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_risk. We have already expenenced a
{ number of cyclonicimpacts on the east-
‘coast but not so much on the western
{coast, thanks to better quallty forests
Gha

e

Looking at the rainfall pattern:

ﬂﬁxes and briﬁg rams at iocal, regional

bal le'vel. The’real ecosystem ser-

return water: vapour to atmosphere
intensifyingthewatercycle. :
the forests are allowed to degrade

: élong‘thefcoas‘tline,':ﬂlemoisture cycle, :

nous forests can'canyth

=

20 Okmfromthecoasﬂme

;n ﬂoods are going to be more common the Amazon forestsbnngramsatfar—off
the years to come. Sc1entlsts atthe di
ospheric Re-

has been further found that *
edby50%during thelast
g atoll on climaticimpact.
arrate an example from the

ority could take action against

(5 culprits responsxble»for illegal activities

‘ ~on conservaﬁon of urban Water-bodles
Aﬂash m econdensauen ’Iihls explams why

There is a lack of commitment to fight
climate changeand globalwarming.
(The writer is fonnerPrmCipal Chzef
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Wants response from Centre, state 0

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
refused to allow a plea by
Tamil Nadu government for
stay againsta permission
granted to Karnataka to
prepare adetailed project
report for Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir across Cauvery
river.

The top court, however,
asked the Union government
and Karnataka to file a re-
sponse within four weeks on
Tamil Nadu’s application for
restraining the upper ripari-
an state from undertaking the
exercise. .

Reply sought

A bench presided over by
Justice A M Khanwilkar also
sought a reply from the Cen-
tre and Karnataka on another
plea by Tamil Nadu for a direc-
tion to the Union government
to appoint an independent
and full-time chairman of
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Autherity, approved

INFOC

he Supree odﬁ has asked the Union

government and Karnatakato filearesponse within four
weeks on Tamil Nadu's application for restraining the upper

by the apex court on May 18
and notified by the Centre on
Junel.

During the hearing, Karna-
taka’s Advocate General Udaya
Holla contended the applica-
tion by Tamil Nadu was prema-
tureasitwasonly a permission

riparian state from undertaking the exercise to prepare the |
detailed projectreport. bHFILEPHOTO S

to prepare a detailed project
report, subject to conditions,
and the views of the co-ba-
sin states would have to be
taken.

“So it is only a detailed
project report. No final de-
cision has been taken,” the

refuses tostay K’'taka’s
R on Mekedatu project

n TN’sapplication

bench said. .

The Union government,
represented by advocate, S
Wasim A Qadri said the pro-
ject could be subject to the
orders of the apex court. He,
however, sought time to file his
response.

Senior advocate Shekhar-

Naphade, appearing for the
Tamil Nadu government, sub-
mitted if the Centre was will-
ing to give such an assurance,
it should be recorded by the
court. He said the state did not
want any fait accompli.

The court finally decided to

seekreply from the Centreand

the Karnataka governmenton
applications by Tamil Nadu as
its counsel contended the pro-
ject would violate the orders
passed by the Cauvery Water
Dispute Tribunal and the apex
court’s judgement.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment was aggrieved with the
order issued on November
22 by the Director, Project
Appraisal (South), Central
Water Commission, with re-

Business standard

- The Econemic Times
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gard to “unauthorised” Me-
kedatu balancing reservoir
project.

Besides, it filed a plea |
seeking a direction to the
Union government to ap-
point an independent person
as chairman of the Cauvery
Authority.

The Ministry of Water Re- |
sources had on July 7 issued |
orders allowing S Masood Hu-
sain, chairman of the Central
Water Commission (CWC), to
hold additional chargeashead
of the authority.

Fresh plea
The Tamil Nadu government
also filed a fresh plea before
the courtseeking contemptac-
tion against senior officers of
the Centre and the Karnataka
government for going ahead
with Mekedatu project.

