenext

Eplan 489 new tubewells wﬂl_ 1Ck

_Peak drmkmg water suppl
productlon to be raised
10936 MED, upfrom !ast
“year's916MGD. ]

“tobe sourced from
reclaimed water from
Chandrawal recycling

389 addmonal tubewells 5

“insummer = -
110 MED will be pumped

‘ammonia Ievels

: Hazyanas“reluctan
ptheWaz;rabadpondfuﬂ. ‘It
requested that efforts may
kindly be made from your
(M) officefor keeping the Wa-
zirabad pond full by Haryana
SO, ﬂxat the imminent water

: proved services in unaut-
horised colonies,  villages'
anﬂ 3 clusters the AAP go .

vaverted 5 t‘neletter stated.

oenﬂy reached an agre

with Haryana atameeting at-
- fended by the two chief secre-
taries. Haryana wants to’ char
geforthiswaterand? wewillde-
posit the money to. the upper

supply of about -one-third

f the total amount of water

ded intheareasthatfellun-
‘derthe jurisdictionof theNew

aily supply poi
These ;vulnerable
ts have been identified in

targeting 20 MGD productlon _ consultation © with = area  Delhi Municipal Council and Yamuna river board. We will
for the Okhla facility, which « - MLAs,” Mohaniya said. In . ithe Central Delhi command  settle the claim later and deci-
i w111 draw raw water from fne was hkely to get affected due dehow to utJhse thatfun i

urban pockets and at strateA {

e R R s it F AR
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There are over

100 rivers such as
Lakhandei, Noon,

Balan, Kadane,
Sakari, Tilaiya,
Dhadhar, Chhoti
Bagmati, Saura,
and Falgu which
are virtually

on the brink of
death. Of them,
the Falgu river
which flows

through the Hindu

pilgrim town of
Gaya especially
deserves
mention. It now
stinks with
sewage water

(New Delhj)
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None for Bihar’s drying, rivérs

As the poll season nears its peak, most of the states disappearing

600 rivers are gomg unnoticed, discusses CK Mano;

nvironmentalists are

shocked over the dry-

ing rivers of Bihar fail

ing to get the attention
of political parties even dur-
ing clection time. According
to officials, there were once
some 600 river streams in
Bihar which nursed its human
population. But now, most af
them have either dried up or
are on the brink of losing their
existence.

River experts said in the
past that these river streams
had not only boosted the
economy of the region but
also recharged groundwater.
But today, the scene is very
pathetic on the ground. The
perennial river streams have
now become seasonal, with a
majority of them getting dry
once the rainy season is over.

Such streams were earlier
used by locals for irrigation and
(ishing and fetched them hand-
some money, as they say. The
saddest part is that the com-
mon man too is not raising the
1ssue owing to lack of awareness
and the political parties have
picked up only those issues
which fetched them votes

According to them, there
are over 100 rivers such as
Lakhandei, Noon, Balan,
Kadane, Sakari, Tilaiya, Dhad-
har, Chhoti Bagmati, Saura,
and Falgu which are virtu-

ally on the brink of death. Of

them, the Falgu river which
flows through the Hindu pil-
grim town of Gaya especially
deserves mention.

More than two millions
Hindus descend on this pilgrim
town every vear to offer obla-
tions to the wandering souls
ol the ancestors. But the river
now stinks with sewage water.

A serious campaign to draw
the atiention of the government
has simply failed, prompting
the citizens to seek interven-
tion of the court. “The river has

been the lifeline of several dis- ¥

Most of the pefeﬂﬂlul river streams in Bihar have now become seasonnl

tricts of south Bibar as most
of the water pumping stations
are installed along the banks
to extract underground water
yet this river has never been an
election issue!” said river activ-
ist Bra) Nandan Pathak

Pathak has filed a pub-
lic terest liigation in the
Patna High Court. demanding
removal of encroachments and
dismantling of constructions
on the nver bed. According 10
him. some 2,500 families have
encroached upon the river bed
and constructed homes.

The dried Saura river in
Purnia also deserves special
mention here. “It was like Lon-
don’s Thames which flowed
through the middle of Purnia
town: bul now, it is totally dried
up and is being used as a gar-
bage dumping ground.” said
Akhilesh Chandra, an activist
who has launched a campaign

to save the river.
¢ have been regularly
campaigning to bring the mat-
ter ta the notice of the political
parties and the government,
but this changes during elec-
tion time as other issues domi-
nate the poll scene. The saddest
thing is that political parties do
not think drying rivers to be a
vote-catching issue)” prominent
river expert and convener of
Ganga Mukt Aandolan Anil
Prakash told Down to Earth
Prakash blames fast-occur-
ring urbanisation, obstruction
of river flows, siltation in river
beds and their encroachment to
be behind the death of Bihar’s
river streams “Once, there
were some 600 river streams or
small rivers in the north Bihar
region alone all of which flowed
throughout the year. But now,
a majority of them have dried
up or are on the verge of fad-

ing into history,” rues Prakash.

