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Monsoon likely to revive

News item/letter/article/editorial published on 18.06.2019 in the Business Standard, New Delhi and
documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

@

innext2-3days,says IMD

AGENCIES

New Delhi, 17 June fb‘g - 'g
Though the southwest mon-
soon deficiency widened to
over 43 per cent on Monday,
there was hope on the hori-
zon as both the state-run
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) and pri-
vate weather fore-

casting agency The IMD on Monday
predicted moderate
showers in Mumbai
showers in the. and surrounding
areas over the next
two days, while
south Konkan will
receive higher
intensity rain

Skymet predicted
a pick-up in

next 2-3 days.

According to
weathermen, this
could give good
amount of rain in
hitherto parched
Eastern, Central and Western
parts of India and perk of
sowing of kharif crops which
till Sunday was around 9 per
cent less than 2018.

Till June 15, the southwest

monsoon should have cov- .

ered Central India.
However, due to its
delayed onset and sluggish

progress thereafter, as on
date (June 17), the southwest
monsoon was stationed
around Karnataka.

The India Meteorological
Centre on Monday predicted
moderate  showers in
Mumbai and surrounding
areas over the next two days,
while south Konkan will
receive higher
intensity rain
during the same
period.

The Madhya
Maharashtra and
Marathwada
region will also
get showers in a
few isolated
places, and so
will Vidarbha, though the
rain will be of low intensity.

Skymet Managing Dire-

" ctor Jatin Singh in a blog

post said that gloomy peri-
od seems to be taking a turn
now and weather models
are showing a circulation in
the Bay of Bengal which
would get organised in the

coming days.

“In fact, it (the weather
phenomenon) shows signs of
strengthening and becoming
alow-pressure area, which is
going to help in giving some
very good amounts of rain in
East and Central India dur-
ing the last 10 days of June.
South India will also witness
moderate amounts of rain,”
Singh said.

He said states like
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar
and Jharkhand are going to
benefit immensely from
these rains and it is also a per-
fect time for farmers in these
states to sow their kharif
crops. PTI reported on
Sunday quoting senior IMD
officials that as the impact of
cyclone ‘VAYU’ diminishes
the monsoon might revive in
next 2-3 days.

Till Sunday, the overall
monsoon deficiency across
the country has reached
43 per cent due to its slug-
gish pace.
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Why tap water to every
home is not a pipe dream

Lar Tol- 19 .
98 Swathes of India are grappling with a severe water crisis under record maximum temperatures

this .
SUmmer, The prime drivers of the current water crisis — equally acute in rural areas In

a
haraShtra and elsewhere and a

metro city like Chennai

— are drying reservoirs and dippind

groundwater |evels. But while those require deeper solutions, India’s progres in building pipeline

|
'?J\';va?]tFUCturethat takes potable water to house
odi lave tap water connections, according to a survey
i is focusing on piped water connection for all house

holds is heartening. Close to 90% of urban households
by PRICE*. In his second term, PM Narendra
holds by 2024 as a key goal. But getting water

to flow from the taps, as the present water crisis shows, is another challenge altogether

Piped Water Access
Has Jumped, 65%
Households Covered

Atan all-India level the annual
average increase in water connections
;Vas 6.7% in 2014-2018 compared to

% in 2011-14 and 0.6% In 2001-11

& Households without tap water (in cr)
- B Households with tap water (in cr)

- main source of drinking water: -
while for rural households, it ' g '
is the handpump
S HTp

48%

Villages Saw Big Leap,
But Still Behind Cities

Though growth of households with
water connections increased at a much
faster pace in rural India (28 percentage
points) as compared to urban India (22
percentage points) between 2014-2018,
about half of all rural households are
yet to get access to tap water
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The Poorest Districts Are

the Worst Served

At the all-India level, only about 15-38%
households in the least developed
district clusters (D1- D7) have access to
tap water compared to D8-D20 clusters
where 70%+ households have tap water.

