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N¢ ow, breach in Sh,ahSl Lake poses threat

AMIR KariM TANTRAY
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 11
After the bursting of an artifi-
cial lake on the Phutkal river
last week, fresh flash-floods
hit the area causing exten-
sive damage. :

The flash-floods occurred
due to a breach in the Shahsi

Ths g »
‘Kochik, Thulus,and Pursa in

Lake following the melting of
snow. The latest spate of

floods has led to huge dam- -

age in Hunderman Brok,
Maal, Lankarchey Brok,
Ichu-Shargandik,

Kargil district with irrigation
canals, land, livestock, roads,
trees, pashmina goat and oth-

er infrastructure in the: area
getting washed away
The artificial lake on the
Phutkal burst on May 7 caus-
ing huge damage in the Zan-
skar sub-division of Kargil.
Several bridges, buildings
and fields got washed away
and people were forced to
leave their houses and move

to safer places. Now, the
threat arising from the
breach in the Shahsi Lake
has caused panic in the area,

Though the current flash-
floods are of low intensity,
there are apprehensions that
if the situation is not
addressed soon, lt could turn
intoa d.lsaster :
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- Dlva cramped with bu1ldmgs separated by alleys, is just 22 km from Mumb

(Clockwise from top) At the Diva railway station; most Diva residents fill
water from a tap at the Hanuman temple in Mumbra; their water cans full,

- they simply cross the tracks to the opposite platform to take the train back
to Diva; on most days, the trains are choc-a-bloc, with the women forced to
sitright at the entrance of the trains with their utensils
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trying to pull water into buildings. Insidea
nearly-dry shallow well near Mumbradevi
Colony in Diva, at least 20 jet pumps are at

work in a desperate effort to draw water.
“Just 10years ago, Diva was nothow: you

see it today,” says Shailesh Patil, the local

corporator of the Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena. “Water was never a problem then.

+ Divawas mostly open farmlands with a few

old buildings. In just a decade, the popula-
tion surged from thousands to lakhs. People
looking for space closer to Mumbai came
to Diva. The civic infrastructure simply
could not keep up with the spurt in popu-
lation,” says Patil, adding that some areas
closer to the corporation’s main water lines
get “adequate” supply for about 2-3 hours

-aday and the supply tapers as one moves

further away.

A corporation official said the popula-
tion of Diva shot up between 2011 and 2015,
growing more than six times to 4.5 lakh
now from about 70,000 then. As the de-

* mand for housing skyrocketed, illegal build-

ings mushroomed.
Two years ago, the corporation in-

- creased the daily water supply to Diva from

15 million litres to 18.5 million litres.
However, a constrained distribution net-
work meant that nothing really changed for

effort until now has been on getting more
‘water sanctioned for Diva, but the proble

those who needed it the most.

Vijay Bhoir, a local NCP leader, sagysf,
“More than 95 per cent of the construction
in Diva is unauthorised and the exi
water supply network can’t meet |
needs. Unfortunately, the administration’s

really is in the distribution network.
that is strengthened, the water probl
will continue.”

For now, the corporation has its “plas
—lay additional water pipelines in some of
the worst-affected areas, provide concrete
casing for the water lines to check pilferage
and form a vigil squad by June to keep an
eye on illegal water connections.

Kavita isn’t banking on any of th
“plans”. As she hauls her steel pot ove;
threshold of her house, she has planso
own. It’s already 9.30 pm, late for di

