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NMCG Officials and Partners Come
Together to Contribute to Clean Ganga Fund

New Delhi, The officials and partners of National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) came together on one platform
today, to make personal donations to the Clean Ganga Fund
on a voluntary basis. Officials from various executing agen-
cies, stakeholders and aartners with Team NMCG including
State Bank of India, Union Bank of India, Engineers India
Ltd., WAPCOS, HDEC etc contributed to the Clean Ganga
Fund at an event held at the NMCG headquarters. Director
General, NMCG, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra requested all part-
ners and stakeholders to contribute to the Clean Ganga Fund

©and become a part of this great mission to clean our national

river. He said, “To sustain this mission, public outreach is a
major strategy and therefore we seek more and more people
and corporates to contribute to the CGF and become partners
in the Clean Ganga Mission. Joining the cause is more im-
portant than the monetary contribution. Many corporates have
come forward and joined us as partners. For example HCL
has taken up afforestation in a big way and is also in the
process of setting up Rudraksh plantation in Uttarakhand in
association with INTACH, Indorama has taken up construc-
tion of ghats, etc.”

The Clean Ganga Fund was established as a Trust under the
Indian Trusts Act, duly approved by the Union Cabinet and
with the Union Finance Minister heading the Board. DG,

" NMCG acts as the CEO of the Clean Ganga Fund. Domestic

donors to the CGF are eligible for 100% income tax exemp-
tion under Scction 80 G (1) (i) of the Income Tax Act 1961.
Contributions to CGF also fall within the purview of CSR ac-
tivity as defined in Schedule V1T to the Companies Act, 2013.
Contributions to CGF are being received in its current account
with the New Delhi Main Branch of the State Bank of India.
The total fund available in CGF as on date is Rs. 269.12
crores. Out of this, projects worth Rs. 203. 91 crores have al-
ready been taken up in areas such as afforestation, treatment
of nalas through in-situ bioremediation process, redevelop-
ment of ghats and crematoria and provision of amenities. 1t
is most important to see more and more people contributing
towards Clean Ganga Fund which would bring more people
participation and ownership towards this great objective. Itis
noteworthy that contributions from individual donors is about
Rs. 10.92 crores so far. Various modes have been facilitated
now to make easy for individual contribution.

In today’s event, a total amount of Rs. 2, 65, 879/- was do-
nated to the Clean Ganga Fund. 70-80 NMCG officials along
with 30 officials from partner organizations contributed to the
fund. Collections were made through two SB1 ATM vans sta-
tioned at NMCG headquarters, four payment gateways and
through QR codes to facilitate payment through any gateway.
Donations to the Clean Ganga Fund can be made through on-
line payment gateway by logging onto www.cleanganga-
fund.com and scanning the QR code on the website,
individuals can make payments through BHIM UPI/PAYTM
app (that can be casily downloaded from Google Playstore).
Donations can also be made through Cheques/Demand Drafts
in favour of ‘Clean Ganga Fund’ A/C no. 34213740838.
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HE YEAR 2018 was full of
declarations,In the country,
some major policies and
programmes were
i launched to tackle issues
ranging fromair pollutionto plastic pol-
lution.Attheinternationallevel,too, two
majoragreements gotunderway—the
rulebooktoimplement the Paris Agree-
ment was adopted and the Kigali
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
came into effect from January 1,2019.
The agenda for 2019, therefore, is
clear-cut: we should setup the institu-
tional and regulatory framework to
implement the major programmes
announced in 2018 and fulfil our
international obligations. Here is my
list of the top 10 environmental prior-
itiesfor 2019,
= Implement the National Clear Air
Programme: The National Clean Air Pro-
grammie (NCAP), announced last week,
is the first ever national framework for
airqualitymanagementwithatarget of
20-30%reductionof PM2.5and PM10
concentration by 2024. But, NCAP has
weak legal mandate and is not sup-
ported with adequate financial and
institutional resources. Without these,
NCAP will remain one of the many top-
down programmes destined for failure.
Wemustnotallowthistohappen.So,we
must work to strengthen NCAP and
institutionalise it for effective enforce-
ment. Without strict enforcement, all
othermeasures will fail.
= Bansingle-use plastics: The pledge
tobanallsingle-use plasticsby 2022 is
the single-most important environ-
mental agenda put forth by the gov-
ernmentin2018.In2019,thisagenda
must be putintoaction.At present, dif-
ferent states have differently inter-
preted the term “single-use plastics”. A
national definition along with a com-
prehensive action plan, including the
promotion of alternatives, should be
putinplacein 2019.
= Strengthen Swachh Bharat Mis-
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WE MUST ENSURE THAT THE GOVERNANCE BLUEPRINTS UNVEILED IN 2018 TO TACKLE SOME OF
THE MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS ARE INSTITUTIONALISED FOR IMPLEMENTATION
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sion: Governments come and govern-
ments go, but certain successful pro-
grammes must continue. Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM) is one such pro-
gramme. SBM is at a crucial juncture.
Any laxity would jeopardise the gains
made in the last four years. This year,
therefore, SBM should be further
strengthened so that cities are capaci-
tated to move beyond cleanliness to
sustainable waste man-