LD: Least developed district cluster; MD:
Most developed district cluster
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BIGGEST STATES LAGGING

IN TAP WATER SUPPLY
The states of UP, Bengal, Bihar . ¢
are among those where piped
water has reached only half the
households at the most !
T , Tap Water
7':(',' e Connections, All *
' . India, 2018
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BUl'I' PROGRESS DOESN'T INSULATE AGAINST CRISIS

States of Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are among
states where more than 70% households have
access to tap water, including for both ruraland
*| 'urban households. But these are also the ones that
have borne the brunt of a parched 2019 summer

Note: Andhra Pradesh
jncludes Telangana.
Survey covered 24
major states and UTs

While even among

states lagging overall

on piped water access,

the performance in

ensuring coverage has

. been much better in
%%, . urban pockets thanin
P ind rural areas

. Urban, 2018
(% of households)
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Rajasthan govt. wants

canal project fast-tracked
ERCP would supply drinking water in 13 districts of the State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The proposed Eastern Rajas-
than Canal Project (ERCP)
has come to the centre stage
of demands raised by the
State after the formation of
the new government at the
Centre, with Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot reminding
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of the promises made
in his election rallies for de-
claring it a national project.

The previous BJP govern-
ment in the State had also
lobbied for the Centre’s ap-
proval for the ambitious pro-
ject with an estimated bud-
get of 40,000 crore as a
major initiative for interlink-
ing of rivers.

The project proposes to
transfer excess waters from
the Chambal river basin to 13
districts facing  water
scarcity.

In-principle approval

The Central Water Commis-
sion has already given in-
principle approval to the
project’s feasibility report,
while the Union Ministry of
Water Resources had report-
edly finalised a Cabinet note

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.

on it last year.

Besides supplying drink-
ing water in 13 districts, the
mega project will also pro-
vide water for rrigation to an
additional 2 lakh hectares.

At the 5th Governing
Council meeting of NITI
Aayog held in New Delhi on
Saturday, Mr. Gehlot said
that national project status
to ERCP would facilitate so-
lution to the water scarcity
issue in eastern and south-
eastern districts of the State,
at least till 2051.

It will also supply water to
the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor and take care of the
flood and drought situation
in the area. The project, link-

ing Parvati, Kalisindh and
Chambal rivers, is expected
to benefit 40% of the State’s
population with the supply
of drinking and irrigation
water, as the quality of water
is a big issue here.

The ERCP will ensure
availability of water in Jhala-
war, Baran, Kota, Bundi, Sa-
wai Madhopur, Ajmer, Tonk,
Jaipur, Dausa, Karauli, Al-
war, Bharatpur and Dholpur
districts and create an addi-
tional command area of 2
lakh hectares for irrigation.
It will also facilitate restora-
tion of dependable yield of
the existing 26 major and
medium irrigation projects
en route — reduced to 30% —
to their original status.

Mr. Gehlot also raised the
issues of rainwater harvest-
ing and drought manage-
ment at the NITI Aayog
meeting and asked the
Centre to release the first in-
stalment of ¥370 crore to the
State for the current year un-
der the National Drinking
Water Project as well as a re-
view of the Centre-State
sharing ratio for the Integrat-
ed Watershed Management
Project.
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Rain adds to misery of #
Odisha’s cyclone-hit

Restoration works post-Fani not over

STAFF REPORTER ‘H \ 3
BHUBANESWAR

With pre-monsoon showers
lashing the coastal districts
of Odisha, thousands of fa-
milies, who lost their houses
in cyclone Fani, are in deep
distress. .

Although the Odisha go-
vernment has started releas-
ing housing building assis-
tance to the affected

families, repair of houses is

unlikely to be completed be-

- fore monsoon in many parts
of the Puri district, which
was the worst affected in the
cyclone that hit the State on
May 3.

As per the damage assess-
ment and enumeration con-
ducted by the Puri district
admlmstratlon, houses and
huts of as many as 2,87,762
families were damaged in

‘the cyclone.

