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'Flexible approach’ t8
address water issues

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI ﬁbb
New Delhi, 11June

The new Jal Shakti (water) min-
istry will adopt a flexible
approach for tackling the water
issue and delivering on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's poll
promise of “Nal se Jal” (tap
water) using surface and
ground water, depending on
the region, and pushing for
conservation and sustainabili-
ty to balance supply.

Outlining the broad con-
tours of the strategy,
Parameswaran Iyer, drinking
water and sanitation secretary
said, “Water conservation will
go together with supply.
Delivery will be managed by
the community.”

In its 2019 mamfesto, the
BJP had promised that it would
launch the 'Jal Jivan Mission',
under which its government
would ensure piped water for
every household by 2024. The
manifesto had added that the
government would ensure
“sustainability of water supply

A

Jal Shakti Minister
G S Shekhawat

through a special focus on con-
servation of rural water bodies
and ground water recharge”.

The government held a
meeting with various state rep-
resentatives on Tuesday to dis-
cussissues around water avail-
ability and local challenges.
Speaking on the sidelines of the
meeting, Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
said, “Water is a state subject
but we will provide all the
hand-holding required to
ensure we improve our cover-
age of clean drinking water
from 18 per cent currently to
100 per cent by 2024.”
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Ambitious move -

The challenges before the Jal Shakti ministry are huge
od Jal Shakti Ministry, Gajendra

s the chosen one for the newly-mint :
f i s gecond edition of

i awat has one of the toughest jobs In the second cd)

) ASmgh s from the responsibility of rolling

8/

the Narendra Modi gov srnment, Apart
ambitious plans to provide pi ped water connections

outthe overnment’s .
o household in India by 2024, Mr Shekhawat will

— the nal sejal scheme — to every ’ ’
also have to address international and inter-state water disputes and the Namami
an the river Ganga, its tributaries and

Gange project — the flagship initiative to cle : ! :
sub-tributaries. This is in line with the BJP’s election manifesto, which promises to
address water-related issues in the country in an integrated manner.

The idea behind the creation of the ministry is salutary because it has t}_ae
potential of bringing about a transformational change. A NITI Aayog report In
2018 noted that around 600 million people in India face high-to-extreme water
stress. Around 75 per cent of the households do not have drinking water on the}r
premises, 84 per cent rural households do not get piped water, and 200,000 die
every year because of inadequate access t0 safe water. With 70 per cent of t_he
water contaminated, India holds the dubious position of 120thamong 122 countries
on the water quality index.

Around 21 cities, including New Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, and Hyderabad,
are set to run out of groundwater by 2020, affectingan estimated 100 million people.
By 2020, India will be formally categorised asa «water-stressed” country, where per

capita availability of water is less than 1,000 cubic metres. And by 2030, water

demand is expected to be twice the available supply and the country could lose up

to 6 per cent of its gross domestic product.
One of the main reasons for this crisis is that India’s river systems are suffering

badly from water scarcity. Take the example of the river Yamuna — the largest
tributary of the river Ganga in North India. The river was once described as the
lifeline of Delhi. But today, it has become one of the dirtiest rivers in the country.
According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the water quality of the Yamuna
is fit only for recreation and industrial cooling, completely ruling out the possi-
bility for underwater life. ,

Agriculture is another issue. India has 18 per cent of the world’s population
with 4 per cent of the world’s fresh water. Of this, 80 per cent is used in agriculture.
India’s farmers prefer water-guzzling crops like rice, cotton, wheat and sugarcane.
Rice, an important export crop, consumes as much as 3,500 litres of water for akilo-
gram of grain. But convincing farmers to cultivate other crops would be a tough job.

