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: ~ tolandearlyinKerala(May30), eredbyJuly15,itsays,

' S . the IMD has forecasta ‘below Al dates come with an
VIBHA SHARMA normal” monsoon (93 per cent,  error margin of two days. |
TRIBONE Nevws suavc " of the Long Period Average). IMD's Kerala onset date
e DELAL MATIG O . Experts say the onset of mon- ~ (May 30 with an error mar- |
%9201-5'm0nsoon-seas¢n.:ig e N soondoesnothaveanyconnec-  gin of four days) matches
set lo test official forecaster g tion with its further progress, = with Skymet, which says
India Meteorological Depart. advancement or performance.  monsoon is likely to reach
ment’s proficiency in predic-  The Skymet hasalsosaidthe  Kerala between May 27 and
tion of the crucial June-Sep- northwestern zone, which 29 and simultaneously cov-
tember seasonal rain. includes key growing states of  er some parts of northeast

- While the weather depart- o Punjab, Haryana and Uttar = India. Going further,
ment has given a “below India. “Skymet, h' Pradesh, will get good rain. Skymet says.:most._parts‘of

! n_OIT]:'la.l” prediction for the Sﬁﬂ.assésﬁst}iemonsobn ¢ i The private forecastersaysby ~ South Ind.ia and entire
| crucial season, private fore- be normal after evaluati 2 the third week of June, most  north eastern region will be
caster Skymet has reiterated ~ other e S :':‘g parts of Central and East India  covered between June 6 and

- ls April 16 forecast ofa “nor-  ang atmospheric i d?‘ will be covered. Delhi, Chandi- 9. The monsoon surge is
mal season i.e: good rain. - tions,” the private for 5‘“"?’;_ garh and Amritsar will receive  expected to slow down subse-
The. progress of monsoon says in its 'l'at'est' repo}tr theirfirstrainsaround June30, quently and reach Mumbai
this yearis being watchedin  which also includes timeline July1and July2, respectively.  in the western coast and
 Ielation to the prevalenceof for its progress throush Most parts of the country, Kolkata on the eastern side

El Nino, which is invariably the country, g except Rajasthan, will be cov-  between June 11and 14. -
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Monsoon

New Delhi: Private weather fore-
caster Skymet has predicted that
e Imhan
mainland on May 29, three. days
ahead of the normal date, and giv-

| en estimated dates of arrlval in

variouscities.
Tt said the monsoon would ar-
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normal rains at 102% of
average for the season

rive over Thiruvananthapuram on
May 29, progress to Chennai on

June 5 and arrive at Bengaluru the
nextday.

The rains are expectod to hit
Hyderabad and Pune on June 10,

ly on May 2 : Forecast

: Skymet has predicted \L)

Mumbai and Kolkata on June 1l
PatnaonJunel7, Bhopalon June 20
and Ahmedabad on June 23, before
reaching Delhion June 30, adayaf-
ter itsnormal onsetdate.

Contrary to IMD’s forecast of
below-normal monsoon this year,
Skymet has predicted normal
rainsat102% of averagéforﬁwsea
son (June to September).
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round India’s Indepen-
Aqencé,relangan"a had
150,000 tanks. At the time,
and it had the best irrigation sys-
tem in the world. After Indepen-
dence, the focus on building large
dams as a solution to all water is-

sues became prevalent because at.
the time several dams were being
constructed in the western heml- i

. sphere.

Historically though, the concept :

was to use rain water harvestmg
to build addmonal water re-
sources. A tank network was built
by connecting a chain of water
bodies, and when one overflowed
the water was immediately trans-
ferred to a stream or another tank,
through the weir. This way, water
was never allowed to goto the
main river and there was never
any disruption of water supply.
Thiswas a common!y utilised
method of i |rr|gat|on in the states
of Telangana, Andhra,Maharash~
tra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,

After the whole country neg-
lected small irrigation, leaving it
to dlsempowered panchayats to
manage all water tanks below 40
Ha,, the system virtually dried out,
Tank irrigation across the world,
interestingly works best if there is
a community spirit within the
common people. :

Any government that rules
Telangana, which is a table-land

3
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where rivers flow in the valley, has
to deal with this tremendous reali-
ty.The only othenopuon |sthe ex-
pensive lifting of water, through
fain water.There are many advan-
tages to tank irrigation. Tanks by
‘nature charge ground water levels
wherever they exist.

