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For Subansiri okay,
Govt looks at report

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI APRIL17

TO DECIDE the fate of the 2000
MW Subansiri Lower hydroelec-
tric project, the Environment
Ministry has turned to a report
of acommittee it set up, the con-
stitution of which has already
beenchallenged in the Supreme
Court on grounds of conflict of
interest. : :
The constitution of the three-.
member committee was first
challenged in the National Green

" Tribunal, which dismissed the

plea without citing reasons. The
petitionersin the case thenmoved
the Supreme Court, which sent

. back the matter and instructed

the NGT to give a reasoned order,

In the two hearings at the
NGT since, the Environment
Ministry has sought time to file
its reply. With the matter still sub
judice, the ministry on April 12
decided to consider the commit-

| tee's report at the next meeting

of its Expert = Appraisal
Committee that decides on en-

| vironmental clearances to hydel

projects.
Concelved as the country's
Jargest hydel project, Subansiri

' lower dam constructionibeganin

2005 on the Arunachal Pradesh-
Assam border and over Rs 6,000
crore was already spent by NHPC
Ltd before work was suspended
due tolocaloppositionin2011.To
breakthe six-year logjam, the NGT
had in October 2018 asked the
Environment Ministry tosetup a
*neutral” panel to objectively con-
sider conflicting recommenda-
tions of the earlier committees
and come up withan mdepend-

_entopinion”,

A month after the NGT order,

_ the Environment Ministry, in

November 2018, set up a three-

~ member panel with experts who

- or their organisations - have all

of panel under
_, ]ud1c1al scrutmy

backed the NHPC's posifions on
the project in the past: ex-addi-
tional director ‘general of
Geological Survey oflndiaPrabhas
Pande, former director of the
Pune-based Central Water and
Power Research Station (CWPRS)
1 D Gupta and Chief Engineer
(Brahmaputra) of the Central
Water Commission, P M Scott.
When the constitution of the

: three-member committee was

challenged on the ground of con-
flict of interest, the NGT dismissed
the applications in December
2018 without giving any reasons.
The applicants moved “the
Supreme Court which on March
11 asked the NGT to give area-
soned order on the matter.
“Subsequently, we " filed
restoration applications in the
NGT. Atthe firsthearingonMarch
26, the Environment Ministry
sought one week to file an affi-
davit in the matter. At the next
hearing on April 9, the ministry
sought more time,” said Ritwik
Dutta, lawyer of the applicant
Tularam Gogoi,a Guwahati-based
activistand former vice-president
of All Assam Students Union
(AASU). ;
OnApril 10, theNGT uploaded
anotification dated April 9which
said the next hearingin the case
would be on July 25.0n April 12,
the Environment Ministry made
publictheagendaforameeting of
the EAC scheduled on April 23.
The firstiten on the agendais the
discussion of the report filed by

the ‘conflicted’ three-member

committee.
The Environment Ministry of-
ficial dealing with the EAC con-

cerned said he was “not compe-

tent” to comment on the legality
of considering the report of a ex-
pert panel underjudidal scrutiny.
Director  General = (forests)
Siddhanta Das said he was “not
aware of the case” and declined
comment.

Indian Express, DelH\F
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‘units face closure for,

378 Hry industrial

polluting Yamuna

Neeraj Mohan

« neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

KARNAL:More than 878 industrial
units in Haryana have been
issued closure notice by the state
pollution control board for pol-
lutingthe Yamuna. 1
The crackdown comes after
the central pollution control
board (CPCB) had, earlier this
month, directed the Haryana
state pollution control board
(HSPCB) to act against the err-
ing units, That came twomonths
afterthe CPCBand officialsfrom
National Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute
(NEERI) inspected the water
quality of Yamunariver.
“Wehaveidentified about400

" such units and 350 of them have

already beenissued closurenoti-
ces. Most of them have already
been shut for non-compliance of

norms,” saod HSPCB member

secretary SNarayanan.

He said their electricity sup-
ply will be disconnected until
they get fresh clearance certifi-

| cate. Besides, efforts are on to

Crackdown afternudge fro
Units identified 3 Units shut

Yamunanagar 175

Ballabhgarh 63

; G'urur;.}}am 46
Sonepst 32 J§
panipat 31 B

Faridabad 31

Iuers ftion |

prosecute about 200 units, he
added.

