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The polluted water bodies of Kanmyakuman

An unbehevable transformatlon has taken place in JUSt a few decades

: B_.g(QLAPPAN el

Némjil‘Nadu, a large part of
“ Kanniyakumari district in

Tamil Nadu, was the rice

| bowl of erstwhile Travan-

core before it was annexed
to Tamil Nadu. Its impor-
tance is explained by Ma-

_ nonmaniam Sundaram Pil-

~ lai, the author of the Tamil

prayer song Neeradum Ka-
dal, also known as the Ta-
mil Thai Valthu (Invoca-
tion to mother Tamil). In

his verse-drama Manon- -

. -maniam, Pillai says there is
» hardly anyone who does

B

not know about the fertile

lands of Nanjil Nadu.
Anyone who travels the

i .length and breadth of the
i district will agree with Sun-
i daram Pillai. The district,

which benefits from the

. ‘South-West and North-East -

¢ monsoons, is covered by
¢ acres of emerald green
. paddy fields, and banana

and coconut groves.
.1 remember from my
childhood = innumerable

. water bodies, bot_h_ big and

- Parakkai,
“housed carps, tilapia, eel,

e O S

small, bemg full of water

and covered with lotus

plants. The ‘place looked

like a painting. 1 used to see

crystal-clear water oozing

from the foundations of ev-

ery house back then.
Brooks lining the streets of
my  village,

snakeheads,  panchax,

fresh water prawns, water.
“snakes, frogs, crabs and- -

snails. Twould go fishing ev-
ery day, ‘I would then
transfer the fish into a small
pit dug near my house. It
was a visual treat to watch

“the snakeheads, both male
- and female, guard golden

yellow-coloured fishlings in
the water bodies: around

" the wvillage.  Eels “would -

catch frogs and small fish.

The -air was chilly back
then. Ceiling and table fans
- had not yet made an entry

into every house. =
The introduction of sew-

-erage canalsin every street .
.and - bylane changed the

picture gradually. The 'sit-
uation was fu_rther aggra-

~ groundwater . table.

vated when  concrete
streets .and . bylanes ‘'were
paved. All this affected the
Till
then, the water that was
used to wash clothes and
vessels would flow till the
coconut and banana trees
that stood in the backyard
of the house. Slowly, the
backyards were paved with
_concrete and, in many cas-

—es, accommodated new

‘ells ‘were
septic

construction.
converted into '

~tanks, and the waste water

‘was let out in the sewerage

~canal. It joined the clear

-unpolluted water flowing

_in the brooks. The brooks,

“in turn, flowed into water

‘bodies used by many gen-
“erations for cultivation and
~community bathing. Every

‘household today depends
on the water supplied by
the village panchayats and

~local bodies.

‘Today, almost all the wa-
ter bodies in Kanniyakuma-
ri district are polluted

‘beyond belief. Gallons of
untreated 'sewage enter -

L, the

Dccc,n Chron cle

- The Economic Times

them, making them unfit
for use. Of course, farmers
still use the water for cultiv-
‘ation. But it is unsafe to
drink from and bathe in
many of these water bo-
dies. Paddy fields and wet-
lands are being converted
into plots at a frenetic pace:

.In 2016, Lal Mohan, con-
-vener, Nagercoil chapter of

the Indian National Trust
for Culture and Heritage,
told me that the district is
losing about 1,000 hectares
of paddy field every year.

. When I stroll along the -
banks of ‘the polluted
Cooum river in Chennai in

_the evening, I cannot stop

myself from visualising a si-
milar situation for the wa-

‘ter bodies of Kanniyakuma-

1i. Pachaiyappa Mudaliar,
the merchant and dubash
whose wealth was used to
lay the foundations of ma-
ny educational institutions,
used to bathe in the Cooum
every day. Can anyone do
that today? ‘A similar fate
awaits the water bodies of
Kanniyakumari.
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|lake .«

GREEN MOVE The lake cuts through Tikri Khurd v1llage and has been encroached upon: the authority was set up last year on the.NGT’s orders

 vatsala. shrang;@hulve com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment’s newly set up Wetlands
Authority, which will notify and
conserve natural water bodies
inthenational capital, will start
work with therestoration of the
Tikri Khurd lake in outer
Delhi’s Narela, which has been
encroached upon over the last
few years.

