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Delh1 smzles at 43 degrees

Staff Reporter '

NEW DELHI: Delhiites wit-
nessed blistering heat on

Monday with mercury touch-

ing 43 degrees Celsius, the
season’s highest so far., Un-
fortunately, respite from the
sweltering heat is not expect-
ed soon as the MeT Depart-
ment has predicted the
maximum to hover around

the same for at least two to

three days.

The maximum temper-
ature on Monday was four
notches above normal giving
a tough time to office goers.
The minimum femperature
was recorded at'28.1 degrees

Celsius, two degrees above

the season’s average, the MeT
department officials said. Hu-
midityin the air oscillated be-
-tween 59 and 28 per cent.
“Rising day temperature
has been witnessed in Delhi
during May, Barring the first

two days of the month, the |

maximum temperatures so
far have settled above the
normal average of 39.5°C.
Monday’s temperature was
| the highest ever,” explained
an IMD official.

The weatherman has pre-
dicted partly cloudy skies for
Tuesday along with the possi-

On Monday, mercury touched 43 degrees Celsius.
MeT Department has said that there would be no
respite from the heat for the next three days. - ap

blllty of ‘dust storms and
thunderstorms in some areas.
“The skies will be partly clou-
dy. Dust storms and thunder-
storms could occur in some

parts of the city,” the weath-

erman said.
The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are ex-

pected to hover at 43 and 28

degrees respectively, he add-
ed. The official further ex-
plained, “Though there are
chances of thunderstorm ac-
tivity on Tuesday, the tem-
perature in the city is going to
sustain for at least 3 to 4 days.
The thunderstorm is expect-

ed to happen during evening
hours, so there isn’t any res-
pite likely during day time.”
* Maximums in Delhi have
exceeded the 40 degrees Cel-
sius mark on several occa-
sions during May. May 6 to
May 10 was the longest spell
of hot weather in the city.
Twice, on May 6 and May 7,
the day temperature settled
beyond = 42°C,  almost
amounting to a heat wave

On Sunday, the maximum
temperature had settled at
40.3 degrees Celsius while
the minimum temperature
was recorded at 24.8 degrees.
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Clean Ganga project seeks
-corpqrate N RI part1c1patlon

- Garg,t Parsm
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sion has sought

NEW DELHI: The Hs 20 000
crore Namami Gange pro;ect
is spread over five years and
covers 41 trib: es of Gan-

ga. Rs. 7272 crore has been
set aside for interventions in
existing, defunct projects
while Rs. 12,728 crore has
been allocatgd for new ini-

tiatives. This is a four-fold
 Dew gov-
ernment came to power.
Since 1985, Rs. . 4168.55 crore:
has been spent on cleaning

increase since

the river.,
The National Mission for

Clean Ganga.that has been

assigned the task of cleaning

" the river, is focussed on

abatement of pollution and

has designed its mterven--

tions around |
it is seeking pa ershlps
and is tailoring its projects
so that state governments,
local municipalities and

panchayats have a stake and
take ownership of the pro-
Jects for sustainability, To

speed up ﬂl& process of
cleanmg the rive

pation  of mshtut:lons,
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S’tuppmg pollutants from coming into the Gangﬁ a
priority, say officials of the Ganga Mission.

'donors, overseas Indians,

business and corporate
houses to donate their might
and money for projects or

; sponsunng projects to c]x;an,

up the river . Already pilot
pro_lects have been launched

in eight cities. The cha]]enge-

is to set up a drainage system

in thickly | populated cities.

The urgent need is to

bring down lean season BOD
levels in the river to 10 mg/

litre/day, the Total Suspend-
ed Solid levels to 10 mg/

litre/day and Total Faecal

_ priority,” say senior officials

‘take their pick in tackling

Blitz

Co]lform ‘to 100 mg/lltre/
day. These levels run into
over lakhs at present.

' "‘Stoppmg pollutants from
coming into the Ganga are a

of the Mission. Donors and
phﬂanthmp;st agencies can

surface pollution and can
contribute, say, for river sur-
face cleaning ‘equipment

which range from Rs. 60,000 |

to Rs. 12 crores. They can
sponsor improved electric or
wood-based crematonums
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. NewDelhi: One year maynot Though making a law with
| beenough for him to show re- criminal provisions is not pri-
LI sults as far as his pet Ganga Unty at the moment when the
' cleaning project is con-  still has to create ade-
cerned, but PM Narendra _mmﬂe- anti-pollution infras-
Modi is determined to dem- trueture, the idea continues to
. onstrate substantial pro- be part of the official dis-
: gress on the issue when his Plantation & courseonGangauleamng
: government goes to the polls Al SN A law on this matter was

at the end of its term. A time-
line for this complex assign-

i ment, discussed in the Cabi- 2,525 km Ganga rejuvenation in
i net last week, indicates that untreated water from flowing \_long Gang March when Modi called for
: the Centre wants to stop com- into river) all 144 drains; 65 an “uncompromising mis-
i pletely untreated water flow- have already bEEI'I tapped ¢ : - sion-mode approach” to stop
: Ing info the river by March 7 ' C ent | s . pollution of theriver.