“While 9,059 pucca and'

kutcha houses have been
fully damaged 1,04,715
houses have'suffered severe
damage. Similarly, 1,13,221

pucca houses and 49,529

kutcha houses have been
partially damaged,” the as-
sessment report says..

The State government, as
per the norms of the State
Disaster Response Fund and
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Fund, announced
¥95,100 for a person whose
house (pucca or kutcha) has

- been fully or severely dam,

aged. Similarly, Z5,200 is to
be paid for partial damage
of pucca house, Z3,200 for
partial damage of kutcha
house and %4,100 for dam-
age to hut.

First instalment given

The first instalment of the
house building assistance
has already been disbursed.
The State government had
released %197.59 crore to the
Puri district administration
on June 10. Subsequently,

'Z10.21 crore was released.

~ “Prior to the disburse-

.ment of house building as-

sistance, we had asked sup-
pliers of roofing sheets to
make the material available
at the panchayat level so
that people don’t face diffi-

‘culties in getting them,” said

Puri District Collector Bal-
want Singh.

~ According to villagers,
the magnitude of the dam-
age is such that roofing ma-
terial alone would not suf-
fice. “We are facing
difficulties in mobilising

“building materials, masons,

carpenters and labourers,”
said Sudarshn Behera of
Bhagabatipur under Nimap-
ara block of Puri district.
Farmers were facing a twin
challenge - protecting their
family members and house-
hold articles from rain and
taking up farming in the rai-

-ny season, Mr. Behera said.
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Pre-monsoon showerselude region, Punjabworst- hit

Vijay MOHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

1%
CHANDIGARH, JUNE17

Overcast skies and intermit-
tent showers notwithstand-
ing, pre-monsoon rains in
Punjab this year are deficient
by 76 per cent so far, making
it worst-hit state in the region
and among top three across
the country where rains have
been sorely lacking.

Punjab has received a total
of 4.6 mm rainfall from June 1
to June 17 against the normal
of 195 mm for this period,
according to data compiled by
the Met Department. The

PUNJAB 76% DEFICIENT, HARYANA 63%

B |n Punjab, Mansa, Tam Taran
and SAS Nagar dists have
received no rain, as per IMD

¥ |n Ferozepur, Moga, Bar-
nala, Sangrur, Patiala &
Fatehgarh Sahib, the short-
fallis above 90 pc

B Haryana's Sirsa, Hisar and
Mahendragarh districts have
recorded ‘above average' rain

B |n Rohtak, Yamunanagar
and Kaithal, rain deficiency

is 96—99 pc;in Gurugram
and Panipat 90 pc -

¥ |n Himachal Pradesh, but for
Kullu and Lahaul-Spiti, all oth-
er districts are rain deficient

monsoon generally arrivesin
the region around June 30.
The deficiency is higher

than Punjab in UP and
Vidarbha region in central
India, While eastern and west-

HP 41%

ern UP are witnessing a short- -
fall of 82 per cent and 78 per
cent, respectively, Vidarbha
has a shortfall of 88 per cent.

As far as Punjab’s neigh-
bouring states are concerned,
the situation is optimistic
only in J&K that has a sur-
plus of 70 per cent. Rains are
deficient by 63 per cent in
Haryana and 41 per cent in
Himachal. Rajasthan too is
witnessing a shortfall.

Of the 22 districts in Pun-
jab, three — Mansa, Tarn
Taran and SAS Nagar— have
received no rain so far,
according to the IMD. In six

other districts, including Fer-
ozepur, Moga, Barnala, San-
grur, Patiala and Fatehgarh
Sahib, the shortfall is above
90 per cent. Faridkot, with a
deficiency of 29 per cent, is
the least affected.

