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Pre-monsoon showers hit _
India, but El Nino looms ™

WARNING Metofficials say current update on weather glitch is significant

ZiaHag
= 7ia hag@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Large parts of the
India received robust pre-mon-
soon showers, but that is no
sign, meteorologists say, that
the monsoon is out of harm’s
way. A brewing El Nino has got
substantially stronger, appear-
ing on radars'as fully formed for
the first time since 2010, while
alocal weather pattern that can
sap the monsoon is forming over
the Arabian Sea.

AnElNino is a weather glitch
marked by higher sea surface
temperatures. Its effects can rip-
ple around the world, from drier
conditions in India to floods in
Brazil.

The monsoon is critical as
two-thirds of Indians depend on
farm income and nearly half of
the country’s farmland doesn’t
have irrigation facilities.

Developments related to El
Nino may not be all that surpris-
ing because it has been much
talked about for a few months
now. But to meteorologists, its
current update is significant.

For the first time five years, all
parameters for an El Nino have
been reached.

“The Bureau of Meteorology's
latest update on the El Nifio—
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= Monsoon is critical as 66% of Indians depend on farming and nearly
half the country’s farmland doesn’t have irrigation facilities. HTFILE

Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
on Wednesday confirms El Nifio
thresholds have been reached
in the tropical Pacific for the
first time since March 2010,"
an update from the agency said.
This means that although 2014
was an El Nino year, it was only
weakly so.

Three of the world’s top
forecasters, the US Climate
Prediction Centre, the-Australian
Bureau of Meteorology and the
Japan Meteoroglogical Agency
now agree with one another that
El Nino thresholds have been

reached.

Along with it, a depression-
like system is taking off over the
Arabian Sea, which could result
in heavier pre-monsoon showers,
Yet, it actually could harm the
monsoon, rather than help it.

“If monsoon is to establish
itself firmly in the Indian equa-
torial region, then this kind of
a system should stop within a
few days,” a Met official said.
Neither a good *pre-monsoon”
phase nor a timely start to the
monsoon guarantees steady
rains in the months to follow.
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Annual Production Down From 265MT In 2012-'13 To 251MT

TIIMES News NETWORK

New Delhi: Last year’s defi-
cient monsoen and the spell
of unseasonal rain this Feb-
ruary-March have taken a
toll on India’s overall food-
.grain production, pushing
the total output during 2014-

15 crop year (July- June) -

down by nearly 5.5%.

The latest government
estimate, released on
Wednesday, pegged the total
foodgrain production dur-
ing 2014-15 crop year at
951.12 million tonnes (MT),
down 13.92 MT from last
year's 265.04 MT.

All farm produce except
sugarcane is expected to re-
cord a decline in pmductmn
as compared to the outputin
2013-14 crop year.

“Unseasonal rain/hail-
storm during February-
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March 2015 had significant
impacton production of Ra-
bi crops. As a result of set-
back in Kharif (last year)as
well as Rabi seasons (this
year), the productmn of
most of the crops in the
country hasdeclined during

2014-15," s__aidthem'mistryof
agriculture while releasing

the third advance estimate

data of foodgrain produc-
tion for crop year 2014-15.
Indiahadrecordedal2%
deficit in monsoon rains
during  June-September

9014. The unseasonal rain
and hailstorms this year
dealt another blow to the
agriculture sector, affecting
Rabi crops over 189.81 lakh
hectares across 14 states, As
per the latest data, the total
production of rice is esti-
mated at 102.54 MT, which is
lower by 4.11 MT than last
year’s record productmn of
106.65 MT Production of
wheat, on the other hand, is
estimated at90.78 MT which
is lower by 5.07 MT than the
output in 2013-14.

The total production of
coarse cereals, estimated at
40.42 MT, islower by 2.87MT.

‘Pogged at 17.38MT, the out-

put of pulses is lower 1.87
million tonnes.
Oilseed production is es-

. timated at 27.38 million

tones, a decrease of 5.37 mil-
lion tonnes.
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‘Times News NETWORK.

| New Delhi: It was late by two days, but the
thunderstorm that struck the city on Wednes-

3
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day was welcomed by Delhiites as it sharply
dropped the temperature. Italsogave them the
muqh—needed-t:eﬁef-{rbm thescorching heatof
thepast few days. i

Delhi recorded 2.4mm rain between
B,Bﬂaman'qiiﬁ.aopmwith.themaximumtémger-
ature coming down twodegrees below normal
to35.9degreesCelsius.