India adopted a National Action Plan
on Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-
AMR) in April 2017 to reduce the mis-
use and overuse of antimicrobials.
NAP-AMR calls for all ministries,
departments and stakeholders con-
cerned to come together and imple-
ment theactivities outlined in the plan.
Butthe implementation has beenvery
slow so far, Most states have not yet

developed their action

agement.
= National and State
Action Plan on Climate

A national

plans.Implementation of
NAP-AMR must be a pri-
ority in 2019 as delays

Change: Under the Paris definition of would mean jeopardising
Agreement, countries ‘single-use plastics’, thelivesofmillionsinthe
have to deyelop their along with a future.

national action plans to comprehensive u Get the Forest Policy

mitigate and adapt to cli-
matechange.Ithasbeena
decade since India
adopted its National
Action Plan on Climate

action plan, should
be put in place in
2019

and Act right: The draft
National Forest Policy,
2018 (NFP-2018)needsa
serious relook as it has
failed to address the core

Change (NAPCC) :and
State Action Plan on Cli-
‘mate Change (SAPCC).The outcomehas
been mixed. While the National Solar
Mission and the National Mission for
Enhanced Energy Efficiency have done
verywell, other missions under NAPCC
have not progressed as expected. The
SAPCC has not progressed beyond doc-
umentation.Itistime we revisit NAPCC
and SAPCC and develop a comprehen-
sive framework to decarbonise our
economy and build resilience to adapt
to the changing climate.

= Implement National Action Plan
on AMR: Antibiotic resistance is
emerging as a major health threat.

‘problems  with the
forestry sector. In addi-
tion, the environment ministry has
also started the process of amending
the Indian Forest Act,1927 (IFA), the
bedrock of forestry-related regulations
inthe country. It is imperative we get
both of them right. India needs a new
forest policy and law that recognises
the role and the potential of people to
grow, manage, protect and use forests
sustainably. Thiswill create millions of
jobsias well as protect forests better.

= National River Revitalisation Plan:
Itis not only Ganga thatis polluted. All
major and minor rivers are in the grip
of pollution because of unsustainable
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withdrawal of waterand untreated dis-
posal of wastes. From Cauvery to
‘Godavari, and from Sutlej to Yamuna,
most rivers in the country need a revi-
talisation plan.Let 2019 be the year in
which we unveil the ‘National River
Revitalisation Plan’.

mBanall ClassIpesticides: Everyyear,
thousands of people die due toacciden-
tal intake of pesticides. In fact,in 2014
and 2015, one person died every 90
minutes duetoaccidentalintake of pes-
ticides.Yet,welearn of these deaths only
when a major incident takes place—for
instance, the death of devotees after
consuming pesticide-laced prasad in
Karnataka in December 2018. Highly-
toxic Class I pesticides are the biggest
culprit. Sri Lanka banned all Class I pes-
ticides in the 1990s, which has pre-
vented thousands of deaths,and hasnot
led toany negative effect onagriculture
productivity.We should learn from our
neighbours.

» Control desertification: In 2018,
more than 50 dust storms affected as
many as 16 states in northern and
western India and killed more than
500 people. They chocked cities like
Delhi for days. These dust storms are a
symptom of increasing desertification
in large parts of western and northern

JIndia. It is time we recognise this eco-

logical disaster. We must initiate an
ecological restoration programme
focusing on land management, soil
conservation and afforestation to halt
and reverse desertification.

m Strengthen Pollution Control
Boards: Pollution Control Boards (PCBs)
are ineffective, incapacitated and get-
ting archaic with every passing year.
They are not designed to manage the
pollution challenges of the 215t cen-
tury,We cannot dowithouta frontline
environment regulatoryauthority.Itis
time we reinvent PCBs and build their
capacity for effective monitoring and
enforcement. Let 2019 be a year of
implementation.
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