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‘Karnataka's offer of talk§

Mekedatu TN. I'E]ECtS

An attempt to nnpede proceedmgs m S

} SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu g'overnment ‘on
- ‘Monday turned down Karnataka’go-
- vernment’s ‘offer. of talks over the

. jectacross the Cauvery at Mekedatu,
£ citing the proceedings in the Su-

& tendmg that 1t was‘ su_b Jud;ce 5

~ Affecting proceedings

T

- Water Resources D.K. Shivakumar,
seeking an appointment with Tamil

' Nadu Chief Minister to discuss the is-.
¢ sue, Tamil Nadu Law Minister C.Ve.

* Shanmugam said it was “an attempt
...t to impede the proceedings” pend-

~'ing in a litigation moved by Tamil
. Naduin the Supreme Court.

contentious proposal for a dam pro-

- preme Court over the issue and con- :

- Referring to a letter of Minister for

6‘ffer of talks was also an at-

- R‘téﬁi)f‘to impede contempt proceed-

“_gs_’smtlated against Mr. Shivaku-
ar and others in the Supreme

i Court on December 5and the matter
was sub judice, Mr. Shanmugam

pomﬁed out and requested him not
to go ahead with the preparation of -

_ the Detailed Project Report (DPR)
Jfor the project.

ATy construction or even prepa
ration of a DPR for construction of
any new ms&rvmr/prmect is a clear

i wolaUOrga@,fgr&le judgment of the Su-

urt. Hence, 1 Tequest you -
to desist from preparation of a DPR
for Mekedatu project. I also request
the Karnataka government to comp- -
Iy with the judgment of the Supreme
.Courtin letter and Spll'lt " Mr. Shan-
mugam sa1d
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Games the“dragon nlays

China, by building dams on trans- Hrmalayan rivers, can use water as political weapon against India

T71 Just as China has
changed the status
quo in the South
China Sea through
an island-building
strategy, it is work-
ing to re-engineer
cross-border flows

€+ MEE of international
Brahma Chellaney ~ rivers that origi-
nate in  Tibet,

which Beljing annexed in 1951.

No country will be more affected by
China’s dam frenzy than India because
of one telling statistic: out of the 718 bil-
lion cubic metre of surface water that
tlows out of Chinese-held territory year-
ly, 347 billion cubic metre (or 48.3 per
cent of the total) runs directly into In-
dia. Several major Indian rivers origi-
nate in Tibet, including the Brahmapu-
tra, the Kosi, the Sutlej and the Indus.

China already boasts of large dams
than the rest of the world put together.
More importantly, it has emerged as the
key obstacle to building institutional-
ised collaboration on shared water re-
sources in Asia.

In contrast to the bilateral water trea-
ties between many of its neighbours,
Chinarejects the concept of a water-shar-
ing arrangement or joint, rules-based
management of common resources.

India has water-sharing treaties with
both the countries located downstream
to it: Pakistan and Bangladesh. These
treaties govern the Indus and the Ganges.

By contrast, China, despite its unri-
valled international status as the source
of river flows to more than a dozen coun-
trics. stands out for not having a single
water-sharing arrangement with any
neighbour.

India’s treaties with Pakistan and
Bangladesh have actually set new prin-
ciples in international water law. The
1996 Ganges treaty — which coincided
with the 25th anniversary of Bangla-
desh’s Indian-assisted independence —
set a new standard by guaranteeing de-
livery of specific water quantities in the
critical dry season.

The Indus treaty stands out as the
world’s most generous water pact, in
terms of both the sharing ratio (80.52
per cent of the aggregate water flows in
the six-river Indus system are reserved
[or Pakistan) and the total volume of
basin waters for the downstream state
(Pakistan gets 90 times greater volume
of water than Mexico’s share under a
1944 pact with the US).

China, in rejecting the 1997 UN con-
vention that lays down rules on shared
water resources, contended that an up-
stream power has the right to assert
absolute territorial sovereignty over the
waters on its side of the international
boundary — or the right to divert as

India’s 2,000 MW Tehri Dam on River Bhagirathi pales in companson to China's 22 500 MW Three Gorges Dam ( above ) —FILE

much water as it wishes for its need

ver state,

Today, by building mega dams and *
reservoirs in its borderlands, China is ©
working to divert the flows of major =
rivers that are the lifeline of lower ri-

parian states.

