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Snow cover up inriver basins

G

Good forpowergenerann frunt crops, say experts |

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE A

i /\
SHIMLA, JUNE 13 \
Frequent spells of exception-
ally heavy snowfall last win-
ter has helped enhance the
area under snow cover by 25
per cent in all river basins of
as compared to previous
year in Himachal.

The latest study undertaken
by the HP State Centre on Cli-
mate Change, which is part of
the State Council for Science,
Environment and Technolo-
gy, has indicated through
satellite imagery an apprecia-
ble increase of 25.16 in the
snow cover during the 2018-
2019 winters, over the previous
year. “About one third of the
total geographical area of the
state remains under thick
snow cover during the winter
season. Most of the major
rivers such as the Chenab,
Beas, Parvati, Baspa, Spiti,
Ravi,Sutlej and their perennial
tributaries originating from
the Himalayas depend upon

€&About one third of the total geographical area
of the state remains under thick snow cover
during the winter season. Most of the rivers and
their perennial tributaries depend upon the
seasonal snow cover for their discharge

dependability. $%

RD Dhifman, ADOL CHEF SECY, EXVROWENT

the seasonal snow cover for
their discharge dependability;”
said RD Dhiman, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environment.
There has been the highest
snowfall in the month of Octo-
bermallthebasms indicating

early onset of winters.

The Ravi basin showed an
overall increase of about 411.2
per cent in October as the sur-
face area of snowhas increased
from 185.2 sq kmsin 2017-18 to
946.68 sq kms in 2018-19.
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Noshortage of water for

T4

CHANDIGARH, 13 JUNE

Rejecting the allegations of

~ water shortage in the state,

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, here on
Thursday, said surplus river

- water was being discharged

to Pakistan as a precaution-

" arymeasure to prevent flood-
" ing along the banks of Sut-

lej and Beas rivers. Also,
-water levels at Bhakra and
Pong Dams were higher than
lastyear.

The Chief Minister was .

reacting to legislator Sukh-
pal Singh Khaira's allega-

tions that canalsinthe state

would go dry as the Punjab
government was releasing
water to Pakistan. Terming the
Punjab Ekta Party leader's
charges as politically moti-
vated, the Chief Minister:
said Khaira was a chronic
attention-seeker with no

- credibility and no respect
_ for truth. : :

" The decision to release

" excess water in'a regulated

manner to Pakistan was taken

‘at the May 28 technical com-

mittee meeting as a precau-
tionary measure. The meet-
ing was attended by all part-

~ner states, said the Chief

Minister in a statement.
The meeting unanimously

~ decided to release the surplus

water and harness it for addi-
tional power generation.
Otherwise, the excess water
released through spillway
would go waste as well as

. causefloodn the areas locat-
'-e.d along Sutlej and Beas
- rivers, the committee found.

The CMridjculed Khaira

 forsmellinga hidden agen-

“crops, says Amarinder

|

da and motive in a decision
taken on technical grounds
byall partner states. Also, there .
was no shortage of water in
the state due to this dis-
charge of excess water, he said.
Stating that the water require-
ment for cotton sowing is
being fully met, the ChiefMin-
ister said water had also
been released in canals to
meet the demand for paddy
transplantation, which start-
ed onJune 13.

Contrary toKhaira's claims
of 15,000-20,000 cusecs of
water being released, the
Chief minister said for the past
24 days 8,700 cusecs a day
were being released down-

‘stream of Ferozepur head-

work's to Pakistan and the sit-
uation was being monitored

_regularly. The water release

would be controlled in the
coming days, he added.

The CM said as on June
13 the water level in Bhakra
Dam was 1,609.43 ft, which
was about 100 ft higher than
lastyear'sand 38 ft higher than
the historical high observed
on this date. At Pong Dam
and Ranjit Sagar Dam, water
levels were 46.41 ftand 38 feet,
respectively, higher thanthe
levels on June 13, 2018.

Due to heavy snow accu-
mulation and normal fore-
cast formonsoon, the inflows
wera expected to be higher
this year, the Chief Minister
said.
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Heavyrains contlnue tolashKerala’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

FHIRUVANANTHAPURAM, |

13 }»ss\iw 3"(‘ \DK

Heavyrains continued to lash
parts of Kerala, uprooting
trees and destroying houses
inseveral coastal areas, which
bore the brunt of the rough
sea, as the south west mon-
soon remained active.

