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~ ‘Eyeon the monsoony?'
- States must set up new recharging wells and
P _improve existing ones on a war foeting
A sIndia awaits the arrival of the annual summer
monsoon, hopes are particularly high for normal
1 M rainfall that is so vital for agricultur e health
. of forests, rivers and wetlands. The India Meteorologi-
. cal Department has forecast normal rainfall 0f 96% of
the long period average of 89 cm rain, with an onset

i date in the first week of June in Kerala. It has also sig-
_ nalleda significant possibility of a deficit. The monsoon
i bounty is crucial for the 60% of gross cropped area in
i * farming that is rain-fed, and represents, in the assess-
ment of the National Commission on Farmers, 45% of
" agricultural output. Given the erratic patterns of rainfall
witnessed over the past few decades and their possible
connection to atmospheri c changes caused by a variety
of pollutants, the distribut on of monsoon 2019 will add
 to the insights. The southwest monsoon is a determi-
 nant of India’s overall prosperity, and sustained efforts
_ tomake the best use of rainfall are absolutely important
{  for farms, cities and industry. Considering that there
. has been a 52% decline in groundwater levels based on
. tests conducted last year over the previous decadal av-
.; erage, State governments should have pursued the set-
. ting up of new recharging wells and made improve-
* ments fo existing ones on a war footing. They also have
| lagged in building structures to harvest surface water
. and helping farmers raise the gﬁi’ciency‘of irrigation.
. The approach to the farming sector, ‘however, has been
influenced more by the imperatives of an election year,
 and the Centre’s biggest intervention was to announce "
- acashhandoutto specified categories of small farmers.
e A normal summer monsoon over the subcontinent
|+ brings widespread prosperity, but does not guarantee a
. uniform spread. This, as scientists point out, may be
 due to the effect of particulates released through va-.
* rious industrial and agricultural processes. Some of
these aerosols suppress the rainfall and disperse it
_across the land, causing long breaks in precipitation,
. while others absorb heat and lead to a convection phe-
% nomenon that increases rainfall in some places. Such
v gi evidence points to the need for India to clean up its act
|
2

. on rising industrial emissions, and burning of fossil
" fuels and biomass in order to improve the stability of
. the monsoon.. An equally key area of concern is fresh-
__water availability for households, which, NITI Aayog
. says, account for 4% of available supplies, besides 12%

- used by industry. Urbanisation trends and the severe
i water stress that Tesidents experience underscore the
' need for mandatory rainwater harvesting policies and
‘augmented efforts by States to preserve surface water
by building new reservoirs. Yet, governments are
adopting a con ity approach to the vital resource,

) playing depl ifference to the pollution and
Joss of rivers, wetlandsand lakes that hold precious wa-
ters. This is no way 1o treata life-giving resource. -
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: Every drop of pollutlon 1n
| Ganga is a matter of Concern ’

{ - NMCG T filed the pre
b NGT pU]lS up Jﬂ 2\ cise information about the
| NCMG fOI‘ nOt K;;us of pgolce}cts betsween
pur an anga >agar.
pr OVlleg pI' Op GI' - Thus, the affidavit Of NMC
aCthD plans is ‘of no assistance.”

" Chairperson Justice Adarsh
_Kumar Goel said, “The

- SHINJINI GHOSH
,NEWDELHI e S

. The National Green Tribu- . bunal, the Bench added,
‘nal has pulled up the Na--
* tional Mission for Clean
' Ganga for not providin
| “concrete action p]ans
* taining to the rejuvenatlon
» of the Ganga in stretches
‘where the river crosses the :
. States of Uttar Pradesh, Bi--
“har, Jharkhand and We
“'Bengal ;

: Dlrectmg the NMCG o
take remedial action to pro-
- vide “assistance” to the tri-

- “We find his approach to be
‘that of the polluters instead

e Bench said, “Every
op of pol]unon in Ganga is
- a matter of concern. The at-
titude of all the authorities
-has to be stringent and dep-
t zero tolerance to pollu-
tion. No amount of wealth
generation or commercial

A Bench ﬁeaded by NGT

factlvmes can get priority ov-.
er clean]mess of Ganga e

Deccafi Chromc
Deccan Herald
The Times of India
Business standard
- The Economic Times

f emedymg the pollution.” -
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2018 floods:

Kerala urges HC

‘to reject report

 pointing lapses in

: dam management

T"‘kOC}ﬁ,?OMI\Y’ i gﬁg%}

Kerala government has
‘moved the state high court,

- seekingtorejecttheamicus

i+ ‘curiae'sreport pointing out

lapsesin dam management

| thataggravated theimpact

-of devastating floods in the

" state in August last year in

which over400 people died.
| Exceptthefindingthatthe
reason for deluge was the

| extremely heavy rainfall
. between 15 August and 17
- August, allother causes were
- onthebasisofassumptions

not supported by scientific

. data. These assumptions

were on the basis of mater-.

_ialrejected ornotaccepted
- by the scientific world, the.
" state governmentsaidinits
affidavitfiled inresponse to

the report. Referring to the
study on the floods by the

~ Central Water Commission
that came out with sup-
| porting data, the govern-

ment felt the CWC report

" negates any further need
~forastudy:az
. . Apartfromthis, thestudy

by K P Sudhir of [IT-Madras
points that the floods hap-

| penedas'anactofGod',the

. government said.

1t claimed the report of
Vimal Mishra relied on by
"amicus curiae Jacob P Alex,

. toassistthe court, was only
- an article rejected :ip,peer
| review and thusnotaccept-
- ed for publication. :

' Thesameisthe casewith

“the article of Himanshu
| Thakkar,who isnot a tech-
I nical expertin thefieldand
- arenowned dam opponent,
- itsaid. :

_ The government prayed

| thecourttorejectallthefind-
| ings, conclusions and sug-

*gestions given by the ami-
cus curiae except the attri-

\| . bution of extremerainfall sim-

.ilar to the one in 1924 as a

. reason for the deluge.

