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No relief til
‘expect rai

Overcast Sky Likely On Polling Day,

o Times News NETWORK ‘

New Delhi: It was a swelte-

ring day in the capital on

Wednesday with parts of

thecity crossing amaximum
of 43 degrees Celsius. The
Safdarjung station, taken as
thebase for the Delhi’s weat-

_ her, recorded a maximum
- temperature of 41.8 degrees

abovenormal.

Celsius — three notches

IMD, however, has fore-
cast improvement over the

" hext 72 hours with a thun-
derstorm likely to hit Delhi
on Friday Delhi could see

. gusty winds with dust storm
| and thunderstorm activity
. from Friday onwards, while

the day of polling — Sunday
__is likely to see overcast
conditions and ‘thundery’
development, officials said.
Rain is, meanwhile, fore-
cast for Tuesday, which co-
_uld bring down the maxi-
mum temperature to around

Frid

y,

Wk

Says IMD

ase in moisture and thun-
_derstorm activity. ‘Wind spe-
eds will pick up from Friday

onwardsandlightraincould .

occur in isolated locations,”
said aseniormetofficial. -
Delhi’s minimum tempe-
rature on Wednesday was
23.6 degrees Celsius, while
the hottest location in the

capital was Palam with a

36 degrees. A Weéte:n,~dis¥‘
~high of 43.6 degrees. Palam

turbance is affecting Delhi
_which could lead toan incre-

had recorded the season’s
hottest day on April 30
when the mercury touched
45.3degrees.

- Delhi’s air quality, mean-
while, deteriorated to ‘very
poor’ with an AQI of 357. SA-
FAR says a dust storm across
northernIndiais influencing
Delhi’s air quality and the
AQImay turn ‘severe’ soom.
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Lockmg CO:ina rock may check gIobaI warming

 But Experts Need To Make Sure Gas Doesn't Mlgrate To Surface And Contaminate Drinking Water

UK goes a week without burnmg coal

ritain has gone a week without burning coal for electricity for

the first time since the 19th century. Power operator National
Grid says coal hasn’t contributed to the UK electricity mix since
theafternoon of May 1. The landmark was reached two years
after Britain had itsfirst coal-free day since the Industrial
Revolution. Fintan Slye, directorof National Grid Electricity
System Operator, said coal-free power would become the “new
normal”as Britain generates more power from wind, solar and
otherrenewable sources. The government says Britain will
eliminate coal from its power supply by 2025. It has seta deadline
0f2050to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions altogether. ar

Saint-Ursanne: Swiss scien-

| tists are injecting carbon
| dioxide into rock deep inside

"amountain to discover if the .

| gas leaks out or if it can be

! locked away to stop it contrib-

“utingto climate change.

. Inside Mont Terri in the -

“Jura Mountains, a layer of
{impermeable clay could po-
| tentially trap carbon dioxide,
j the main greenhouse gas
| causing global warming.
[ At a laboratory deep in-
-side the mountain, scientists
!have begun pumping carbon
" dioxide dissolved in salt wa-
. terintotherock, They willsee
if the gas will interact with
. the clay and whether a fault-
line willallow it to seep out.

TAKE A DEEP BREATH & THANK THE ROCKS

The - first ~eight-month
phase of the experiment in-
volves-only 500mg of carbon

‘dioxide pumped into the rock
‘through a borehole. “If this

rock has a fault in it, is it pos-

§ible that the COz comes up

through the fault. This is
whatwe wanttoanswer,”said
AlbaZappone,aresearcherat
Zurich’s ETH University.
Geological storage of COz
already exists, but existing
sites are usually in uninhab-

~wegian North Sea,

ited places, such as the Alger-
ian desert or under the Nor-
said
Christophe Nussbaum, the
Mont Terri projectmanager.
“Whatisnewisthat, if one
day we want to stock CO: in

Switzerland, whichisa dense-
1y populated region, we need
to make sure that the CO:
won't migrate into the sur-
face and contaminate, for in-
stance, drinking water sourc-

