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4 years on, mission still unaccomplished

Only a fraction of
sewage treatment
capacity achieved

Pune,january 16
Even as an estimated 2.25 crore pil-
grims took a dip at the confluence
of the Ganga, the Yamuna and the
mythical Saraswati on the first day
of the Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj,
about 2,782 million litres per day
(MLD) of sewage continues to flow
into the Ganga as the ¥20,000-
crore sewage treatment infrastruc-
ture project under Namami Gange
is moving at a snail’s pace.

Of the 136 sewage projects
planned across eight States to cre-
ate3,252.28 MLD sewage treatment
capacity at a cost of X20,623 crore,
only 31 projects with a capacity of
just 46819 MLD have been
completed.

Sewage treatment plants

The total expenditure on com-
pleted projects is ¥3,934 crore,
which is 19 per cent of the sanc-
tioned cost. The death last October
of activist GD Agarwal, who had

An estimated 2.25 crore pilgrims took a dip at the confluence of the Ganga, the Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati on the first day of the Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj on Tuesday. About 2,782 million litres per day
of sewage continues to flow into the Ganga arp

been on a long fast seeking the
cleaningupitheganga, kickedofta
debate on the government's per-
formance in the Namami Gange
Programme.

Data from the National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) website
show that out of 136 sewage treat-
ment plant (STP) projects, 51 are

part of old projects Jaunched be-
fore May 2015 while the remaining
85 were launched after 2015. Inter-
estingly, 25 old projectsand onlysix
of the new projects had been com-
pleted as on December 31,2018.

Of the total treatment capacity
created, the shareof new projectsis

just 0.06 MLD,while that of old pro-

jects is 468.19 MLD. About 887 MLD
capacity has been created through
‘rehabilitation’ of old STPs.

The Union Cabinet approved the
programmein May2015 torejuven-
ate the Ganga byincludingof all its
tributaries under one umbrella.
Sewage infrastructure projects ac-
count for nearly half of all projects

Status of sewage infra projects under
National Mission for Clean Ganga

States . Number of ‘Projects Capacity to be ‘Capacity
‘projects* .created (MLD) . created (MLD)
Uttarakhand a3l 15 - 15665 23.96
Uttar Pradesh 43 11 -948.88 331.00
Bihar .. 3526 0 . 546,00 0
Jharkhand s2 0 HE2815150 0
West Bengal § 19 3 . -515.03 43.23
Haryana 3 2 2 GEET0.00 70.00
Dethi Epai 0 998.50 0
Himachal Pradesh . .~ 1 0. 7. FEEplad 0
Total 10136 31 _3,252.28 468.19

“Including old and new projects

and over threefourths of the ex-
penditureunder the NMCG.

Official claim
NMCG officials claim there is no
tardinessinimplementing the pro-
jects. NMCG was registered as a so-
ciety in August 2011. [t acted as the
implementation arm of the Na-
tional Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA), which was dissolved in
October 2016, when the National
Council for Rejuvenation, Protec-
tion and Management of River
Ganga was constituted.

Only after the formation of the

National Council did the NMCG get
sanctioning authority. A large
number of projects were sanc-
tioned only a year ago and since
March 2017, work is in full swing
and the projects will take two years
to showresult, the officials said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said last month: “There has been a
drop in pollution levels in the
Ganga river. As the Namami Gange
campaign is moving ahead, the tar-
get of a clean and free-flowing
Ganga is becoming clearer. Aquatic
animals, including fish, have star-
ted returning to the Ganga."
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16K villages in Maha made
‘water-neutral’: Fadnavis

Aurangabad: Through initia-
tives quch as the ]alwl\t Shivar
water conservation scheme,
the BJP-led Maharashtra

Government has made 16,000
villages free of water scarcity,
Chlef Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on Wednesday.
He was speaking at an
international conference on
micro-irrigation here.
"Micro-irrigation facili-
ties have increased three
~ times in the state," Fadnavis
said at the event which was

also attended by Union

Ministers Nitin Gadkari,
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Fiji
Agriculture Minister
Mahendra Reddy and others.

"Water is very precious
and we still have not realised
it....We don't get regular rain-
fall and micro-irrigation is
the only solution. Earlier,

two countries would fight over
water. Now such crises erupt
between districts and even
tehsils," said Fadnavis.

"The Government is
working hard on the Jalyukt
Shivar initiative and has made
16,000 villages water-neutral
(free of water scarcity). Thirty-
four lakh hectares of land is
(has been brought) under irri-
gation. Micro-irrigation facil-
ities hewe increased three
times," the Chief Minister
claimed.

"Through the Nanaji
Deshmukh Krushi Sanjivani
project, we are working on pro-
viding sustainable irrigation
in 4,000 villages,” Fadnavis
added. PTI



. 12016 (+0.720°C above the 1981-2010 aver- -
- age),2009(+0.560°C), 2017 (+0.550°C), 2010

i

* therecent past fifteen years (2004-18).

- more extreme weather events,” he said.

~ Meteorological Organisation had said the

|

- “more extreme weatherevents. = . |

a

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)
IndianfExpres

Tribtine

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Kesharl (Hindi)
TheHindu {(New Delhi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)-_

&ol‘t

.. inthe

Deccari Chifonicle
Deccan Herald
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times

and doculﬁeﬂted at Bhagirath {English) & Publicity Seciion, CWC
SiMPLY PUT ;

'SOWMIYA ASHOK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 16

INAstatement issued Wednesday, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said 2018 .

