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73%water samples

fail testin Faridabad |

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

0

| FARIDABAD, APRIL 8 _
As many as 73 per cent sam-

ples of drinking water sup-
plied by the Municipal Cor-
poration Faridabad MCEF)
have failed in tests conducted
by the Health Department in
the past three months.

While the district health offi-
cials describe chlorination as
mandatory to check the
growth of bacteria and viruses,
the civic body officials claim
that the water supplied by it
without proper chlorination
was also fit for consumption.

- The Health Department col-
lected samples from 988 tube-
wells and booster ' pumps
between January 1 and April 5
to check if those were properly

chlorinated. According to the

results, officials did not find any
chlorationin 727 samples out

263 0f990 show chlorine presence

. BIJENDRA AHLAWAT

CONTRARIAN VIEW

ater supplied from
MCF tubewells is safe as
its source is underground

~water and not the surface
“water that requires

chlorination. The samples
were not taken inthe

presence of MCF officials.

DR Bhaskar, CHIEF ENGINEER, MCF

of the total of 990. “Only 263
samples exhibited the presence
of chlorinein thewater;”said Dr
Ram Bhagat, Deputy CMO and
in-charge of the test cell.

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

at Bhagirath {English) & ub’;cuy“:'e,uor CWC
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dnnkmg ‘The consumption of untreated
ter could result in health disorders like
olera, typhoid and dysentery, espec1a]1ym
children whose immunity is weak. &
But contesting the claims of the Health
partment, DR Bhaskar, Chief Engineer,
F said the water supplied from MCF
ewells was safe as its source was under-
und water and not the surface water
ch requn‘es chlorination. i
b Admlttmg that  chlorinators ‘at many
_pumps might be non-functlonal or might
' not have the desired amount of chlorine at
i hmes he said the ssmples hadnothbeen tak-
‘| 'en m the presence of MCF ofﬁmals &- o

.
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Women lead the way in adopting changes

RADHESHYAM JADHAV
Aurangab:"td
Marathwada has,faced four rain
deficient years in the last five
years ( 2012-2016). Women farm-
ers in  Osmanabad  say:
“Drought is here to stay and we
have to change oursclves as
nature will not.” Komal Katkate,
a small farmer in Osmanabad,
is trying to cultivate vegetables
and pulses that require less wa-
ter along with other women in
the area. “We have to change
our farming,” says Komal.

The State-appointed  Vijay
Kelkar committee in its report
echoes Komal's line of thought.
. “Technological options in im-
proving dry land farming are
many. Foremost among them
are the introduction of protect-
ive irrigation, rainwater har-
vesting approaches such as con-
servation measures, watershed
development and farm ponds.
These need to be supplemented
by micro-irrigation techniques

for improving water productiv-
ity and promotion of new tech-
nical and commercial path-
ways in major crops deserves a
‘mission mode' approach in
Vidarbha and Marathwada,”
the committee has noted .

The report added that farm-
ers should be encouraged to di-
versify their crop-pattern in fa-
vour of non-traditional high
value crops and horticultural
crops, complemented with re-
search in water stress resistant
varieties. New agricultural
growth strategies are much

-

needed for the region, which
would combine various tech-
niques ranging from green-
house technologies, micro-ir-
rigation and fertigation with

diversified market oriented
crop-pattern, group farming,
group marketing and contract
farming aimed at value sharing
arrangements with processing
industries.

Growth Strategies

The Kelkar Committee men-
tioned that the major strengths
of the region are strategic loca-

tion, existing dynamic manu-
facturing, SME clusters, herit-
age tourism, solar energy,
regional language ITES and BPO
capabilities.

The constraints on the other
hand are scarcity of natural re-
sources such as water, a skills
deficit, poor connectivity (railf
road), gavernance deficit, espe-
cially administrative capacity
to efficiently utilise develop-
ment expenditure and hyster-
esis (when an outcome depend
on present and past inputs) ef-
fect on social capital.

The strategy thus seeks (o ac-
celerate the regional growth
rate in an inclusive fashion by
successively removing the con-
straints mainly through gov-
ernance and policy reforms and
leveraging the comparative dy-
namic advantage so as to signi-
ficantly reduce the per-capita
income-gap between Marath-
wada and other parts of
Maharashtra.
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