According to a Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) report, Ernakulam,
- Alappuzha, Thiruvanantha-
puram and Kozhikode were
amongthe places thatreceived
good rainfall.

In its forecast, the IMD said,
“Strong winds from wester-
ly direction with speedsreach-
ing 35-45 kmph gustingto 50
kmph likely along and off
Kerala coast. Fishermen are
advised notte ventureinto the
sea.” Meanwhile, residents
of a coastal area here on

Thursday protested against the
“lackadaisical” attitude of the
authorities causing delay in
constructing the sea wall.

Minister for Water
Resources K Krishnankutty
faced the ire of residents of
Valiyathura near here, when

‘hevisited the coastal area to

take the stock of the situation.
“The sea wall is a long-

pending demand of the resi- .

dents. Nothinghasbeen done
yet. We are losing land every
rainy season. Where will we
go?” aresident lamented.
Despite assurance from
the minister that he would hold

discussions and do the need-
ful, the residents refused to
budge following which the
police had to use force to
take Krishnankutty to the car
and safety. Due to rising sea

“levels, erosion and high tidal

waves, Valiyathuraresidents .
arefacing severe destruction
with around 15 houses com-
pletely destroyed so far, offi-
cials said.

Besides, around 100 hous-
eswere damaged. Meanwhile,
the state cabinet has decid-
edtoallot Rs22.5 croretonine
coastal districts of the state,
which has been facing the
wrath of the sea.

“The fund will be allotted
toThiruvananthapuram, Kol-
lam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam,
Thrissur, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Kannur and Kasar-
god districts,” Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said in his
Facebook post.
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Odisha seeks 35,200 cr.
for cyclone relief H-1
State govt. holds meeting with NDMA

STAFF REPORTER
 BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government has
sought early release of
¥5,200 crore from the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Fund for carrying out reha-
- bilitation in areas ravaged
by Cyclone Fani.

A State government team,
led by Chief Secretary Adi-
tya Prasad Padhi, on Thurs-
day held a meeting with a
- National Disaster Manage-

ment Authority delegation
which had toured the cy-
clone-affected districts.

“We are now in the phase
_of rehabilitation. The 1,000
crore released after Prime

Minister’s announcement
has been exhausted and we
request for early release of
35,200 crore from the
NDREF,” said Mr. Padhi.

The State government
has requested the NDMA to
direct the telecom compa-

‘nies to have a definite stan-
dard operating procedure

and preparedness for deal-
ing with disaster situations
as communication and data
transfer is of crucial impor-
tance in relief work.

“The disbursement of
compensation also suffers
due to lack of data connec-
tivity,” said the Chief

~Secretary.
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IANS
SRINAGAR, 13 JUNE St
Duetoincessantrainsinthe
KashmirValley, the waters of
the Jhelum river has breached
theflood alarm level of 18 feet
onThursday, authorities said.
Unprecedented snowfallin
Sonamarg and heavy down-
pours in the south Kashmir

catchment areas of the Jhelum
have swollen mostwater bod-
ies and mountain streamsin
the valley.

Flashfloods have washed
away some bridges built over
mountain streams in Bandi-
pora and Tangmarg. The
excess water has also inun-
dated apple orchards in Bara-
mulla district.

Flash floods have washed away some bridges
built over mountain streams in Bandipora and
Tangmarg. The excess water has also inundat-
ed apple orchards in Baramulla district

The authorities said the
danger ofanimpendingflood
in Srinagar has been averted
dueoffairweather during the
last 12 houus.

The MET office has fore-
cast dry weather in the val-
ley during the next four tofive

sheep were killed whenlight-

Jhelhm riverwaterbreaches flood alarm level in Kashmir @

ning struck the meadows in
Sonamarg and Baltal on
Wednesday night. 3
"The shepherds kept the
sheep under the open sky
whenitsnowedin Baltaland
Sonamarg on Wednesday.
Snowfall was followed by
lighminginwhich the animals

~ days. Meanwhile, some 100 were killed," the police

said.




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 14.06.2019 in the Hi i i
.Uo. nd
and documented at WSE Dte, CWC. ustan Times, Delhi

(Guj escapes Cyclone Vayu,

but faces heavy rainfall

HT Correspondent
« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Cyclone Vayuchanged
its course Thursday and began
moving away from the Gujarat
coast, even as high-speed winds
and heavy rain in coastal areas
continued, officials said.

