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standlng crop in the fields
in seven ofits districts worth

- aboutRs 243 crore causing

clone T1t11‘(':aused_'

ad damage tocrops

onTuesday after wit ssmg‘
the extensive .

- Godavari and
deltas who were
o harvest their kharif

: -rop, followed by those who

d sown maize and tob ac-

fishermen and the. people :

toremainindoors:

. casualtles

onstraint, Moreover,
cultural 1abourersf were

hief: ruster N Chan-
érababu Naidu hasassured

nsa’uon once enumera-

‘However, opposmon
RCP lambasted the gov-

ernment for overlooking

haswreaked havoc causmg :
xtensive crop damage in -

ast and West Godavaridis

ricts, Krishna and Guntur
and atlesserscaleinnorth

oastal districts of Srikaku-.

am, Vizianagaram and

Visakhapatnam. The dam

gewasroughlyestimated -
i to be Rs 243 crore and itis

‘bound to rise once water
recedes from the fields and

~enumeration 'is complet-

the plight of the farmers and

leading to such tragedy as

the one at Srikakulam. Prop-

‘crop insurance mecha-

smwaslacking said YSRCP
‘MP Vijaysai Reddy.

Moreover the adminis-

-ation was slow to respond

1e demands ofthe farm-

d in north coastal

ts the two cyclones-

Titli and Phethai at the

eginning and end of the

farming season complete-
ly ruined the farmers.
- In some areas of Telan-

. gana too farmers suffered
-crop damage particularly for
Sllicotanand paddy
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"I‘he tweet.in Telugusaid
preshglous multi-p pur

] pose Dproject” with unique
eatures suchas diaphragm ~ *

- wall, earth-cum-rock filled
dam and huge radial gates
/as the future of the State
i ’men’ﬁoned ]

cost escalatlon had sbeen

-put down for the land ac-

‘quisition and rehablhtatlon

and resettlement (R&R)
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from Centre post-Gaja

};MCRa]an ‘ G X /_

T AT TR T

"= merajan@htlive.com

; CI-IENNAI:TheTam‘leadugovem—
ment told the Madurai benchof -

Madrashigh courton Wednesday

. that the Centreis yet torelease
. the state’s due share from the
. State Disaster Relief Fund:
- (SDRF)tocarryoutreliefandres-
| torationworkaftercycloneGaja

. created extensivedamageinthe

- state’sfertile deltaregion.

“The Centre is yet to release

i TamilNadu’sdue shareof 31,000

—

oo

crore from the State Disaster-

Relief Fund. Tamil Nadu has sub-

- mitted additional inputs sought

by the Centre on the cyclone dis-
. aster,”state’s counsel, advocate
_general K Chellapandian said.

TR F

Center’s counsel, assistant
solicitorgeneral V Kathirvel, told
thedivisionbench of Justices KK
Sasidharan and PD Audikesa-

- vuluthatthe quantum of assist-

ancewillbe dec1dedaﬁerﬂ1ecen
“tral team, which visited the
affected areas will submit its

- ‘reportthe Unionhome ministry
~onThursday. Meanwhile, ateam
_of officials from the state,led by
_chief secretary Girija Vaidhya-

nathanisin New Delhitosubmit
‘additional detailstoseek 1mmed1
ate release of funds. .

- CycloneGajamade its landfall
nearthe coastal Vedaranyam dis-
trict, claimed 63 lives and rav-

* aged Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur,
‘Thanjavur and Pudukoittai dis-

tricts. The Tamil Nadu govern-
- menthasdemanded 15,000 crore
 for long-term restoration and
“rehabilitation  programmes

- besides31,500croreforspeeding
“up relief works. Chief minister -

Edappadi K Palaniswami met

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
“onNov22,and presentedamemo-

randum pressing for financial -
assistance, S
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i New Delhi: A river that was

Theriverdidn’tremainfit

' for even bathing as the metal

?contentshotupseveraltlmes,< ;

visible once agam this year
afterbothDurgaPugaandGa-
esh Chaturthi 1mmersmns

tems .used in ‘decorating
tidols, thereport states. -

Post-immersion, thechro-

: e tentmcreasedby]l .
times from the Bureau of In-
‘dlan,Standards (BIS) limit of

wa only mthmthepermlﬁsr

‘at Hathi Ghat and

ncreased drastically due to human influence
i the river, said the report ;

due to human influence and
- puja’ ingredients in the river,

says CPCB. The BOD count

Slmﬂarly, t

thch should beat. least over
/ 4mg/l was below the safe
‘limit pre-immersion at five
of ‘the seven ghats and dgtg

: Novemb er24and 25.