The Met officials, who had initially pre-
dicted rain for Monday and Tuesday, said the
thundersquall was a result of a western dis-
turbance over the Jammu and Kashmir and
an associated cyclonic circulation. “The WD
is quite active and has resulted in thunder-
storms in several parts of northwest India in-
cluding Himachal Pradesh, Jammuand Kash-
mir, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Rajasthan and east Uttar Pradesh. It will also
continueon Thursday,” said an official.

. The department recorded a southwesterly
squall at Safdarjung at 11.34am with a maxi-
mum wind speed of 80 kmph, There were dark
clouds by 1lam and strong winds too. And
what started asa drizzle eventually turnedin-
to heavyrain aver parts of Delhi. s

Rainfall varied across the city with Narela
recording the highest amount with 56 mm,
while areas like Mungeshpur and Pusa not re-
cording any rain. This is the third time in May
that Delhi has recorded rain. On May 2, it re-
corded 0.2 mm rain, while a trace of it wasre-
corded on May 11.

A Metofficial said spells of rain and thun-
dershowers were expected on Thursday too.
“There will be no

significant change in maxi-

Rain ends heat spell, M
predicts more showers

in some areas during the next two 48 hours.
 Squall conditions may also occur in some a

Anindya Chattopadhya;

SILVER LINING IN THE DARK CLOUD

mum temperatures over the plains of north-
west India for another two days. Thunder-

.storms.aegt:mpazﬁedw&im_squallmayocgur”at-

one or two places over Himachal P desh, Ut-
tarakhand, Punjab, Haryan Uttar
Pradesh. Dust storm may occur at one or two
placesover Rajasthan. Delhi willhaveapartly
cloudy sky that should start clearing up from
Friday. Thunderstorms with rain may occur

eastill Thufsdé&*hiai_t;thgﬁﬁﬁmal.
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720k cr to give Ganga
a new lease of life

‘Namami Gange’ To Create Jobs For Local People

SAVE RIVER MISSION

» Money fo be spent by
Centre to rejuvenate Ganga
in next five years (till 2020)

» Money is in addition to
Rs 2,037cr which was
earmarked for Ganga
cleaning in 2014 budget

RS 4,000CRORE
ALREADY SPENT ON
GANGA CLEANING BY
CENTRE (1985-2015)

MONEY TO BE
SPENT ON

» Pollution abatement
interventions like interception,
diversion and treatment of
wastewater flowing through
open drains, using bio-reme-
diation/appropriate in-situ
treatment/use of innovative

CLEAN GANGA MISSION GETS RS 20,000-CRORE BOOST

technologies

» Setting up new sewage
treatment plants (STPs) & ef-
fluent treatment plant (ETPs).
Augmentation of existing STPs

» Other immediate short-term

measures for arrestmg poIIu-
tion at exit points on river front
to prevent inflow of sewage

> Urban local bodies in 118
cities\towns to be involved
Panchayats will also be
involved in cleaning Ganga

» Five states — Uttarakhand, Uitar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand

and West Bengal - to be involved in implementation

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The govern-
ment’s efforts to clean and
protectthe Gangaon Wednes-
daygotabigfinancialboostof
Rs 20,000 crore which the
Centre will spend to rejuve-
nate the national river in the

nextfive years.
The Union Cabinet,
chaired by PM Narendra Mo-

di, approved this fund for the
government’s. flagship pro-
gramme ‘Namami Gange’
which was launched last year.

The Rs 20,000 crore is in
addition to Rs 2,037 crore
which was sanctioned by the
Modi government for Ganga
rejuvenation in its first bud-
getin July last year.

‘Namami Gange’ is an in-
tegrated Ganga conservation
mission under the National
Ganga River Basin Authority
of the ministry of water re-
sources and river develop-
ment. This programme is
aimed at integrating efforts
to clean and protect the Gan-
ga in a comprehensive man-
ner by involving states, urban
local bodies and panchayats.