India’s annual rainfall is mostly received between July and September. In
the absence of storage procedure, lack of adequate infrastructure, and inappropriate
water management, around 20 per cent of the water is used. An exclusive water
ministry at the Centre also has to face more than just the water challenge.
Infrastructure, which is critical to the distribution of piped water, isin ashambles
in rural India. It needs to be rebuilt along modern lines. Besides, water is a state
subject, and in most states, lakes and ponds have been altered for urbanisation
and industrialisation. The water mafias, real estate lobby and even farmers will
loathe any Central intervention. The only way the Centre can intervene isthrough

ter-state rivers if Parliame slates it in the public interest.
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No Drought Alert Yet, But ©
Centre Warns of Deficit Rainfall

&PS L7142

Ritura).Tiwarli@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre has asked states to
brace for deficit rainfall this season, altho-
ugh the weather office has stuck to its fore-
cast of normal monsoon. -
The suggestion came at the'Centre’s first mee-
ting on drought management held on Tuesday.
The monsoon reached Kerala on June 8 —a
week later than usual — and has made tardy
progress since. It hasnot moved northwards for
two days. The severe heatwave in most parts of
the country, with the mercury soaring at 48 deg-
rees Celsius in Delhi and above 50 degrees in
parts of ‘Rajasthan, has heightened anxiety
over water scarcity and agricultural yield.
Officials, however, maintained that it was
too early to predict the June-September
monsoon season. The alarm bell is pressed
when there is a long dry spell during monso-
on and the soil startslosing moisture.
“Thereisnosuchalarmingsituationasthe
monsoon has just started. The India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) has forecast
normal monsoon. There are 80 days to go.

But we should be prepared if there isany de-
viation in rainfall,” said a senior agriculty-
reministry official.

He said all states are prepared with their ac-
tion plans and the Centre is also ready for any

kind of support the states would need. “The

Drought Action Contingency Plans (DACP)
for 648 districts are ready We will review the

situation every week thro-

_— ugh video conferencing. It’s
Unabated the responsibility of the sta-
heatwave tes to declare drought. The
fuels fear of Centre allocates extra funds
water and resources at the request
scarcity, of the states.”

lowerfarm The government reviews
yield the status of rainfall, soil mo-

isture, sowing acreage, reser-
voir condition, availability of fodder and pro-
gressof monsoon. “Thelatest IMD forecastsa-

“ ysthat conditions are favourable for monsoon
. to further advance. It israining heavily in Ke-

rala, Karnataka and north-eastern parts of
the country. We expect the monsoon to spon
advance over fertile lands of north and ren
tral India,” another official said.
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Monsoon

The monsoon has not made
much progress afte
arrivingin -
Keralaone "
~week late

Countrywide rainfall in 24 hours
until Tuesday morning was 53%

below average
Total rainfall ;?f? weather
sincethe ce maintains
ofth Gl that June-Sept

“ | mahsgon rain
monsoon | willbe nearly
seasonon | normal
Juneilis
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46%
below normal |

The Céntre is ready with
-drought mitigation plans,
should the need arise
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Severe heatwave
‘conditionsto

remain inmost
parts of the country

| . India's hottest
' .. place is Churuin
~ Rajasthanat

1 50. 3° Celsius

Aseverecyclone

: ""-"-_’9 is heading
£ \_ towards the
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Gujarat coast

——

' Winds gusting up

' to 135 km/hour
‘will lash the state
on Thursday

Heavy rain in coastal "
Maharashtra and Gujarat
expected inthe next 2-3 days
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Fix The Leak: Why

ater

Is A Company Matter "

TOI's Water Positive Campaign Invites Corporate Houses To Join

sfs 2641
The Movement For A Water Resilient Future o
Times News Network ‘ pren 44 st 44
~\n May 27, Uday Kotak ~ WVAP YOUR WATER FOOTPRINT iy
tweeted: “43lakhplastic  Here's a measure of how much water is 1500 res
bottlessavedperannum.  ysed up to produce everyday products : : ;e
Glass water jarsand disposable o o sttty L
paper cups in meeting rooms 6 =1Utre ooy
at Kotak Mahindra Bank Mum- 4 dad0i08
bai offices. Working to make it A 4
national”, along with a photo 150 o :
of the glass jarsand paper cups. 22 g & I 8, 4 reeTrelveritremesbreres
The measure shared byan & o ub m  uu SAALIsate Satitecit fotiitaeate
industry leader shows busi- bk ) £
nesses acknowledging, hgw~ C@ @ % i % f 31 ,,g;‘”f
ot ook anddomonstrating.  jsheet 1  Drigkiog 1a4 Iful I 1 Washing A0 CarWash
that company practices and  oftissue paper and ~ sheetof flush Plastic buckel Machine  mivute (using a
tiny tweaks inofficedrillscan  paper cup  Cooking paper bottle of  (lloadof shower pipe)
significantly impact the envi- A Water  laundry)
ronment and help conserve 5 Source: WWF
natural resources. 57L Cup 495 Milk [F E]
Not just plastic, large 1428 L Coffees ~
companies are engag- OBL Waterh) e Sugar B

