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" SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT e
b CHENNAI 5 '

‘" The Centre has mformed the
~ Rajya Sabha that prior con-
* sent from the Tamil Nadugo-

vernment is “not required”

. for the collection of baseline -
" data for the Ppreparation of
“the Environmental Impact
sessment (EIA) report fo
3 the Kerala government’s
| proposal to buﬂd anew dam -
t Mullaperiyar.
In response :co a queryf -
from DMK MP Kanimozhi in-
fthe Upper ‘House, Union Mi-
inister of State for Environ- .
fment, Forest and Climate

solutlo : U

)

Legal remedy: leerty had been granted to the parties to
“apply to the'bourt if they were unable to arrive atan amlcable
mster Mahesh Sharma said. -

..... in the

Deccar Chromc)e

Deccan Herald

The Timés of India (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times

TN consent notneeded for grant
of TOR for new Mullapenyar dam

.'=~;Terms of Reference granted asper EIA notlﬁcatlon Mlmster

iChange Mahesh Sharmasstat-  report, he s t 5:?. sent/amlcable ~ solution
red that the ministry-had ‘A condition had been stip-  passed in this regard should
igranted the Terms of Refe-  ulate i %R letter, he  be submitted while applying
srence (ToR) for the construc- ~ said.’ 5: “As per the for = environmental
gnon of a new ‘Mullaperiyar ruling upreme Court, - clearance?” : :

i dam on November 14, 2018. - in its Judgment dated May 7, ~Ms. Kanimozhi sought to

’ The grant of ToR was as
" per the Environment Impact

“Assessment (EIA) Notifica-
‘tion, 2006, and a subse-
i'quent amendment in 2009,
‘along with the conditions for
_preparation of the EIA/EMP

2014, liberty has been grant-

dam.
o Therefore, mutual con-

‘ed to the parties to apply to -

the court if they are unable

' ‘to arrive at some amicable

« solution regardmg the newm-x;
- tion of the Supreme Court

- judgment. -

. know whether the ministry

granted ToR for data collec-

_tion for the EIA study to-

‘wards construction of a new
damin Mullaperiyar in viola-
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NGT raps =

groundwaternctlﬁcatlon

Asks other partles to put forth the1r responses by January 2

| STAFF REPGRTER  the go
PIEMREIEL ) el T the agrinnlture sectorwr]lbe
. The National Green Trlbunal - exempt from the fees, -
. -on Tuesday rapped the Un- notlﬁca’aon had sa1d
ion Water Resources Minis-
- try over its notification per-
! taining  to groundwater
“extraction,
- A Bench headed by NGT  gui
¢ Chalrperson Justice Adarsh o
Kumar Goel came down hea- =~ Y
_vily on the Ministry and said = “The
 that the notification, issued - wit
. on December 12, was agamst
“national mterest” _the

“No objecnon certlﬁcate :
“In the notification, the Mi-
i nistry had said that indus-
| tries. extractmg groundwater

. : ign
“water consummg mdustnes

Water.Arlthonty for faﬂm 1g to

before the NGT ;

~ However, statmg -that
merely imposing a cost was
ot enough to curb ground
ater extraction, the green
anel"has asked other par-
ties, including the petltron
ers, to put forth their sugges-
ons and ob]ectlons to the
gurde]mes -
“While askmg the petmon
ers to file their responses to
the notification byJanuary2,
the Tribunal added that a
ﬂetaﬂed order including the
[ 'ons will be uploaded

GT byJanuary 1.

| and those that use the same  as well as with increasing . curb illegal extraction of
b for packaged drinking water, _ quantum of groundwater ex- groundwater and directed
" would need to apply for a traction,”:read the affidavit - the Ministry to notlfy a poh

~no-objection certificate from submitted by the Ministry cy by December 18 ‘



News 1temJletter/art1cle/edltorlal Published on j 9.l 2 2 0/ 67 inthe

Hindustan Times

Siatesman

The Time of | ndWDe hi)

Indian“Express

Tribline

Wildlife institute all =

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times {Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
TheHindu {New Delhi)

Ra_]asthan Patrika (Hmdf)

“for hydel projects in
Arunachal tlger zone

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 18

DEVIATING FROM recommen-
dations made by statutory pan-
els under the Environment
Ministry, the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII) has virtually

- cleared the way for atleast two_

proposed mega hydel power
projects inArunachal Pradesh’s
Dibang Valley and Lohit districts,
one of India’s most biodiverse
‘Jandscapes.