Schemes under the mis-
sion are conceived in such a
way that it will involve people
living onthe banks of the Gan-
@a in its cleaning exercise and

B N e e e 5 oS St AR R

sidered a major shift from past
programmes that were based
on ‘top-down’ approach involv-
ing only central and state gov-
ernment agencies. It is expect-
ed that ‘Namami Gange’ will
alsocreatejobsforlocal people.

The approval of Rs 20,000
crore for this mission is afive-
fold increase over the central
expenditure on Ganga clean-
ing in the past 29 years. The
government had earlier in-
curred an expenditure of ap-

In an attempt to
‘bolster enforcement,
the Centre also

plans to establish a
4-battalion Ganga
Eco-Task Force,a
Territorial Army unit

proximately Rs 4,000 crore on

this task since 1986 when the

then PM Rajiv Gandhi had
launched the ‘Ganga Action
Plan’ with an initial amount of
Rs 462 crore. Though other
agencies including state gov-
ernments have alsospentmon-
ey on Ganga cleaning in the
past three decades, the central
contribution was restricted to
Rs4,000 crore over the years.
“Since the overall Ganga
cleaning schemes will need

more money, the government
w M smdean addiianal fAinde by

adopting PPP model for imple-
menting various projects in-
cluding setting up of sewage
treatment plants in cities and
towns along the river Ganga
in five states — Uttarakhand,
UP, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal,” said an official.

The programme will be
implemented by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga,and
its state counterparts like
State Programme Manage-
ment Groups. The' NMCG
will also establish field offic-
es where necessary to imple-
mentvarious schemes.

“In order to ramp up pro-
gress, the Centre willnowtake
over 100% funding of various
activities/projects under this
programme. Taking a leaf
from the unsatisfactory re-
sults of the earlier Ganga Ac-
tion Plans, the Centre also
plans to provide for operation
and maintenanceof theassets
foraminimum10-year period,
and adopt,a PPP/SPV ap-
proach for pollution hot-
spots,” said an official note on
the Cabinet decision.

“In an attempt to bolster !
enforcement, the Centre also
plans to establish a 4-battalion !
Ganga Eco-Task Force, a Terri- !
torial Army unit, apart from :
contemplating a legislation i
that aims to check pollution :
and nrotect theriver it added.
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13 AFTERSHOCKS JOLT
NEPAL, TOLLRISESTO 76

RESCUE WORKERS SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS FROIVI THE LATEST QUAKE _

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
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Blitz

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kathmandu, 13 May

Overadozen aftershocksjolt-
ed Nepal today; keeping peo-
ple on edge a day after a pow-
erful 7.3-magnitude earth-
quake killed 76 people in the
Himalayan nationthathadjust
begun to rebuild itself fol-
lowing the devastation from
the temblor less than three
weeks ago,

The fresh quake hit the
hardest in remote mountain-
ousdistrictsinnortheastof the
capital city Kathmandu, bring-
ing down buildings and trig-
geringlandslidesthatblocked
roadstoremotevillagesinsev-
eral areas. Thedeath tollfrom
yesterday's earthquake has
climbed to 76, while the num-
ber of injured reached 1,987,
according to a Nepal Police
spokesperson.

Mostof thecasualties were
reported in Dolakha district,
northeastof Kathmandu. The
tollwasexpected tofurtherrise.

Rescue workersaresearch-
ingfor survivorsfrom thelat-
estquake. Searchisalsoonfor
a US military helicopter that
was reported missing with
sixMarinesandtwoNepalese
soldiers on board while deliv-
ering aid.

Security personnel res-
cued9Nepalese, an American
man and a Korean woman
today airliftingthem through

Nepalese and !nd:an Army rescue personnel ohsenre damaged bu1|dings fc!luwmg an earthquake in Bhaktapur onthe
outskirts of Kathmandu on Wednesday. = AFP

a helicopter from Dolakha.
Police said 32 of 75 dis-
trictswere affected and several
housescollapsed duetothefiesh
gquake that was centred some
83kmseastof Kathmandunear
Mount Everest at a shallow
depth of 15 kilometres. As
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many as 13 aftershocks were
reported today, most of them
centred around Dolakha and
Sindhupalchowk, accordingto
Nepal Seismological Centre.

Yesterday's temblor was
followed by a 6.3-magnitude
aftershock 30 minuteslater A

{otal of 33 aftershocks struck
yesterday and continued into
this morning.

