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CWC panel clears X55,548-cr revised
cost estimate for Polavaram project

CH RS SARMA

Visakhapatnam, February 12

The technical advisory commit-
tee of the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), late on Monday,
announced that the revised cost
estimate (RCE) of X55,548 crore
* for the mega Polavaram project
on the Godavari in Andhra Pra-
desh has been cleared.

The mega irrigation project —
often described as the lifeline of
Andhra Pradesh after bifurca-
tion — was mentioned in the AP
Re-organisation Act, 2014, as a
national project.

Now, the RCE will have to be
cleared by the Union Finance
Ministry and then the Cabinet
will have to approve it, but a ma-
jor hurdle has been crossed, ac-
cording to AP irrigation offi-

cials. On Monday, Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu sat on a
12-hour dharna and hunger
strike at the Andhra Bhavan in
New Delhi, protesting against
the alleged unjust treatment
meted out to the State by the
NDA government in the after-
math of bifurcation of AP in
2014.

The “inordinate delay in the
clearance of the revised cost es-
timate of the Polavaram pro-
ject” is also one of the bones of
contention between the State
and the Centre, after the ruling
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and
the BJP parted ways last year.

According to the AP irrigation
department officials, the cost of
the project was pegged at
%16,010.45 crore at 2010-11 rates

and the State government had
submitted a revised cost estim-
ate, taking into account cost es-
calation, but it got stuck at the
Central level.

State’s demand

The State government, which is
executing the project, is de-
manding the immediate reim-
bursement by the Centre of
%3,866.79 crore already spent on
the project. But pending clear-
ance of the revised cost estimate
and revised DPR, the Centre is
unable to release the funds, it is
said.

Of the revised cost estimate,
nearly %33,000 crore would
have to be spent on relief and re-
habilitation (R&R) package and
the rest on the dam and canals.
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- manner, in its second biennial -

updatereport(BUR)tothe United
®  NationsFramework Convention

~on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
‘The report, submitted to |

B UNFCCC in December, was

released by the envuonment '

‘ministryonTuesday.
- The report, which: con’cams'
dia’s greenhouse gasinventory

g s aﬁectmg the country, states

that theenergy sectoraccounted

¥ for73% oﬂndla’stotalemlsmons

| g in2014,estimated at2, 607 5mil
*  liontones.

- Withintheenergy sector elec

tricity production was thehigh-

‘est contributor, accounting for = |

- 42% ofemissionsfromallsectors.

‘Manufacturing industries and

- construction together emitted

18.4% oftotal emissionsfromthe

energy sector.

~ Although emlsélonsmcreased .
from2,136.8milliontonnesofCO2
equivalentin 2010, India stated

‘thatit wason track toachieving
itscommitmentstothe UNFCCC.

Indianeedsmoremoneytolimit
i thetemperaturerisetol.5degree
B ‘Celsius over pre- mdustnal lev-

els, thereportsaid.
‘ “Indiaasaresponsiblenation

ismobilising and stretching its .

domesticfinancialresourcebase

~ tomeetthedevelopmentalimper- -
_ atives ofits popu.ylaﬁon,'inalsus; &
‘tainable manner. India is on

- track to meet its Copenhagen

scommltment of reduction in
‘emissions intensity of GDP by

20-25% by 2020 with referenceto
- 20051evel... tomeetthe growing

_global challenge and tolimit the

tional financial andtechnological
support is required from the

~ developed country Paxtles 5 the .

report said.

T meet its Paris commit-

+ ments and implement NDCs,
% { India requires new and addi-

tional financial, technological |
~and capacity support, which is |
- not forthcoming.” NDC is an

NEWDELHI Indla has demanded e
“new and additional” climate- |
spemﬁcﬁnancmlresourcestoberv :
‘made available ina predictable |
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- . lEmlsswnmtensttyoflnd[asGDPfeII

and detailsofhowclimatechange

. Energy sector blggest source: of
/“emll(s.smns forests act as carbon
- sinl -

t Annual greenhouse gas emissions up
from 2,136.8 million tonnes (Mt) of
2 equxvalent in 2010 to 2 6075 Mt

21% over 2005-2014.

= Solarinstalled capacity rose about :
nine times, from 2.63 GW t0 23.28 GW

‘temperature rise to 1.5 degree.
_ Celsius by 2030, new and addi-

’—‘—fmm March 2014 to August 2018.

5 2015 t035.5% inJune 2018.

= 170 0ld thermal genera’non umts
were retired by March 2018.

201310 2439% in2017.
= More than 312 million LED buibs

bllhon ' kWh of energy

e share of electncrty from non-fos-
sil sources rose from30.5% in Man:h !

i Forest and tree cover went up from
01% of the total geograph|cal area

distributed till October2018 under
ALA programme, whlch saved 40

Suu ree:

‘Second Biennial Update Report, 2019~ *

acronym fcr natlonally deter—
‘mined contribution.

howmuchchmateﬁnancelthas
-receivedsofar.
For exaniple, between July

- 2014and June 2018, Indiareceived:
‘anindicativeallocation 0f$87.87
~ million from Global Environ-

~ment Facility (GEF), an entity
_entrusted with the financial

hich only $59.08 million has
een approved. For the period

.63million. =

““The financial ;;ledges made
by the developed countries dur-
ingtheyearlong replenishment

- processof GEF cycleareincreas-

_ ingly not being fu]ﬁ]led o the
- reportadded co

India wouldneedaround$206

| billion (at2014- 15prices)between |

2015 and 2030 for implementing
adaptationactionsinagriculture,
forestry, fisheriesinfrastructure,
waterresources,andecosystems.

