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Amarinderpromises nottolet
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PATIALA/CHANDIGARHM, 19
FEBRUARY

Punjab chief minister

Amarinder Singh on Tuesday
saidlaid the foundation stones
of three large projects for
canal water supplyin 409 vil-
lagesinPatialaand Fatehgarh
districts, with the promise to
protect the depleting waters
of thesstate and to provide clean
drinking water to its people.

The CM also inaugurated
asewerage project fora clus-
ter of 10 villages near Bahadur-
garhin district Patiala, where
excess fluoride in water is
causing skeletal and dental flu-
0rosis.

While asserting that his
governmentwould not allow
its waters to go out of the
state, the CM appealed to the
people not to waste the pre-
ciousresource and to use the
depleting ground water judi-
ciously. “Wewillnotleave any-
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thing for our future generations
ifwe don't care for our water,”
the CM warned, observing
that the ground water situa-
tion in Punjab was precarious.

With the poor farmers
unable to install big motors,
their plight was particularly
pitiable, he said, pointing out
thathis governmentwas doing
everything possible to help out
such farmers through its farm
debtwaiver and other schemes.

The entire state, said
Amarinder, was facing acute
drinkingwater problem, which
has only aggravated over the
years. Recalling that Mandoli
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wasasmall village backin 1966,
when his mother was con-
testing elections from here, he
said the demand for drinking
water was even then anissue.
He also lamented the conta-
mination of water, which was

. causing health problems

among the people. Describ-
ing the projects as part of his
government'’s ambitious pro-
gramme to provide clear sur-
facewaterto the people of the
state, the CM said it was not
correct to link such projects,
meant for the welfare of the
citizens, with the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections.’
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~ Winter may last till early March as
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~ no let-up in weather disturbances

. Pune: Winter is expected to
linger a little longer than
usual this year with the chill
likely tolast, onand off, tillat
leastthefirst week of March,
according to meteorologists.

February, usually thelast
month of winter in most
parts of India, has been coo--

. ler than usual due to frequ-
ent western disturbances
(WDs)bringing cold weather
into north India. Currently,
the sixth WD of thismonthis
impacting the region and at
Jeast another one is expected
by March1

Met officials say the high
number of WDs this season is

i

Tourists play with snow after a fresh bout f nowfall at Kufri near

Shimla on Tuesday. More snow. is

expected in the hills till Thursday

Rain, hail likely in

Delhi-NCR today

elhi-NCRis likely tosee
thunderstorms with hail,

lightning and strong winds
“from Wednesday afternoontill

Thursday, the Metdepartment
said. Italsoissued awarning
forheavy snow/rainatafew
placesinJ&K,andat isolated
placesinUttarakhand and
Himachal for these two days,
along withraininthe plains.

unusual. The disturbances
have brought widespread
snowfall inthehills in the past
two months and kept tempe-
ratures moderately low in

north and centralIndia.

The current WD will rai-
se temperatures for the next
two days before cold norther-
1y winds start blowing, said

" Cool conditions may not
recede until Feb-end

» Continued fromP 1

nce the current dis-—
turbance passes, there

- will again be a slight

drop in temperatures, Pala-

wat said. He added that cool
conditions may not recede
until February-end.

Palawat said that anoth-

erwesterndisturbanceisex-
pected -around February-
end or March beginning.

“Again, once this disturb- |

ance ~passes, northerly
winds may return, bringing
temperatures down in north
and centralIndia,” hesaid.
Anupam Kashyapi, head
of weatheratIMD Pune,said
that  minimum temper-
atures are likely to be in the

range of 10to 12 degrees Cel-
siusduringtheend of Febru-
ary in parts of north Mad-

‘hya Maharashtra, Marath-
‘wada and north Vidarbha.

“Therisingtrendin daytem-
peratures in early March
may also be curtailed due to
the presence of western dis-

turbances, one after another
‘tillearlyMarch. . .

- #“In association with the

western disturbances, in-

duced cyclonic circulations
over Rajasthan or north-
west MP from time-to-time
may result in some cloudin-
ess over the northern parts

_of the state, ‘curtailing a

sharp rise in maximums,”
heexplained.

Mahesh Palawat, director of
the private weather agency,
Skymet Weather Services.

»Continued on P 22
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