‘es, This is one of the major

stakeshere,” Nussbaum said.
Swiss citizens produce an
average of about 5.8 tonnes of
CO:annually, hesaid. The pro-
ject is supported by Switzer-
land, France, Canada, Japan
and the US, and energy firms.
But ‘environmental orga-
nisations like Greenpeace are
worried thatthe project’sfind-
ingscould turnintoa “rightto
pollute” and detract from ef-
forts to reduce emissions,
whicharedrivingadisastrous
rise in global temperatures.
“What worries us is to see
thatthenecessary effortsneed-
ed to limit greenhouse gas
emissionsarenotbeingmade,”
said Mathias Schlegel, Green-
peace spokesman. REUTERS
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‘ ana’s stand, adding that it is “reflected in the :

k why it “asked for withdrawal of theplea”

NewDe]hl TheDelIuhlghcourtonWednesday
secured water supply levels for the capital this

summer, directing Haryana toensurenodisrup-
tions or reductions occur in the water volumes

and it sticks to the December 2014 commitment.
The courtalsostrongly disapproved of Ha-
ryana’s “conduct” where the neighbouring

- state pressured the Delhi government to
withdraw an application from HC. Intheplea

Delhi government, through DJB, had urged
the court to protect water supply for thestate.
: The jal board had alleged that in the Upper

- Yamuna River Board (UYRB) meeting of April

| 18, Haryana had asked DJB tofirst withdrawall

~cases on the water issue from the courts as a

pre -conditionfor it toconsider releaseof water

to.Delhi. A bench of Chief Justice Rajendra

- Menonand Justice AJ Bha.mbhamnotedHary
: ‘minutes of the meetmg” and sought to kn

- Asperthe 2014 undertaking in HC, Harya

© namustrelease 719 cusecs of water perday in-
to Munak canal and 330 cusecs per day i inDel- .

~ hi Sub Branch Canal. In addition, HC said
. that water being supplied to the Wazlrabad
treatment plant from Haryana, which caters
to most of central Delhi mcludmg Lutyen’s
zone, should continue in the same quantltles

- aswasbeingdoneinthepast.
The courtlshearmgaPILbyadvocate SBTri-

pathi seeking sufficient water supply for Delhi.
. Meanwhile, the bench took a grim view of
! allegations of sand mining and bunds being
. constructed along the Yamuna river bed and

Abhmav.Garg@txmesgroup com ﬂh’s

The high court has set up a high- level commlttee to

 look into the allegations of sand mining and bunds
-being constructed along the river bed -

red Justlce Indermeet Kaur The court said
theretired judgealongwith amicus curiaese-

_nior advocate Rakesh Khanna will inspect if
»obstructlons have been put in the canals car-

rymg water meantfor the Wazirabad plantas
claxmed byDJB thr ugh standmg counsel Su-

 The court said the comm1ttee should sub

- mit its report before the next date of hearing
- onMay 20, when it will take further actionba-

sed on the panel’s findings. High court’s di-

rections came on DJB’s application infor-
-mingthecourtthatitisbeing coerced to with-

draw all its earlier pleas for protectmg water

- supply tothenational capital.

However Haryana government mamtamed

ikthat the ‘bunds’ were 200km away from the Del-
‘hi-Haryana border and didn’t interfere with
~ water flow; but the bench refused to accept this

argument, leaving it to the panel to examine

_ “whether the bunds are 200 km or 20 metres
- away from the border” and would they “nnpact :

setupa high-level committee headed by reti-

-thesupply of watertothe national capi

The Times of india (A)

- The Economic Times
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Gadkan rakes up river
water ﬂow to Pak. agam

Govt makmg road map to stop water’

- kistan that India will not .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AMRITSAR

ti on Wednesday warned Pa-

hesitate to stop water of riv-
ers flowing to that country if

Islamabad does not end its
. support to terrorism. -
~ “The Union government

is already makmg a road
map to stop water of rivers

! flowing from India into Pa-

~ kistan,” he said at a cam-

paign rally in Amritsar.