The move by the premier in-
stitute under the Ministry comes
-at atime when a three-year sur-
‘vey conducted by the WII'sown
tesearchers reported sightings of
tigersin the high-altitude forests

" pfthe Dibang Valley.
Records reviewed by The
]ndlan Express show that in one
rase — the 3,097 MW Etalin hy-
: del project to be jointly devel-
oped by Jindal Power and the
' Arunachal government — the
Wil was asked by the Ministry to
assess the feasibility of the plan
that requires 1,166 hectares of
forestland in the valley.
The Ministry’s move followed
a recommendation from its
Forest Advisory Comumittee (FAC)

[

The Lower Demwesite.
Environment Ministry

et s S

e

to conduct an environment im- |

pact assessment study. Instead, |
the Wil initiated a study to find |
how the project’s impact on |
wildlife can be minimised — the
institute is expected to submitits
final conservation plan soon.

In the second case, records - -

show, the Wil was asked to con-
duct a hydrology/ecology study
by the National Board for .

Wildlife (NBWL) for the 1,750 |

MW Lower Demwe hydel proj-
ect in Lohit district by Athena
Demwe Power Limited (ADPL),
a Special Purpose Vehicle of
Athena Energy Ventures PvtLtd.
However, records show, the
WII held three meetings with
ADPL “to find a way forward”

e

VWildlife institute
for hydel pr()]ects

and conclude threemonths :
: "oncanbea]— :

Indzan Express, WII dxrectorv B
. Mathur said: “In both cases,

‘there were some deficienciesin
the previous studies and we

b  were: asked to stepin. Given the

hmrtanons ofnmeavaﬂable we

| did our best. Decisions regard-

~ ing project clearance are taken

bythe Ministry and the Wil can-

. not assume either way while
sharing its recommendations.”

‘Siddhanta Das, director gen-

~eral (forests), Environment
Ainiatmrmaladattha naccihil-

g 1ty of the ‘WII mﬂuencmg dea—
sion-making. “The norms are
. clear.Ifthe Wil does research for
- private clients, it willnotbe part
- ofthe decrsrormnakmg process
_ inthe Ministry. Ifit meets devel-
[ npersontheMjmstry's behalf it
- will place the details before the
Mlnrstry totakea call” he said.

_ recommendations of the FAC
_ and NBWL were not followed.
~ “Itisforthe NBWL and the
- Committee topoint out such di-
| lutionsin subsequent meetings.
" But compositions keep chang-
- ing and few are keen to take on
 the Ministry...when Wil recom-
-mends a project, there is no
grcund to denyyrt clearance,”

sought an 1mpactassessmer1t
§ study durmga}:ebruaryzow

e FAC found the exrstmg im-
act assessment study inade-
uate and sought multiple sea-

eciding on the Etalin project...

- mitigation plan,” said Deepak
pte, director, BombayNatural
istory Society, who resigned
the FAC eks after that
meeting.
However, in an advertrse-
ent to hire researchers for the
éstudymDecemberZOH the WII
{ described the nine-month proj-
_ect as “Preparation for Wildlife
‘Conservation Plan for Impact
| Zone of ] Etalin HEP”. |
. Thelndian Express. has learnt
that as part of the Etalin dam
dy, aWIltearn deployed cam-

4era trapsaround the project’s
impactzone during January-
April. G V Gopi, the WII re-
“searcher who conducted the
tiger survey,wasalso partof the
study at the dam site. However,
_when contacted by The Indian
Express Gopi declined com-

- Mathurand Das deniedthat

: idrology and ecology of three

nal rephcatestudles before

: notatonservatwn oerpact R

Deccar; Chronicle
Deccan Herald
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

" The Economic Times

ingbyéninterimdraft(of ;
. theWII s conse;vanonplan) we
tive

ok port,”sard ajJindal Powerofficial,
speaking to TheIndian Express
condmon of anonymity.
In the neighbouring Lo it
ezdlstnct the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had set aside the
’:APIO_] ject’s green clearancesin -
. October 2017, with a three-
memberexpert committeerec-
| ommending “a comprehensive
;peer ~reviewed study on the hy-

‘the

‘WIIto submititsreportin three

months and the institute con-

éduc:ted a“rapld foot survey’ over
20days. .