With a wind speed of up to 180
kmph, the cyclone lay 100 kms
southwest of Probandar on
Thursday evening. Accordingto
the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), the cyclone was to
hitthe Gujaratcoastintheafter-
noon. - !

Several districts of the state,
including Gir, Somnath, Juna-
garh, Porbandar and Dwarka
were affected because of the
cyclone and witnessed heavy to
extremely heavyrainfalltoSau-
rashtra and Kutch. These areas
are likely to receive heavy to
extremely heavy rainfallon Fri-
dayaswell.

The state received 4.4 mm of -

rainfall onasingledayonThurs-
day, 76% more than the 2.5 mm
average it receives in a day in
mid-June.

However, thedelayed onset of
monsoon and theslowed progres-
sionbecause of the cyclonedevel-
oping the next day means that
Gujarat still faces a long defi-
ciency of -78% when it comes to
the total rainfall it should have
received tillJune 13.

_ Thecyclonewillbemonitored

2 INOILOX

S

become

= A portion of Bhuteshwar Mahadev temple in Gujarat’s Porbandar

collapses due to Cyclone Vayu on Thursday.

ingthemovementofthecyclone.
It was to hit in the morning but
luckily for Gujarat,ithasveered
off. We get information from IMD
before any cyclone makes land-
fall. We have called back
fishermen and ensured that there
is no boat sailing in the sea. All
fishingboats off Gujaratcoastare
back in the harbor,” said DIG
Coast Guard, Igbal Singh
Chauhan to news agency ANL
State authorities have already
evacuated three lakh people
from low-lyingareas.

The low pressure system had
startedformingover theArablan
Seaon Sunday andintensifiedto
a cyclone with wind

> un £0.100 kmph on

U
|

Tuesday.

Althoughthecyclonebrought
raintostates on the western coast
—Kerala, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, Goa, and Gujarat - it halted
the progress of the monsoon.

“The cyclone will bring rains
tothe Western coasts, including
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Gujarat. Rainfall will also
continue in Kerala, where the
monsoon has already arrived.
However, the interior parts of
India will have to wait a little
longer for the monsoons, which
will resume only after cyclone
Vayufizzlesoutcompletely,” said
DrK SathiDevi,asenior scientist
atIMD.

(with agency inputs)

B ———————
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Jal Shakti Minister inspects
Namami Gange projects

By Mail Today Bureau in
New Delhi

n a day tour to Ut-

tarakhand, Union

Jal Shakti Minis-

ter Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat reviewed the on-
going Namami Gange projects
in Rishikesh and Haridwar.
The minister was shown the
working of the Sarai Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP), first
on the plant’s miniature mod-
el and later, he inspected the
plant in detail. Further on, the
officials guided him through
the operations of the plant.
He also inspected the control
room of the STP where he was
accompanied by Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, director general and
Ashok Kumar, executive di-
rector, National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG). Shek-
hawat further inspected Jag-
jeetpur STP which is slated
for completion later this year.
He also discussed the road-
map ahead for the Jagjeetpur
STP with DG, NMCG.

Under the Namami Gange
programme, NMCG has ap-
proved four projects, out of
which two projects are related
to laying of Interception and
Diversion (I&D) works and
the remaining two projects are
related to creating 82 million
litres per day (MLD) STP ca-
pacity. The STPs were award-
ed under the Hybrid Annuity
Mode (HAM) and the work is
proceeding at a fast pace. Work
on the 14 MLD STP has re-
cently been completed
and the other STP of
68 MLD is expected
to be completed
by August 2019.
Further, upgrada-
tion of the existing
27 MLD plant at
Jagjeetpur and 18

Union Jal
Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat re-

viewed the ongoing

projects in Rishikesh
and Haridwar,
Uttarakhand.

a ;

MLD plant at Sarai have also
been undertaken under the
Namami Gange programme
and these works are also ex-
pected to be completed by
August 2019. A total of T426.97
crore has been sanctioned for
these projects at Haridwar.
The Union Minister also vis-
ited the Chandi Ghat project
in Haridwar which was
inaugurated in Feb-
ruary. The river
front develop-
ment, river
protection
works, bath-
ing ghat and
cremation
ghat have
been con-

structed at a cost 0f369.18 crore
at Chandi Ghat, Haridwar.

