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Pre-monsoon rain 22% short SO
far large deﬁc1ency in 7 states

So far, 22 states and Umon

# r’Iemtorxes have had deficient rain
- “(shortby20%ormore), includingseven
..-with large deficiency (60% of more).

P vanced into South Andaman Sea and

i< 17 ok g U

- PRE-MONSOON RAINFALL since condi ons'are:favbumblefori‘ttoreadl ¥
1. March has been 22% deficient so far,
- according to India Meteorological .
- Department (IMD) data. From March -
* 1toMay 19, the country hashad 82.1
- mm rainfall against the normal of
- 104.6 mm for this stage. Pre-monsoon
_1ain is vital to agriculture in severa] 1
parts of the country.

l LargeEvcess ( 60% 6’ more)

- Excess(20%t059%)

Nomuzl_ (-19%t0 19%)

- Deficient (-59t0-20%)
LargeDeﬁamt( -99t0-60%)

_ Norain(-100%)

; No data

the North Andaman Sea and the

AndmnanlslandsmﬂleneHZ 3days, |
‘PI‘IquotedlMDassaymgFromMamh
~ 1toApril 24, the overall deficiencyhad |
‘been27%.Thelowerdeficiencynowfol- . | -

lows rainfall over the East and
Northeast. A PTI report said the defi-
ciencyhadreducedto22%byMarch15
(759 mmagainstanormalof 968 mm).

Until March 15, the South -
Peninsula had a pre-monsoon defi-

-ciency of 46%, followed by Northwest

’ - Rainfalthasbeennormalinsevenother ~ Subdivision with 36%,and Eastand = |

Y| . states, and in excess in five states (in- Northeastwith 7%. There was no OVEl'— =

i|  cludingthree with large excess). all deficiency inthe centralregion.
) The southwest monsoon has ad— - Source: IndlaMeteomloglcalDepamnent“ &

.(mcludmgmap),P'H mpumntext PR
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‘Vlllager's damage dam

Press Trust of India
Ieners@hlndustannmes com

' NASHIK: Tnanincident underhn-

- villagers allegedly damaged a =

ing severity of water crisis in
drought-hitMaharashtra, some

. gate of the Dhanoli dam in
. Nashik district to divert stored

water, police said Sunday.

! Thebreach led to flooding of
. fields offarmers and wastage of

lakhsoflitresof water.
Police have arrested four per-

. sons from Dalwat village for

. allegedly damaging the gate of

' thedamon Saturdayevening,

. Theincidenthasfurtherwor-

sened the water scarcity situa-
_ tionin the north Maharashtra

- district, W1thnear1y50% oftotal

15 TMC feet water stock in the
.dam being wasted after the
- breach, said irrigation depart-
- mentexecutiveengineer Abhijit
' Roundal. “Thisisanunfortunate
incident,” he added.

Several districts in Maha-
rashtraarereelingunder severe
droughtthisyear, with many vil-
lagers totally dependent on
water tankers. Several villages
havebeenreceivingwater tank-
ersonceinthreedays.

Accordingtopolice, some peo-
plelost their patience and dam-
aged the gate of the dam at
around 6 pm Saturday. A police
official said thatsudden gushing
of waterinfields caused panic.

" The Economic Times
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dents o i der strat-  ducted with maximum involve-
ks Theacnonplan‘ ould begin tivities! \S lsin t udents, teachers,
head ( tinge )l mat ent committee
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£ ' 1ectr,16 rojeotm curren‘t-

ater shortage. -

: t -
it currem' STOCK Is. meruly pnaw patl
o8 TMO, the official said’” © next" few days,” Power
‘The:#1y 000 MW fourth : generatmn ‘capacity of
phase oi the Koyna hydro- damis1,920 MW. — PTI
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gNasa Evidence of water
 found on Ultmla Thule .