ing with how they ap-
proach ‘water’, the
most precious and
threatened re-
source. From
indiscriminate
sourcing, to /g
polluting
groundwa-
ter and riv-
ers, corpo-
rate houses
have had a
free run in
use of water
for opera-
tions without
limit, and often
have flouted pollu-
tion norms, with little
regard for checksand balances.
Large MNCs have faced
community unrest at factory
sites over random sourcing,
and polluting, of groundwater,
adversely impacting the neigh-
bourhood of their factory sites,
and been taken to court.
While reducing individual
‘water footprint’ has been the
focus for conservation efforts,
community actions and NGO-
led projects have made the leap
to the corporate world, where
collectives are engaging with
companies to review water
practices: in offices, supply
chain and in their operations.
As the water crisis deep-
ened, the ‘water risk’ to busi-.
nesses sharply spiked, leading
to corporate houses seeking

e e i 0

solu-
tions to
make op-’
erations
more wa-
ter-friendly
and business
operations less
risky Australia made
water a tradable commodity in
the hope that it will be man-
aged more efficiently,

Charity CDP was founded
15 years ago as a system for
investors, corporate houses,
cities, states and regions to
manage their environmental
impacts. CDP said in its 2018
report that despite knowing the
severity of water stress, just
nine of 37 Indian companies
asked to disclose to CDP their
commitments to measure the
environmental impact of their
businesses did so.

Some years ago, the non-
profit Alliance for Water Stew-
ardship devised a measure to
gauge a company's commit-.:

mentto conservative water use -

from supply chain to end cus-

ATIMES OF INDIA INITIATIVE

Make India Water Positive

Readers, pledge to save water at

e ?__‘ & waterpositive.timesofindia.com and share your
W AT+ F\) water conservation story at:

— FB: #bewaterpositive| Twitter @bewaterpositive

POSITIVE Companies, share your water conservation story

on waterpositive.timesofindia.com to participate
in the Make India Water Positive Challenge 2019

tomer. The standard measured
a company's commitment to
"“use of water that is socially
equitable, sustainable and eco-
nomically beneficial... that in-
volves site and catchment-
based actions”,

The AWS Standard, its web-
site says, was developed
through a four-year global con-
sultation for a framework that
could be implemented at any
site, across the sector, in any
catchment globally. It is the
only framework for water users
that is compliant with guide-

change among people to make
a responsible choice of the
brands they will endorse, based
on their water-resilience. &
Just a clutch of companies
is exploring water-efficient
businesses. Ashish Bhardwaj
of AWS India said that Diageo, .
Marsand ITC have adopted the
AWS Standard in India 2014, A
Coimbatore paper and pulp
unit which has adopted the
standard awaits an audit. he *
said. First, a baseline study at
the site included the factory's
impact on the region’s water

linesforstandards systemlaid  resources such as check dams,
down by ISEAL, theglobalalll-  village ponds ete. It measured
ance for credible standard sys-  the gap between practice and

tems. This {s among the initia-
tives made the world over to-
wards what is called water
positivity: where rampant
abuse of water s replaced by
an attitudinal shift of taking
‘care’ of water,

TOI's Make India Water
Positive campaign is a stand
against wastage and misman-
agement of water. This year it
aims to bring a behavioural

fdeal water use. It was, ther-
after, for the company to adopt
practices and devise ways to
improve operations.

TOI's Water Positive cam-
paign is designed 1o motivate
oort}p&{ljes to commit to water-
positivity and announce their
status asa socially responsible
brand. The campaign has in.
vitejj brands to pledge to water
positivity on global standards,
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Partly cloudy sky, dust storm
with light showers likely today

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after the maximum
temperature in the city hit a record high
of 48 degrees Celsius at Palam, the maxi-
mum temperature on Tuesday was 44.5
degrees Celsius, five notches above nor-

mal, whiletheminimum was 30.4,twopo-

intsabovenormal.

Palam recorded a maximum
temperature of 45.4 degrees Celsius, whi-
le Ridge station was the warmest in
Delhi with 46.9 degrees Celsius. Ayana-
garreached 45.7.