The 23-member authority set
up last month will function
under the environment depart-
ment. In its first meeting on
April 25, the authority has asked
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA), which is the water
body-owning agency in this
case, toremove encroachments
around the lake and submit a
conservation plan.

“Thelake cuts through Tikri
Khurd village and as reflected in
the Google Earth images of 2012
and 2018, has been encroached
upon with the passage of time.
DDA has been asked to demar-
cate thearea of the water body,
fenceits boundaries and take up
beautification work,” said a sen-
ior Delhi government official.

The National Green Tribunal
inan August 2018 order had
directed the Delhi government
tosetupthe Wetland Authority
and take up the restoration
work at the lake.

= Awater body in Delhi. Experts say only around 450 natural water

bodies remain at present and need to be restored.

A Delhi resident had filed a
pleainthe Tribunal against con-
struction activity around the
water body, which hampered its
flow and reduced its natural
size.

“Itis an oxbow lake (a chan-
neloftheriver Yamuna) spread
over 8-10 hectares and a promi-
nent water body in the village.
Some people had constructed a
wallacrossit, as it had shallow
water. It is a welcome step that
the authority will finally take
up its conservation before it
dies,” said Manoj Misra of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan.

Mishra had also written to

HTFILE

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal and lieutenant governor
Anil Baijal last month to save
the lake from drying up.

DDA vice-chairman Tarun
Kapoor, said there are some
encroachmentsaround the lake
and landscaping work will be
taken up soon.

“We have asked our land-
scape department to brepare a
plan for the water body. Our tar-
get is to ensure it has enough
cleanwater and todevelopitas
atourist spot,” said Kapoor.

The Wetlands Authority
headed by the Delhi chiefsecre-
tary has directed all water body-

SAVING THE ECOLOGY

 The Delhi government set up
the Wetlands Authority Delhi
on April 23 this year following

" the notification of Wetland
(Conservation and :
Management) Rules 2017 by the

+ Unionministry of environment,
forest and climate change
(MoEF). "

= The 23-member authority is
headed by the chief secretary

and has members of land-own-

ing agencies, civic bodies and
experts, among others:

owning agencies in the city to
identify and demarcate such
areas as per the National Wet-
land Atlas of Delhi, prepared by
the union environment minis-
tryin2011.

Theauthority includes mem-
bers from various government
agencies, civicbodies as well as
experts.

“A sub-committee headed by
city’sdivisional commissioner
will carry out the demarcation
work interms of exact area, con-
tours, dimension and site
report. All the agencies have
been asked to submit a report
with a complete action plan of
conservation and development
for these water bodies within a

- | =ltismandated to notsfy wet-

land areas and work for conser-
vation of natural water bodies
inthe national capital, mamly to

* recharge ground water rainwa-
ter harvesting and developmg
some of these as bmdwerstty
habitats.

= Therules prohibit activities
such as concretisation, includ-
ing setting up and expansion of
industries, waste dumping and
discharge of effluents, among
others, onnotified wetlands.

month,” the official said.

While the Delhi government -

has a list of around 900 water
bodies in the city, experts said
only less than half of these exist
asofnow.

Manu Bhatnagar, prmclpa.l

. director, Natural Heritage Divi-

sion of INTACH and an expert
member of the Wetlands
Authority, said, only around 450
natural water bodies in form of
johars, talabs, baolis and
Jjheelsremain at present, which
need to berestored torecharge
the depleting groundwater table
inthecity.

“The water bodies will be
notified as wetlands after the
demarcation exercise is com-

Itis an oxbow lake (a

channel of the river
Yamuna) spread over 8-10
hectares .... Some people
had constructed a wall
across t, as it had shallow
water. Itis a welcome step
that the authority will
finally take up its

conservation before it dies.