But before that, she pours some of the wa- k

ter she has just got from Mumbra into a
utensiland putsit on boil. That done, Kavita
sits down for the biggest indulgence — she
pours herself a glass full of water and guz-

zles it down. |
New Dalhi
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ﬁels,h@pitals,malls fined
overrainwater harvesting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
,;New Delhi, 11 May

soWorried over depleting
s8roundwater levels in the
~:hational capital, National
i+ Green Tribunal today
.o imposed hefty fines on five-
> star hotels, malls and hos-
i -Pitals for not installing prop-
- ;errainwater harvesting sys-
- {ems in their premises.
o7 Abench, headed by NGT
;o Chairperson Justice Swatan-
ter Kumar, said these units
i -have even not “cared” to
1+ take the steps to install rain-
i~ water harvesting systems
~evenafter several reminders.
i+, “Do you even know the
11:depletionlevel of the ground-
sewater in Delhi? You have a
< responsibility towards soci-
,oety,” the bench, which was
oot satisfied with function-
ging of rainwater harvest-
:ing systems, said.
s _Thegreen panel imposed
v,@afineof Rs7.50lakh each on
nJaypee Siddharth, Piccadi-
51y Hotel while Tirupati
{1Infraprojects Pvt Ltd (Indus
;-Hotels & Spa) was imposed
{+Rs 5 lakh.
¢, The Tribunal also
{:imposed a fine of Rs 5lakh
neach on hospitals -- B M
7+ Gupta Hospital Pvt Ltd,
y-Indraprastha Medical Cor-
rporation Ltd (Apollo Hospi-
~tal) Santom Hospital, and
sJaipur Golden Hospital--
; While Holy Family hospital
1;Was imposed Rs 3 lakh.
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The National Green Tribuna imposed a fine of Rs 7.50
lakh each on Jaypee Siddharth, Piccadily Hotel while
Tirupati Infraprojects Pvt Ltd (Indus Hotels & Spa)

was imposed Rs 5 lakh

“

Among the malls/com-
mercial complexes, Laxmi
Buildtech Pvt. Ltd and
Lifestyle Builders Pvt Litd was
imposed 5 lakh each while
Upaj Buildcon Pvt Ltd was
imposed Rs 3 lakh as fine.

Slamming the hotels and
hospitals for drawing ground
water without permission
from Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA), the bench
directed them to obtain the
requisite consent from the
board.

The Tribunal also issued
bailable warrants against
Aman Hospitality (Kempin-
ski Ambience) and Ibis Hotel
for their non-appearance
despite notices being served
to them.

Thedirections came after
a joint inspection status

report, submitted by Delhi
Pollution Control Commit-
tee, said anumber of five-star
hotels, malls and hospitals
are not compliant with the
rainwater harvesting sys-
tems and in a number of
cases where they have been
provided, they are not sat-
isfactorily operational.

The Tribunal had earli-
er issued notice to--Asian
Hotels Ltd (Hyatt Regency),
Hotel Excelsior (Shangri-
La) Jaypee Siddharth, Pic-
cadily Hotel, Tirupati
Infraprojects Pvt Ltd (Indus
Hotels & Spa), Aman Hos-
pitality (Kempinski Ambi-
ence), Eros Resorts & Hotels
Pvt Ltd (Double Tree by
Hilton), Eros Resorts & Hotels
Pvt Ltd (Hilton) and Ibis
Hotel.
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Overcast skies bring&

some respite from heat

NEW DELHI:You cank expect
some respite from the scorch-
ing heat on Tuesday as the
Meteorological department
predicts some rain on Tuesday.

According to Met forecasts,

skies will be partly cloudy on

Tuesday with light rain and

thunderstorm in some areas.
“The maximum and mini-

mum temperatures are expect-

| ed to hover around 39 and 28
| degrees respectively,” a Met
official said.

. The city got some respite on
Monday, too, as Delhi’s maxi-

\ mum temperature dipped below

3
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40 degree Celsius mark while
many parts of the city wit-
nessed overcast sky. .
According to the weather-
man, the day temperature stood
one notch above the season’s
average at 39.8 degrees, while

‘the minimum settled three

notches above normal at 28.3
degrees. /
Humidity in air oscillated
between 45 and 29 per cent.
On Sunday, the maximum
temperature had settled at 42.3
degrees while the minimum
temperature was 26.2 degrees
Celsius. HTC
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(ireen revolu
is now in the redz

