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- the pﬂgnm town. Frequented;
. by tourists and devotees of all
hues, the roads to the pﬂgnm

. , FANI'S
¢ started resummgto an extent FU RY _
4 :chrough alternative channels, [
water and power supply w IN PURI
| “taketimeto get ﬁxed e

: T, 1 1 erdeahngmsﬂ rutensils,
- said. “Weare nowdomgadam _temple town was : i to claim the gov- ungrudgmgly admits how the
| age assessment in Puri. 3 smkmg moment. -emmen announceda351stanoe imely government relief of
. and restoration work i isin full T -5 drive between of 2.0 ‘The government‘ “cash andricz ishelping eke out
:5 swmg “The water supply SEE- : i “gave 50 kg rice on ‘the family’s expenses.

f

{ narioin urban parts of the dis- P ari s be a EES . Saturday. Today, 1

|- trictis almost normal, while80 - soothing 2V ith % z am standing in the
‘E per cent of the watersupply 3 stimat 'queue to getiz 000.
k pipelines in the rural areas is . ; £ : 7Lets see whether i
¢ runningwith; generators. While o b parcey my turn. comes or de

¢ assessment of the damage The ! Pihe dam : If not, 1 will Si

done,rehefformehotehersmll < S e

be worked out,” said Balwant e 1 ~ crops an

Singh, collector, Purl. . - damaged_ Ihave nothmg now _power oonnecn

“Since’ theday the { are glgantlc esnmated aI(lAOO oth en g | to their woes. We are pinning
ore, with 60 pet cent of the Bho T ith ourhopesonthe thYatrafor :
5 : 1ri teary eyes. Small busmess} fatumaround »Dassaid. -
“supply. Power is : ha I art. 0 ownersand roadside peddlers,
-« restored. The unavailabi f 1 of hig] ion li oo, poured outtheirpain. =
oflow. - “Ireopened my shop WO

_sion ones. Around 150,000 el daysback. There are hardly

2 tncpoles‘havebeen affectedin | -any tourist: Tam facing alot

 the district, with a third of them hardship. Even after toil- that the hotels in Puri will

ing hard on a hot and humid ‘resume servicein t.henext one

ay, 1 am yet to open my “month. The occupancy rate in

crore each day. W

s g

admunstrauon should initiate
- immediate measures. for pro- mwant of replacement.
wdlngthe necessarysemc&s atofuged e deluge of disaster,
\ the earliest; said Bisnu Prasad. though, is tempered with aspell ceount” said Biswanath hotels. in Puri is zeronow,  said
i " Sahoo, a resident of Puri. + of relief from the government. - Moharana. He sells fancy J K Mohanty, chan'man, Hotel
Tourists are no.1 s dis- Purna ChandraBhoi, clutching ‘items on the Grand Road ona : It A ocxanon of
= ah1sNauonal Food SecuntyAGt makeshlftarrangement
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] pre51dent Sharad Pawar sa1d
- today. Pawar sald he has i

: discuss the i issue wrchm next
_ fourfive days e &
~ “The present 51tuat10n is
immer than the one wit-

for thé Lok Sabha elechons :
2] ancludmg on Apn1’29

T’he EC a]lowed the relax-
f ,atlon in the Model Code of
' Conduct 1ast week. With not a
. enough  employees “Hfor = =
drought-relief - work, -the ,state govemment official said. i
Maharashtra Government The situation is nowgettm

~has deputed employees from worse with the onset of sum
otherdepartmentstooversee mer. According to farm
opening of cattle camps and ,actmst Klshore Tiwari, chair-
‘supply of tanker water to man,  Vasantrao = Nai
‘parched villages. = ‘Shetkari Swavalamban ]
“The government hasalso' swn, whlc:h deals WJth the

‘_ ~will raise the issues with the
~ Centre and state govern-
. -~ ment, he said. —PTI -
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- Punjab well onw -towards bemgades rtstate 1r125 yIs.

SAN)mzvSmGnBAmANA the draft report, prepared ; ‘uted equally even ’oo farmers ers need 10 be compensated
TSNS SRRICH - every four yga:s, Punjab’s . { for not planting paddy. There
CHANDIGARH, MAY13 - - Agriculture Secrefary Kahan ; : ; , is good reason in the demand
Punjab will be rendered a Singh Paan said the “]atest C ; rd of 2013 w 9 per cent for de-notifying long-dura-
i desert within 25 years if the declining 3 the i g tion paddy varieties. Our uni-
,explnitétion‘ of 'its under- 1 I e span 38- versxty is promoting early
‘ground water resources con-  ing by the Central Ground % 5 ; 2016), there has been an aver- maturing varieties.” -
tinues at the current rate, a ~ Water Board, are alarming. It ¢ ~age: fallof 51 cmannually Sep-  Bharti Kisan Union (Rajew- |
draft report of the Central looks as if we are staring at 3 y the National ' al) president Balbir Singh
" Ground Water Board (North-  the end of our world. Simply i wuties e  Rajewal said, “Farmers don’t
- Western region) has warned.  put,itisaredalertperiodand - “ Admini o ASA) - have away out than using the
| “Atthe currentrate of extrac-  the hooter for saving water is " underground water under
 tion, all available groundwater  blaring out of concern. B g : : ; and Indian Insti-  existing conditions. Whyis the
resources till the depth of 300 - Eminent agriculture econo- Ry, . 3 & > of technology - (ITT)  state water being given to oth- -
metres in the state willend in~ mist Dr SS Johl said, “The eren * ernop-riparian states? Unless
20-25 years,"it says, adding that  main culprit of the fa]]mg . - - : - : - Punjab was given its share of
all -available groundwater ~ water levels is the rice crog, gTict subsidy amount should be concern over nonrenewable ' water or the government facil- |

resources at a depth of 100 = Farmers got free water and ive without subsidy under  increase crore  lossin ground wateryolume. ~ itates alternative .crops by
metreswill endwithin 10years. I £ existing circumstances. But, PAU  Vice-Chancellor Dr assurmgaﬁxed price, Punjab
Conﬁnnmg the nohng in iced. At the it shy qunutgeonwatenThe : ] on 8 ;j%‘,,  will be doom ¢ i