MANOJ MISRA,
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan

plete. The main priority is to
protect these from further
degeneration and use for
recharging of groundwater.
Once the areas are notified, it
will be easy to monitor their
conservation. Those with a
larger area could be developed
intobiodiversity habitats,” said
Bhatnagar.

For instance, he said, the
Tikri Khurd lake exists in the
1911 Survey of India map as well
ason the Wetland Atlas. There
aremany other such water bod-
ies, some of which have been
encroached upon over the
years, whichneed to be restored
tosave the city’secology.

o~
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Water efficiency to manage rising energy needs

Amit.Shanbaug
@timesgroup.com

my and its demand for

energy is increasing with
time to achieve the develop-
ment needs. The total
demand for electricity in
India is expected to cross
950,000 MW by 2030. How-
ever, energy security is inex-
tricably linked to the avail-
ability of water. Both energy
demand and supply sectors
need water for various
processes. For production of

India is a growing econo-

energy, water is an indispen-
sable input at all the stages
including the extraction of
fuel, refining and washing of
fuel as well as thermal pro-
duction of electricity.
According to a study con-
ducted by Niti Aayog, India
has 18% of world's popula-
tion and only 4% of the
world's water resources; we
are already a water-stressed
nation and per capita water
availability is declining rapid-
ly. In fact, most of the power
plants in India are located in
water stressed regions of the
country, thus adding
more pressure to the

energy security is going to be

It is important for all the

finite water resource. a big challenge if water is not energy demand and supply

With  the

depleting given due consideration while sectors to use water efficient-

water resources in the planning energy policy and ly and minimise wastage.

country, achieving programmes.

Besides reducing water
: wastage, all
the  sectors

can adopt vari-

ernment of India, one of the
missions is the National
Water Mission. One of the
objectives of the National
Water Mission is to increase
water use efficiency by 20%
in all the sectors and there is
a strong need to give impetus
to this mission and make
some changes in other exist-
ing policies and regulatory
framework.

Wastewater is considered
as a resource which can be
reused and agriculture is one

i

ous water conservation nee
measures like rainwater har- NIGVIRG ENergy. sect
vesting, groundwater beab

recharge, waste-water recy-
cle and reuse, etc. This
would reduce the burden on
fresh water resources and
shift the sector towards

water neutrality. Also

inefficient water use
at household level is
also one of the rea-
sons for overall poor

water efficiency in!

this sector. Industrial
sector in India has
generally 2.5-3 times
more specific water
consumption  com-
pared to existing
international plants.
Under National
Action Plan for Cli-
mate Change of Gov-

such sector which has high
potential for using treated
wastewater. There should
also be strong alignment and
synergies between various
departments dealing with
water resources. State Water
Resources Department and
Irrigation and Command Area
Development department,
Water Board (Urban Local
Body), etc. should chart out
programmes and plan togeth-
er for ensuring improved
water use efficiency.
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Pioneer, Delhi \/

CPCB asks DJB to set up vigilance system
{0 stop waste water dxscharge Into Yamuna

STAFF REPORTER E
NEW DELHI

he Central Pollution

Control  Board
(CPCB) has directed
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to
penalise defaulters
indulging in illegal
activities leading to
release of waste water
into Yamuna and set up a vig-
ilance system to stop such dis-
charge into the river.

Pollution watch institution
has also sought an action plan
with Lomphance report from
Jal Board in the matter by
May 20.

CPCB in its notice to the
Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
Jal Board said an inspection by
a CPCB team found scattered
habitations between Palla to

Wazirabad on Yamuna flood
plain.

The team also found pos-
sibility of discharge of waste
water of said habitations to the
river through temporary
arrangements (tankers), it said.

“Discharge of untreated
waste water of these scattered
colonies disposing off into
river Yamuna makes water
unfit to meet the primary water

‘quality criteria - bathing qual-

ity,” the notice added.