During his visit, Shekhawat
also addressed the gathering
at Parmarth Niketan, Rishike-
sh. He asked them to conserve
water on everyday basis and
also stressed on the impor-
tance of Ganga rejuvenation
and conservation while appeal-
ing everyone to join the move-
ment and turn it into a major
‘Jan Andolan’.

Under the Namami Gange
programme, NMCG has also
sanctioned construction of 26
MLD STP in place of the ex-
isting six MLD STP capacities
with Inspection and Diversion
of seven drains. The work for
the same is under progress and

is expected to be completed by
December 2019. After comple-
tion, the total treatment capac-
ity at Rishikesh would increase
to 43 MLD. A total of 2163.2
crore has been sanctioned for
the projects at Rishikesh.

NMCG has approved I&D
and STP at Muni Ki Reti,
Dhalwala under Design Build
Operate Transfer (DBOT)
model. The project is under
progress and is expected to
be completed by December
2019. Post completion, the to-
tal sewage treatment capac-
ity of the town would increase
to 12.5 MLD from 6.2 MLD. A
total of ¥80.45 crore has been
sanctioned for the projects at
Muni Ki Reti.
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Movement to
stop water |
privatisation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR
A group of activists and
conservationists have
launched “Marching Blue”
in Rajasthan to stop privati-
sation of water, while call-
ing for steps to address the
real issues confronting the
water sector. The trust
deed for establishing the
international  organisa-
tion’s State unit was signed
here on Wednesday.
Environmentalist Rajen-
dra Singh, known as the
Waterman of India, and
Gandhian activist and Ekta
Parishad president P.V. Ra-
. jagopal have extended sup-
port to the movement to
protect water rights of peo-
ple and generate aware-
ness on conservation of
water among the local
communities. | °
' Both of them termed the
plan for privatisation . of
water “unnecessary, and
unwarranted”. ' .
M. Singh told The Hin-
du-that global policies for
privatisation of' water re-
sources and supply had led
to immense suffering
among people because of
lack ' of - accountability.
«The State governments
and political parties in In-
dia do not understand the
consequences of privatisa-
tion of water. It will ruin
the water sector,” he said.
The 'Ramon Magsaysay
Award winner said the wa-
ter privatisation model
adopted in Maharashtra
had failed because of high
costs and infringement of
public rights, '
“Marching Blue” will un-
dertake a series of ‘Jal Ya-
tras’ “in ,Rajasthan and-




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 14.06.2019 in The Indian Express, New Delhi and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Nearly 9 in 10 talukas hit by drought, 2/3rds of irrigation tanks run dry

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JUNE13

How severe is the drought in
Karnataka?

Of 176 talukas, 156 have been
listed as drought-hit following
the failure of the northeast mon-
soon between October and
December 2018. Of these, 107
talukas have been listed as hav-
ing severe drought conditions
and 49 under moderate drought
conditions by the Karnataka
State  Natural  Disaster
Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC).

The economic survey of the
state for 2018-19 has projected
“anegative growth of 4.8 percent

in the agricultural sector because of the

Nor A
Dror

PART3
Karnataka

How has rainfall been like?

Weak monsoon rainfall over the last three
years had already created drought-like condi-
tions in much of Northern Karnataka before
the weak northeast monsoon. Southern
Kamataka, which relies heavily on the south-
west monsoon, is better placed with water re-
sources.

In 2018, North Interior Karnataka
received 531.5 mm rainfall, which was
28%below the normal of 740.3 mm.

Rainfall was slightly more than
normal in South Interior Karnataka
(2%) and Coastal Karnataka (1%), ac-
cording to India Meteorological
Department (IMD)data.

Between June 1 and June 10 this
year, 18 of the 30 districts received
20% above normal rainfall, and two
districts received normal rainfall. The
remaining 10 districts have received
scanty to deficient rainfall. Varying amounts

drought situation prevailing due to of rainfall are predicted for each of these re-

scarcity of rain”,

gions this week.

How much water is stored in reservoirs?
Irrigation tanks in 11 districts — Bidar,
Kalaburagi, Raichur, Vijayapura, Yadgir,
Belagavi, Bagalkot, Koppal, Chitradurga,
Gadagand Haveri — have dried up, KSNDMC
data show. As of June 10, eight of 13 reser-
voirs are at levels lower than their average
over 15 years. 0f 3,611 minor irrigation tanks,
just 1% have water that is more than half their
capacity, 31%are at 20-50% while 68% are dry.