Washmgton Nasa
! found evidence for a umque
!'mixture of methanol, water
t ice, and organicmolecules on
! Ultima Thule’s surface —the
/ farthest world ever explored
! by mankind. The US space

| agency haspublished theﬁrst ;
" profile of Ultima Thule —

5 ancient relic from the era of
P ‘planet formation — with de- °

I tails about the complex space

"\ object. Analysingjustthefirst-

! sets of data gathered during
[ the New Horizons space-

- | craft's New Year’s 2019 flyby of -

ithe Kuiper Belt object 2014

MUB9 — mcknamed Ultima |
Thule — unveil much about
the object’s development, ge- .
ology and composition. A
Researchers are also in-
vestigating arange of surface
features on it, such as bright
spots and patches, hills and

- troughs,and cratersand pits. .

Accordingto the research
published in ‘Science’, the
teamfoundewdenceformeﬂx—

- anol; water ice, and organic

molecules on Ultima Thule’s
surface— amixture different
from icy objects explored pre-
viously by spacecraft. pi

- The Economic Times
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~ Sanjay Lakhe Patll a
actmst a]legedthatthestate DOV

‘MUMBAI In afa cry from last
year’ssituation, ZGreservousm
EMaharashtrahavereached“zero ;
storage asonMay 18, according
to statlstlcsputoutbytheWate :
Conservatlon department of’rhe :
stategovernment.”
5 . The department webs1te_
. informed that water storage in
Aurangabad Division, which
comprises Aurangabad ‘Beed,
Hingoli, Parbha.mandOsmana ;
- bad districts, was 0
_ against2344 %at the
lastyear. - :
4 Thedamsmthesedlwsmnar
| Paithan, Manjara, MaJalgaon
& Yeldari, Slddeshwar Lowe
~ Terna, SmaKolegaonandLower
- Dhudna, all of which have zero
. storage at the moment, he
departmentmformed :
. The storage in these damsin
? Maylastyear was34.95 %mPa1t¢ o
b ‘han,21.24 ,%inManjara,l’l,’vs %in

;campsforcatﬂemthe drought af-
;fectedregmnswasnotproper

. Termingitan “animal farm” .
tuatlon Where only the ﬁttest

asﬁ'ongpohmalleaders got catﬂe
camps, fodder, waterintheir dis-
mctsm]arge numbers, whereas
droughtrehef should have been
distributed equitably.”

_ BothNCPchief! SharadPawar ,
and Congress stateunitpresident.
Ashok Chavan have been rou-
 tinely attacking the Devendra
Fadnavis-government on the
droughtsituationinthestate. -

- TheBJPhasrejected this criti-
cismandhassaidthatithasbeen
_putting technology to effective
usetomomtorthe drought situa-

#‘
E

‘Meanwhile, ’Ihsgao damin
Nashik and Totladohin’ Nagpur
‘have0.01and 0.08 %waterrespec-
’uvely‘ltsald waterstorageinthe
~ state’s 103 large,' medium and_
ma]lreservmrs stood atu 84%, 0
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Drowning in the current

Nuanced interventions, not bureaucratic silos, will help to clean the Ganga

SoOwMIYA ASHOK

IN NOVEMBER LAST year, three men from
Bihar entered a drain in Varanasi. They were
promised Rs 5,000 each, quickincome intime
for their visit home for Chhath Puja. Within the
hour, two of them fainted, and died from the
noxious gases. Their cousin, who escaped with
abroken leg, told me that they were daily wa-
gers who worked only on construction sites.
They were not equipped to enter drains.

But on that day, they were rounded up,
and promised more money to break a con-
crete wallinside alarge drain that would di-
vert sewage towards the Dinapur Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP). The work was part of
a Rs 34-crore sewage network, contracted
locally under the National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG). But no safety equipment
was provided to any of them. Two days later,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi flew to
Varanasi toinaugurate the STP at Dinapur as
part of his government's efforts to clean the
Ganga. The men's names found no mention
in the FIR filed four days after the incident.