During inspection,
the team has identified a
drain discharging waste
water from scattered
habitations to river
Yamuna. The team also
- spotted tankers dispos-
ing waste water from
septic tank directly to
flood bank of Yamuna
River, it said.

Following the observations,
the CPCB has directed the
DJB to plan sewerage manage-
ment of scattered colonies

between Palla to Wazirabad, set

up vigilance system to stop
such discharges through
tankers 1mmcdnlcly and perml-
ising defaulters indulging in
1Heoal activities leading to
release of waste water into
Yamuna.
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Dreary drought

aharashtra reels under the scorching sun with

well-known adversity that has repeatedly featured

on the face of the earth - drought. Droughts have

been a seasonal affair for this part of the Dec-
can region. This happens to be the sixth consecutive year that
parts of Maharashtra have been facing severe drought situa-
tion and discounting the adversity from preceding numbers,
six long years seem adequate time to prepare for droughts.
Witnessing Odisha’s commitment and resilience to withstand
cyclones and safeguard lives, Maharashtra and Karnataka are
very much capable of setting up drought redressal systems
and action plans in cases of exigency. The disaster manage-
ment guidelines, to begin with, are apt for this sort of situation
which definitely demands attention amidst the polling season.
Notwithstanding the fact that Centre and state exchequers will
be accessed towards remedial actions but sustenance of crops,
animals and farmers is defeated in the face of annual occur-
rence. The fact that only 16 per cent water reserve is left in the
dams in proximity stresses on lackadaisical approach despite
imminent adversity. If droughts have been occurring in the
parts of bath the states forming a pattern which enables to pre-
dict future droughts then a lack of redressal system to tend to
such calamities is simply a travesty of governance. Requesting
whatever quantity of water from neighbouring states, scooping
reserves and anticipating financial assistance from the Centre
are all haphazard measures usually in place when preemptive
measures have effectively either not taken up or failed. The Cen-
tre has released 4,562 crores while the state government has
allocated 4,300 crores making a total of 8,862 crores to combal
the unprecedented drought situation which has regions such
as Marathwada, Yavatmal, Nagaon, Aurangabad, Amravati,
and Nashik among others in its grasp. Scores of fishes floating
lifeless atop the Godavari spotted by locals in Nagaon village
does not augur well for the area. While the Centre and state
progress to tend Lo this adversity is welcoming, it hardly makes
any difference to locals who have been witnessing droughts for
years and remain deprived of alternatives to counter the natural
calamity with remedial measures initiated by state authorities
being the only hope. Contemporary times have equipped us
to predict rainfall and be aware of impending calamities like
a drought but state government’s enthusiasm in anticipating
and implementing exigency measures has remained an area of
concern, It has to be understood that measures also take time
to take full effect and not happen overnight. Tankers to water-
deprived areas is an expected step (o address the severe drought
problem but even that will have to be on time and well-coor-
dinated from before. Waking up to droughts and then drafting
aclion plans, consulting and requesting neighbouring states