. "Whenthe wiI will ﬁnd out ~

. ithelimits of peaking operations

% only after two years, why is it
| recommending construction of

] E the dam today?” asked Bimal

+ Gogol, a conservationist who

o had challenged th e pro;ectbe—

fore the NGL 5
“Records also show that the
Edeveloper ADPL, was taken to
i'the National Company Law
2Appellate Tribunal by Indian
* Bank for alleged non-payment

- tof Rs 334 crore in loans. In

‘September 2017, the Tribunal
_initiated corporate insolvency
resolution proceedings in the
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a }wﬂl And you ve got a]l
“those people depending on

. the glacier for water,” said
Lonnie Thompson, a cli-

- mate scientist at Ohlo State :
‘University. ¥

; esearc-hers showed that

- Climate change .is
 glaciers in the Himalay:
. melt more rapldly
& any pomt in the last 10, 000
and could 5001 ; cause

L :
i "Nepal astudyhas warned.
‘Researchers from Oth populauons it
State Unxver51ty in the Us. “The glaciers in Peru sup-
! ply crmcally needed water
~for people, ﬂ‘OpS and
Tivestock.
“The ’mtemauonal re-:
‘tains “and the earch team dubbed the pla
: plateau : ~teati the “Third Pole” be-
“ “By 2100, the best case cause it contains the: largest
. scenario is that half of the  stores of freshwater in the
: ! ‘ice will disappear. ‘Worst- orld outside of the'-North
) \_ case scenarlo two ﬂnrds of

e

T T T




NeWs 1tem/leﬁer/artlcle/edltorlal Pubhshed on :2-9 : / 2 20 /8

Hindustan Times
Statesman
The Time of india (New Delhi)

md]angE\xp}sg\
Tribtn

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
TheHindu {(New Delhi)

RE_]ESLhEﬂ Patrika (Hmm)

. in the

Deccan Chromci
Deccan Herald
The Times of india (A)
Business standard

" The Economic Times

and documented at Bhagirath (Eng/ish) & Fublicity Secfion, CWC

RAJMEET SINGH
.~ TRIBUNE N'EWS SERVICE 1
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 18
Following the vmthdrawa
! of ‘the Punjab ‘Water
Resources (Management

| Chief _+Capt

| Amarinder Singh is learn

Minister

f

“ Department of Water
|§

i

I| the issue again in the Cab-
inet meetmg after consult-
| ing ministers.

i The Bill which focuses
| on setting up the Punjab
| Water ' Regulation and
Development  Authority
| was withdrawn dunng the
| recently’ held winter ses-

! sion of Vidhan Sabha due

" to opposition by ministers,
espemally those represent-
| ing urban areas. :

edfthe authonty is formed
call line departments supply-
mg water will automatically
| come under the Water
Resources Department for
. the purpose of fixing the
" water tariff.

“The tariff should not be
kept in the ambit of the reg-
ulatory“'body that could take
other eorrectwe measures.

| and Regulation) Bill, 2018,

ffisto have directed the

{| Resources to take up

use, except agriculture

-Sanitation

wants o g[V W
mgmt Bill another shot

@6 With the depleting

; over—explontatlon of

groundwater and regulate
the constructlon ofany

structure for extractiOn”of
ground water for domestic,
commercnal and industrial

A s’e‘niqrfgovernmem{functiopary :

This needs wider ct consensus

vas it owill bhave political
,1mphcat10ns in urban and

rural areas . as recovermg

the defaultmg amount and

mereasmg the:sianff is a
sensmve 1ssue said one oi

have notbeen paid by users
to the Water Supply and

Department
over the years Snmlarly,

it i e L g e

ater

users in civic bodies have
‘not paid their water bill
dues. The department in

_ turn owes Rs 600 crore to

~ the Punjab State Power
Corporation.