On April 26, when Modi filed his nomi-
nation to contest once again from Varanasi
in the ongoing general elections, he told an
Aaj Tak reporter that “water should alsobe a
festival”. “In the past,water bodies were wor-
shipped. Had these left liberals treated (the)
Ganga like mother, nobody would have pol-
luted the river,” he said. “Indians considered
the Ganga to be so holy that it would wash
sins. Throwing trash into the Ganga should

be stopped. Sewage should not flow into the
Ganga. | have focussed on that, the results
are there to see.”

But what about all those people who
might think of the Ganga as their mother?
What about their source of livelihood for that
hour, day, week, month, year, or even life-
time? For those men from Bihar, tasked to
smash awallinside a drair, it was wages that
would pay for a child's tuition, a parent’s ail-
ment. This is the case for several other men
and women who live and work along a river
that flows over 2,200 kms across five states.
They serve as the frontline staff who carry
out the dirty work during festivals, like the
Kumbh Mela, so that politicians can later take
credit in campaign speeches.

Take Kanpur, for example. Six writ peti-
tions have been filed over the last nine years
by a supervisor, an operator, a scrubber oper-
ator, a safai karamchari, and two pump oper-
ators at the Common Effluent Treatment Plant
(CETP)in Jajmau.

These petitions have demanded regulari-
sation of work, better pay, health benefits, and
provident fund options for the 200-odd men
who manage a plant that treats tannery waste
laced with chromium in the most polluted
cityalong the river. The menare sick, and have
been getting sicker over the last two decades
— skindisorders, lung problems, heart condi-
tions. They showed me the pills they take, the
prescriptions they carry in their shirt pockets,

the contaminated bore-well water they can-
not drink. Nobody eats vegetables grown in
Jajmau.

Many of them have worked at the CETP
for nearly two decades and speak fondly
about a river on the banks of which they
grew up. Eighty per centof the funds (nearly
Rs 20,000 crore) sanctioned under the
NMCG, till six months ago, had gone towards
putting in place sewage infrastructure —an
integral part of which is the labour thatruns
the show. They bear the brunt to make the
Ganga safe and clean for those who have the
privilege to worship the river as their mother.

If the goal is to have a cleaner river, the
objective should be to make more nuanced
interventions. The cleanliness of the river on
the ground is driven by engineering. The on-
site senior engineers at STPs, overwhelm-
ingly men from mechanical and electrical
backgrounds, think of cleanliness “within
norms”. It narrows down to checking boxes
after parameters have been met.

This does not consider the health of the
worker, the health of the river from an envi-
ronmental standpoint or ensuring that the
processes in place work smoothly. The re-
sponsibility for cleaning the river instead
seems to be cordoned off, contained within
the compound walls of the executing agen-
cies across the cities that [ visited.

The official version of how the system
works is straightforward: Intercepting pol-

luting drains, diverting and capturing it ata
particular place, pumping it towards an STP,
and treating the sewage to reduce the level of
contaminants before pouring it back into the
river. Itis a policy that works perfectly in the-
ory, but encounters hiccups in sprawling
cities which have a chronic plastic pollution
problem and where numerous houses are
not connected to the sewerage network.
Aninteraction [ witnessed in Kanpur be-
tween two officials, one from the Jal Nigam
and another from the Kanpur Nagar Nigam,
arguing over who is responsible for keeping
solid waste out of the drain, was telling. The
officials disagreed on how to ensure that
people don't dump waste into the drain.
Meanwhile, behind them, sittingonalow
wall of the Sisamau Nallah was Barlun Nisha.
“All the city waste flows into the drain,” she
told me. “People throw mattresses and any-
thing else they want todispose off. In the mon-
soon, we wade through sewage in our homes
because the drain overflows into our homes.”
Behind her, a Nagar Nigam truck dips a fork
claw into the drain and excavates solid waste
and dumps it in the truck. There was no clear
idea as to where the waste will be taken.
Residents gather to watch — children are
pushed back for their safety. Someone shared
a story of a child having fallen into the drain
30yearsago, and found floating on the Ganga.

sowmiya.ashok@expressindia.com
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