Thousands of fear-strick-
enpeoplespentthenightinthe
openunderplastictentsbare-
Iy shieldingthemfrom coldlast
night.
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J&K FLOODS COULD HAVE BEEN MANAGED IN BETTER WAY: PAR PANEL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 13 May

The unprecedented del-
uge in Jammu and Kash-
mir last year could have
been managed in a “more
appropriate” way, if
there had been no delay
in completing the pend-
ing works which have a
direct bearing on man-
agement of floods in the
state, a Parliamentary
Panel has said.

A report of the Stand-
ing Committee on Water
Resources tabled in Par-
liament today said, the
ministry has replied that
the disastrous floods of
Jammu and Kashmir
was due to combination
of several factors, the
primary being the low
carrying capacity of
existing Flood Spill
Channel (FSC).

With passage of time
the carrying capacity of
existing FSC diminished

from 481.45 cumec to
nearly 100 cumec.

“The Committee feel
that the floods in Jammu
& Kashmir though
unprecedented could
have been managedin a
more appropriate way
had there been no delay

in completing the pend-
ing works which have a
direct bearing on man-
agement of floods in
Jammu and Kashmir,”
the report said.

The Committee is
pained to note that the
work undertaken to

Analysing the delug

enhance the capacity
under scheme ‘Flood
threat of river

Jhelum - Urgent works’
is yet to be completed to
maintain the designed
capacity of River Jhelum
passing near Srinagar

city.

Similarly, the live stor-
age capacity of Wular
Lake, which has been
reduced due to siltation,
needs to be enhanced in
order to reduce back
water effect and absorb
more flood water, thereby
reducing the impact of
flood in its upstream
areas. The Committee,
therefore, (is) of the view
that all works including
flood spill channels
regarding flood manage-
ment in Jammu and
Kashmir and other parts
of the country should be
given top priority and a
time-bound programme
should be formulated in
consultation with the
state government to
complete the pending
works expeditiously:

The Committee also
reiterated its recommen-
dation to bring 'water' as
a subject under Concur-
rent List of the Constitu-
tion.

¥
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CABINET CLEARS ‘NAMAMI GANGE; ALLOCATES 320,000 CRORE

E

Preserve Ganga

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 1985. the states and grassroots-  and to complete internal Systems of Medicine and
New Delhi, 13 May “The Union Cabinet, level institutions such as ratification procedure, to Homoeopathy between
chaired by Narendra Modi Urban Local Bodies and enable the agreement to India and Mongolia. It
Ahead of Prime Minister today approved the flag- Panchayati Raj Institu- come into force. The also cleared the signing of
Narendra Modi's three- ship ‘Namami Gange’ pro- tions for its implementa- Agreement will be signed  a MoU between India and
nation tour of China, gramme which integrates tion,” the release said. during the PM’s South Mongolia for cooperation
South Korea and Mongo- the efforts to clean and The programme would  Korea visit. 3 in Border Guarding, Polic-
lia, the Union Cabinet protect the Ganga in a be implemented by the The Cabinet cleared the ingand Surveillance.The
today cleared a 320,000 comprehensive manner,” National Mission for inking of an MoU with MoU will strengthen bilat-
crore budget for his pet an official release said. Clean Ganga (NMCG), and  South Korea for coopera- eral cooperation in the
Ganga cleaning and pro- In 1986, then PM Rajiv its state counterpart tion in the fields of mar- field of Border Manage-
tection programme, a Gandhi had launched the organisations, that is, the itime transport and logis-  mentas both the coun-
four-fold increase over the  ‘Ganga Action Plan’, a State Programme Manage-  tics and also in the field of  tries’ borders are porous
money spent in the last z462-crore project, aiming ~ ment Groups (SPMGs)”. electric power develop- and have difficult terrain.
three decades for the at pollution abatement Pacts with S Korea; ment and new energy Pact with China: The
river’s conservation. and improving the water The Cabinet also approved industries. Cabinet cleared the sign-
The Centre incurredan  quality. an Audio-Visual Co-Pro- Pacts with Mongolia:  ingof an MoU with China
overall expenditure of “Drawing from past duction Agreement The Cabinet cleared an on cooperation in the field
approximately 74,000 lessons, the programme between India and the MoU for cooperation in of mining and mineral
crore on this task since also focuses on involving Republic of Korea (RoK) the field of Traditional sector.
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Foodgrain output dec]mes in 2014-15