‘was the sixth warmest yearonrecord, with | -

the average temperature over India being
signiﬁcantly above normal”. Experts say the
-increase in temperatures is likely tolead to

. Thefive warmest years on record (nation-
w:de records began in 1901 ) were, in order:

(+0.540°C), 2015 (+0.420°C). The IMD said
that 11 of the 15 warmest years were during -

‘Part of global warming trend
The trends of recent years are part of the
“global warming” trend, Ministry of Earth
Sciences Secretary M Rajeevan told The -
Indian Express. “The rate of increase of tem-
peratures over India isalmost similar to the
globalaverage. With the increase intemper-
atures, we expect to experience more and

During 2018, the IMD said the annual |
. mean surface air temperature averaged over
the country was +0.410°C above the 1981- -
 2010average. However, thiswas "subsmnnally &
- lower” than the highest warming observed
over India in 2016, which was +0.720°C, '

In November 2018, the World

LIVES LOST TD EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS, 2018,
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“long-term warming trend” had continued
/in 2018, “The 20 warmest years,on record
- have beenin the past 22 years, with the top -
fourm the past fouryears 2

Both day, night getting warmer

The IMD said Wednesday that the win-  «
ter and pre-monsoon seasons, Wwithan

. anomaly of +0.590°C and +0,550°C respec-

trvely, “mainlycontributed tothis warming”
- seenin2018."*Mean temperature duting the
‘monsoon and post-monsoon seasons (with
-anomaly of +0.260°C, and +0.310°C respec-
tively)were also above normal,” it noted.
. Broadly,Rajeevan said, “Temperaturesare.
“increasing durmg both day and night time,
- Heat waves are mcreasmg in frequency as
* well as magnitude.” As a consequence, “ex-
. treme rainfall and rainstorms which can
« cause floods are mm‘easmg Dry spell dura-
tionisalsoincreasing”.
‘According to the IMD, the country-aver-

- season (March-May, +0.550°C) was the sev-
» monthly temperatures were warmer than
. the country, except December with mean

~ temperatures exceeding normal by around
+/10°Cduring February.and March, the IMD said.

xaged season mean temperatures were also

“above average” during all four seasons with

- winter (January-February,+0.590°C) being the

fifth warmest since 1901 The pre-monsoon
enth warmest ever since 1901. The mean

normal during all months of the year across

Extreme weatherevents
. Apart from the six cyclonic storms that
formed over the northern Indian Ocean, -
ndia e)(penenced “high impact weather”

“events, the IMD said. These were extremely
 heavy rainfall, heat and cold waves, snow-

fall, thunderstorms, dust storms, hghmmg

and floods. “Uttar Pradesh was the mostad-
versely affected state during the year which

reported near 600 deaths dueto cold wave:
thunderstorm, dust storm, lightning and
floods. Flood and heavy rainrelated incidents

reportedly claimed over 800 lives from dif- -

ferent parts of the country (viz..
-northern/northeastern, central & peninsu-

. lar parts) during pre-monsoon, monsoon & -

st-monsoon seasons,” the IMD said.

The IMD clarified, however, that the ca- )

sualties mentioned in its statement wer

: based onmediaand government reportsand
“same could not be authenticated” fromap- .

_propriate authorities. . .
_The IMD also pointed to hrgh velocrty

- duststorms and thunderstorms seen i
_ North India in April and May last year and -
then, later in June-July. “Thunderstorm was |

another major event of the year over the
‘northeastern parts of the country which re-
portedly claimed 166 lives from Uttar |

Pradesh (April-May)and 75 from Jharkhan

‘ 2018 was the srxth warmest year on record aresult of the global warmmgtrend A look at temperature
and rainfall last year and a senes of extreme weather events that have trrggered concern about the future

l-Uune—ju]y). Dust stdrm claimed over 150

lives from Uttar Pradesh (92 lives, 2-6 May)
and adjommg parts of Rajasthan (68 Lives,

- April-May)," it said.

- Rajeevan speqﬂca]ly m)derlmedtwo ex-
treme weather events: the Kerala floods in
Augustand the thunderstorm activity over
the northern states in May-June of 2018.

“Kerala floods were due to unusually heavy

ains and are very rare over Kerala, which is
ot conventronally flood prone. The thun-

ver the northern Indian Ocean, of which
‘three formed over the Arabian Sea and did
ot make landfall over India. ‘The remain-
ing three systems, which formed over the
‘Bayof: Bengal during the post-monsoon sea-

* son, crossed Indian coast,” the IMD said.

.| Bayof Bengal on October:8 and crossed the
- Odisha coast three days later, claimed over

70lives in coastal districts of the state. Gaja,
which claimed 40 lives, formed over the East
Central Bay on November 10, crossed the
Tamil Nadu coast on November 15 and after
oving across the peninsula, re-emerged
1to Arabian Sea as a deep depression. The
last cyclonicstorm of the year, Phethai,which
formed over South East Bay of Bengal on
mber 13, crossed the Andhra Pradesh

ast four days later, the IMD said.

onsoon rainfall trends
While the rainfall over India as a whole
during the southwest mornsoon season of
Juneto September was nearnormal — 90.6%
| of Long Period (1951-2000) Average — the
northeast monsoon season rainfall was sub-
stantially below nor 'mal (56% of LPA), the
D said. The latter was the srxth fowest
since 1901. “
“The seasonal ramfal} dunng the north-
5t monsoon season over the core region of
the south pemnsula (comprising five subdi-
isions. viz. Coastal Andhra Pradesh,

- Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu & Puducherry,

SouthInteriorKarnataka and Kerala),wasalso

: - below average (66%0f LPA). Out of thesefive

subdrvrsrons, onesubdivision, Kerala, 1eceived

o Jeevansardthatmerewas ‘nothmgun—
u ual" as such about20]8 it was “asex-
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