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“This year’s monsoon llkely fo
be ‘near normal’ at 96%: IMD

t
!

Vishwa.Mohan —!0 ’«G “helow normal” rains, the

@tlmesgroup com

have ‘near normal’ monsoon
| this year, India Meteorologi--
i cal Department said on Mon-
| dayinwhatcould beanencou-

s
i
|
!
|
¥

| raging signal to farmers and -

| theeconomyahead of sixpha-
ses of Lok Sabhapolls.

Though there is only 3%
probablhty of “near normal”

' monsoon in the first stage fo-.
recast and a 82% chance of

New Delhi: India is likely to :

prediction of “well distribu-
tedrainfall” willbringacheer
to agriculturalists as skewed
distribution—apatternsome
times linked- to = climate

change — leaves one or the

* " other region in a deficient ra-
infall(drought)situation.

IMD said-the monsoon is

likely to be 96% of average,

; d]ffermg from prlvate ‘fore

caster Skymet’s prediction of
a “belownormal” rains. “The
forecast suggests 2019’s mon-
soon is likely to be near nor-
mal. The seasonal (June to
September) rainfall is likely

P Rain forecast set to push
industrial demand, P 15

tobe96% of longperiodavera-

ge, with a model error of =+
5%,” said M Rajeevan, earth
sciences ministry secretary. -

; >COntmued on P7

El Nino hkely to per51st durmg
- monsoon season: IMD chief

> Continued from P 1 :

¥ MD fcn the first tnne_ used -
‘nearnormal’ asa category

in place of ‘normal’, with

its chief K.J Ramesh laterex- e

plaining that both the terms
(normal and near normal)
were technically the same.
The forecast percentage of
96% sitson thelineseparating
normal from belownormal.

The LPA of the seasonal
rainfall over the country as a
whole for the period 1951-2000

. s 89 cm. The monsoon is cate-

gorised as “normal” when the
‘June-September period has
rainfall in the range of,96-
104% of the LPA. On the other
hand, the seasonal rainfall is
-considered “below normal” if
it falls in the range of 90-96%

of the LPA. Asked if the exist-

~-ing El Nino phenomena will

have its impact on monsoon

this year, Ramesh said the.

- scondition waslikely to persist

~ Near normal

CATEGORY AND FOREGAST PROBABILITY

# % of long period average; (IMD for the ﬁrst time used near normal’i in place of
‘normal’ as a category in its official-release) -

during the monsoon season
‘but with reduced intensity in

-the later part of the season.
Based on El Nino conditions,

Skymet Weather had on Aprﬂ
3 predicted “below normal”

‘monsoon for 2019 by pegging’

the countrywide rainfall dur-
ingthemonsoon period (June-

-September)at93% of the LPA.

“Overall, the country is ex-
‘pected to have well distributed
-rainfall scenario during the
2019 monsoon season, Wwhich
will be beneficial to farmersin

the country during fhe ensuing
kharif (summer crops) sea-
son,” said Ramesh while em-
phasising on treating 2019 as
“normal” monsoon year for all
practical purposes ‘(including
- preparedness in the agricul-
_tureministryintermsof itsex-
tension services to farmers
across the country). The fore-
cast indicates a17% probabili-
ty of drought (deficient mon-
soon) and 32% probability of

‘belownormal’ rainfall.
Full report onwww. toz in
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crisis: Alarmed
"HC orders P[L

Losing ground .lustl 200 rainwater
harvesting units in a city of 2 crore

Delm \gnoring Mandatory Requirement Despite Depleting Resources, Reveals RTI Reply

nepowmsinae | DELHI REFUSES T0

Abhmav Garg@ttmesgroup com

New Del}u: Delhi high court
on Monday took note of deple-
ting groundwater in the capi-
taland decided toinitiate a PIL
to enforce rainwater harves-
tingnormsto conserve water.
A bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghiand Rekha Palli cited a
TOIreportof March 23, which
highlighted that Delhi is igno-
ring the mandatory require-
ments on rainwater harves-
ting despite its depleting reso-
urces, toflagtheissueasaPIL.
“This court considersitne-
cessary to-examine, firstly, the
aspect of implementation of
rainwater harvesting interms
of theregulations and guideli-
nes. Secondly; it also considers
~ it appropriate to examine the
feasibility of channelising tre-
ated sewerage water; particu-
larly in those parts of the city
where the water table is very
Jow, which would reduce de-

-

pendence on groundwaterand -

help in recharging it in such

+ areas,”the HCobserved.

It directed the registry of

thecourttoplacethe PILbefo-

re a bench led by the Chief
 Justice, -even as it made the
. three - corporations, DDA,

{ New Delhi - Municipal Coun-

cil, DJB Central Ground Wa-

i ter Authority and Union hou-
- singministryasrespondents.