Beyond just water, tanks also
provided silt, which reduces fer-
tiliser usage. Done properly, soil
fertility is maintained for five years
“
Tanks recharge ground
water, their silt enriches *
fields, and increases
moisture retention
dramatically. Flora and
fauna thrive near tanks,and
several endangered birds
have come back where
tanks have been revived,
There is also a deep cultural
aspect here as most
festivals in Telangana were -
celebrated around tanks

and its ablln;y]tu retain moisture
Improvesdi‘arhatically

Historica y, every summer silt
would be excavated by the
_fe_a_r_mer and taken to fertilise soil.
Hence, not having good tanks ac-
tually is a tremendous deviation
from sustainable agriculture. The
high-brid seeds and chemical fer-

. tilisers have done more harm to

the Iand.Hence, in the long run,
this is a great way to restore the
land also. ;
Where tanks come to. Iife; trees
and bing;is thrive.We have seen

 birds which were thought endan-

gered, come back to the areas
where tanks thrive. Emnronrnent is
deeply influenced, we also have
Cultural festivals such as Batukam-
main Telangana which are an ode
to mother nature thmugh ﬂowers

the self—esteem of vilJagers and re-

~ store their natural life patterns.

K. Pumshdtl‘ham Reddy
' eminent environmentaﬁsr




o
News item/letter/article/editorial published on /45/ "/8 . 5‘20/5 in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

i i av Bharat Times (Hindi)
a ‘/:;njab Keshari (Hindi)
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
" Deccan Chronicle

M.P.Chronicle

A zj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of Indiz (A)

Deccan Herald Blitz

and documer?fcd at Bhaqrrath{Enqhsh}& Publicity Section, CWC

he year Iﬁﬁy 10t be
enough to judge a gov-

ernment’s perform-
ance inasector like agricul-
ture which had been neglect-

ed for years despite being .

the prime source of income
for almost half of the coun-
try’s population. Steps taken
in last 12 months have raised
hopes for the sector.

Be it strengthening or
cveaimg irrigation net-
works, distribution of soil

TN

Monsoon could kee
rehef out 0f farm S

‘crops (Rabi) on 189.81 ]a.kh

‘hectares and presented an-
other challenge. '
It didn't end there,
When the government
is trying to reduce the im-
pact of natural disasters on

_farmers, raising compensa-

tmn, r&struct_t;rmg leans

insurance, it’s now la
at the doorsteps of a tiurd
similar challenge. The:

¥| doesn't have any irrigation
‘leaving farmers at the mer—-
" ey of rains.

health cards for nutrient-

based decisions to increase

productivity, bringing an

income-linked farm insur- 1

ance scheme or a plan for
a barrierfree National
Agncu.lture Market, these
measures will show results
in the next couple of years.
This will happen if the

country doesn't enmunter

weather-linked ro
Last year's deficit moi
was the ﬁrst big challenge
before the new government,

The Centre had takan
contingency measures

rainfall on s
Oonseqmently
ed only 3% deficit

P i S e AP L R

d
reduced the i’mpact of low

able at subsidized rates

i and shar?ng use_fu] ge:_:lerlc

o ad crop choice. But
he question arises, will

arm sector which pro-

‘i}ides direct and indirect

2 majority of the
workforce run on ad-hoc

. measures and*through fire-

exports. Yet, nearly half

ay

taking long-term measures?
Union agriculture min-

Jister Radha Mohan Singh

told TOI his government
was committed to bringing
structural changes in agri-
culture and allied ‘sectors
that have faced decades of
neglect. “We've initiated -
measures that are at dif-
ferent stages of implemen-
tation. Their impact may

-not be felt immediately but
the results of these actions

would be far-reaching in

terms of jncreasmg pm-

ductivity and improving

~ the lot of farmers,” he said.