Some partsof thecity witnessed rain-
fall on Tuesday morning and there are
predictions of very light rain on Wednes-
day as well.

“A partly cloudy sky is expected. Dust

storm or thunderstorm accompanied
with lightrain and gusty wind arepredic-
ted for Wednesday The maximum and
minimum temperatures will be around

Piyal Bhattacharjee

SWEATING IT OUT: palam recorded a max
temperature of 45.4 degrees Celsius

Peak power demand
surges past 6,680MW

1 sthereisnorelief fromthe scorching

"~ heat, the peak power demandin Delhi
broke all records of this season on Monday
and touched a high of 6,686 megawatt. The
peak power demand was recorded at
11.23pm on Monday, a power discom official
said. On Tuesday, the peak power demand
was 6,679 MW at 3.04pm, second highest in
the month of June, according to state load
dispatch centre (SLDC) figures. It was 6,658
MW onJune®é. pri

41and 31degreesCelsiusrespectively,” sa-
id aMet official.

Delhi’s air quality was ‘poor’ on Mon-
day with an AQI of 300.

According to SAFAR, a body under
the Union ministry, theair quality in Del-
hiisin the ‘severe’ category.

“Delhi is experiencing widespread

dustlifting from themorning, whichislo-
cally generated due to high temperatures
and asuddenrise in wind speed as part of
awesterndisturbance. However, thiscon-
dition will not last long and PM10 levels
will come down rapidly by late afternoon
as boundary layers go up and winds will
slowdown,” aSAFAR report stated.
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Piped water at every rural’
home in 5 vears, says govt

A LONG WAY TO GO

8 o of rural habitations
have access to
drinking water

STATUS OF PIPED WATER SUPPLY CONNECTIONS '
% of households with piped water supply (All-India) | 18%
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18%rural

households have

piped water supply

Dipak.Dash
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With more than

80% rural households yet to
get piped water supply, the
government on Tuesday an-
nounced to roll out a new
mission to ensure “Nal se
Jal” (water from tap) foreach
house in villages in the next
five years as promised in
BJP’s poll manifesto.

After a stock-taking
meeting with ministers and
representatives from all
states barring West Bengal,
Union Jal Shakti minister

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
said the Jal Jeevan Mission
will be launched to cover 14
crore households. The min-
ister said in the coming
yearsthere willbeadeficit of

43% between water availa- .

bility and requirement.
Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, both ground and
surface water will be used to
meet the requirement.
Union drinking water secre-
tary Parameswaran Iyer
said in villages where the
quality of water available is
good, piped water will be
sourced and supplied at vil-

lage level. In other areas
where water quality is poor,
there will be a trunk water
supply system for a cluster of
villages and piped water will
be sourced from other
villages or locality.

The communities such as
village panchayat would man-
age the operation and mainte-
nanceof thefacilitieswherev-
er feasible. Iyer, who played
key role in Swachh Bharat
Mission, said there will be
third-party verification and
funds will be released by
the government.

Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in
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Govt to states: Integrate all water”
depts like Jal Shakti Ministry &>

SHALININAIR
NEW DELHI, JUNET

TO INCREASE piped water cov-
erage from the existing low 18
per cent to 100 per cent cover-
age by 2024, the Centre has re-
quested all states toadoptanap-
proach similar to the
newly-formulated Jal Shakti
Ministry that integrates all min-
istries and bodies dealing with
water under one umbrella.

The request follows a consul-
tative meeting Tuesday between
ministers and secretaries of wa-
ter resources, drinking water and
sanitation departments of all
states (barring West Bengal
which did not attend), and Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat. .

“Since water is state subject
as per the Constitution, the pri-
mary role is that of states but
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has decided that as in the case of
ourlast government, ineven con-
stitutional subjects relating to
states, we will handhold and help
in capacity building,” he said.

“The habitation coverage of
piped water s 18 per centat pres-
ent. It is to realise our vision of
providing drinking water to every
house by 2024 that the central
government has integrated
everything under one head. We
call upon the state governments

Shekhawat
helda
meeting
Tuesday

to go for a similar integration.”

According to Shekhawat, the
provision of safe drinking water
in homes varies greatly between
states - from 99 per cent tap wa-
ter availability in Sikkim to less
than five per cent in Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand.