What measures has the government
taken to combat the situation?

The state government has created mul-
tiple Cabinet sub-committees to address the
situation. “Action has been taken to en-
sure availability of fodder for cattle and
drinking water for people. Grants have
been released to the Deputy Commissioners
under SDRF(State Drought Relief Fund) for
relief work,” Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy said recently. A grant of of Rs
300 crore has been created for zila panchay-
ats and urban local bodies for relief opera-

KARNATAKA

11 DISTRICTS (mapped) have irrigation
tanks running dry; statewide, 68% of tanks
aredry.

156 TALUKAS outof 176 eclared
drought-affected.

tions wherever these cannot be taken up
with NDRF and SDRF funds, state officials
said. Relief work involves drinking water
supply with tankers. The state has also ap-
pealed to the Centre for a grant of Rs 2,500
crore; Rs 950 crore has been allotted.

Is there a drinking water crisis in the
capital Bengaluru?

Last year, a report by the BBC listed
Bengaluru at second place, behind Sdo Paulo,
among 11 cities where per capita water sup-
ply would fall below 50 litres per day. Current
supply averages around 65 litres per capita
per day, while civic authorities aim to pro-
vide around 150 litres per day to every
household. The city requires 1,400 million
litres per day, and gets 1,250 MLD.

Better planned areas receive more water
while poorer areas on the periphery receive
only40-45 litres per day at present. Outlying
areas are entirely dependent on private wa-
ter tankers. Due to depletion of groundwa-
ter, even borewells are running dry.

Water supply to Bengaluru depends on
the Cauvery river, 100 km away, and the
monsoon. A new Cauvery water scheme
(stage five) being implemented with
Japanese funding will provide all areas reg-
ular access to drinking water, according to
the Bangalore Water Supply Board.

Is there a long-term solution to the
drinking water crisis?

One possibility is conservation of forests
like the Western Ghats, where rivers such
as the Cauvery originate, so as to mitigate
the effects of climate change. The failure to
protect the Western Ghats, and the un-
abated deforestation in the catchment of
rivers like the Cauvery, have impacted rain-
fall patterns and reduced water flows,
Professor Krishna Raj from the Centre for
Economic Studies and Policy at the
Institute for Social and Economic Change
(ISEC) wrote in a paper titled
‘Understanding India's Water Balance ina
Globalized Economy".
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18% water left in 91 major reservoirs in the country

Water levels could recede
fast with warmer summers

AnnapurnaSingh

NEW DELHI, DHNS: India may
stare at a water shortage this
summer with water levelsin
91 major reservoirs falling
to 18% of their total capacity
and the storage in most of
the west and south Indian

states dipping less than the
average of last 10 years.

The total storage capacity
of these 91 reservoirs is 161.99
billion cubic meters, while the
total water available in all the
reservoirs was 29.189 BCM as
onJune13, the Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources said on Thurs-

day. Insouthern region, which
includes Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Kerala, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu, 31 reservoirs
are being monitored by the
Central Water Commission
withatotallive storage capaci-
tyof 51.59 BCM.

The total live storage in
these reservoirs was 5.48
BCM which is 11% of total live
storage capacity of these res-
ervoirs. The storage during
corresponding period of last

yearwas 15%and average stor-
ageoflasttenyears during cor-
responding period was 15% of
live storage capacity of these
reservoirs.

“Thus, storage during cur-
rent year is less than the cor-
responding period of last year
andisalsolessthantheaverage
storage of lasttenyears during
the corresponding period,”the
ministry said in a statement.
Karnataka is among states
having lesser storage than

last year. The others included
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Chattisgarh.

The Western region, which
includes Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra, and where 27 reser-
voirsare under CWC monitor-
ing, the total live storage was
merely 3.11BCM asagainstthe
capacity of 31.26 BCM.

Thelevelscould recede fast-
erifthe monsoon is delayed or
the summer is warmer than

usual. In India, dams can store
only 200 cubic meters per per-
son of water as against 5,000
cubic meters in US and 1,000
cubic metersin China.

The data came two days
ahead of the NITI Aayog’s
Governing Council meeting,
whose major agenda is to deal
with water crisis this year. The
Union Budget, which comes
amid a drought-like condition
in many parts, is expected to
allocate more money on water.
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