On why the HSPCB waited for
CPCB orders, Narayanan said,
“The action has been taken as
these units were found violating
norms, butthe pollution control
board conducts regular inspec-
tions and issues closurenotices
toindustriesroutinely.” He also
said the HSPCB has also told
Jarge and medium scale unitsto
install onlineliquid waste moni-
toring devices for round-the- -
clock monitoring.

CRACKDOWN

The HPSB was asked toidentify
the non-complying units and
taken action after a team found
three drains carrying untreated
water from various units at
Yamunanagar, Panipat and
Kundli mixing with the river,
‘making it unfit even for use in
bathing.

Theteam observed that these
drainsflow throughoutthe year
and pollute the Yamuna, which
isthebiggest source of drinking
waterin Delhi.

m central pollution body
B Still operational
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A ong-running drought and farm
crisis are main el

" Surendra P Gangan
= letiers@hindustantimes.com

BEED/OSMANABAD: Polling will be

. held for 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra’sMarathwadaand
Vidarbha regions on Thursday
amid a growing water crisis. The
government declared 90% of vil-
lagesin Marathwada’s eight dis-
tricts drought-hitlast November

i andDecember. Over60% of villa-
ges are facing drought in three
Vidarbha districts of Akola,
Amravati and Buldhana, which
are among the constituencies
goingtopollsin the second phase
of the general elections.

Amongthemain candidatesin
thefray areformer Maharashtra
chief ministers and Congress
Jeaders Ashok Chavan (Nanded)
and Sushilkumar Shinde (Sola-
pur), Dr BR Ambedkar’s grand-

! son Prakash Ambedkar (Solapur
and Akola) and former union

' minister Gopinath Munde’s
daughter and sitting MP Pritam
Munde (Beed).

Maharashtra has the most
seats, 48, after Uttar Pradesh (80).
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) won 23 seats while Shiv
Senawon 18inthelast Lok Sabha
pollsinthestate.

The Congress and the Nation-
alist Congress Party won six
between them.

Bhagwat Pawar, 75, afarmer,
saidhehasnotyetdecided whom
to vote for even as he attended
Prime Minister NarendraModi’s
rallyin Osmanbadlast week.

T o "";-_\,- T it 7 ; o P -
News1iemJlietter/article/editorial Published on ...
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= Around 90% villages in Marathwada and over 60% Vidarbha are

facing a dought. SATISH BATE/ HT FILE
His priority remains how to- the Maharashtra Water Resour-
deal with drought. “Thaveseen ces Regulatory Authority, said
the 1972 drought when we had thevotersintheruralareasarein
water but no food. [During] distress and do not have suffi-
recentdroughtsfrom?2012to2014, ~ cientmoney to makeendsmeet. .
therewasascarcityofwater.But ~ “They donothave the luxury of
itisworsethanthat. Almostallof .comparingthe [performances of
us own land, but do not have * the] incumbent and previous gov-
water...howarewegoingtosus- ernments before voting. The
tain untilitrains?” resentmentis expressed through
Residents say water sources  votes andit could go against the
arerapidly dryingup. “Wewake = rulingparty [BJPL.” 3
up at 4 am to ensure maximum Vidarbha-based farm expert,
water is fetched from a public ~ Vijay Jawandhiya, said most
borewell. We getacoupleofpots  elections arefought onthelinesof
of water after waiting for 4-5  caste and creed and not thereal
hours,” said Anita Munjal, 45,2 - issues.
resident of Mardi village. “There is discontent among
Ashok Tangade, who works farmersandothersinruralareas
for Jagar Pratisthan, an NGO, - over croplosses,absence of mini-
saidnopartyistalkingaboutthe —mum supportprice, inflation, ris-
issueandnonehasdoneanything = ing unemployment. But ulti-
significantfor the drought-prone matelyvotingisdoneinthename
district. of caste, which is supreme over
YR Jadhav,aformeradvisorto anythingelseforvoters,” hesaid.
T e . . S -
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Worried over climate-induced

TimeS Nsws NETWORK

New Delhi: With devasta’«f
tion caused by extreme
weather events like heavy
rains and cyclonhe —includ-
ingtheKeralafloodsof 2017-
18 — as the backdrop, India
on Tuesday urged the global

. community tocome up with

a plan to address the issue
. Joss

of climate-induced
anddamage’. -

The country also point-
ed out that the ‘loss and
damage’isnotonlyanissue
for smallisland nations, but
also a critical issue in'large

. countries like India which

hasalong coastlinewithnu-
merous islands and coastal
cities and Himalayan states

which are at the risk of gla-

 cieroutbreaks.