“For a country that has the
largest human and livestock
population, the per capita avail-
ability of water today isa third of
what it was in 1950," he said.
According to officials, 70 years
ago, water availability was 5,100
cubic meters per person peryear
which has now come down to
just 1,400 cubic meters per per-
son per year, though the popu-
Jation has trebled.

Explaining the broad con-
tours of the planned implemen-
tation, Parameswaran Iyer,
Secretary Drinking Water and
Sanitation, said that it will allow
for utilisation of both ground-
water and surface water depend-
ing on specific conditions in the
states. “It will be an approach
where water conservationwill g0
with together with supply.

Source sustainability, water
recharge, reuse of grey water (for
agriculture as well), rainwater
harvesting will all be key.”

He said that with regards t0
the service delivery part, in re-
gions with groundwater, it will
be single village schemes that
will be managed by the gram
panchayats along with the local
community. Where water
scarcity or water quality isthe s-
sue, the states will have to de-
pend on surface water and adopt
multi-village schemes.

“There will be third-party
verification and then funds will
be released -from the
Government of India,” he said.

Water Resources Secretary U
P Singh told The Indian Express
that water availability in the
country is 4,000 billion cubic
meters (bcm) but the usable to-
tal of surface and groundwater
combined is 1,137 bcm.

“Every year when rains occur,
groundwater gets replenished.
They need to extract water and
make space so that in that space
next year water can get accumu-
lated. In states such as Odisha,
Assam, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and Arunachal Pradesh water
table is good but the area under
irrigation is low. In such places,
we would like to exploit ground-
water and they need central
funding for tube wells, deep tube

. welletc,” he said.
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Govt to provide clean drinking water to all by 2024

New Delhi, June 11: The
Centre has set a target of
providing clean drinking
water to all by 2024, jal
shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said
Tuesday.

He said the government
is formulating a plan to
provide clean drinking
water to nearly 14 crore
households.

“The Prime Minister has
set a target and our party
manifesto talks about pro-
viding clean drinking
water by 2024. There are
nearly 14 crore households
where clean drinking
water is vet to reach,” Mr
Shekhawat told reporters.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, during

his poll campaign, had
promised to integrate all
ministries that look after
water-related issues into
one ministry — the jal
shakti minsitry.

The BJP had also prom-
ised to provide clean
drinking water to all
households in the country,
He said in states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal,  Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Odisha,
the coverage of clean
drinking water is less than
five per cent.

Mr Shekhawat said near-
ly 81 per cent of total habi-
tations in the country
have drinking water sup-
Ely. The minister, however,

id not respond to the

b In states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and
Odisha, the cover-
age of clean drink-
ing water is less
than five per cent.

question on when the proj-
ect will be formally
launched.

Water falls under the
state list of the
Constitution and partici-
pation of states is crucial
to make the mission of
providing clean drinking
water a success.

Mr Shekhawat held dis-

cussions with officials and
ministers from several
states looking after water-
related issues.

Addressing them, the
minister said there has to
be a holistic approach
towards water supply and
demand. He also urged the
state governments to inte-
grate water-related work
under one single depart-
ment. The minister said
there was no representa-
tion from West Bengal in
the meeting.

He said an emphasis will
also be made on water con-
servation, citing the
widening gap between
water supply and demand.

Drinking and sanitation
water secretary

Parmeswaran Iyer said
the meeting was the first
ministerial level meeting
to discuss the subject,

Elaborating on the plan,
he said states can use
groundwater or surface
water depending on the
situation in the state.

“One point, the minister
has been emphasising is
that we need a very flexi-
ble approach because one
size cannot fit all,” Mr Iyer
said,

It will be an approach
where water conservation
will go together with sup-
ply. Source sustainability
will be the key to the mis-
sion besides recharging
groundwater, he said.

—PTI



Minister doesn’t see water

shortage, calls it media hype

RICHA SHARMA @ New Dehil

WHILE nearly half of India is
facing a severe water crisis and
the delay in the onset of mon-
soon is adding to concerns, Un-
ion Jal Shakti minister G 8
Shekhawat on Tuesday didn't
appear worried.

Claiming that 91 major reser-
woirs in the country put togeth-
er have more water storage
compared to last year, he said
the Centre would take action
only after state governments de-
clare drought and seek help.