Agriculture and allied
sectors: account for 17.2%
of GDP and 14% of overall .

the total agricultural land
(181.98 n:ul]jon hectares}

Since 85% of farmers:
have less than two hectares
of the ]and each with no
other source of livelihood,
adverse weather conditions

- make the situation worse.

There ‘are issues that de-

. pend on pohcy lnterventlon

"'I‘hsse include ﬁna]jzmg_
‘minimum. support price
.(MSP} for major foodgrain
~ based on input-output pric-

ing and the cost-risk-return
structure, timely procure-
ment of farmers’ produce
and export-import regula-
tions that play a critical

role in deciding the farm-

ers’ income.

Singh, however, said,
“Since agriculture is a state
subject, success of these
schemes will depend on
sincerity of states. The
Centre has formulated T]
many schemes and released

al  funds to states for imple-

SR D AT T
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NDAwantsto sealTeestawater shanngdealnext

Jayanth Jacoh and
Saubhadra Chatterji
™ !aums%hdwﬁnﬂmea_cc_m

NEW DELHI; After seeing through
the land boundary agreement
with Bangladesh in Parliament,
the Modi governmenthas start-
‘ed the groundwork to get West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee on board for the Teesta
water sharing pact,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hopes to seal the deal dur-
ing a proposed visit to Dhaka
in June-July and may ask chief
ministers of West Bengal,
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram
and Tripura — states that bor-
der Bangladesh — to accompany
him, sources said.

The Centre is “open and
receptive” to suggestions from
Banerjee, who stopped the deal
at the last minute in 2011, gov-
ernment sources said, acknowl-
edging that the Trinamool

' Congress chief will have politi-
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GOVT TRYING T0 BRING
MAMATA ON BOARD. THE
WEST BENGAL CM MAY
ACCOMPANY PMMODL \
T0 BANGLADESH

cal reasons to be cautious on a
sensitive pact in view of the 2016
assembly elections.

Sources close to Banerjee,
however, told HT that “positive
movement in inking the Teesta
accord can definitely be expect-
ed”, confirming that “plans are
mthﬂmrks"formeWestBengal
chief minister to visit Dhaka
along with Modi.

 “She is aware of the expecta-
tionsof the people of Bangladesh
from her government. Last time
she went to Dhaka (in February),
the discussions on Teesta domi-
nated the exclusive meeting
between her and BangiadeshPM

100

Sheikh Hasina, " asource said.
Sources, however, also pointed
out that Teesta has dried up toa

extent in thelast decade and
27 irrigation projects depend on

the river. Also, sharing the water
of a parched North Bengal less
than a year before assembly
elections would be a politically
sensitive issue.

Indian officials familiar with
the water-sharing pact said the
agreement is goodforhothcmm—
tries, though misconceptions
about the deal persist.

At present, West Bengal uses
only 25% of Teesta water and
the rest flows to Bangladesh.
As per the draft of the 2011
treaty, India and Bangladesh
had agreed upon a 50-50 shar-
ing formula.

