/ ;
News iteml/letter/article/editorial published on //%/;v 09 0510/0 in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Nav Bharat Tintes (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

~“‘Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Sectio

3
Covering L., YI

KARNATAKA

land bil

delays,

water project?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BANGALORE, MAY 7

THE CONGRESS government in
Karnataka on Thursday de-
ferred for the third time a deci-
sion on acquiring 260 acres of
land for a project worth
Rs 12,912 crores to provide
drinking water for the parched
southern districts.

The decision on the
Yettinahole project was
deferred due to the confusion
over which land acquisition
norms need to be followed cur-

rently; the BJP-led NDA govern-

ment at the Centre has brought
in amendments to a 2013 land

law introduced by the then UPA

government.

- The land acquisition for the
project was discussed during a
cabinet meet of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah-led government
on Thursday, but deferred its
decision on account of the con-
fusion over whether the state
should follow the Land
Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013 of the
UPA or await the Land
Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act,
(Amendment) Act, 2015 pro-
posed by the NDA government,
which is awaiting the
Parliament’s nod. ;

“The issue of Yettinahole
project was discussed today
but a decision has been de-

- ferred. There is some confusion

about land acquisition. We will
take Delhi’s advise on the issue
and decide the course of ac-
tion,” Law -Minister T B
Jayachandra said after the
meeting,

The Yettinahole project in-
volves taking water from the
Netravathi river in coastal
Karnataka, bringing it to south-
ern Karnataka for storage and
supplying it to the parched dis-
tricts of Kolar, Chikaballapur,
Ramanagaram, Tumkur and
Bangalore Rural.

- The project has already re-\

ceived clearance from the
Ministry of Environment and
Forests.

“The government is com-
mitted to completing it in the
next 36 months,” said Irrigation
and Water Resources Minister
M B Patil. ‘ ’

But the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka has not yet

_conducted a social impact as-

sessmentto acquire land for the
project, as mandated under the
2013 law. '

The new land acquisition

law, as amended by the NDA
government, does away with
the need to conduct such as-
sessments.

The . Congress-led
Karnataka government is also
wary of taking a final decision
on the crucial project as na-
tional leaders of the party,
which is in opposition in the
Parliament, have strongly op-

posed the proposed amend- -

ments.
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HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com EEKEND FORECAST

NEW DELHE: Thursday wasthehot- FRIDAY

testdayof theseasonwithmercury = ‘

levelssoaring to42.7degree Celsius.

Themeteorological departmenthas

predicted worse days for Delhiites . : , ‘

with the maximum temperature = areasaround theDelhiUniversity =~ while the minimum was 24.5

expectedtohit44degm$on]?‘mday recorded maximum temperatures ~ degrees, a notch above normal.
Thmsday’smammumwasfour of 44.2, 43.8 and 44.3 degrees, “Wearelikely to experience thun-

degreesabovetheseasonnormal,  respectively. The humidity level  derstorm in the city on Monday

while the minimum stood at27.6  oscillated between 13% and34%.  and Tuesday. The maximum tem-

degrees, three notches above the Wednesday’s maximum tem-  perature is likely to come down,”

average. Palam, Ayanagar and perature too was 42.7 degrees  said a senior met official.
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44°C day likely, but rain comlng too
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Artificial Kargll lake bursts tnggers flash floods

AMIR KariM TANTRAY & fmrq‘ sparsely populated 40 Landslide on the

ARTEEV SHARMA lages to safer places. Phuktal river

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE e 15 kl'n‘l()ng lake Lo o ; 50 2, : N
JAMMU/KARGIL, MAY 7 formed on December 15 after | mOn December 31, a massive
An artificial lake created bya a ‘massive landslide blocked landslide — more than half-a-
massive landslide on the the river — with 30 million km long — blocked the Phuk-
Phuktal river, 90 km from cubic metres of accumulated tal river, 90 km from Padam
Padam town in Zanskar sub-  water burst around 8 am. town in Zanskar subdivision
division of Kargil district,  People living in around 40 of Kargil district. A 15-km-long
burst this morning triggering  villages on the banks of the lake was formed upstream

flash floods in the region.
While no loss of human life
was reported, the floodwater
caused extensive damage to
bridges and buildings.

The administration sound-
ed a red alert in the area and
shifted hundreds of people
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river were caught unawares

by the gushing water,
At least 10 foot bridges,
three motorable bridges,

including one connectmg'

Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Zanskar, with

CONTINUED 'aON P9

Aview of the blockage caused
- by a landslide on the Phuktal

®The lake burst around 8 am:
on Thursday morning and
the water level in the river
rose to 2.48 meters

EThe area falls en route to the
famous Chadar trek that =~

- attracts tourists from across

the world
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'NEWTIDEIN CLIMAT
POLITICS WITNESSE

The Times of India (A)

PRIOR TO PARIS SUMMIT, NATIONS REAP HARVEST OF REDUCED PRICES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Canberra, 7 May

Technological advances
that have reduced prices
and improved efficiency of
renewable energy have
helped transform the pol-
itics around climate
change since 2009 when an
attempt to forge a global
deal on reducing green-
house gas emissions failed,
the UN climate chief said
today.

Christiana Figueres,
executive secretary of the
U.N. Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change,
said countries were ahead
of schedule in negotiating
a landmark agreement
on curbing greenhouse
gases that can be adopt-

ed at a Paris summit in-

December.