On Wednesday, the top
court, however; adjourned the
hearing on the contempt plea
as it decided to examine two
other applications.
DH News Service
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Mild snow greets tourists in Shimla, Kufri, Barog

Control room set up in capital | Road to Chopal st||| closed | Coldest day in Dalhousie T-14

Buanu P LoHUMI
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, DECEMBER 13
Most parts of the state con-
tinued to reel under biting
cold wave conditions as the
temperatures stayed 4 to 10
degree below normal while
the high-altitude tribal areas
and mountain passes
groaned under the arctic
conditions with the mini-
mum temperatures ranged
between -10 and -15 degree C.
The region had a clear day
this morning but the sky
was overcast with thick

clouds as the day advanced. .

Strong-velocity icy winds
lashed the region as Shimla
and suburbs received inter-
mittent mild snow.
‘Deputy  Commissioner,
Shimla, Amit Kashyap
ordered immediate restora-
tion of essential services in
the affected areas. Roads
leading to Chopal was
still closed to traffic.

He said 10 JCBs and four
dozers had been deployed in
Chopal, Fagu, Narkanda and
Kharapathar to keep the
roads open and ensure the

+:smooth movement of vehi-
Ticles. He said SDMs had been

£

WHITE DELIGHT: A large number of tourists made a beeline for Kufri near Shimla on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

.DAGSHAI TURNS
WHITE, TRAFFIC HIT

E Solan: Various parts of
Solan district, including
Dagshai cantonment and
Barog, received snowfall,
affecting the vehicular
movement. Intermittent
rain lashed Solan, Kasauli
and other areas of the dis-
trict throughout the day.

EDriving became risky as
roads were slippery. One
could see a number of
cars lined up on roads
as drivers chose to
wait till the stretches
were cleared.

ETea vendors did a brisk busi-
ness. Elated tourists were
seen taking selfies at
Barog en route Shimla.

EThe minimum temperature
in Solan was 2 degrees C,
while the maximum
temperature hovered
around 16 degrees C.

asked to get regular updates
on roads, electricity, water
supply and essential services
from officials. The PWD and
NH authorities had deployed
their men and machinery on
various spots and the elec-

tricity supply had been
restored in most areas in the
district, he added.

A control room had been
set up in the District Emer-
gency Operation Centre,
Shimla, with the toll-free

-number 1077 for sharing the

information, the tourists
coming to Shimla could see
Shimla District facebook
page for weather updates,
especially the status of roads.

He said 44,830-litre milk

and 9,000 packets of bread
had been supplied to the city.
Kufri and Kalpa recorded 8
cm of snow followed by Kothi
6 cm, Shimla and Udaipur
Gondla ‘'3 em and Sumdoh
and Bharmour 2 cm. Moder-

ate rain occurred at a few
places and Bangana
was the wettest with 10
mm rain while Salooni
recorded 9 mm, followed
by Manali, Dharamsala
and Kheri 8 mmn.
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vﬁ JACOB KOSHY

NEW Dme g : ;
g Ina b1d to promote conser-' ;
¥ vation . of sgroundwater, the
gCentr Ground Water Auth- .
{ority: GWA) has notified a.
‘ onservation  fee

ater Authonty has

[ (WCF t :
need 0 ay on groundwater .
A startmg from 5 e v :
: : Agriculture exempted
The largest consumer
of groundwater in the

dustrles‘ extractmg ground
country wiltbe exempt

‘water, - including mining-de
| watering units and those that
ga use groundwater for pack-
| aged _drinking water, will
‘need to apply for a no-objec

tion ceruﬁcate (NOC) from
dividual

B
b
i
b
B

groundwater usinga hvery;
pipe -of a greater. than 17
' diameter, too, will need to
" jpaya WCF....