To make agriculture profitable, relax or remove
land-ceiling limits and corporatise farm inputs
to keep the costs down, writes ManisH TEwarl

ravels through the Punjab hinterland is always
a learning experience for me. Recently, on a
hot May afternoon, I had a long and detailed
conversation with a group of farmers on the
rustic realities of farming today:

To understand the essence of the conver-
sation, we need to look a some data first. The average
size of a land holding in India is 1.16 hectares. This is
roughly 2.8 acres. Conventional wisdom holds that 84%
of the farmers in Punjab have a landholding of less than
five acres. Though official data puts the average size of
a landholding at 3.77 hectares in the state, this is more
a statistical sophistry than an accurate analysis of the
situation. Most farmers grow only two crops: Wheat that
is sown in November and harvested in April and rice that
is planted in June and reaped in early October.

The farmers I spoke to described the agrarian crisis
using a rough-and-ready tutorial on the economics of
farming in Jayman terms. One acre of land in a good year
yields about 20 quintals of wheat. A quintal is equal to 100
kilogrammes. In a bad year, like the current one, the yield
can go down by half or three-fourths i.e. 7-10 quintals. At

Z . aminimum support price (MSP) of X1,450 per quintal a

s

b
4
i

farmer can get about 29,000 per acre.

But we need to take into account the cost of inputs. Each
acre requires about one quintal of fertiliser that costs
about 2,000, it requires about one-and-a-half quintal of
urea (X1,000). It requires a dose of zinc (X200), three sprays
of pesticide (X1,500), seed (X800), four rounds of watering
(X800), manual harvesting (%3,000) and there are sundry
expenses like tractor and diesel of around 32,000.

So a farmer spends about X11,300 per acre considering

that electricity is free. He thus earns about 17,700 per acre

for six months of hard work that translates into 2,950
per month and if he has a plot of three acres, it comes up
to 8,850 per month. This does not take into account the
wages of an entire family of four or five persons who would

<

on

WITH IMMIGRATION BARRIERS AT THEIR
ZENITH, RECRUITMENT IN THE ARMY
DWINDLING AND EVEN TERRORISM HAVING
BEEN EXPERIMENTED WITH, ALIENATING

LAND HOLDINGS IS NO LONGER ABOUT

CHOICE BUT A COMPULSION. IF THE PRICE

be toiling ceaselessly to make these numbers a reality.
Then the agriculturists explained the economics of
the second crop. The yield of rice per acre is about 25
quintals in a good year. At an MSP of 31,400 per quintal it
translates into a figure of X35,000 per acre. With an input
cost of 13,800, which is slightly higher than wheat, the
farmer earns about 21,200 per acre for six months of
hard work that translates into 3,500 a month. Now if
he has a three-acre plot, it means 10,500 per a month for

. the whole family:

Thus in a good year, a family can earn about 19,350 a
month but if there is any unnatural occurrence it can all
go down the drain. However, if you are a contract farmer,
who has taken the land on lease and are paying to the owner
40,000 per acre annually, then your monthly income is
down to 9,500 per month for a three-acre agricultural
holding. These figures do not take into account the all-
pervasive spectre of rural indebtedness where a farmer
is on an average paying an 18% annual rate of interest to
the moneylender from cradle to cremation.

How does a farmer then sustain himself? He grows his
own vegetables, has an odd buffalo for milk, and leads a very
rudimentary existence. If there is an illness in the family

or when a marriage is supposed to take place, the farmeris

caught between a rock and a hard place. Children’s educa-
tion on such meagre earnings is a non-priority.

farmer is caught between a rock and a hard place

= How does a farmer then sustain hlmself'? He grows his own vegetables, has an odd buffalo for
milk, and leads a rudimentary existence. If there is an illness in the famlly or a marriage, the

REUTERS

What then keeps the farmer going? “Two things,”
explained one of the older men. The “notional satisfac-
tion” that the value of land is multiplying — if you are
near a city, it could be X2-3 crore an acre and if you are in
the hinterland it could be X25-30 lakh an acre. The value
is the only social security net. Coupled with that is the
insecurity over what to do if they sell the land.