- government is planning to

build six water dams in Pun-
. jab, Haryana, Uttarakhand,

Uttar Pradesh and Rajas-
than and this step would

~ solve the water problem
“enormously. =

“There was a water treayty'
between India and Pakistan

Hq

Union Minister Nitin Gadkai4

m 1960 rand 1ts baSlS was
peaceful relations, but if the
present face of terrorism is
not changed, in such cir-
cumstances, India wouldn’t

 take much time to take the
 harsh decision of stopping

river water to Paklstan,” the

L BIE. Ieader sald

EXCESS Water ;

- He said that the excess wa-
‘ter will be given to Punjab
~-and Haryana to address
_ shortage in agriculture. -

The Minister said thatthe
tion between Punjab and
_neighbouring Haryana, he .

On river water- distribu-

said that the issue has to be
sorted out without disturb-

' ing the water available to

“Punjab. Mr. Gadkari said

~ that the Modi government

 did what was not done in
the last five decades
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Odishadeathtolirisesto41

Forpowerrestorationadditionalskilled manpower was drawn fromBengal, Telangana & Andhra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHUBANESWAR, £ MAY c I

hetollin cyclone Fani
onWednesday rose to
41, while power
restoration work is
on full wing in the affected
areas with additional skilled
manpower being drawn from
other states, an official said.

The toll was 37 till Tuesday;,
the district collectors have
confirmed four more deaths
due to the cyclone which
madealandfall in Puri on Fri-
day, information and public
relations secretary Sanjay
Singh said without naming the
districts from where fresh
deaths were reported.

The official said restoration
of water supply was the first
priority of the state govern-
ment after the cyclone and it
has been achieved in both
Bhubaneswar and most parts
of Puri.

“We have engaged diesel
generators in places for run-
ning the water pumps where
electricityisnotavailable,” he
said.

“We will be able to fully
restore power supply in the
state capital by 12 May,” Singh
said while briefing the media
on the restoration works fol-
lowing the massive devasta-
tion due to the cyclone which
ripped apart water supply,
electricity and telecom infra-
structurein over 11 coastal dis-
tricts.

On the power restoration
problem, he said work is on
full swing with additional
skilled manpower drawn from

Rlys to resume normal services from Puri by 12 May

PRESS TURST OF INDIA
NEWDELH H

In an effort to resume con-
nectivity with Odisha's Puri
in the aftermath of the dev-
astation wreaked by cyclone
Fani, the Railways on Wednes-
day said it will start normal
services from the tourist town
by 12 May but the complete
restoration of the severely
damaged railway station can
take up to three months.

Extremely severe cyclonic
storm 'Fani' made landfallin
the coastal town on 3 May,
unleashing copiousrain and
windstorm with speeds of up
to 175kmph, and left behind
atrail of destructionin 18 dis-
tricts of Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh.

The Railways had can-
celled 595 trains since the

states like West Bengal, Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh.
“While 80 per cent of electricity
consumers will get power by
10 May, the process will be
completed by 12 May in
Bhubaneswar,” Singh said.
The power restoration
work in Puri district is pick-
ing up and in the first phase
of consumers will get electricity
in Grand Road (Badadanda)
area on 12 May;, said Singh, who
hasbeen assigned the task of
managing media and logistics
in the post-cyclone period.
He, however, could not
give any time line for full

cyclone hit the state on May
3 and has so far managed to
restore 141 of them, includ-
ing 34 trains originating from
Bhubaneshwar.

“Today (Wednesday) we
have restored three pairs of
express trains from Puri and
we will gradually increase
the number. This decision has
been taken by factoringin the
repair work of the over-head
wires, poles and the sig-
nalling system that needs to
be done. By 12 May, we will

restoration of power supply
in Puri district in the face of
massive destruction ofinfra-
structure in the worst cyclone
hit areas.

“We have to rebuild the
power infrastructure afresh in
many places of Puri district
which was slammed by high
velocitywind ataspeed of over
200 kmph,” Singh said.