Though he got hismath right,
data put out by the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC) on June
6 shows lesser reservoir storage
in East, West, Central and
South India as compared to last
vear. Itis only in the North that
the storage is higher, lifting the
overall average, but that can't
offer solace,

Speaking at the meeting of
state ministers and secretaries
on the issue of water resources,
Shekhawat said: “The water
level storage in reservoirs is
more compared to last vear..
Water shortage in reservoirs is
ahype created by the media.”

The minister's statement
comes at a time when the Centre
on May 18 issued a drought advi-
sory to Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu ask-
ing them for mdicious use of wa-
ter: Data shows water storage
level in the South and the West
is below 20 per cent, which is
when drought advisory is is-
sued. During the meeting, many
states raised the issue of

drought looming large. Pa

J
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LOW STORAGE

Here is a look at the
storage levels in big
river water basins
asonlune b

PRESENT  LAST
STORMGE  YEAR'S
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The Centre on

May 18 Esued a
drought advisary

to Maharashtra,
bujarat, Karnataka,
Andhra, Telangana
and Tamil Nadu
asking them to
judiciously use water
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= S B S e = MOVE COMES IN WITH A VIEW TO MOBILISE REVENUE TO FINISH IRRIGATION PROJECTS

State approves policy to develop rest houses & dam sites

Dhaval Kulkarni
dhaval.kulkami@dnaindia.net

To mobilise revenues to fin-
ish work on long-pending ir-
rigation projects, the state
Cabinet, on Tuesday, ap-
proved a policy for the devel-
opment of rest houses and
dam sites owned by the state
water resources department
on a commercial basis.

The state government is
also considering raising of
funds through sources like
monetisation of surplus ir-
rigation land and sale of sand
extracted through desilting
of reservoirs to complete
over 300 pending projects at
an estimated cost of Rs 84,000
crore.

These sites with tourism
potential, include 146 rest
houses, inspection bunga-
lows, inspection huts and
colonies at irrigation project
sites. They will now be devel-
oped on a public private part-

Geographical Area (GA)

307 1akh ha

STATISTICS IN A NUTSHELL

Annual Rainfall

400 © 6,000mm

Cultivable Area (CA)

223 1akhha

(73% OF GA)

Ultimate Potential

851akh ha

(38% OF CA)

Potential created as on
June 2014

48.606 121 ha

or 21.63 % of CA

Reasons for shortfall in creation of
irrigation potential: fund paucity,
opposition of project affected
people, land acquisition, litigation,
time taken for green clearances
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nership (PPP) basis.

Officials said, it would
generate revenue for the
maintenance of these dams,
thus freeing up resources to
completing pending projects,
create employment for the
locals, and boost tourism in
these areas.

Many of these sites are
also in a poor condition due

to lack of repairs and main-
tenance.

E-tendering will be con-
ducted for sites selected in
consultation with the Maha-
rashtra Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (MTDC).
The lease will be for a period
between 10 to 30 vears and
subject to conditions like not
allowing the developer to

sub-lease the land and not
pledging it as a collateral for
loans.

Maharashtra has over
3,000 completed irrigation
projects, including 138 large
dams and 255 and 2,862 me-
dium and small irrigation
projects respectively. Of
these, many are located in
the Sahyadri and Satpuda

ranges and at picturesque
sites with great tourism po-
tential.

However, it has to com-
plete 313 ongoing irrigation
projects, which have a bal-
ance cost of Rs 84,000 crore.

“Our annual budgetary al-
location is only around Rs
8,000 crore, which along with
Central aid for projects, bare-

1y meets over 10% of our re-
quirements. Hence, we need
to look at alternate sources
of revenue,” said a senior of-
ficial from the water resourc-
es department.

“The Cabinet’s decision
will help make irrigation
projects self-sustaining by
ensuring that the money
raised through this can be
used for maintenance of
dams. This will also prevent
encroachment at these sites,
create employment and open
up state resources for the de-
velopment of ongoing pro-
jects,” he further said.

The official said the state
is also evaluating a proposal
to monetise the surplus land
of the water resources de-
partment to generate reve-
nue. In addition to that, dams
and irrigation projects will
be de-silted and the extracted
sand will be sold to farmers
and several other construc-
tion industries.
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