SR




News 1tem/letter/artlcle/edltonal Published on :Z% OD p O ? in the

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Time of India (New Del 1hi)
Indian’ Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hin
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu (New Delhi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
di) ccan Herald
\/’?ﬁe Times of India

Business standard

(A)

- The Economic Times

and documented at Bhag/réi‘h {English) & Publicity Section, CWC

g Aftera spell of rainin the Capltal on Monday =SHIV. KUMAR PUSHPAKAR _

Temperamre dropsin Capltal H

after lightrain and dust storms

Thunderstorms likely till Fnday AQI to slowly unprove

STAFF REPORTER
{ NEW DELHI ? 2

' ' The Meteorological Depart
. ment has forecast that under

{the influence of a western

E'disturbanc'e, dust storm/
rain/ thundershowers and

 lightning with gusty winds at
| 40-50 kmph are likely in the

“NCR between May 13 .dnd
| May17.
I On Monday evening, sev-

" eral parts of the Capital ex- -
! perienced dust storms that - ,
.reads, “Partly cloudy sky
- with possibility of thundery
“development towards even-
The maximum .

. brought down the tempera-
{ ture in the city by several
. degrees.

“Due to cloudy conditions

_ ing/night.

;and thundershower activi-
ties,” maximum tempera-
_ tures would further fall by
 3-4 degrees Celsius. Thus,
 there is no possibility of any
“ heat wave conditions over
thunderstorms « with light
’ " one week,” the Met Depart-
‘ment said.

the region during the next

The maximum tempera

 ture recorded on Monday af-
ternoon was 40.2 degrees
Celsius and the minimum

was 25.4 degrees Celsius.
The forecast for May 14

R

* and minimum temperatures
- will settle between 38 and 25
. degree's Celsius.”.

AQI category

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air quah-
ty was recorded in the ‘very
poor’ category, but pollution
level is expected to reduce
due to thunderstorms, the

. Central government-run Sys-
tem cof Air Quality and

Weather Forecasting and Re-
search Institute (SAFAR) said
oon Monday. The air quality
index will slowly improve
but still stay in the ‘very
poor’ category, it said.

. (With PTIL mputs)
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AItlflClal laké pro]ect
tails to meet deadlines

VIKRAM SHARMA ;

| JAMMU, MAY13
After Hyderabad-based
| GVR Infra Project Ltd,

| “which was entrusted with
' the execution of the artifi--

.~ ciallake project on the Tawi,

| stopped work in February
! 2018 following financial

} crunch, the prOJect has only
| been jumping _deadlines
| without any initiative from

the executing agencies.

b
? The last deadline that it
} missed was December 2018
t and after the passage of
nearly six more months,
i nothing has been taken up
| on the project conceived to
make Jammu an “independ-
| ent tourist destination”

‘which were to make the lake

{ a fully operational venture

included protection of the

banks, development of river-

front on the pattern of Sabar-

mati, implementation -of
- flood-control action plan and
' diversion of nullahs which
i were to be takenup only after
. the barrage construction.

o

«claims to have completed
i more than 90 per cent of the

The major = components:

“While the departrhent

: Progress report

® The state government initi-

- ated the construction of the
" artificial lake prOJect in
§ 2008—09 : .

® The then Chief Mlmster
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed in
the BIP-PDP coalition

announced shelving ofthe
* project in 2015 : v

‘B Ex-Dy Chief Minister Nirmal
“Singh approached Union
“Water Resources Minister
- Uma Bharat, who promised

all help from the Centre

EThe project has already

jumped many deadlines
that include July 2013,
December 2013, March
2014, June 2015, March

A 201_6 and December 2018 -

work on:one front and the
other also nearing competi-
tion, the ground reality is
altogether different as both
barrages, hit by floods often
have been either partly

~washed away or are in a

dilapidated condition,” said

- sources in the Flood and

Irn'gatj_on Department.
. The work was launched in .

2010 and was scheduled fo-

be completed in 2013. -

Ear].ler the _prestigious
project was entangled in a
political battle when late
Chief = Minister = Mufti

- Mohammad Sayeed in (BJP-

PDP) coalition on May 15,

= 2015, had announced the

futility of the project and had

* called off its construction.

However, the BJP had put
its foot down and the then

. PHE Minister Sukhnanadan

Chaudhary had announced

‘its completion within a year,
‘but to no avail.

Vinod Gupta, Ch1ef Engl-

. neer, Irrigation and Flood

Control Department, whose
personal attendant picked
The Tribune /call, said he

. was at a meeting and would

. respond. later, but did not

- pick the phone later despite
.repeated calls.

Meanwhile, sources said
the latest about the artificial
lake was that the govern-
ment was contemp]atmg to
terminate the contract. of
GVR Infra Project Ltd and

the remaining job was

sought to be entrusted to
some new company for
which the process of tender-
ing and associated formali-
ties were to take place.
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