- But the younger generation is not prepared to wait.
They want to monetise the land not because they want to
buy flashy cars or pay for their drug habits. The sensible
ones see that as the only head start that can give them a
better quality of life than what their parents have had.

With immigration barriers at their zenith, recruitment
in the armed forces dwindling and even terrorism having
been experimented with, alienating land holdings is no
longer about choice but a compulsion. If the price is rlght/
acquisition is not a taboo.

What is the solution? Surprisingly, the old gentleman
gave an answer that one would have expected from a kulak.
Address the structural issues beginning with relaxing or
removing land-ceiling limits altogether so that agriculture
becomes remunerative and collectivise, or corporatise farm
inputs so that input costs can come down. Some farmers
would lose out in this shake-out but farming would survive.

This is a dormant volcano in the crucible of the green
revolution with fertile soil, means of irrigation and an
open-ended MSP supported public procurement pro-
gramme to boot. The situatjon is fast evolving from the
death of farmers to the death of farming.

The dialogue left me wondering whether the concerns
of India for the vast unknown called Bharat were still
as far removed as the physical miles between Delhi and
a smouldering settlement called Dedka, tucked away in
the what was a ‘no go’ area during the height of militancy
in Punjab..

Magiish Tewari s a lawyer and a former Union minister
il The views expressed by the authar are personal
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NGT directives on Yamuna

H.Fnoimbw of waste material and dumping of debris into the river prohibited

Rs 50,00

B CCTV to be installed at various _oQEosm .
to check EESEW of debris

& Delhi government to E.ﬁ_nm_q
demarcatefloodplains

B Drains in Delhi to be cleaned; Delhi Police
special team toworkwithDDA ~ °

# Ensure conservation of existing
bio-diversity parksand wetlands :

- H No agricultural activity on banks of the
Yamuna ; !

B Principal secretaries of Haryana, Delhi,

- UP, Uttarakhand and HP to meet in order to
ensure minimum environmental flow of
river Yamunais maintained ‘

B Effluents from industry clusters in
Haryana to.come under scanner

B DPCC to ensure that all common effluent
treatment plants (CETPs) operate at
optimum capacity

- WDSIDCand other authorities to ensure

3

 fine for dumping debris on the floodplain, fine of Rs 5, 000 for
dumping other material

thatall industries n_mnrm_.wm trade mm._:mam
only in the drain

B DJB to ensure that all existing STP operate
efficiently to optimum capacity

& DJB, DDA, Revenue department to take
possession of required land on Sr_nr STPs,
within4 weeks

B All STPs shall release mE:m:ﬁ as per
standards
B DJB and DSIDC, through Eunn or other
body, tointroduce online monitoring
system at specified observation points

B DJB to provide itself with desludging
vehicles to transport sludge from septic
tanks to nearest STP

@ Desludging vehicles to have n_um to ensure
proper collection and transportation
Noillegal, unauthorised washing,
slaughtering or running of dairies is
permitted on the banks of the drains

Aboy stands on the edge of the river directly opposite the Najafgarh drain. Oinam Anand ‘
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Fresh tremors
hit Nepal, toll