VIBHA SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE I/' \ K
NEW DELHI, MAY13
Deficient monsoon in 2014,
- unseasonal rains and hail-
storms during February and
. March this year have taken
~a toll on overall foodgrain
production in the country.
As per the data released
by the Agriculture Ministry
today, India’s total estimat-
ed output during the 2014-
15 erop year is set to decline
by around 5.25 per cent,
India’s total foodgrain pro-
duction during 2014-15 crop
year (July-June period) at
251,12 million tonnes (MT) is
lower by 13.92 MT than the
last year's record foodgrain
production of 265.04 MT. For
a country which is facing the
prospect of another tough

monsoon season during the.

upcoming kharif, the figures
can be a cause for concern.
Most of the major crops,
including wheat, rice, pulses,
coarse seeds and oil seeds,
have registered a decline,
The ministry said "unsea-

sonal rains/hailstorm during
February-March 2015 had
significant impact on the

production of rabi crops. Asa

result of setback in kharif as

- well as rabi seasons, the pro-

duction of most of the crops
in the country has declined
during 2014-15". .

The total production of rice
is estimated at 102.54 MT,
lower by 4.11 MT than the
last year's record production
of 106.65 MT. Estimated at
90.78 MT, the wheat produc-
tion is less by 5.07 MT from

Unseasonal ram, poor
monsoon to blame

— k-
 Deficient monsoon in
2014, unseasonal rains

and hailstorms during
February and March this
year have taken a toll on
overall foodgrain produc-
tion in the country

B As per the data released

by the Agriculture Ministry,
India's total estimated
output during the 2014-15
crop year is set to decline
by around 5.25%

the record 95.85 MT
achieved during 2013-14.
The total production of

Coarse Cereals estimated at
40.42 MT is also lower by

2.87 MT than their produc-
tion during 2013-14. An
Pulses' production at 17.38
MT is lower by 1.87 MT
recorded last year With a
decrease of 5.37 MT over the
last year, oilseeds' produc-
tion in the country is estimat-
ed at 27.38 million tonnes.
However, with an estimat-
ed production of 356.56 MT,

the sugarcane production is

higher by 4.42 MT as com-
pared to last year. The total
production of cotton is esti-
mated at 35.32 million bales
(of 170 kg each), marginally
lower than last year but
higher by 2.85 million bales
than the average produc-
tion of past five years.

The production of jute
and mesta is estimated at
11.49 million bales (of 180
kg each) is marginally lower
than their production dur-
ing the last year.
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Less snowfall in Sutle]
basin sounds alarm+~

Buanu P Lorumn

TRIBUNE NEWE SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 13

The process of chmate
change has started impact-
ing the higher hills. If the
declining trend of snowfall
in the catchment of the
Sutlej is any indication, it
could have serious reper-
cussions on the hydropow-
er sector, irrigation and
drinking water schemes in
the catchment area.

The Sutlej is the longest
snowfed river (320 km) flow-
ing through Himachal, hav-
ing a catchment area of
20,000 sq km, and a large
number of hydro projects
have come up or are under
execution in the Sutlej basin.

As per the latest study con-
ducted by scientists of the
Mebeorologlcal Department,
the ar e snmvfa]l during
winters, (Ni)vember 1toApril
30) has been decreasing by an
appreciable 4.1 em annually
aver the past three decades.
the sn of 2.1 em was

o’fiServed 1n March-April, fol-
by 1.3 em in Novem-
ber-December and 0.7 cm in
J&um-y—February The maxi-
quantum of snow was

St
snowfall m&ﬁé ‘Sutle

The Sutlej near Shimla. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

Climate Change: Hydropower, irrigation, drinking water schemes to be hit

The revelations

#The average snowfall
during winter
(November 1 to April 30)
has been decreasing by
4.1 cm annually over the
past three decades

% The maximum decline of
2.1 cm snowfall was
observed in March-April,
1.3 cmin November-
Decemberand 0.7 cmin
January-February

®The snow season has

been commencing late by
5to 7 days per decade

‘catchment, conducted jointly

by Dr Manmohan Singh, Dr
SC Bhan, OP Singh and
Rajeev Bansal, revealed that
the decreasing tendency was
higher in the early and late
part of the season and the
snowfall in the middle part
was relatively stable.