Tast month TOI had high-

- lightedhow Delhiisstaringat
' agroundwater crisis as there

is hardly any enforcement of

bylaws which mandate rain-

water harvesting for estab-
lishments built on plots of
over 500 squaremetres.

As per an RTI reply, DJB
had admitted that only around
1,200 such units across the city
have actually installed sy-
stemstorouterainwatertoun-
derground resources, even
though under the Delhi Water
and Sewer (Tariff and Mete-
ring) Regulations, 2012 it s
mandatory for all establish-
ments over 500 sq m to install
rainwater harvesting systems.

"Pre-policy constructions
0on100-500sq metre areexemp-
ted, but all the new ones in
this size are reqguired to in-
stall such systems, high court
alsounderlinedin itsorder.

The bench further noted
that regulations were notifi-
ed in July 2012 which stated,
that in case a DJB consumer
fails to comply with the rain-
water harvesting rules wit-
hin prescribed timelimit, the
tariff will be increased by
1.5 times till the system is in-
stalled. “Theseregulations; it
appears have not been put in-
topractice,”the HC added.

It also observed that in
Delhi “it is a common know-
ledgethatin mostpartsof the
city, groundwater has drasti-
cally depleted over the last
few decades. Despite the en-
forcement of these regula-
tions, rainwater harvesting
has not been taken up with
theseriousnessitdeserves.”
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Mercury at
40°C, rain may
bring rellef

Times News NETWORK " &
e

New Delhi: The mercury tou-
ched 40 degrees Celsius —
‘threenotchesabovenormal —
the highest yet this season.
Previous highest this season
was 39.3 degrees Celsius re-
corded on April5.

The minimum temperatu-
reonMonday was25.5degrees
Celsius, fivedegree abovenor-
malatthistimeof theyear.

According to MeT officiv
als,there mightbe somerelief |
in the next two days. “The mi-| .
nimum might rise, but the| :
maximum temperature is ex-|
pectedto go down. On Wednes- :
day, too, rain is expected and| :
therefore, the temperature! -
will not be too high. Then,
Thursday it might go up aga-
in,” an officialsaid. ;

The MeT forecasts a gene- f
rally cloudy sky on Tuesday |
Duststormorthunderstormac- ,
companied ‘with lightning or
squall and hail is expected
along with 60-70km/ hour wind. |

“The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are expec-
ted to be 36 and 28 degrees Celsi-
us, respectively;” it stated.

Meanwhile, theair quality
was moderate on Monday as
the air guality index clocked

' 168. Accordingto SAFAR, it is

. expected to stay in the ‘mode-

rate’ level for the next two da-

N ys. The forecast for Tuesday
shows a generally cloudy sky
accompanied by dust storm
and thunderstorm. The maxi-
mum temperature is expected
to -be around 36 degrees
Celsius, while the minimum
will bearound 28 degrees.




NGT seeks report on Naini lake encroachments

NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

The National Green Tri- - §

bunal (NGT) has sought
an action taken report
from a committee against
alleged illegal construc-
tions in the catchment
area of Nainital Lake in
Uttarakhand.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel asked
the committee comprising
representatives of  the
Uttarakhand State Pollu-
tion Control Board, the
Nainital District Magis-
trate and the Secretary,
Urban Development, to
submit the report within
two months by email.

“Before we consider the
matter further, we find it
necessary to obtain a fac-
tual and an action taken
report from a joint com-
mittee...The nodal agency
for compliance and coordi-
nation will be the District

T-16
Magistrate, Na1n1tal We
may also make reference
to requiring a carrying

capacity conducted. A
copy of this order be sent
to the Uttarakhand State
Pollution Control Board,
the District Magistrate,

THREAT TO LAKE

NGO Friends, an NGO, had
approached the NGT against

“alleged illegal constructions

around the lake and claimed
that such constructions result
in landslides, reduce the lake’s
capacity and increase soil ero-
sion. It also alleged that con-
structions are beyond the car-
rying capacity of Nainital town.

Nainital, and the Secre-
tary, Urban Development
by email,” the Bench said.

The tribunal directed the
applicant, NGO Friends, to
furnish a set of papers
each to the Uttarakhand
State Pollution Control

Board, the District Magis-
trate, and the Secretary,
Urban Development, and
file an affidavit of service
within a week.

The NGO had approached
the tribunal against alleged
illegal constructions
around the lake and
claimed that such construc-
tions result in landslides,
reduce the lake’s capacity
and increase soil erosion.

It also alleged that con-
structions are beyond the
carrying capacity of Naini-
tal town and as a result of it,
the water level of the lake
has gone down and
recharge of groundwater is
also affected. — PTI
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