in earthquake
crosses 8,000

SHIRISHBPRADHAN 5‘{ \\
KATHMANDU, MAY 10 N

FOUR FRESH tremqfsz bn Sunday jolted

- Nepal, triggering panic among the people al-

ready battered by the devastating earth-
quake and about 160 aftershocks as the death
toll crossed 8,000. )
Massive landslide and avalanche also
forced suspension of rescue works in the
popular trekking area of Langtang, where
Nepal Army’s rescue team has taken out 90
deadbodies, including nine foreigners, sofar.
According to some media reports, as
manyas 120 bodies have been pulled out and
rescuers who were searching for bodies have
moved to safe places, Lieutenant Colonel
Anup Jung Thapa said the rescue works was
disrupted due to huge piles of frequent ava-
lanchein and around the area, Lo
Meanwhile, four tremors Jjolted the
Himalayan nation on Sunday, bringing the
total number of aftershocks with 4 or more
magnitude on the Richter Scale to over 156.
A 4.2-magnitude tremor was recorded at
1.50 am with its epicentre 100 km east of
Kathmandu was followed by a4-magnitude
tremor at 2.44 am with epicentie at Udaypur
district. The third tremor was of 44-magni-
tude struck at 6.34 am with epicentre at
Sindhupalchdwk[l‘ibet; Another4.2-magni-
tude tremor struck at 3:20 pm with its epi-

centre at Kavre district, No damage due to

the tremors was reported so far. However,
they sent a fresh wave of fear and panic
among the people. .
'Meanwhile, the death toll from the April
25 earquake reached 8,019 while the number
of injured stands at 16,033, according to
Nepal Police. PTi : A
/

D

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz



Hindustan Times

News ltemlletterla\itwenal published on //5/ // 05 . @0/’) in the

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Tlmes {Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

‘Tax welcome, Delhi must do more
for the rlver that‘

METRO MATTERS

SHIVANI SINGH

Like that ‘pr;)verbial woman

- behind every successful man,
there is a river flowing by
every great city. And quite
like her, she seldom gets her
due. More than two decades
ago when Delhi stooped to
trash its lifeline, taking note

- of anews report published in
Hindustan Times, the Supreme
Court began hearing the ‘Maili’
Yamuna’ case in July 1994.

Last week — 21 years later
and after crores of rupees

- had gone down the drain —

the National Green Tribunal

.ordered that every Delhiite

pay environment compensa-

tion to be used to revive the
dead river under the “Maili se

Nirmal Yamuna Rev1tallsat10n

Project 2017”. :

This compensation — any-

thing between X100 and X500 a

month — will be proportional

to a household’s property tax

or water bill, whichever is

higher, and will be added to
the monthly utility bills. The
money thus collected will fund
Delhi Jal Board’s Yamuna
clean-up project and the cess
will be withdrawn once the
estimated cost of the project,
R3,700 crore, is met.

The tax based on the ‘pol-
luter-pay principle’ - whoever
causes pollution pays to clean
itup-isafair deal considering
most of the raw sewage flushed
out of our homes goes directly
into the river. The Yamuna in

covéring L YIS

One hopes this tax wi
make us notice the plight of the
river and demand accountabil-

ity from the government that
promised to work on deadlines.
In the last two decades, more

than X1,500 crore have been
spent on setting up 17 sewage
treatment plants thatremained
under-utilised in the absence
of pipelines to carry effluents
to these facilities.

Of the 3,800 million litre

sewage generated in Delhi -

per day, 2,800 MLD is thrown
untreated into the river. Now,
an interceptor sewer network,
worth another 4,000 crore, to
tap and transport the sewage
to the STPs, is in the works.
The Yamuna tax will fund this
project.

year.

clea.mng the Yamuna is

thermal power plants is also

choking the river. A study by

the geological department of
Delhi University found that
Rajghat and Indraprastha
power plants were releasing
7.5 tonnes of arsenic into the
Yamuna every year. Covering

- the floodplains with imperme-

able concrete structures and

construction debris has proved

to be another killer.

Most importantly, the
Yamuna is already dead when
it reaches Delhi, drained of
all its water stored upstream.
Experts say that the river
cannot be restored to bathing

.quality without releasing fresh-

water in it. For that to happen,
the water-sharing agreement

s BURMAULA/ HT

ade it possible

between Delhi, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh will need a rene-

' gotiation. Governments have

to go beyond thinking of set-

. ting up of tourist spots on the
. riverfront. It will also require

Delhi residents to ration thelr

~ water use.