Since the last decade, China’s major -

dam building has moved from dam-sat-

urated internal rivers to international
rivers Jocated in ethnic-minority home-

lands like Tibet.

On the Brahmaputra, China is racing
to complete several additional dams lo-
cated in close proximity to each other.
This cascade of dams is likely to affect
the quality and guantity of downstream
flows into [ndia and Bangladesh.

Only five rivers in the world carry
more waler than the Brahmapuira and
only one — mainland China's Yellow
River -- carries more silt. The Brahma-
putra is the world’s highest-altitude
river. It represents a unique fluvial eco-
system largely due to the heavy load of
high-quality nutrient-rich sill it carries
from forbidding Himalayan heights.

The Brahmaputra’s annual flooding
cycle helps to re-fertilise overworked
soils in India’s Assam plains and large
parts of Bangladesh, where the river is
the biggest source of water supply.

irrespective of the effects on a downri- - TOdaj, by bU”dmg meQa dams
~and reservoirs in its borderlands, -
_Chinais wmkmg {odivert the
flows of major rivers that
~-serve as lifelines of so many.
“lower riparian states

The silt-inovement impediment by
China’s upstream dam projects consti-
tutes a bigger threat to the biophysical
vitality of the river and to the soil fertil-
ity of downstream plains than cven the
likely diminution of cross-border flows.

China'’s centralised, mega-projects-
driven approach to water resources is
the antithesis of the policy in India,
where water is a state (not federal) sub-
ject under the Constitution and where
anti-dam non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) are powertul. India’s Nar-
mada Dam project, which remains in-
complele decades aller ils construction
began, symbolises the power of NGOs.

The largest dam India has built
since independence — the 2,000-mega-
watt Tehri Dam on River Bhagirathi
— pales in comparison to China’s giant

projects, such as the 22,500-megawatt
Three Gorges Dam and the new mega-
dams on the Mekong like Xiaowan,
which dwarfs Paris's Eiffel Tower in
height, and Nuozhadu, which boasts of
a 190-square-km reservoir

China’s population is just margin-
ally larger than India’s, but its inter-
nally renewable water resources (2,813

“billion cubic metre per year) are almost

twice as large as India’s. In aggregate
water availability, including external
inflows (which are sizeable in India’s
case), China boasts of virtually 50 per
cent larger waler resources than India

India’s surface-water storage capac-
ity --an important measure of any na-
tion's ability to deal with drought or
seasonal imbalances in water availabil-
ity — is one of the world's lowest:
Amounting to 200 cubic metre per head
per year, it is more than 11 times lower
than China’s. The 2030 Water Resourc-
es Group, an international unit, has
warned that India is likely to face a 50
per cent deficit between water demand
and supply by 2030

Inthe coming years, China, by ramp-
ing up construction of dams on trans-
[Timalayan rivers. could fashion water
into a political weapon against its
neighbour India.
Author is a leading strategic analyst
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1st int’l conf on sustainable

PNS @ CHANDIGARH

he first international confer-
ence on Sustainable Water
Management, organised by the
Bhakra Beas Management Board

(BBMB) under the aegis of - |8

National Hydrology Project of
Union Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation, was
inaugurated on Monday by
Himachal Pradesh Governor
Acharya Devvrat.

Union Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation’s secre-
tary UP Singh was the Guest of
Honour on the occasion.

Devvrat highly appreciated
the collective activities of Union
Ministry, BBMB, National
Hydrology Project, World Bank,
various participating countries
and organisations on Sustainable
\\’ate:%\aiamgemcm.

UP Singh cited water.related
issues with realistic examples to
all the delegates. BBMB chairman

DK Sharma, in his inaugural
speech, gave detailed presentation
on water related issues and also
about BBMB in plenary session.

Various participating coun-
tries have put their stalls depict-
ing need of sustainable water
management. Union Ministry of
Water Resources also displayed a
very informative stall.

BBMB displayed a wonderful
exhibition wherein a big replica of
Bhakra Dam, along with multi-
farious activities carried by BEMB
in technical fields, its achieve-

water mgmt ifnaugurated

ment, social activities, swacchta
activities, were displayed in a very
colourful stall.

The two-day conference
would provide interactive plat-
form for extensive brainstorming
and sharing path breaking ideas
and case studies in respect of
flood and drought management,
hydrology, e-flows, inter-basin
water transfer, climate change,
intelligent decision support sys-
tem, etc, to address gressing
issues regarding sustainable man-
agement of water resources.