The situation is marginally
betterin Haryana where Sirsa,
Hisar and Mahendragarh dis-
tricts have received “above
average” rain. Sonepat is sole
district not to have received
rain so far Kinnaur and
Lahaul-Spiti have received
surplus rain in HE In Una,
Hamirpur, Solan and Sirmaur
districts, it is above 80 per cent.
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A new approach

Jal Shakti Mantralaya should promote decentralised, but integrated
water resource managementand service delivery

PARAMESWARAN IYER

WATER IS AT the top of the development
agenda of the new government, as empha-
sised by the prime minister at Niti Aayog’s
governing council meeting last week.
Encouraging the participating chief minis-
ters to give top priority to the subject of wa-
ter in all its different avatars, especially con-
servation, the prime minister emphasised
that the first concrete step taken by the cen-
tral government towards a holistic and inte-
grated perspective on water has been the
constitution of the new Jal Shakti Mantralaya.
This bold institutional step has integrated the
erstwhile Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation with
the former Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation, and has led to the formation of a
single new ministry focused on water with
a capital W. This is a major step towards the
consolidation of the management of water
resources with delivery of drinking water and
sanitation — a much-needed step in the di-
rection of ensuring India's water security — as
well as a thrust towards the goal of provid-
ing safe and adequate piped water supply for
all households.

~

Until now, the institutional landscape for
water in India has been somewhat frag-
mented, with about seven ministries and
more than 10 departments having a say on
different aspects of water management and
use. Not only have these had some overlap-
ping roles and responsibilities, but no single
body had the ultimate oversight and author-

ity necessary to resolve conflicting issues and
take the necessary decisions. This led to these
ministries and departments working in silos.
While the Niti Aayog had made a solid start
atintegrating the sub-sectors of water by cre-
ating an integrated water management in-
dex and ranking states on this basis, the cre-
ation of the new Jal Shakti Mantralaya is a big
bang governance reform which will have a
permanent and positive impact on integra-
tion in the water sector.

Integrated water management in India
has never been more relevant than it is to-
day. India is entering water crisis territory,
with certain estimates indicating that water
demand will exceed supply by a factor of two
by 2030 if we continue with a business-as-
usual approach. This has the potential of driv-
ing economic losses of an estimated 6 per
cent of GDP by 2050, and potentially leading
to a significant percentage of our population
having limited or no access to drinking water.
Recent satellite data has also shown that
India's taps could run completely dry in the

medium term, with cities like New Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad com-
pletely running out of groundwater.

Some inefficiencies in the water sector
have led to challenges with respect to impor-
tant outcomes such as rainwater storage, and
greywater treatment and reuse. Presently,
India captures only eight per cent of its an-
nual rainfall, among the lowest in the world.
Lack of proper maintenance of existing infra-
structure causes further losses of almost 40
per cent of piped water in urban areas.
Treatment and reuse of greywater is almost
non-existent. As a benchmark Israel, another
country facing severe water shortages, treats



100 per cent of its used water, and recycles
94 per cent of it, meeting more than half of
its irrigation needs through this reused wa-
ter.

In terms of drinking water, while 81 per
centofall habitations are currently estimated
to have access to 40 litres of water per day
through some source, only about 18 to 20 per
centofrural householdsinIndia have connec-
tions for piped water supply. One of the prior-
ities of the new government is to provide
piped water supply to all rural households by
2024 in a sustainable manner. The Jal Shakti
Mantralaya will also need to promote decen-
tralised, but integrated, water resource man-
agement and service delivery, with a key fo-
cus on water conservation, source
sustainability, storage and reuse wherever
possible, byinvolving the communities them-
selves, as they are the primary stakeholders.
There areimportant lessons to be learned from
the best practices of decentralised planning
for water conservation such as in Hiware
Bazaar, Maharashtra and the Swajal model of
community-based drinking water in
Uttarakhand — which need to be scaled up.