But why should an average

- Delhi citizen care about the

river? Because for a city that

_ survives on borrowed water, it

is our best insurance against
water scarcity. The Yamuna —
with its vast sand aquifer that
rums 2-km wide and nearly 40
metres deep along the 48-km
stretch of the river along Delhi

-— is the biggest reserve for
ﬁeshwater the city will ever get.

In 2011, the Delhi Jal Board
found that the 97 square kilo-
metres of Yamuna floodplains
—Delhi’s largest groundwater
recharge zone — were capable

~ of providing as much as 250
o million gallons of water per
day (MGD), almost one-third

of the city’s demand. The

_study also concluded that if
 the government fails to check

the blatant encroachment on
these floodplains, it would be
equivalent to an economic loss

*of 50 crore per square kilome-

tre annually:

Back in 1913, Delhi munici-
pality fined a hefty 50 if any-
one fouled wells, tanks or the
Yamuna by washing, throwing
garbage or sewage.

Factoring in a century’s
inflation, a monthly compen-
sation of X100-500 is a small
price for turning the Yamuna
into the city’s master gutter.

It is time to give back to
the river that made Delhi
possible.

# shivanisingh@hindustantimes.com
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ted for quake o

unseen in centunes say experts

Zia Haq

u Ziahag@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: New research partly
funded by the Indian govern-
ment to forecast earthquakes has
made a grim prediction: a great
quake never seen in centuries
could strike Uttarakhand, an
area home to 10 million people.
A 700-year-old ‘fault’ beneath
the state has reached a tipping
point, an Indo-Australian team
of experts has concluded after
gruelling lab and on-site inves-
tigations, including the scouring
of three river-beds-those of the
Bhagirathi, Alaknanda and Kali.
‘Notice of an impending earth-
quake may be scary, but it isn’t
such a bad idea. Even seconds
of advanced quake warning can
reduceloss of lives, according to
the US Geological Survey.
Quakes can’t really be pre-
dicted. But by using complex

3
Covering L., YIS

'RUMBLES FROM THE PAST

A [odkf,at'five major‘e'arthquakes that havé,st‘ruck India
BIMAR 1934 | MAHARASHT
| Measuring 6.4 on Rlchter scale, the
~;quake claimed over 20,000 I|ves . o

'ASSAM, 1950

Close to 1,500 killed in
that originated in Tibet

'UTTARKASHI, 1991
The 6.1 quake ki

The 8.1-magnitude
quake with epicentre in
Nepal killed over 30,000

| GUJARAT, 2001
The 7.7 tremor killed
_over 20,000 on Republic
Day. Bhuj was worst-
. affected

‘modern science, geologists can
marry data setsfrom past quakes

with slow changes in landscape
patterns to tell where a tremor
is due.

In two related studles
published in US journals
Lithosphere and JGR, scien-
tists arrived at a seemingly

simple but common conclu-

sion. Perched precariously on
the edges of two colliding con-
tinental plates, Uttarakhand is
“primed” for a “large” tremor.

The team was funded partly
by the India’s ministry of earth
sciences, department of science
and technology as well as by
the Australia-India Strategic
Research Fund.

“Decollement beneath
Uttarakhand provides a suf-
ficiently large and coherent
fault segment capable of host-
ing a large earthquake. It is
the most prominent gap not to
have ruptured in about 500-700
years,” said one of the authors,
CP Rajendran of the Jawaharlal
Nehru Centre for Advanced
Scientific Research, Bangalore.

In geology, décollement is a
process in which some strata
become detached. “Fault” is a
gently curved fracture, while
“strike” is the direction of aline
formed by fault or other features.

It’s not just the discov-
ery of all these features that
made the team predict a large
Uttarakhand quake. It’s the long
time the fault has been taking
to rupture — about 700 years
— that makes a devastating
quake in Uttarakhand overdue,
Rajendran said.
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Technical Documentation Directorate
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi‘— 66.

| Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Cligpings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.
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Encl: As stated above.

Edi}r/B{qirath (English) & Publicity \

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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