and the Centre for help will delay the remedial measures and _

the most direct impact would be loss of life - human, animal,
fishes - apart from the agricultural sethack. Present numbers
denote that 4,331 villages and 9,470 hamlets are being sup-
plied water through 5,493 tankers. Arrangements made by the
Maharashtra gnvcrnmcn[ draw a prﬂﬂCtl\'C piCtUl’C to combat
drought but this 2019 severe drought cuts a sorry figure for CM
Devendra Fadnavis who had claimed to make Maharashtra
drought-free by 2019. And, words of politicos rarely reverber-
ate in the face of adversity because tending to a life-threatening
crisis is more important than pulling up authorities for lack of
emergency system and audacious promises. Lhe promise was
flawed since droughts are nature induced adversities which can
be controlled by humans but not overcome entirely. Drought-
resistant should be a better aim and efforts should be made to
that effort. Hindsight tells a lot about the adversity and it helps
us learn from our tlaws. It urges us to improvise and reduce
damage. It also aids us in predicting the grave consequences
which right now parts of Maharashtra and Karnataka immi-
nently face. Interestingly, Bombay High Court has pulled the
Maharashtra government for not appearing in court over the
prevailing severe drought situation. A petition which was filed
two and a half years ago has come to haunt the state govern-
ment where the petitioner alleges that the state government
has not done much to provide relief. He also alleges that the
absence of the state government lawyer, in this case, points to
the government’s tactic Lo sil out the drought period till rain-
falls hit the area so that damage is redueed and the situation
is not as grave as il currently is. Agrarian distress has already
been highlighted as a severe issue in the state and it can only be
hoped that it was well reflected in the general election polling
which has concluded in Maharashtra. While the court now will
pass an order on May 20 irrespective of government’s presence
for the matter, the state government hurriedly pursues to mini-
mise damage and increase the ambit and outreach of its relief
measures: Rainfalls- will provide relief burwhat is the point of
progress if the damage intlicted resembles primitive situations.

Deccar’f l‘i'romcie
Deccan Herald

The Times of india
Business standard

(A)

- The Economic Times

Mlllennlum Post




News itér‘ryl'atter/articlga‘/ediiorial Publishéd on [7'05 ..... 20 & ... in the

Hindustan Times Hindustan (Hindi) ' eccan Thronicle
Statesman "~ Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) \/geccan Herald

The Time of India (New Delhi) Punjab Keshari (Hindi) The Times of india (A)
Indian Express The Hindu (New Delhi) Business standard
Tribtine Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi). " The Economic Times

and documénted at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity Seciion, GWC

B I HFGH - & | Hrae e 3 w1 & fF e
H =€ 6 S F, A U fF 0 | YT | 39 Te
R-TREH HoH T hEe 3 S AT F 3R Q en
1 STTA ST A1 W Refq 7 e o 39 3w H
HIRGA 1 U 1 S 1 Bl 2, il e 6 7
5 el 29 TS %1 8 311 T o | IS et |iH=T SRw 62

aRe PE A P e R :
e ——— Tk 91 ufer =iiw €M
T € | 310 S A T e < © SR A R S
TEHFTEH! TS T e oo = 32 | U8 3 3§ TEe
FH I €1 ST ® b oo TRt s g 9
T § foren o RIRE R S T T W | A W
! A foh Feelforl Sed O € | S9e e ¢ i wee
W HH AT B R S H Y & TR g SureT wE E g
SR e 1 TeraR H e e s | R0 & f Ree
$O G | FY T T Yo, BRAT SR 9 I
TRV H IR o ST WM €1 Y € | S-S 9 & A
BF | UE H HM R W I B, SAfh SRG-fadsR §
ST ST W T S HHel %1 el Fen | w1 a9 3
o foect o ot § R & 9eH =3 2 ok et 7t 76
2 Tl Wt Al o e el o SR 9 90 5 2
| ifeR Hew SR iR wRd # O o e e e B el
FHESIR HATGA 1 el § 37 gl & T fosiw e
S TS | IR Fohed TRe] SIS H Y 1 AP I
TR 13 HRTT 8 38 T 2, fR o 9RA F 60 Beg
Siftres sTaTdt 79 WX PR €1 9w & e seR % e R R,
ST SFERTCT 3 STRTEHT STCe] 61 el €1 T € | Sifehet s
IS SR 1 O SR BRI TR bl i R ISdE R
E HeT &1 § o ST ot wiiferd 21 2, et s
WY =t | 7 9 R 1 g0 sreferaeen # Sue uge
1 HiT ¥ T S 39 SRR 1 T 10 THE 1 SR
2, T TR % g e A # 4 T v
Tl | 3 o YEet T § 2 T TeT ST A HHR SRt
 forit S iR &7 waw = s