In water stressed areas, especially in the
designated dark blocks and inareas affected
by water quality issues, surface water based
multi-village schemes need to be designed,
while in groundwater rich areas, single vil-
lage, groundwater-based schemes withend-
to-end source sustainability measures should
be encouraged. These schemes also need to
have provisions for rainwater harvesting
through household or community storage,
which can also be used for recharging
groundwater. Other local methods of water
storage and conservation must also be en-
couraged. A good example of local ap-
proaches to developing infrastructure for
storage of water is seen in Dewas districtin
Madhya Pradesh. Here, through government
support to farming communities for build-
ing ponds as alternative storage and supply
sources, the district has achieved a Gto40
feet rise in the water table, even while in-
creasing irrigated area by 120-190 per cent.

Another area of focus for water conserva-
tion in each drinking water scheme is devel-
oping infrastructure for collection and basic
treatment of domestic non-faecal waste-wa-
ter, kitchen or bathing waste water — also
called greywater —which typically accounts

Raising awareness and
changing perceptions on
water also needs to be an
important priority. Even
today, water is regarded as an
infinite resource and is
abundantly wasted in many
parts of the country, while
others suffer drought-like
conditions, Behaviour
change communication
initiatives for both internal
and external stakeholders
will be critical in changing
attitudles towards water. All
stakeholders, from state
governments to citizens
must be taken on board and
a national consensus will

have to be built.
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for nearly 80 per cent of the by-product of
all domestic water. This may be done
through simple waste stabilisation ponds.
constructed wetlands and similar local in-
frastructure projects in order to recycle this
water for agriculture, the sector that con-
sumes 80 per cent of our water.

Some states, like Gujarat, are leading the
efficdent use of agricultural water by bringing
in micro-irrigation to over six lakh farmers,
50 per cent of which are small and medium
ones. The Andhra Pradesh government is also
prioritising water efficiency inagriculture, by
earmarking Rs 11,000 crore to bring 40 lakh
acres of land under micro-irrigation over the
next five years. If these measures are com-
bined with reuse of greywater for agriculture,
it will result in a significant reduction of de-
mand from our water resources.

Raising awareness and changing percep-
tions on water also needs to be animportant

priority. Even today, water is regarded asan
infinite resource and is abundantly wasted
in many parts of the country. while others
suffer drought-like conditions. Behaviour
change communication initiatives for both
internal and external stakeholders will be
critical in changing attitudes towards water.
All stakeholders. fromstate governments to
citizens. must be taken on board and a na-
tional consensus will have to be built. Tothat
effect. all integrared water managementap-
proaches would do well to borrow fromthe
effective behaviour change communication
initiatives of the Swwachh Bharat Mission.and
attempt to create an army of grass roots mo-
tivators on water, on the model of the swach-
hagrahis for sanitation. Initiatives to
strengthen the capacity of this field force,
sarpanches, and block and district officials
are already underway.

This approach of holistic and integrated
water management that India is adopting is
unique for any large federal country. Just like
the country did in the Swachh Bharat
Mission, India could lay out a template for
other countries on securing national water
security by integrating fragmented institu-
tions and making water security everyone's
business.

The writer is secretary, Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of
Jal Shakti. Views are personal
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Jal Shakti borrows Nitish idea, considers
proposal on a user fee for piped water
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A SIGNIFICANT proposal being
considered by the Jal Shakti
Ministry, which was officially
constituted Monday, is theimpo-
sition of user fees for piped wa-
ter supply along the lines of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s “har ghar

" Jal Shakti® 4% ¢

nal kajal” scheme in Bihar.

And with the second Modi
government signalling the
‘nalsejal policy to provide piped
drinking water to every house-
hold inthe country over the next
five years, sources said that con-

- sidering the overall capital inten-

sive nature of water supply, a
user fee will have to supplement
the funding by the Centre and

states.