Therepoﬁglvesanacée\intof

1$834billion til12030.

echanism of the UNFCC, of

om. JuJy 2018 to June 2022,

dla’smdlcatwea]locatlonhas =

been reduced by ,almost 50% or
. : m\tments undertheParisagree:

Financial requirements for

undertaking mitigation actions

areevenmore. Official estimates
indicate thatthe mitigation activ-

1 ities for moderate low carbon

developmentwouldcost around
~Altimeterdata ysis of]993
2012 reveals“that“the rate of sea

level rise over the North Indian
“Ocean is ‘comparable to global -
‘meansealevelrisetrend(3.2mm

/yr),indicating vulnerability of

. coastal populatwns as per ﬂle
‘report.

* “Indiaison hack ‘to achleve »
two ofitsthree guantitative com-

ment. Itmaybeunabletoachieve

“thethird target of creating 2.5to

3billion tonne carbon sinks. But
the good newsisatleast ourforest

~ and crop land are acting as car-
‘bonsinksalready. Theeconomy *

isgrowing, soincrease in green-
house gas emissions isnot sur-
prising. More can be doneinthe
forestry sector,” said NHRavin-
dranath,aclimatescientistatthe
IndianInstituteofScience. = -+
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AOhtrackto
meet pre-2020
climate target:

‘Harsh Vardhan

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: “India is well on
track to achieve its pre-2020
climate goal and the country
will also meet its target of in-
stalling 175 GW of renewable
energy by 2022,” said Union
environment minister Harsh

- Vardhanon Tuesday whilere-

- leasing his ministry’s brief
overview -on various initia-

| tives taken towards combat-
ing and adapting to climate
change.

Compiled as a coffee table
. book (India — Spearheading
¢ Climate Solutions), the minis-
try’s overview of its climate

actions features the govern-
! ment’s flagship schemes —
- ‘UJALA for LED lights distri-
butionand ‘UJIWALA fordis-
- tributing clean cookingstoves
'to women below poverty line -
cand the country’s leadership .
. role in setting up Internation-
“al Solar Alliance (ISA).

Besides flagging the coun-

try’s current renewable ener-

gypushandseveral other mea-
ssures under various missions,
~the minister also referred to
‘India’s second Biennial Up-
~date Report (BUR-I) on na-
< tional greenhouse gas (GHG)
- inventory - while expressing

his confidence on achieving
i climate targets by India.

The BUR-IL, submitted to
sthe UN body <on climate
£ change in December last year,
tshows thatthe country hasal-
| ready reducedits emission in-
i tensity by 21% between 2005-
2014 and is in course to meet
: both its Copenhagen and Pa-
‘ris commitments to reduce
‘ emission intensity of its GDP
' (emission per unit of GDP) by
+2020 and 2030, respectively.

- Though India’s total GHG
! emissions have increased fr-
I~om 2.136 billion tonnes of CO2
requlvalent of the GHG in 2010
c c to 2.607 billion tonnes of CO2
= 5 equlvalentof GHG in 2014, the
growth trajectory shown in
. -the BUR-II clearly puts the
~~country on track to meet its
~global climate pledges.
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L Saritasingh

'«r;:and 3800 mw‘
Cunder constructlon

Q angpmﬁs
- NHPC Wlilshort]y

@timesg’roup ,com

: NewDelhl The goverm:nent

expects a big push to hydro- (3| b]ds to award

power sector having received

¢ ‘clearances for four projects ; thnkey Contracts tO

~ worth about45,000 crore. -

- Lastweek, the projectinvest-
ment board (PIB) of finance

 NHPC’s%28,000°crore Dibang .., = .

~ projectandaproposaltoacqu- - leang Hver :
~ ire and complete Lanco Infra-

tech’s Teesta VI project worth -

~ mentofficialsaid.

. be put before the Union cabi- chalPradesh.

ministry  recommended COﬂCrete damOﬂ ‘

 lower leang valley
- nearly 35,400 crore, a govern —rict Thetrlbunalhadmthe

- ~ month of November also re-
~ NHPC bagged the 500 mw Jectedanappealflledbysom
| Teesta hydropower plantun-- alactivists against constitu- @ =

- der insolvency proceedings tion of .a three-member ex-

_ for %907 crore. The project perts commlttee to study the
" will require further invest- = 2,000-mw Lower Subansiri
. ments of about 4,500 crore Hydroelectric Projectonthe
' for completion and will now border of Assam andAruna

- 2@]9 in‘t‘he

Deccan CGhronicle
Deccan Hx_erald
The Times of india (A)

Business standard :
The Economic Times

-

build70-meterhigh

_ net for approval. NHPC has - The official said NH‘PC wﬂl

T

- 3800 mw under construction. -
“The hydropower sector Dibangriver.