Cyclone Fani has dam-
aged five 400 kv towers, 27
number of 220 kv towers, 21
number of 130 kv towers, four
220 kv grids, and four 132 kv
grids in Puri.

Similarly, 5,030 kim of 33 kv

resume normal services of
trains from Puri. However,
repair work of the Puri rail-
way station and the Puri
coach maintenance com-
plex will take up to three
months as these have been
severely damaged,” East Coast
Railway (ECoR) chief
spokesperson] P Mishra said.
“Our nearby divisions and
even the other zones havereal-
ly cooperated and collabo-
rated with us to ensure that
werestore services quickly,”
Mishra said.

There are about 52 trains
originating from Puri daily, of
which 40 are express trains
while 12 are passenger trains.
Thenational transporter has
also paid advance salary for
the month of May to its staff
of Puri and Khurda Road sta-
tions.

lines, 38,613 km of 11 kvline,
11,077 distribution trans-
formers, and 79,485 km of low
tensionlines have been dam-
aged in the calamity, the Spe-
cial Relief Commissioner
(SRC) said in its situation
report.

The government has sought
cooperation of the power
consumers and said time is
required to fully restore power
connection in the cyclone
devastated areas. As many
as 1.56lakh new electric poles
have been uprooted in the
'extremely severe' cyclone
Fani.

Central govt

team to soon
visit Odisha

NEW DELHEL 8 MAY

A team from the central
government will soon visit
Odisha to assess the dam-
age caused by cyclone Fani.
Reviewing therelief mea-
sures in Odisha, cabinet
secretary P K Sinha asked
concerned officials of the
state and the Centre to focus
on implementation of the
priority plans prepared for
restoration of power and
telecommunications in Puri
and Bhubaneswar and mon-
itor the progress on a day-
to-day basis.
“Ontherequest of Odisha,
he further directed thata cen-
tral team may visit Odisha
soon to assess the extent of
damage caused by cyclone
Fani,” astatementissued by
the Home Ministry said.
The National Crisis Man-
agement Committee
(NCMC), under the cabinet
secretary, reviewed theres-
cue and relief measures in
affected areas with the senior
officials of the state gov-
ernment and central agen-
cies concerned. The state
government, in coordination
with the Centre, has prepared
a detailed plan identifying
priorityareasforrestoration
of power and telecom facil-
ities in Puri and
Bhubaneswar. pii
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n re(?ent years there has
been a growing recogni-
tion that climate changeis
aproblem that can seriously

+ disrupt thelife-nurturing con-
. ditions of planet earth. Earlier,
- scientists had reached broad
. agreement that it is necessary
| to restrict global warming to 2
| deg. Cabove pre-industriallev-

els. But then it was realised
that even this could have cata-

strophic consequences. Hence

there has beenincreasing con-

« sensus in the scientific com-

munityaboutthe need torestrict
global warmingtoalevelof 1.5
deg. C above pre- -industrial
levels.

As anincrease of 1 deg. C

" has already taken place, this

leaves us very little room but

again the scientific communi-

ty is clear that it s still within
the realm of science (and
human effort) to achieve this if
there is a very firm global
commitment.

It is very 1mp0rtant for
humanity to make this com-
mitment because otherwise
the catastrophic impacts of
climate change will be unac-
ceptably high. Restricting
global warming to this level
calls for immediate and far-
reaching changes not just in
energy, industry and transport
systems but also even wider
changes in economy, living
patterns, social and political
mobilisation, - .

In October 2018, a widely
cited and discussed report of
the most important scientific
body on climate change (the
Inter-governmental Panel on

- Climate Change or the IPCC)

warned thatithere are only a
dozen years for global warm-
ing to be kept to the limit of
1.5 deg. C. Debra Roberts, co-

g

.chair of the working group on
impacts, said this was the
* dangerous territory as they are

largest clarion call from the

scientific community. This

report tells humanity that this
is the moment and we must
act now, Roberts said.

If we succeed in restrict-

ing climate change to 1.5 deg.