‘CPCB suggests  better

. control on the use of plaster

Paris idols, proper collec-
ion of flowers and puja ma-
erials, construction of tem
orary ponds for immer- -
ions and removable liners
‘the bottom of the pond.
“The liner along with the re-

- mains of idols should be re-

moved within 48 hoursof im-
mersions,” thereportsays. -
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river running dry
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: From aiming for szral Dhara (umntem.lpt~
. ed flow) of the Ganga to Nirmal Dhara (un-
polluted flow), the government is now simp-
¢ ly focussing on a Swachh Ganga (Clean -
| Ganga). While the whole focus of the Clean
,i ‘Ganga project has been on setting up sewage
_ treatments plants and cleaning ghats and
" banks, the main issue, which is that the river
does not have adequate flow of water, has
been ignored.‘With severe pollution destroy-
ing the river, and developmental projects

dlre stralt _preme Court.
j s _Inthecase of the! Ganga, these prOJects al- ¥
Afrag‘llereg‘lon oL 5o prevent ‘sediments from ‘going down-

- Today, " several "hydropower prOJects are

 mushrooming at the source of the river,

‘“which is the Garhwal range of the Hlmalayas
i Unlike other ‘Tanges, the Garhwal is narrow.
Tt is from here that many Tivers and tributar-
_ iesof the Ganga basin emerge. These spring-
" or glacier-fed rivers join one another at diffe-
¢ rent points to form an intricate riverine eco-
| system in the Himalayas. The entire basin
falls in the seismic zone 4-5, and is highly
prone to landslides and land subsidence.

s
|

_ The understanding that hydropower pro-

. jects mean development needs to change. To
construct a hydropower project, large sec-
' fions of land are cleared of forests. But what
Lappens when such deforestation takes
place in an already fragile mountain area? .
Many studies have been conducted near the
-existing dams along the course of the Ganga.
' The immediate impacts of these projects -
‘have been loss of agriculture, drying of water
sources, and landshps ‘As construction in
| such projects progresses, there is also dump-
* ing of muck, which can pose severe threats.
' Muck dumping during construction of the
! Alaknanda hydropower project caused de-
- vastation downstream in Srinagar in the
¢ 2013 flash floods. Such muck is dumped eith-
er into the tiver or in forest.areas. After all

C——

: . the massive deforestation, muck dumping, ' dropower. projects is that ouly 80 kan of a
blasting and ‘tunnelling, the hydropower 2,500 km-long river now remains in f € Avi-
projects thus constructed eventually dry up - ral-Nirmal state. Unless we question these

tunnels. This causes severe distress to;aquat-
incertain stretches. As the Ganga is diverted

powerhouses to churn turbines and generate

i NS :

. The Ganga basin is becoming mcreasmgly fragﬂe w1th sl
] more and more hydropower pI‘O] jects. commg up x i

trmca]ly aﬁectmg 1ts flow, the Ganga isina

the river bed as the water is diverted into
iclife, and the river bed is no longer even wet

into long tunnels, de-silted, and directed to

L AN e T S S N R B

rate a story of destruction
om th promlse of development. - 3
e irony is that even after all this devasta-
‘tion, electricity is not generated as per the

* intended capacity. For example, the ‘in-

“stalled capacity of the Maneri dam is 90 MW
but it only works at below 40% of its capaci-
ty. This is because there is toomuch silt dur-
~ing the monsoon and reduced

-in winters. As glaciers co to retreat, -
the silt in the rivers is only gomg 1o increase.
As the reason for diminished output is natu-

¥

[ flow of water

ral and not technical, and therefore cannot

be remedied, thisis only going to cause more
“problems for future projects. For example,
the flow of debris was stopped by barrages in
the Alaknanda hydropower project. This es-
calated the | impact of the 2013 disaster, ac-
cording to the expert commmee of the Su-

stream. This affects the fertility of the delta
downstream and also destroys the unique
self—purifying properties of the Ganga.

‘Reports of committees ‘

- Twenty government committees and reports
‘warn about the anthropogenic activities in
these fragﬂe areas and recommend conser-
~vation of these areas for food and water se-
‘curity. When the late G.D. Agarwal, crusader
-of the Ganga, fasted to invoke the govern-
ment to act against these projects, the go-

‘vernment proposed an e-flow mnotification

for the Upper Ganga River Basin. It specified
‘that Juring the dry season (November-
“‘Marchy), 20% of montluy average flow has to

‘be maintained, and during the monsoon sea-

son, 30% has to be maintained. The nouﬁca-
tion stated that existing hydel projects that
- do not meet e-flow norms must comply with-
- in three years. The 20% recommendation is
- less than the scientific recommendation of
50% (only for existing projects). If the 80~
vernment intended to rejuvenate the river, it
would have specified that e-flows are only for
existing projects. Instead it has opened the
* floodgates for several such projects as‘long
“as the compromised e-flows are maintained.
The result of such arelentless push for hy-

projects now, we will not be able'to'save the
Ganga, the lifeline of rmlhons of peopie.“'

Meeta Khilnaniis a geophysicist from IIT Roorkée and :
.a member of Ganga Ahvaan, a forum for the
conservation of the Ganga in the upper reaches

o
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