~installed generation capaci- - shortly call bids to award
ty -of 7071 mw and another turnkeycontractstabuﬂd70
meter high concrete dam on

! wasalmostwrittenoff dueto NHPC last week 51gned
_ thedelaysandlanguishingof MoU with Jammu & Kash-
_theprojects. Therecentdeve-  mirfor 850 -mw Ratle hydroe-
Jopments will revive invest- “lectric project. The project
' mentsinthesector. Also,this -entails an investment of
. isthefirsttime thatagovern- 6,760 crore including inter-

‘ment entity has bid for a pro-
~ ject and bagged it in NCLT.

olvency court, NHPC, a mi- _intheproject.
niratna company with limi-

- vernmentofficial.

had in its judgment on No
vember 13-dismissed an ap

environment clearance t

‘est during construction and
-will be set up on built, opera-.
Whﬂe'bigger PSUs are ,shy “te; own and transfer model.
ing away from bidding in in- Presently, NHPC holds 51%

A joint venture was alsoslg- <

ted financial autonomy, has  ned for 624-mw Kiru hydroe-

| set precedence;” 'sald a go lectric project entailing an in-

7 ! - vestment of 34,500 crore. Pri- :

The 2,800-mw Dibang mul- me Minister Narendra Modi =
purpose project was gran- 1aid the foundation stone of 2
d pre-investment approval ‘the Klrupro]ect Jast week.

in November last year. The = The proj ject will be built by
National Green Tribunal Chenab Valley Power Pro-
_jects Pyt Ltd, a joint venture -
between NHPC, JKSPDC Litd -

| peal filed by appellant Pra- - and PTCLtd. Kiruisarun- -of-
dip Kumar Bhuyan against river scheme that will be lo-
egovernmentfor granting cated 25 km upstream of the
-390-MW Dulhasti Hydroelec~

the project. The tribunal up- - tric Projectonthe Chenab ri-

eld the envmonmental clea- ver in ,the Doda district of

oo sthon pt Loddamm Thmin.iie:
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‘water

Guv ater c1151s 4

SANJEEV SINGH BARIANA (j ;

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 12

Baanad s ooy

famine and needs
resources to tackle it, said
Governor VP Singh Badnore,
‘while addressing the opening
session of the Assembly today.

“We wish that the Centre

takes note of it and helps
before the state turns intoa

desert. The Central Ground
Water Board has declared
nearly two-thirds of the state

' area as ‘dark zone’. Punjab

proposes to set up a state
water authority to ensure bet-

ter regulahon ‘and conserva- -
_ tion of water,” Badnore said.

The Governor, in his 55-
minute address, blamed Pun-
jab’s current financial crisis on
the previous SAD-BJP govern-
ment. Healleged that financial
imprudence and = reckless
spending by the Badal govern-
ment had led the state into a
debt trap. The state had aliabil-
ity of Rs 13,039 crore as on

| March2017,hesaid.

Continuing his address, Bad-

noresaidnooneinvolvedinthe
sacrilege caseswould be spared

as the government was com-

. mitted to the Justice Ranjit

e oy

overnor gave his address in Engllsh “Wehad glven m
* writing against the Governor or the Chief Minister
i addressmg the House in Engllsh" Sxmarjlt Bams sald

Singh Com:rms&onﬁndmgs

He said the state police neu-

tralised 1,414 gangsters in the
1ast two years. “Atleast 19 ter-
rormodules have been busted,
which included 101 terrorists
and 22 foreign handlers. As

. many as 121,049 cases have
. Meanwhile, MLAs of the
SAD-BJP got up right after
the Governor started his
i “address -and raised slogans
. against the government for -
© its “failure” to address the
. ‘issue of farmer suicides. They

later walked out of the House.

_been registered ‘under the
- NDPS Actwherein 25,092 ped-
dlers were arrested and more
 than 556 kg heroinwas seized.”
: - Not. conly teachers, grievances
__ofallemployeesofthe statewere

receiving full attention of the

government, the Governor said.
He underlined the govern-
ment’s efforts in improving the
f,qualxtyof education. Atleast 1.73
]akhpre—pmnaly students were
enro]led in 12 921 séhools and

2,387 Eng]jsh medium primary

schools were started, he said.

“Atotal of 224 villages affected
with fluoride and arsenic have
been provided with safe drink-
ing water through arsenic
removal (88)and RO plants (136)

- in2018. Asmanyas4.991akh toi-

lets were constructed and 458
lakh power connections were
given in the last two years. All
167 urban local bodies are open

defecation-free,” he said.

~ Besides, 5.83]akhsmalland -

Vmargmal farmers have been

provided relief under waiver
scheme notified in 2017. Bad-
nore said all crop diversifica-
tion schemes in the state
meant nothing till the Centre

 assured procurement.
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