Food and Supplies Mlms-
‘ter Bharat Bhushan Ashu
said like the power regula-

‘ "'tory ‘commission, the pro-

- posed water tariff could be

_increased every year

It has been pointed- out
that ‘the government has

: kept the farming commu-
_ mity out of the ambit of the
- proposed regulatory body
 despite the agriculture

-sector responsible for the

90 per cent of the water
‘,NConsuxnptlon s

A senior government
: ﬁmctlonary said mth the

_ depleting ~ water  table,
 there was an urgent need
to check over-explmtatlon
of ground water.
 Tejdeep Smgh a semor
scientist with the Central
GroundWaterBoard ‘said,
‘The authorlty s a must

v»;,as far as Pumab is con-

- cerned. But, regulation is
“mneeded, keepmg in mind
the economy of ‘the

“particular sector.”
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"To save Dal La](e

UNE was SERVICE

esmmm, DECEMBER 18
EIn a desperate move to save
«ailing lake in Srinagar,
Army ‘men have joined
‘efforts to clean up the Dal
F¥Lake, which is at the heart of
iKashmlr s tourism industry.
;‘ An official of the Lakes and
{Waterways 1 Development ¢
Authority. (LAWDA) said 100
[ soldiers were working for the
t *past two days to clean up the
| lake, which is facing an exis-
| tential crisis due to the out-
f»mgwwth of lilies and weeds.
I " The soldiers start the exer-
i~ cise of removing lily patches
‘from the lake early morning

still stib-zero, The uprooted
lilies are. collected in ]
wand dumped on the bahks

Hindustan (Hindi) .
Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu (New Delhi)
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald
The Timés of india (A)
Business standard
- The Economic Times

| ®According to the state

| since 2002 but lttle .

- 'sands of tourists arriving

‘government, X759 crore
‘has beenspentonthe =
cconservation ofthe
- world famous Dal Lake

has been achieved to
prevent its decay.

® Once pristine and pictur-
esque, the Dalis at the *

heart of the tourism circuit |

of the Kashmir valley and
-serves as a base forthou-

inthe region eachyear.

n somal medla, a Netiz
' when the temperatures are ﬁescnbedv

perennial high-alfitude glacial

- ~melt and run-off from a catch-

* ment spread over more than
350 sqkm, has & fotal area of

25,76 sgkm and is 1he focus of

Rl <L el g

'eonhnued consexvatlon eﬂ“orts

The increased ' human

_interference - over . the
" ‘decades and the slow and
. unscientific ' - conservation

efforts in the ipast have

» resulted ' in . continuous
. degradation of the lake with
- enfry of sewage and high-
| nutrient load posing a major
. challenge to its eco-system.

"The water expanse of the
lake covered by lilies is esti-
mated to be 6 sgkm. The
LAWDA Jaunched a major
clean-up drive of the lake in

- July and pressed into service

nearly 1,000 skilled -and
unskilled labourers to uproot
Jlilies and ' another. 500 for

3 deweedmg The official said

15 stm of . h.ly 'patches

“have' so far been uprooted in
Y thepast six months,

e ——
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/Cold wave fr()m tomOrroW
temperature t{);dlp to 4 Celsius

warm December since 2015,

where the minimum tempera-
ture did not go below 5 degrees
Celsiusthroughoutthe month.In
2014, it had dropped to 2.6 de-
grees Celsius, and in 2013 it was

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 18

'IHECAPITALiseipectedtoseéa .
three-day-long cold wave start- |

ing Thursday, officialsatthelndia recordedat2.4 degrees Celsiusfor
| ‘Meteorological . Department, i E3s ‘the month. The lowest minimum
. (IMD) said. : - temperature recorded till date is
i Whilethe mlmmumtemper- AlI‘ quahtywﬂl dlp too \QI/ 1.1 degrees Celsius, in 1945.
_aturewastecordedat5.1 degrees  AbhinavSaha - With temperatures drop-
Celsius onTuesday, whichis 3 de- NS ipmg, air quality isalso set to get
grees belownormal,itis expected - ‘ Sy \worse While the air quality in-
to drop to 4 degrees Celsiusby Tuesday s maximum tem- | dexvalue on Mondaywas337,it

Thursday morning. IMD declares perattire was recorded at 22.3 - ‘rose to 353 on Tuesday.
a cold wave when the tempera- ‘degrees Celsius, normal for this ~ According to the SAFAR forecast,
tureis4 degreesbelownormalfor  time of the year. it will deteriorate for two more
Wee daysinarow. Delhi has seen a relatively days before i unprovmg o

e S