“In the Bihar model, for in-
stance, people pay a basic user
fee of Re 1 aday or Rs30 monthly
for the service provided. The wa-
ter supply is done in the most de-
centralised manner taking the
ward of a gram panchayat as the
basic unit which could include
as few as 100 households. The

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

quantity in urban and rural Bihar.

water source, in this case, is

groundwater, whichisabundantin

Bihar, and is supplied using tube

wells,” said an official. - . K 4

The “har ghar nal kajal” scheme
was rolled out in Bihar in

September 2016. Its targetis to pro-
vide piped water to 20-million .

households over a five-year period,
up from the existing 0.8 million
households.
Foursub-schemesarecurrently
under implementation to addregg

issues of water supply quality anq

Incidentally, the provision of clean
drinking water to every househqld
was part of Kumar's seven policy
resolutions in his election cam-
paign against the BJP in the 2015
state polls well before the JD(U) be-
came an NDA alliance partner.
Officials added that the Bihar
model of water supply can be con-
sidered for implementation in ar-
eas where groundwater tables are
high, which include many states
along the Gangetic plains from
Punjab to Assam. '
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Indiais drying up, fast @

Traditional water bodies and harvesting systems need u

o
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DEVINDER SHARMA
FOOD & AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST

ONGRATULATIONS to

all.. we have achieved 50

degree temperature this

year. Let's cut more trees to

achieve 60 degrees the next year, a sar-

castic tweet the other day came ag ajolt.

It was, however, hard to tell whether

the quiet sarcasm was lost on a majori-

ty of the readers who are following

Twitter or had made more and more
people sit up and think.

Whatever had been the impact, the

fact remains that while 2018 was the

fourth hottest year on record in the

past 140 years since the world began
to keep a track on temperatures,
NASA expects 2019 to be still hotter.
The heat is therefore on. In India,
a 22 per cent deficit has been
recorded in pre-monsoon showers
in the months of March, April and
May — the second lowest in the
past 65 years — and with mon-
soons delayed by a fortnight or so,
daily temperatures have been siz-
zling. Churu in Rajasthan has
already crossed 50°C thrice this
season, and even Delhi burnt at an
all-time high of 48°C. S
With nearly 43 per cent of the coun-
try engulfedin a drought, an estimat-
ed 600 million people are reeling
under its fury. With temperatures
soaring, water sources going dry,
parched lands staring as far as one can

see, ‘hundreds of villages have been

evacuated as historic drought forces
families to abandon their homes in
search of water, reports The
Guardian. In Maharashtra’s Ahmed-
nagar district, such is the wrath of a
continuing drought that over 50,000
farmers have shifted to 500 camps
meant for cattle, There are 1,501 cattle
camps in Maharashtra, where 72 per

cent ot fhearea-is faced with a
iy

. Ui 2
EVERY DROP COUNTS: With 43 per cent of the co

untry engulfed in a drought,
- about 600 million people are reeling under its fury.

Niti Aayog has warned that 21 cities — including the four

metropoli
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ses — will run
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out of groundwater by 2020..
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drought. Reports say village after vil-
lage around the capital city of Mumbai
has been deserted. More than 88 per
cent of Karnataka is somehow surviv-
ing under a severe drought. With 156
of the 176 talukas declared drought
hit, Karnataka has faced 12 years of
drought in the past 18 years. :
Karnataka’s economic survey for
2018-19 projects a growth rate of
minus 4.8 per cent in agriculture.
Therefore, while drought has taken a
heavy toll on standing crops and also
crippled the farming-led economic
activity, not only in Karnataka, but
also in nearly half the country, ade-
quate attention is finally coming to
the declining groundwater levels.
With the conundrums of water con-
flicts between states, between com-
munities within a state, and as well as
individuals standing in queues
increasing over the years, policy mak-
€rs are now realising the importance
of conservation, Already the alarm
has been raised with a recent report
by Niti Aayog warning that 21 cities —
including the four metropolises —
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad and
Delhi — will run out of groundwater

by 2020. Since groundwater provides
2
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for 40 per cent of the water needs,