All months are showing the
decreasing tendency, delay in
setting in and early ending of
snowfall. Further, the snow
season 'has been commenc-

mglabebyﬁto?wsw

The analysis indicated that

besides hydropower projects,

it would have a potential
adverse impact on the river
flow and agncultura]fhortl—
cultural production in
state and suggested e
sive studies before 2

s |

szonmthesnawfa]lseaégm, |

the impacts.

The trend is a cause for
concern for power produc-
ers as the Sutlej has the

highest power potential of .

about 11,000 mw and also
the highest number of oper-
ational power projects,

including, 1200 mw Kar-

cham Wangtu, 300 mw Bas-
pa, 1500 mw Nathpa Jhakri,
800 mw Kol Dam and 120
mw Bhabha project, have
come up upstream the
Bhakra Dam project. .
Besides Kol Dam, all proj-
ects are run-off-the-river
schemes with no storage
and as such the hydropower
generation will be affected
during summers, The short-
ening of snow season will
also result in a decline in

- . quantum of snow which is
- stored in high hills in the
- shape of glaciers.

The irrigation and drinking
waters schemes of all major
towns and villages in the

' catchment area are based on

the Sutlej and its tributaries
and the shortage of water
during summers. for irriga-
tion channels and drinking
water would be more acute.

The receding snowfall
will seriously impact the
apple crop as the number of
cooling days will be
reduced and snow, known
as white manure for apple,
will not be available, horti-
culture experts say.

As the 70 per cent area
under agriculture is rainfed
and mid and lower hills reel
under scorching heat in sum-
mers, the agriculture produc-
tion will be badly hit in the
event of delayed or deﬁt.‘lent
Monsoon rain,
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FARMER'S NOTEBOOK
Inculcatlng agricultural skills

In younger generatlons fi4

Students should be made aware

M.J. PRABU

An ambitious programme
called Mukulam from
CARD-Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra in Pathanamthitta dis-
trict has been inaugurated as
an educational tool to create
awareness among school
children to grow crops in
‘their school gardens as a
supplemental instruction to
_ their regular studies.

The programme, launched
in the year 2010, aims to pro-
vide a platform for students
for showeasing their talents
in nurturing nature and
building awareness of their
role in contributing to the
nation's food security.

Last two years
Upper primary, high
school and higher secondary

levels that have eco-clubs
functioning for the last two
years with 25-30 members
each and 5-10 cents of culti-
‘vable land formed the part of
the programme. The best
school is awarded a cash
price of Rs, 5000 and a roll-
ing trophy and citation.

“It was conceived mainly
to create awareness among
school children about need
for promotion of biodiversi-
ty conservation and food se-
curity. Tt provides an
atmosphere ‘that includes
hands-on  activities: and
strengthens academic, per-
sonal, and social skills,” says
Dr. C.P.Robert, Programme
Coordinator at the institute.

The institute organised a
variety of programmes such
as seminars, students meet,
quiz competition, drawing
cum painting competitions
and traditional food fest.

It also supported the par-
ticipating schools with tech-
nology training, planting
materials, seeds, organic in-
puts and garden tools, so
that echool elube put in their

.

about the nnportance of agnculture

mm The best school 1s rrwarded a cash pnce of Rs. 5000 and a
rolling trophy and citation. - PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

effort to develop a garden in
five cents of land,

“In this five-year journey
through Mukulam, we could

instil a culture of safe farming

among more than 10,000
families through 1,500 school
children from 46 schools,

who participated in this pro-

gramme, The schools’ eco
clubs
commitment towards the
cause by working in the
school garden even on holi-

days,” explains Dr. Sindhu Sa-

danandan, specialist at the

Kendra in charge of the

project.

Garden maintanence
‘Besides participating in ev-

ery activity, the school gar-

deners cultivated a variety of

vegetables, fruit crops and
medicinal garden — all grown
organically. Club members in
relay maintained the garden
and attended to the plants in
a scheduled manner before:
and after school hours.