. However, the agrrculture
 sector — the largest consum-
wer iof _groundwater in the ..
. country — will be exempt
i from the fees. : £
f..74The, guldelmeswrllxcome !
into force with effect from
’ June 2019, and w111 )apply,.,,

pomt and the oL

_ter being extracte’ The 20
vernment has a ist «of
groundwater 1blocks called -
assessment blocks These=

need t0 apply or 3

G

harges but a water conser—
vation fee and will be used
for - groundwater . recharge

rexplorte :
the groundwater draft

across the counn'y N Drawmg up to. 20 cubic
2 metre consultation: with industry,
% Gnlme NOC process sy ch “fully supported” the -
nt’s assessment of

“The entire process of grant  block
. of NOC will be done online 3 I
cthrough a web-based appli-
. cation system of CGWA,” the ]
i Water . Resources - Ministry overexplorted block would
:said in the notification. “invite a daily charge in e
ki The.rates, -according 104 5

~_the need to impose charges

cubic metres a ‘day, at an

aisers who dom’t use
lectncrtxggto _extract water
‘Thave alsobeen granted ex

ino ification by the CGWA on :
E _ Wednesday, would be levied - projects ranges from X1-2 per _emption from the Tequire-
dependmg on the location of cubic metre. The WCE. apart, ment of obtaining NOCs and
- havingto pay the WCE.

E the groundwater extrachon all mdusma] as well as Tesi-

s 3 Mt v AR

Ind : trles to pay conservatlon charge :agrrculture and defence UI]ltS exempted

d‘wate xtracted by-mdu ries ands me e

“These are not. water:

aid ;‘K . Naik, -

_drawing groundwater, .
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nd
groundwater 1s mamly used

for irrigation and accounts’
. for about 228 ‘BCM (billion

cubic metre) — or about 90%
.of the annual groundwater

_extraction. Therest, 25BCM,

is drawn for drinking, dom-

¢ estic and industrial uses.

“India is the largest user of | -
rgroundwater _in the world,
_and accounts for about 25%

_ of the global water extrac-

_ tion. ‘The CGWB classifies
6,584 assessment
= countryvnde Whlle 1,034
~ units have: ‘been categonsed

units

as overexplorted 253 are

 termed as ‘critical’, 681 as
it seml-cntlca]

@d 4,520 as
‘safe’ The remaining 96 as-
" sessment units have been
clas51ﬁedas sa]me
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~KrishnaProje

‘ have a drscussmn n
Phase-III in the A
¢ nextweek :

; f:,:Budgetary scheme ,
~ The issue came up whes
vLeader of the Opposition

Kamataka Water Resources

' ‘Minister ‘D.K. Shivakumar

on Thursday said the

- %1,500-crore project to de- - a
- velop Krrshna Raja Sagar,

Mr. Shivakumar agr

en

Yeddyurappa ex-

: pressed concern in the As-
. sembly sover the govern— o
~ ment proposing to spend,;* )
. around 1,500 crore on the

- projectand wondered if that

would affect the priority be-

mg 4g1ven to complete t

TDISIleyland plan ,i,:i;; 7
affect other PI‘OJects

K SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT =
" BELAGAVI :

: 'The Mrmster sard the go

wth tlrematter :

OIlt

ongomg lrngatmn prolects
Responding to this, Mr.

_ Shivakumar said the KRS de-
- velopment plan was a bud-
_ getary scheme and not even

single paise was being
‘spent by the government.

ernment would not dis-
riminate between ‘north
and southern,,parts of the
for development

. He qsard,the govemment
‘was keen to increase the
‘height of Almattl Teservoir

_ from ‘the = present 519.6
o metres 10 524.256 metres.

However it was wartmg

for th Centre to  notify the

210 B0 ahead

- ‘But ‘the Supreme Court

B had issued a stay on not1fy
amg the award he said.
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the Centre introdu-

, 016, the BijuJana-

a Dal (BJD) Thurs osed the govern-

* mentand demanded th bereferredto a
tanding Committee for Parliament for scrutiny. In a
letter to Speaker Sumitra ahajan, BJD parliamenta-
partyleader BhartruhariMahtabsaid theissuecon-
erning the damsisastatesubject andthatthe current
i1l unlike the billof 2010 —does notreflectthespirit
of the resolutions passed by the state legislatures. He
ointed outthatthepreambleof the2010Billand that of
enew Bill differ inmany aSpeCts. OURPOLITICALBUREAU

—
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