. 2019and willpossibly armau- = | s > Setting up a workforce of ' Officials, however, indicat-
: thorities with a law having Sl | trashcollectorsbyinvolving ed that the priority right now
- provisions to penalize pollu- : > 100% sanitation coverage urban Iocal bodles (ULBs) is to set up infrastructure, in-
: tersbythattime. : fﬂi' L557 Gram Panchayats ) e cluding STPs and CETPs, to
. The water resources and > Pra\rismn thm‘bl'c T s T stop polluted water from flow-
. Ganga rejuvenation ministry | amenities atChar Dham ing into the river and involve
- has been in discussion with | Yatraand Ganga Sagar urban local bodies (ULBS) for

- other ministries, including ur-
_ ban  development, environ:

Deccan Herald
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of medi
plants along

lution and maintaining sus-

under a Parliament Act is the

of Ganga cleaning in a much

discussed as one of the key
agenda of the meeting on

implementation of various
schemes so that it can be main-

- ment and law, over four differ-  tainable cleanliness. most possible course if, at all, more effective manner The tained and operated on a sus-
‘ent drafts which talk about Converting the National the government finally de- NGRBA is the key body that tainable basis.
possibility of framing a law Ganga River Basin Authority  cides to opt for a legal provi- monitors planning and execu- For thefullreport, log on
with objectives of abatingpol- (NGRBA) inte a commission  sion toprovideteethtoitstask  tion of all schemes of Ganga to www.timesofindia.com
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ZiaHaq R first public-private partnership
» 7iahaoBhindustantimes.com W i i m programme next month on test
i e mode in eight towns.
NEW DELHI: Aiming to steer more — The project involves installing
private participation into its pet and maintaining equipment to
Ganga clean-up mission, the trap “visible”, floating pollutants
Modi government has asked on theriver’s surface. The equip-
corporates, cash-rich spiritual ment inelude fence-like devices
organisations and the global called booms to physically cordon
Indian community to fund spe- floating debris from ghats and
cific projects of the programme. high-tech aerators th
Indians abroad could get the oxygen essenti ¢ b
projects adopted by them named down biological wastes.
.after family members. To institutionalise the frame-
The move stems from the § o R work, the government has called
government'’s view that the ' ' for proposals from organizations
programme reguires “all-round  m Choked by filth, India’s holiest and potential investors and dohors.
participation to succeed” and riveris dying a slow death. HT FILE For instance, spiritual erganisa-
previous efforts had suffered as tions,such asthe oneled by Kerala-
they were entirely bureaucracy-  towns along the river is treated.  based Mata Amritanandamayi,
driven, a senior official said. On May 13, the Union cabi- and sanitation NGO Sulabh
A third of India’s 1.2 billion  net had approved the flagship International have volunteered
peopleliveinthefloodplainsalong  Namami Gange programme  tobuild community toilets, A sen-
the 2510-km river: An icon of the with a budget outlay of 320,000 iorgovernmentofficial confirmed
Hindu faith, it is dying a slow  crore for the next five years--a  thatanundisclosed numberof pri-
death due tofilth, untreated sew-  four-fold increase. The National  vate organizations will be taking
age and industrial runoff. Only ~ Mission for Clean Ganga, the onsimilarroles when the project
about 45% of the 11 billionlitres  authority implementing the  kicksoff in June. _
of sewage generated from 181  programme, is set tolaunch the CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
L | .
Govt wants
corporates, NRIs
to adopt clean
Ganga projects

.. To ensure dubious firms
don’t plough in slush money,

~ contributors will have to sub.
/' mitdocumentary proof of legal
~ status and details of registra-
tion, foreign contribution and
financial status. A committee

v

with members from relevant
government departments will
vet the entries, 0N L

_ The government is also keen
onroping in Indians abroad
among whom Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is popular,
Donations by overseas Indians
will be routed through the
India Development Foundation
of Overseas Indians, a not-
for-profit trust set up by the
ministry of overseas Indian

ﬁfairs.@ {H"‘?

THE GOVERNMENT 15 (C)
ALSO KEEN ON ROPING
ININDIANS ABROAD
AMONG WHOM PRIME

MINISTER NARENDRA
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

Fhkhikik

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

i

C\Ygsi "ng%’l 2

stant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

E?’/B'@h (English) & Publicity ; s gy

i

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &\Viember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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