Another  river  activ-
ist Ranjeev Kumar said that
population pressures and
development, apart from the
ecological disturbances have
done a lot of harm 1o the state
which was once blessed with
hundreds of rivers streams but
is now batthing out for survival
“Encroachment on river beds
and ongoing constructions
are squeezing rivers. There isa
serious need to bring the issuc
in public debate but sadly, no
political parties look inter
ested,” said Kumar.

Another river  expert
Dinesh Mishra who headed the
Barh Mukti Abhiyan is disap-
pointed at the way neither the
political partics, not the com-
mon citizen haye tried to make
dying rivers a poll issue this
time or before though it con-
cerns everyonc

(Representational Image)

“The problem is that
nobody is discussing this
issue. They will fand in ser-
ous trouble it there is drought
in case of no or scanty rains
which we already are facing.”
said Mishra who studied from
1T, Kharagpur.

According to him. the situ
ation is doubly alarming this
timc in the sense that more
groundwater is being tapped
compared to the recharge rate
“The situation is very desper-
ate and cancerning right now
with the river streams drying
up very fast but there is no seri
ous debate whatsoever,” Mishra
said, adding the people must
know the fact that the mon-
soon has gone erratic in recent
years and it must be their duty
to conserve water.  DOWN TO EARTH

(C K Manaj is a Patna
bused journahst. The views
expressed are strictly personal)
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Water storage level of 91 major reservoirs
of the country goes down by one percent

e ol

New Delhi, The water storage available in
91 major reservoirs of the country for the
week ending on April 04,2019 was 48319
BCM, which is 30% of total storage
capacity of these reservoirs. This
percentage was at 31% for the week ending
on March 28, 2019. The level of water
storage in the week ending on April 04,
2019 was 112% of the storage of
corresponding period of last year and 102%
of storage of average of last ten years. The
total storage capacity of these 91 reservoirs
is 161.993 BCM which is about 63% of the
total storage capacity of 257.812 BCM
which is estimated to have been created in
the country. 37 Reservoirs out of these 91
have hydropower benefit with installed
capacity of more than 60 MW.

REGION WISE STORAG‘E STATUS:-
NORTHERN REGION : The northern
region includes States of Himachal
Pradesh. Punjab and Rajasthan. There are
six reservoirs under CWC monitoring
having total live storage capacity of 18.01
BCM. The total live storage available in
these reservoirs is 8.59 BCM which is 48%
of total live storage capacity of these
reservoirs. The storage during
corresponding period of last year was 21%
and average storage of last ten years during
corresponding period was 26% of live
storage capacity of these reservoirs. Thus,
storage during current year is better than

the corresponding period of last year and is
also better than the average storage of last
ten years during the corresponding period.
EASTERN REGION :The Eastern
region includes States of Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal and Tripura. There
are 15 reservoirs under CWC monitoring
having total live storage capacity of 18.83
BCM. The total live storage available in
these reservoirs is 7.87 BCM which is 42%
of total live storage capacity of these
Ieservoirs. The  storage during
corresponding period of last year was 44%
and average storage of last ten years during
corresponding period was 40% of live
storage capacity of these reservoirs. Thus,
storage during current year is less than the
corresponding period of last year but is
better than the average storage of last ten
years during the corresponding period.

WESTERN REGION : The Western
region includes States of Gujarat and
Maharashtra. There are 27 reservoirs under
CWC monitoring having total live storage
capacity of 31.26 BCM. The total live
storage available in these reservoirs is 6.83
BCM which 1s 22% of total live storage
capacity of these reservoirs. The storage
during corresponding period of last year
was 30% and average storage of last ten
years during corresponding period was
33% of live storage capacity of these
reservoirs. Thus, storage during current

year is less than the storage of last year and
is also less than the average storage of last
ten years during the corresponding period.
CENTRAL REGION :The Central
region includes States of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. There are 12 reservoirs under
CWC monitoring having total live storage
capacity of 42.30 BCM. The total live
storage available in these reservoirs is 13.93
BCM which 1s 33% of total live storage
capacity of these reservoirs. The storage
during corresponding period of last year
was 30% and average storage of last ten
years during corresponding period was 32%
of live storage capacity of these reservours.
Thus, storage during current year is betier
than the storage of last year and is also
better than the average storage of last ten
years during the corresponding period.

SOUTHERN REGION : The Southern
region includes States of Andhra Pradesh.
Telangana, AP&TG  (Two  combined
projects in both states). Karnataka. Keralu
and Tamil Nadu. There are 31 reservoirs
under CWC monitoring having lotal live
storage capacity of 51.59 BCM. The total
live slorage available 1n these reservoirs is
11.10 BCM which is 22% of total hve
storage capacity of these reservoirs. The
storage during corresponding period of last
year was 18% and average storage of last
ten years during corresponding period was
22% of live storage capacily of these
reservoirs. Thus, storage during current
year is better than the corresponding
period of last year and is equal to the
average storage of last ten years during the
corresponding period. States having better
storage than last year for corresponding
period are Himachal Pradesh. Punjab.
Uttrakhand, Madhya Pradesh, AP&TG
(Two combined projects in both states).
Telangana. Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
State having equal storage than last year
for corresponding period is Odisha and
Gujarat. States having lesser storage than
last year for corresponding period are

Rajasthan, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Tripura, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh.

Chhattisgarh. Andhra Pradesh. and Kerala.
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