The programme instilled a

_sense of responsibility in the

younger generation to con-
serve nature and contribute
to food security.
“Participating schools on
an averave harvested over

demonstrated their

500 kg of vegetables, part of
which was shared for school
mid-day meal purpose. Be-

sides this, the clubs also

earned Rs.10,000 from the

sales of vegetables each year
contributing to a turnover of

Rs. 4,60,000 in these five

~ years, which added_ colour to
‘the programme called earn

while learning,” says Ms.
Sadanandan.
Eco safe programme

Seeing the success of the
programme, the institute in-
troduced eco-safe sustainable
vegetable production
through ultra density porta-
ble rain shelter in the schools

in 2014,

“Portable rain sheitgr with
drip irrigation system for ul-
tra density vegetable cultiva-

tion in the schools proved to

be unique for growing safe
Vegetables from alimited area
round the year,” says Ms. S.
Leelamma, Headmistress of
N.S.S English Medium School
which bagged the first prize
and won the rolling green tro-
phy this year.

According to Mr, V. Sree-
jith; ‘a teacher, “the pro-
gramme is unique and
inspired the children to un-

derstand need for growing
healthy  food mthout
chemicals.”

The programme is one nf

" its kind with a focus on school

c?mldren to enable them to ac-

‘quire skill and knowledge in

agmculture

Made aware |

“Programmes like this can
be conducted across the sev-
eral hundreds of schools
across the country, Students
should be made aware about
the importance of agriculture
and from where they get their

food. If we fail in this most

important task, then future of
agnculture and food security
is a bog questlon says Dr.
Robert.

For 'qiefe information
please contact Dr. Sindhu Sa-
danandan on mobile:
09946090961, email: sind-
hu@kvkeard.org, CARD-
Krishi Vigyan Kendra-Patha-
namthitta District, (Farm
Science Centre, Indian Coun-
cil%of Agricultural Research
(ICAR), Kolabhagam P.O., Ti-
ruvalla (Via), Pathanamthltta
district, Kerala, phone: 0469
2662094 and 266182,
Extn-11/12, website:
wiww. kvkeard.org
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'today wamed of thunder-'l

storms, accompanied with

hailstorm or squall at isolat- -

ed places tomorrow and rain

or thundershowers at isolat- *

ed places over the next 72
hours. Meanwhile, several
parts of the state were
lashed by rains today.

- Poanta Sahib was the
wettest with 67 mm rain, fol-
lowed by Kasauli 29 mm,
Sarahan 26 mm, Aghar 22
mm,Manah?.lmm Baijnath
20 mm, Sirmaur & Bangana
17 mm each, Mehre 16 mm,
Bhoranj and Kangra 15 mm
each, Sundernagar and
Hamirpur 14 mm each, Jhan-
dutta, Jogindernagar and
Barthin 13 mm each, Palam-
pur and Seobag 12 mm each
and Sujanpur Tira, Beer and
Una 11 mm each.

The minimum tempera-
tures decreased by one to
two degrees and Keylong
was the coldest at night at
6.8°C, closely followed by
Kalpa 7.2°C, Manali 7.6°C,

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Gitls share an umbrella while walking in rain in Shimla
on Wednesday. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

Dalhousie 12°C, Bhuntar

Water level rises in

14°C, Shimla 14.4°C, Una Pandoh dam

15°C,  Solan  15.3°C, Mandi: The district admin-

Dharamsala 15.8°C, Hamir-  istration today sounded an

pur 16°C, Sundernagar alert after the water level

16.7°C, Bilaspur 17.8°C and  increased in Pandoh dam.

Nahan 21.5°C. Additional District Magis-
The maximum tempera- trate (ADM) Vivek Chandel

ture increased by three to
six degrees and Una was

the hottest in day at 34.6°C .

followed by  Kangra

said the water level in the

* Pandoh dam had increased

due to melting of snow and
the gates of the dam could

32.1°C, Nahan, Sunderna- be opened any time.

gar and Bhuntar at 31.6°C  The ADM asked people liv-
each, Dharamsala 28.2°C, ing on the banks of the Beas
Solan 26.4°C, Shimla to keep a vigil fo avoid any
24.1°C and Kalpa 21°C. - untowa;d incident.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
P - R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

-

Dated [L{ [g'/ e
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

e
U
Assistan Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (Enaglish) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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