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India’s groundwater
depletionraises concern

i PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KOOM 1B MARTH

India accounts for almost
one-fourth of the total ground-
water extracted globally, more
thanthat of Chinaand the US
combined thus using the

largestamount of groundwater

24 per centofthe global total,
according to anewreport.
Exportoffood and cloth-
ing items, while important
sources ofincome, exacerbates

|- thisproblemif productionis

not made sustainable, mak-
ing it harder for many poor
and marginalised commu-
nities to get access to clean
water supply, warned the
reportrelea-sed to markWorld
Water Day on 22 March.
ThereportbyWaterAid, a
non-profit organisation, titled
“Beneath the Surface: The
State of the World's Water
2019" said India accounted
for almost one-fourth of the

- total groundwater'emactéd
. globallymore than Ch-inaand

US combined.

Itsaid Indiaalso used the
largestamount of groundwater
24 percentofthe global total
- and the country's rate of
groundwater depletion
increased by 23 per cent
between 2000 and 2010.

“India is the third largest
exporter of groundwater 12
per cent of the global total,”
thereportsaid. It further said
wheat and rice were the two
mostimportantand highest
water-guzzling crops that
India produced.

“Riceistheleastwater-effi-
cientgrainandwheathasbeen
themain driverinincreasing

drrigation stress. Replacing

rice and wheat with other
crops like maize, millets,
sorghum mapped to suit-
able geographies could reduce
irrigation water demand by
one-third,” the report said
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Mercury hits 30°C, breaks 26- day

@tlmesgroup com :

- New De1h1 Summer ﬁnally
appearstobe catching upwith
- the capital. Two days before
Holi, the mercury crossed 30
degrees Celsius for the first
- timethisyear onTuesday,end-
_ ingamarathon run of 26 days
of belownormal maximum
. temperatures in the city.

- weather station, recorded a
~high of 31.8degrees Con Tues-
day; one notch above normal.
~ This was the first time since
- February 21 that the temper-
- ature crossed the normal for
the day — underscoring just
- how mild the month of March
~ hasbeen in the capital sofar.

b Thisisalsothefirsttimein
r four years that the first 30-de-

o

| run of belo

: Tiv- 90+ P-AD
Amit.Bhattacharya

Safdarjung, the city’smain -

FIRST 39°G{DAY OF THE YEAR
2019t @ 22 Feb | ;
2013 - a4Mart:h i :
2014 Lrgiigs: iy ;15March
2015+ . 0720 March
2016 it
2017 } EﬂSFeb
2018 21 Feb
2019

1

Feb

greedayof theyearinthe capi-
tal has come after March 15.
The last three years saw 80+
temperatures in February it-
self. In 2015, the first day of 30-
degree temperature was re-

corded on March 20,adaylater

than inthe currentyear.

© “The rise in day temper-
aturesisinassociation withan
approaching western disturb-
ance. Tomorrow is likely to be
just as hot while day temper-
atures will drop by a degree or

twofromthedayafter;thatison
Holi,” said BP Yadav, head of

w-normal temperatures

‘IMD’s Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre in the capital.

There is a probability, al-
though low, of light rain on
‘Wednesday, Yadav said. Not just
day temperatures, nights too
have been much cooler than
normal so far Night temper-
‘atures have remained below

*normal since February 24.

That’s 23 days and counting.
‘Theminimum on Tuesday was
12.8 degrees C, a good four
‘notchesbelownormal.

" " Interms of average temper- -

‘atures, both the maximum and
minimuminMarchsofarareas
much as 3 degrees below nor-
mal. That’s a significant devia-
tion which confirms — if any

‘confirmation were needed —

that Delhiites have experienced
-along winter this year, spilling
into themonth of March. >
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“Furnish details of rainwater

il

harvestmg systems in schools

STAFF REPORTER H-Do0
NEW DELHI

i The Nanonal Green Tnbuna]

TS —

C 1for th
(9 MHRD submits

NGT Bench dlrects MHRD dlsmlsses exemptlon requests

by the office of Directorate
of Education.”

(NGT) has directed the Mi- ;tizgfigishe Educational sites
! nistry of Human Resource R The North Delhi Municipal
| Development (MHRD) to fur- Fequlsne. Gorporation informed: the
E nish information pertaining information and tribunal that out of 568 edu-
| to the status of installation of therefere,:he seeks  (ational sites, rainwater har-

. rainwater harvesting sys- short time to file vesting systems have been

" tems in Kendriya and Navo- affidavitonrecord = installed at 382 sites.

daya Vidyalayas. with regard to the ~ It [North Delhi Municipal
E A Bench headed by NGT status of rainwater Corporation] has also been
| judicial member Justice harvesting system submitted that at 29 sites,
¢ Raghuvendra S. Rathore in schools ‘the installation work is in

i said, “Counsel for the MHRD
| submits that in so far as in-
. stallation of rainwater har-

"} vesting system in Kendriya

} record with regard to the sta-
i tus of rainwater harvesting
| system in these schools. He
‘g})ﬁe affidavit in a week.”
/. Further, the Bench dis-
\missed requests from two

NGT BENCH

schools, who sought exemp-
tion from the %5 lakh envi-

orities within the specified
time to seek exemption, the
Bench said, “It [the school]
has grossly failed to abide by
the order passed by the tri-
bunal as well as notice given

progress. It has further been
submitted by the counsel for
the corporation that in res-
pect to 84 sites, it is not feas-

: 'E and Navodaya Vidyalayas is ronmental compensation ible to have rainwater har-
} concerned, he has received  for failing to install the rain- vesting systems,” the Bench
i:the requisite information  water harvesting systems. noted.

t and therefore, he seeks Stating that the schools The directions came .
short time to file affidavit on  had failed to approach auth- ~ when the green panel was

hearing an execution appli-
cation filed by city resident
Mahesh Chandra Saxena
who sought compliance of a

' ‘November 2017 order of the

NGT.,