. But Banerjee wanted 75% of
the flow at Gozaldoba in North
Bengal where a river barrage
project is under construction
sinece 1976. Once completed,

the project will serve an irri-

e

* Yy

gated area of 9,25000 hectares
as against the 58,00 hectaree it
caters to now.
Bangladesh'-a‘gre_e‘-d to
Banerjee’s demani since it was
getbngthepromlaxlshare —25%
waterwas toflow ownstreamto ¥
Gozaldoba and anoher 25% would
be added through rigeneration by
the time the river reached Dalia
barrage in Lalmoiirhat district
of Bangladesh.
“Mamata had wated an explic- |
it reference to thit in the agree- i
ment, leading to tle lastminute

‘yisit of then natimal security |:

adviser Shivshaniar Menon to
Dhaka,” said an oﬂcwl Though |
thenitty-grittyof e final water |
flow is usually not eflected in the
text of any internitional agree- |
ment itwasdonesdnthispartic |
ular case due to thiWest Bengal
chief minister’s iniistence.

Banerjee, howiver, backed
out of the deal die fo political
differences with he then UPA
government.
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Hindon: Once the
lifeline of UP, now

not fit for bathing

5 |
2
a
1
n
e
1- .
b Pollution body says ‘effluents discharged from sugar and paper mills, slaughter houses and
chemical industries’ are responsible for river's state. Gajendra Yadav
.d 3
: l
- G s
s der  the “VEnvironmental riveris.Everybodyknows about
sf EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  (Protection) Rules” theaffidavit it Butunlessweare giventhere-
n  NEWDELHI,MAY 16 said. The NGT has sought re-  quired resotirces, there’s only so
2 sponses fromthe Centreandthe ~ much we can do,” an official of :
- UP government on the issue. the UP regional pollution control s
tk  IT IS EASY to forget that the The CPCBhasmadeaslewof  board said.
1y Hindon river was once the life- recommendations such as en- Earlier in March, Union
e line of Western Uttar Pradesh. suring that“untreated wastewa-  Environment Minister Prakash
of Laden with pollutants and ter is not discharged into the  Javdekar had talked about the
as = garbage, the river now flows  river system”.It also suggested Hindon - which meets the
sluggishly. The cause, according - suitable treatment of effluents, ~Yamunanear Delhi -intheRajya
to the Central Pollution Control ~ equipping sewage treatment Sabha. In a written reply,
Board (CPCB), are “effluents dis- plants “with a diesel generator Javdekar had said that “the dis-
charged from sugar mills, paper  set which canbe used incaseof ~ solved oxygenwasas lowas 04
mills, slaughter houses and  power failure”, enforcement of ~ mgjl downstream of
chemicalindustries”inthearea. ruleswithregard todumpingof ~ Saharanpur, while adding that
The CPCB had filed an affi-  waste along the river, enforce-  high levels of BOD were linked
davit before the National Green  ment of industrial units around  tothe discharge of industrial ef-
1e  Tribunal (NGT)earlierlast week  the river, and freeing it of en-  fluents from electroplating and
after analysing the river'swater ~ croachment. tannery units”.
1= quality. It confirmed that the However, officials admit the “The Hindonreceives munic-
13 riverwasn't evenfitfor bathing.  problem lieselsewhere,"Weare  ipalaswellas industrial effluents .
5 “Analytical results of the completelyunderstaffed and are from the township of
1 Hindon reveal that its water inno position tocarryoutanyof ~ Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar,
e quality does not meet the pre- the recommendations. Our job  Shamli, Meerut Baghpat and .
e scribed standards of Primary  has been restricted to monitor-  Gautam Buddhnagar. The water .
s Water Quality Criteria for ingtheriver's pollution levels. is not fit even for irrigation pur- y
- Bathing Water, according to the Year after year, we have been  poses as the source water:is j'
notification in seriesno 93 un-  writing about how polluted the grossly polluted,” he had said. £ 4