“We're in a very, very dif-
ferent position to Copen-
hagen not just from a pro-
cedural point of view, but
from many other points of
view,” Figueres told
reporters during a visit to
Australia.

Figueres, who became
the UN climate chief in
2010 following the Copen-
hagen summit's failure to
reach agreement on cutting
emissions, said techno-
logical advances were the

first of several factors
that had created “a very
changed political envi-
ronment.”

The price of solar pan-
els has plummeted 80 per
cent since Copenhagen.
Panels are also 40 per cent
more efficient, thanks to
technologies that include
Tesla batteries that can
store solar electricity in
homes.

The cost of solar power
was already the same or
cheaper than power from
the grid in at least 60 coun-
tries, she said. Invest-
ments in solar, wind and
geothermal energy tech-
nologies have increased

massively since Copen-
hagen, demonstrating
“confidence that the invest-
ment into clean technolo-
gies is viable and is prof-
itable,” she said.

Last year, arecord USD
271 billion was invested in
renewable energy, with
the growth of renewable
electricity capacity out-
pacing the growth in fos-
sil fuel-fired capacity, she
said.

The number of laws
and regulations around
renewable energy and cli-
mate change had increased
20-fold since Copenhagen,
indicating that the world's
regulatory framework was

headed toward a cleaner
energy mix, she said.

UN negotiators in Feb-
ruary produced an early
draft of what eventually
should become alandmark
climate deal in Paris. The
draft was produced four
months ahead of schedule.
The latest version has just
47 pages. &

“That is remarkably

- different to where we were

in the lead up to Copen-
hagen where we did not
have an official negotiat-
ingtext, where we had 300
pages of compilation of
texts, but certainly no
negotiating text,” Figueres
said.
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JAMMY, MAY7

There is more than what.‘ ;
meets the eye in the sudden
burstmg of the ‘artificial
lake created on the Phuktal

river'in the Zanskar subdi-
vision of Kargil district due
to landslide blockage on
December 31 last year.

The National Disaster
Management  Authority

(NDMA) and other agencies.

have drawn flak for “shod-
dy” work to tackle the
impending flood threat.
The joint task force of the
Army, the Air Force and the
NDMA claimed on April 1 that
the tragedy had been averted
after they created a channel
through the blockage to drain
out water from the artificial
lake in a regulated manner. -
The NDMA was appointed
asnodal agency by the Centre
on January 24 to formulate
and implement the strategy
to clear the Phuktal blockage.

Taking cognisance of the.

alarming situation in the
Zanskar subdivision, Gov-
ernor NN Vohra directed
the state administration on
January 21 to request the
NDMA to constitute a mul-
ti-disciplinary expert group
to evolve an action plan to
deal with the situation.

Till the formation of a new
government in Jammu and
Kashmir on March 1, the
Governor was looking into
the issue and held delibera-
. tions with the authorities

concerned for an early solu-
tion to the crisis.
It took almost 50 days for
the NDMA, which reached
{_Lagﬁk;g‘tp assess the 51tu

! f PHUTKAL TIMELINE

tion on February 8, and other
agencies to start work on cre-
ating a channel for regulated
flow of water, notwithstand-

_ing repeated requests from.

representatives from Kargil,
Zanskar and Leh for early
clearance of the blockage.
They apprehended that
flashfloods would cause dis-
aster in the entire Zanskar

river, where the landslide
blockage had formed the 15-
km-long artificial lake, and
the glacier started melting.

“The government must
explain what the Cabinet
Secretary and his expert
team were monitoring all
along? Irrespective of the
extent of damage, the
NDMA team must be taken

_ subdivision brice'the frozén > to taske Tt Shouldbe pulled |

up by the Chief Secretary
and he should explain what
it was doing,” said an angry
Nawang Rigzin Jora, Con-
gress Legislature Party
leader and Leh MLA.

He said he stood vindicat-
ed. “I had forewarned the
government both inside the
Assembly and outside that
the NDMA team comprising

_sectoral experts which was

given the responsibility to
solve the problem had done
shoddy work. Imagine mak-

ing a channel two metres

wide and two metres deep in
loose, rocky and sandy ter-
rain and expecting it to
drain out the discharge
from a glacier 50 metres
thick, 100 metres wide and
14 kilometreslong,” he said.

Mohammad Haneefa Jan,
Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive  Councillor, Ladakh

Autonomous - Hill Develop-.

ment Council (LAHDC),

Kargil, expressed displeasure
over the NDMA’s “faulty

“work” and favoured a high-lev-

el inquiry to fix responsibility.
“There were several short-
comings in the exercise of
the NDMA. On the one side,
it claimed that it had averted
the tragedy and on the other,
such extensive damage was

.caused to public property

due to floods. An inquiry
should be conducted to take
the guilty to task,” he said.
Tsering Angdus, Execu-
tive Councillor, Zanskar
Affairs, LAHDC, Kargil,
said, “The NDMA'’s declara-
tion that it had averted the
tragedy by creating a chan-
nel through the landslide
blockage was like cheating

and an act of deceptlon with
”
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

*khFkkkxk

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhri’— 66.

Dated g : § .
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
>
I C
sistant Director (publicity)

Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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