News ﬁem/letter/arﬁcle/edﬂonal Pubhshed on / ? 05 ’ /2 0 9 ..... in ’fhe

Hindustan Times
Siatesman

The Time of India (New Delhj)-

Indian"Express
Tribtine

Hindustan (Hindi) -
Nav Bharat Times (Hindj)
Punjab Keshari (Hindj)

and documented at Bhagjra}h {English) & Publicity Section, CWC

TR FHEIR) 31 g

e g e
'Eﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂlﬁﬁéaﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ

SHaum <M
T 381 — 96 & ¥ % foE foedl -

3 T S U | SR AR R

%mﬁ%@éaﬁém%ﬁ

ﬁaﬁaﬁ%wﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁ

SRE SR % faw & ar
W%Gﬁr@%mwf
; hEIRWEL =
: @mwé‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁ
. w.;ﬁgo—a”rra‘résﬁmmﬁme
- Tatia Sl & gefte e
T 6l B U 7S o SR
= e i €1 g8 3 S
2 for o5 ot meiifer Siesias

1 o Heeg! A g T

o4 R B e K e

3, AU o UTH U ] S BT
U SIS T Ush 7S ) Bl T

@ T STElE HERTE & AR

£571 5 wep et < gl & R
TSl S o6 Tonell 3 ST W

o

T 90 T T A A

ﬁe'nﬁlzoawmz%l
,W%&mm‘rﬂéa
J—‘I@Eﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ll L

B a " & e wEr
RIS 1 T SRR

¢ il & oh el STl fAH gg

Uil =l 1T 81 Bl I &

ot 1 s H ot T
Hlel R EEM & B 5
foropel FEel W W o9 81
- TSR % ST RF H s o

T Sl S ) SR S o

S <ot T H T ST A

1326 § U9FAR Hiee 3 =9

R e e & e v

THI SR ETET

Dcccaﬁ :C'H'ronicie
Deccan Herald

o he Times of india (&)
TheHindu (New Delhi) Busijness standard
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) - The Economic Times

Dy mﬁqnaw@%ﬁnﬁ%
. R YeR W SHA o O
L i giesE sk EEd A

o, S et B e &R A
- T SIS % SIS STl et

1 forepra g2 iR € Rersh

,mmﬁwﬁé‘rm

st 1 e R g
m@@aﬁzaﬁ%mﬁm
o SHRU g9 OIS T

Te Rafy 39 & w =

- e 21 9Rd § SoesE &

| SRR & S oH e
ﬁmnﬁﬁﬁmiwaﬁw' =
Y TR W 9RA S e
- HEeh A 122 33 g A

T T ST Hehal 8 foh 3TeRa-

1209 T W 2| 3G9I & 5

- B9 U1 o el s guE| Wi

J ohat o - ‘for ar T g
T 3 oft e e i Al S
FA de I
T SR S S & S B
& 170 e 2 1% 9 & ot
g &l YedHl S 3 S
W%Hﬁﬁwﬁwm



Neyvs itenylptter/articl /editorial Publ1shec1 on [ '\"7 0 2. Q@ @ .inthe

Hindustan Times

. ~ Hindustan (Hindi) ) Deccari Chionicle
Statesman Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) Deccan Herald

The Time of India (New Delhi )} Punjab Keshari (Hindj) The Timss of indiz (A)
Indian“Express The Hindu (New Delhi) Business standard
Tribtne Rajasthan Patrika (Hmdl)\/ The Economic Timas

and documented at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity Section, CWC

qﬁmmﬁﬁa&ﬁqﬁ@ﬁﬁawwﬁm% o

A e
ufest =TS Aeah

patrika.com

 SEaE, SierRiEE A
FHeT T A5 S &

- a3 TSTHIE % QAL

| T R 3T ST HehdT 8
33T X WA T gee &
Ergell 81 @ A e A
g ¥ et @ FE
ot bt ot I S g
B T W HIH F 3T
FD W R e @ H
Tl el 1 T S

WiwmE gmdzmEs e 4 50 21 70 B i 21 P wﬁw'wwzwa%iqﬁaammﬁx