3y
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The earthquakes and between
17 DAYS APART: West of Kathmandu on April 25 eastonMay‘lz with the
second 3.5 km deeper than the first
: APRIL25 | MAY12
Y Magnitude:79 | Magnitude:7.3
Sy t Depth 185km
]
5.5 &HIGHER
THEAPRIL 25 EARTHQUAKE AND THE LARGE
AFTERSHOCKS SINCE THEN
Number of Date & local time Magnitude Epicenter
aftershocks April 25,11:56 am 79 Gorkha
(magnitude 4+) Apiil25,12:23pm 5.5 Sindhupalchowk
since April 25 April 25,12:30 pm 66 Gorkha
April 25,12:41 pm 5.7 Rasuwa
8 ,583 * April25,2:40 pm 5. ; Kabre
Deaths till Sunday April 25,315 pm 58 Sindhupalchowk
duetoApril25and | Aprl25.6:29pm 55 - Gorkha
May 12 quakes; April26,5:01am A Nuwakot
21,000+ injured April 26,1:09 pm 6.7 Kodari
: May12,12:50 pm 73 Dolakha/Sindhupalchowk
8,519 May12,1:02pm 58 Dolakha
e o May12, 1;?1 pm 6.3 Dolakha
(Nepal only)in May13,3:10am 59 Dhading
1934 quake; the May 15, 7:27 am 55 Dhading
current toll has May16, 5:19 pm 55 Dolakha
crossed that Source: National Seismological Centre of Nepal; USGS
nods as always, “It is the same forme as for ~ inand around the tent the family now lives
you.” Sonam Tamang, Heera'sgrandson,was  in. Inside, the floor is covered with straw
mats with wooden planks that support the

one year old. He too was buried on April 26.

The mother

As her husband and father-in-law go
about reconstruction, Phulmaya Tamangand
her sister-in-law Sangeeta busy themselves

tarpaulin sheet that serves as the ceiling. In
one corner are stacks of corn salvaged from
the house, in another are twelve cooking
utensils relatively undamaged. Behind, in
one big bundle, are a bunch of clothes. Most
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'SHALININARAYAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 17

AT A time when government agencies, on
the directives of the National Green Tribunal,
aredevising waysto clean the Yamunariver,
the Delhi lhbanA:ts.Comissidn@LﬁACJ. in

aunique initiative, has come up with a pro-
posal which seeks to utilise the riverfront for
creating open public spaces and areas to pro-
mote Tecreational activities. The proposal has
been submitted to the Ministry of Urban
Development forimplementation. iy
. According to DUAC officials, the study has
provided for a weekly haat, aparking space,
abird watch trail, a plaza, exhibition centre
and cafes, which will generate more access
for the public and create open spaces by the
river side. il e

~ “Theabysmal state of dra *and solid
Waste management in the city has caused
the river to become a huge drain, carrying
-noﬂﬁngbmme-city*s_waste; With high den-
sity in residential areas, it has to be realised
that Delhi is in dire need of a large public
open space. Considering that the river flows
through the heart of the city, it has huge po-
tential for open spaces, for people to relax
and spend a day by the river. Additionally,
there ar_ésomanymemoriaiq..stadiun';s-and
places of religious and historicalimportance
that can easily be connected to the river-

3
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front,”a senior DUAC official said,
Qila, the Red Fort, Ferozshah Kotla Stadium

 The study has included the presence of

and the India Gate. It has also included the

presence of governmentinstitutionslike the

DeHiiSemtafiat;theSchéoldﬂPlénniﬁgmd i

Architecture (SPA), the Police Headquarters
and the Vikas Minar.
“The waterfront's potential is under-

uﬁlised.’lhereisno*soopefbrmaéaﬂonglaﬁ :

tivities like walking or cycling. - The site has

the Ring Road running on the west,

Indraprastha Marg and the bridge to the
north, which have created barriers and lim-
ited access,” the official said, adding that it
wasessmﬁaltq-aEﬁVatEtheﬂVeffmntbyde-

veloping visual physical linkages to the site
for the public either through vehicles or on
foot. The proposal has also suggested the re-
useofthe IP power plant, which ispresently

defanct.

1
«
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
¥ - R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

-~
&

Dated | 37 @,7 Qo)
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
ot Rk
ssi:%ta {

Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

?prﬁﬁ)irath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned.
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in

1
Covering L., YIS