Thematter was khscussed

_here in a national workshop

-on ‘loss and damage’ inIndia, -

organised by the Union envi-
ronment ministry, which de-
liberated on how to assess,
minimise and address cli-
mate-related losses.

 KERALAINM fIND

Addressmg the work-

shop, Union environment

~secretary C K Mishra un-

derlined the three critical *

- elements for addressing the

issue of ‘oss and damage’,

' risk retention and rlﬂk

transfer through insurance
andfunding mechanism.

losses, India Seeks global plan

‘\ 3I‘he small island nations
and other least developed
countries have long been de-

- manding ‘loss and damage’
- compensation, argding that

they have become vulnera-
ble due to climate change
which is caused by polluting

- practices of developed na-

_tionspost-industrialisation.

‘Though global commu-
nities have been discussing
the issue of ‘oss and dam-
‘age’ as part of the Warsaw
International Mechanism
‘under the United Nations
Framework Convention on
‘Climate Change (UNFCCC)

 since 2013, it has so far not

got traction in terms of pro-
viding compensation to vul-

nerablenations under afor-
mal procedure. 3



NOKETH INDIA IMD says rise in heatwaves may trigger intense dust storms in April and May

Jayashree Nandi
+ lefters@tundustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Over 60 people were
killed and crops damaged after
rain, thunderstorm and light-
ning hit partsofnorth, westand
central India at the start of a
summer in which such extreme
weather events could be fairly
common, officials and experts
said on Wednesday.

Rajasthan, MadhyaPradesh,
Maharashtra and Gujarat took
the maximum hit due to the
change in weather over Monday
and Tuesday, whileresidentsin
Delhiexperienced intermittent
showers and strong winds that
brought down the temperature
by upto10degrees.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi “expressed griefattheloss
oflivesdue tounseasonalrains”
in various parts of the country,
hisofficetweeted. “The govern-
ment is doingits best to provide
all possible assistance to those
affected. The situation is being
monitored closely,” the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said.

Modi approved “an ex-gratia
of X2 lakh each from the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund
for the next of kin” of those
killed, the PMO said, adding that
the government also approved
350,000 each for the injured.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Wednes-
day issued a warning for thun-
derstorms, hailandlightningin

parts of north and northeast
India.Itadded that “fairly wide-
spread to widespread rainfall
with isolated thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds are
likely over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi, north-
east Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand” in the next 24 hours.
There is no forecast for any
westerndisturbanceinthe next
seven days, except for one on
ApriM22, which will only affect
Jammu and Kashmir. Western
disturbances are cyclonic circu-
lations which originate over the

=

= The national capital witnessed intermitient showers and strong winds on Wednesday.

Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea
and Black Sea, and move east-
wards across north India and
bring precipitation when the
weather system reaches the
Himalayas.

During the winter, parts of
north India, including Delhi,
experienced 18 western disturb-
ances—many of which brought
rain and a sudden drop in tem-
perature — as opposed to the
average five to six western dis-
turbances that the region experi-
ences in an average winter sea-
son.

CONTINUED ONP&

N\ Weather ™%

The weather department also
predicted a higher-than-normal
number and intensity of heat
waves thissummer. This will, in
turn, make conditions favoura-
ble for intense dust storms and
thunderstorms, which will bring
down the temperatures for a
brief period in northwest India
in Apriland May.

High temperatures in Delhi
and northwest India, particu-
larly Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, ifiduced the recent
thunderstorms, said Mahesh
Palawat, vice-president (meteor-
ology and climate change) at
Skymet Weather.

On April 15, Delhirecorded a
maximum temperature of 40
degrees Celsius. It fell to 30.7
degrees Celsius — six degrees
below normal —on Wednesday
after the thunderstorms on Mon-
day and Tuesday. “There are
four parameters important for
thunderstorm formation —
intense heat, availability of
moisture, instability of atmos-
phereandacycloniccirculation.
Heating this year may be one of
the factors in favour of storms,
butthere will bethunderstorms
only if there is adequate mois-
ture. There will be dust storms
wherethereisnomoisture,” said
M Mohapatra, director general
of meteorology at IMD.

He added that the tempera-
ture will be comfortable for the
next two-three days and then
rise significantly.

Professor SK Dash of the Cen-
tre for Atmospheric Sciences
(CAS) at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Delhi said, “We
know that warmer atmospheric
conditions have increased the
incidents oflightning and thun-
derstorms in many parts of the
world. Heat playsamajor rolein
bringing onthunderstorms. The
exact mechanism of climat

change induced thunderstor:
ST e

N\
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