C it will be a very significant
achievement, but it will not
mean there will be no signifi-
cant adverse impacts of cli-

mate change at this level. A

range of serious adverse

impacts are being experienced.

even now at 1 deg. C above
pre-industrial levels. Signifi-
cant adverse impacts will cer-
tainly be there at 1.5 deg. C
above pre-industrial levels.

But we will hopefully be able’

to keep these within tolerable
limits,

James Hansen, the former
NASA scientist who played an
important role in drawing
attention to climate change,

has said that both 1.5 deg. C

our Pla“ets” ;
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and 2 deg. C would take ‘

humanity into uncharted and

both well above the Holocene

erarange in which human civ-
-ilization developed but there

o isa big difference . He said,
“1.5 gives young people and

the next generation a fighting
chance of getting back to the

“Holocene or close to it.”

Will humanity seize this

chance for the young genera-

tion and generations to come?
To make this a possibility, as
the IPCC report mentioned,

available to us will remain
open only up to.around year

2030 or so. In other words, the

decade 2020-30 is going to be

- the most important for saving

the life- nurturmg condmons
of planet earth.

While discussion is more =
_in the context of climate

change there are several other
serious environmental prob-

lems which are also reaching

“ways, aggravating it and

- of bio-diversity and food pro-
the window of opportunity

sous chemicals and radiation.
_ The fact that so many people

Deccari Chronicle
Deccan Herald
The Times of India (A)
Business standard
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a critical stage around the
‘same time. These problems
may also impact the crisis of

climate change in several

adding to it, while at the same
time these may also be wors-

_ened further by climate

change impacts.

' These problems include
scarcity and pollution of fresh-
‘water, air pollution, pollution
and disruption of ocean life
systems, species extinction
and habitat loss, rapid decline

‘duction systems, serious risks
from proliferation of danger-

and children in the world still
suffer from poverty, hunger,

- malnutrition and other depri-
“vations increases the adverse
dimpact of these serious envi-
“ ronmental problems in several

ways.
At the same time the risks

posed by weapons of mass

destruction are also increas-
ing. UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterras said some
time back that global anxieties
regarding nuclear weapons
are at their highest levels since
the end of the cold war. A little
before this former Soviet Pres-
ident Mikhail Gorbachev said,
“The worst thing that has hap-
pened in recent years is the
collapse of trust in relation-
ships between major powers.

' ~The window to a nuclear-free

world...is being shut and sealed
right before our eyes.”

We may add that since

these statements were made

- the situation has deteriorated

because of the failure to renew

a crucial treaty to reduce

nuclear weapon risks and the
increasing doubts being

. expressed that another critical

treaty due for renewal in 2021
may not be renewed. This is as
far as the treaties concerning
nuclear weapons of the USA
and Russia are concerned.

However, there are also seri-
ous concerns regarding grow-
ing tensions and nuclear

- weapon risks in other coun-

tries possessing nuclear
weapons, perhaps most
notably the increasing ten-
sions between India and Pak-
istan.

Hence the coming years
are going to be critical from
the point of view of efforts for
decreasing nuclear weapon
risks. In addition the future

risks from robot weapons are

extremely high. As the world
is now in the early stages of .
development . of robot
weapons, the next few years

‘will be crucial from the point

of view of any major initiatives

_to reduce the growing and

unpredictably high risks from
T0bot or Al weapons.

Hence it is clear that a
number of serious problems
appear to be converging
around the same time leading
to an unprecedemed human-
made survival crisis on planet
earth. Urgent steps need to be
taken to resolve this crisis
without further delay and the
next decade will be the most
crucial from this perspective.
There are very compelling rea-
sons to_declare the next
decade as the Decade for Sav-
ing Earth as this will help to
focus attention on the most
important challenges ahead of
us. This is a campaign that I
have taken up with a lot of
hope and if some of the read-
ers of the book I have written
also join such efforts then my
efforts will be amply
rewarded.

The writer is a freelance journalist
who has been involved with several
soclal movements and initiatives.
His book Planet in Peril, Survival

. Crisis - People’s response tiie Only

Way Forward has just been

published by Vitasta, Delhl.
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