about 600 million people may be hit.
But the problem of groundwater

depletion is not only confined to the

- cities. In fact, it is because of the
unbridled exploitation of groundwa- -

ter that even a short dry spell turns
into a more destructive drought. At
most places across the country the
rate of depletion exceeds 0.5 metre a
year and often touches 1 metre. Add
toit the reduced availability of water
from shrinking rivers; the resulting
water crisis has reached worrying
levels. Reports say the water avail-
ability from the mighty Narmada
has declined, from 30.84 million-
acre ft in 2007-18 to 14.80 million-
acre ft in 2017-18. The Ministry of
Water Resources estimates ‘water
levels in 91 reservoirs falling to 18
per cent of their capacity. Moreover,
water from numerous dams is being
diverted from agriculture to meet
the needs of the urban areas, includ-
ing drinking water. This has added
to farmer protests, leading to rural-
urban conflicts,

Over the years, the emphasis shifted
from water conservation, water har-

“wvestihg “and ‘gréoundwater recharge.

rgent revival

Revival of traditional water bOdlels'
which could have played a major role
in drought-proofing, received lip serv-
ice. Restoration of ponds and measures
for recharging groundwater remained
incomplete, abandoned or preceded at
aslow pace. There still exist close to 2
lakh traditional water bodies, ponds
and tanks across the country which
need to be revived. In Punjab, where
110 of the 138 blocks are in the ‘dark
zone’ (over exploited), the revival of the
15,000 ponds and traditional water bod-
ies could not only help in recharging
groundwater, but also providing irriga-
tion. So far, only 54 such ponds have

{  been rejuvenated. Strangely, even in

Rajasthan, instead of reviving the
excellent water conservation strue-
tures perfected over the ages, the
emphasis is on drip irrigation. Not even
a drop of rainwater was allowed to g0
waste in these baoris. InKamataka, an
estimated 39,000 traditional ponds and
tanks existed. While nearly three-quar-
ters of them have dried up, encroached
upon or turned into sewage dumps,
there is still a sizeable number that can
be revived. Meanwhile, Karnataka has
launched a jalamrutha scheme under
which the traditional water bodies
would be rejuvenated. But the pace
needs to be hastened.

Although Karnataka is trying to
preserve the kalyanis, and Odisha
has the kutta and munda water Sys-
tems, the traditional wisdom associa-
tion with water harvesting has been
more or less lost. Several years back,
travelling to Texas A&M University, I
was surprised to see the traditional
water harvesting structures of Tamil
Nadu being followed. The Centre for
Science and Environment had pub-
lished a book, Dying Wisdom, listing
all traditional harvesting systems.

In the age of borewells, the
emphasis has to revert to tradition-
al harvesting. Recharging the
depleting groundwater in a sustain-
able manner is urgently required,
But this cannot be in isolation,
Destroying forests, water bodies,
catchment areas in the name of
development must cease. Other-
wise, crossing the Rubicon may
turn out to be catastrophic.
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@ India'should consider popularising 4
- bucket baths worldwide, to save water
Make Water Wastage
Beyond the Pail ¢«

Next to yoga, the bucket bath is probably the most fascinat-
ing holistic health philosophy to emanate from India. So, it
. standstoreason that much like the initiative to communica--
te the beneficial effects of yoga to a wider audience, India
shouldtakethelead instartingasimilarmoveto takebucket
bathstotherest of the water‘wasting world.Maybe it can be
called the ‘Bathing Bucket Challenge’. Indeed, the bucket
should become the symbol of a global campaign to conserve
water and, possibly, the new Ministry of Jal Shakti too. In
many countries, themaximum overuse and wastage of water
occursinagricultureand industryratherthan in millionsof
bathrooms,butabucketand mug inevery bathing area wou-
ldatleast serveasareminder toeach person that every drop
counts. Two-minute showers.Supposedly use up less water
than a normal 25 litre Indian bucket; but how many people
actually time their ablutions, especially when extreme tem-

peratures or the need to ‘de-stress’ tempt longer use?
Anything that needs washing or requires water should be
- measured in buckets henceforth-—from human bodies, floo-
rsand vehicles to animals, lawns, air-coolers and more. Wat-
erusagewouldbefarmore quantifiable that way, ratherthan
When emanatingfiom ashowerhead or a hosepipe. Wastage
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Solvingof UPwater crisis before 2022 polls PM’s priority

.....

IANS 1
, NEWDELHI 17 JUNE %T d ‘$
'Y .

4 By 2021, a year before Uttar

s Pradesh goes to the polls,
tIndia’s largest state would
+have enough water to quench
\the thirst of its over 20 crore

people. After writing per-
ysonal letters to UP's village

‘pradhans to conserve water,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has now instructed
¢Union Jal Shakti Minister
-Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

and UP Chief Minister Yogi

‘Adityanath to solve UP's
-"water crisis" within next two

years. :

To expedite projectsrelat-

ed to water resources, the .

Modi government would
release Rs 9,000 crore to UP
whichincludes water-starved
regions of Bundelkhand and
Vindhyachal.

Frombigger irrigation pro-
jects to drinking water sup-
ply in urban and rural areas,

Highly placed sources informed that dredging
work of major rivers, including Ganga and
Yamuna, would be undertaken to ensure
smooth flow of surface water in rivers and
streams. In UP, water resources are trifurcat-
ed into three ministries - Rural Development,

Irrigation, and Jal Nigam.

the Union government and the
state government will work in
tandem to deliver all the
schemes before the UP Assem-
bly polls, scheduled to be
held in early 2022. To move
the projects on a fast pace, CM
Yogi Adityanath held an impor-
tant meeting with Gajendra
Shekhawat on Sunday.

" Both agreed to focus on
Bundelkhand where 'water
riots' often create law and
order problems. Besides, in
areas of Sonbhadra and Mirza-
pur, touching PM's con-
stituency of Varanasi, all-out
efforts would be made to
solve acute water problem

being faced by all and sundry.
Highly placed sources
informed IANS, that dredg-
ing work of major rivers,
including Ganga and Yamu-
na, would be undertaken to
ensure smooth flow of surface
water in rivers and streams.
In UB, waterresources are tri-
furcated into three ministries
-- Rural Development, Irri-
gation, and Jal Nigam.

‘All three ministries are
perceived to be neck deep in
corruption, a reason why
projects are either delayed or
their benefits do notreach the
people. Sources said that CM
Yogi gave an assurance that



a special drive would be
launched to identify corrupt
engineers and officials in
these ministries and initiate
adequate action against them.

In 2016-17, the UP gov-
ernment could not utilise

around Rs 700 crore dueto pre-

vailing corrupt practices which
have been continuingin these

departments since BSP and-

SP-led governments. In the
previous government, the
Irrigation Ministry was held
by Mulayam Singh Yadav's
brother Shivpal while Jal
Nigam was run by Azam
Khan. Several complaints
related to corruption in these
ministries have now come to

light. ’
Sources said that earlier PM
Modi had instructed

Shekhawat to place water
crisis in UP on top of his
ministry'slist of priorities. The
PM was of the view that if UP's
problems were solved, half of
the .country's water crisis

would be addressed conse-
quently, sources added.
The PM also suggested to
Yogi that water crisis in UP
should be solved before the
situation got worse. Both
Shekhawat and Yogi also dis-
cussed the problem of increas-
ing pollution in Ganga river.
In this connection, they decid-
ed to take strong action against
tanneries which are not com-
plying with the nerms of the

- pollution control board.

Recentreports have indi-
cated thatthe Ganges, which
passes through several impor-
tant cities and towns of the
state, is being severely polluted
by tanneries located in Kan-
pur (and Unnao) and other
industries. Apart from several
other water-related projects,
the ministers also discussed
the dredging work of the
Saryu, Rapti and other impor-
tantrivers of eastern UB to be
done on a priority basis to facil-
itate irrigation projects.

Part 2 of 2
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