Last month, the amicus
curiae pointed out thatlaps-

| es in dam management

" aggravated the impact of

. thefloodswhich claimedover

|- 400 lives besides causing

| widespread devastation. The

| court-appointed advisorhad
also recommended thatan

" inquirybe conducted by an

‘expert committeeheaded by

' ‘aformerSCjudge . »ri.

in the

Deccari Chronicle
Deccan Herald

The Times of india (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times
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Mercufy up but raln

= Children play near the banks of the Yamuna n Mpnday. i

) ',- i 13~MAY 14-MAY 17| MAY 18-MAY 9*MA¥ 2W-MRY

'IS-MAY 16-MAY

There is a forecast of rain in the coming days RAJ K RAJ/HT
Temp over past oneweek |
Hhiaibaty 40 3"( :

rehef expected soon
-

HTCorrespondem department
- htreporters@hlndustmhmewom " OnTuesday,therearechances
s .ofaduststorm or thunderstorm
NEWDEI.HI Theday tlmemercury andon Wednesday, themeteoro-
‘which remamedbelgwthe 40-de- logical department hasissueda
greemarkoverthepastoneweek, forecast of thunderstorm with
shotupto40. 3degrees Oelsms on  rain. -
- Monday. - On May 23, when Lok Sabha
Officials from the IndJaMete- : electlon results are out— Delhi
orologlcalDepamnent’sregmnal .could receive rain and thunder-
weatherforecastingcentre,how-  showerswithstringgusty winds.
ever, have forecast that relief =~ Theday’stemperatureislikelyto
could be ontheway soonaslight remamaround38degrees onthat
rain and thunderstorms are day.
expectedﬂnsweek —+0n Monday, the maximum

There could be rain even on s
Thursday, counting day for the
Lok Sabhaelections, which will
helpthe maximumtemperature

temperature was 40.3 degrees
‘Celsius, which wasnormal. The
minimum temperature was 22.8
degrees Celsius, which was four

tostaybelow40degreesc over the degrees below normal. The last
nextfivedaysatleast. - : time the day temperature was
“Because of an approach.m above40degree Celsius thissea-
western disturbance, we are| sonwasonMay13, when it was
expectinglightrain,duststorms| recordedat42degrees Celsius.
andthunderstormshetweenMay | - Butasthewesterndisturbance
22 and May 24. Thiswill helpto / isapproachingandis triggering
keep a check'on themaximum dust storms across north-west
_temperature,” said an official IndlaandNCR,polhltlonlevelsm
from the local meteorological Delhnsalsonsmg.

% DT
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plan to address the ‘water
- shortage by limiting the sup-
b ply of fresh water only for
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Bagjola waits for pump nod

KINSUK BASU

New Town: The canal that
drains Calcutta’s water into a
river on the city's eastern out-
skirts would release more
water during the monsoon if
the Central Water Commis-
sion (CWC) clears a state gov-
ernment proposal to set up a
pumping station

Bagjola canal, which runs
through parts of Dum Dum
and Rajarhat, has a capacity to
discharge 2,500 cusec of water
info the Kultigany river

But over the years, with
vast stretches of vacant land
across New Town and Ra-
jarhat making way to high-
rises, Bagjola has been forced
to carry move than 5,000 cusec
of water. As a result large
parts of Salt Lake, New Town,
Lake Town, Baguihati and
Dum Dum would remain wa-
terlogged Dbecause Bagjola
couldn’t discharge enough
water. A round of dredging ol
the canal didn't work.

State government has now

drawn up a plan to construct a
pumping station that would
pump out 3,500 cusec of water
per second into the Kultigang
river from Bagjola canal.
“Several years back, a
pumping station with 1,500
cusec capacity was built to
help Bagjola release more
water into the river. But with
time, even that is proving to be
insuﬂ']ciom." an official said.

" A detailed report has been
drawn up for the Rs 150crore
project. Once the CW( clears
the project. tender would be
Noated,” said a senior official
of the irrigation department.

“Recently, we wrote to the
CWC to have a look at the de-
tailed project report and give
us an opinion before we go
ahead and float a global tender
for the project,” he said.

Bagjola, akey link in Calcut-
ta's canal network, is splitinto
two. The Upper Bagjola canal
spans 9.23km from its point of
origin in Kamarhati till VIP
Road. The lower canal stretches
28.8km from VIP Road till it

meets the Kultigang river.

But why is a clearance
from CWC required?

Sources said the CWC was
entrusted with the responsi-

bilities to coordinate and fur-
ther schemes to control and
utilise water resources in con-
sultation with the state
governments.
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HC irked over Maha
oovt’s delay in listing

steps to tackle drought

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, May 20

NOTING THAT SEVERAL districts in
Maharashtra were facing a drought-like
situation, the Bombay High Court on
Monday expressed dissatisfaction over
the state government’s delay in listing
out measures to tackle the water crisis.
The high court last week directed the
government to file its affidavit on Mon-
day in response to an application of

“activist Sanjay Lakhe Patil, seeking set-

ting up of independent disaster man-
agement committees in each district of
the state.

Patil sought implementation of the
2016 disaster management guidelines,
which listed several measures to be
undertaken by the state government to
tackle natural calamities and disasters,
including drought.

The government lawyer on Monday
sought further time to file the affidavit.

“We are aware of the situation in sev-
eral districts of Maharashtra...we are
aware of the seriousness of the situation.
The government should not delay in fil-
ing an affidavit stating what steps it has
taken,”the court said.

The bench further noted that some
districts in the state’s Marathwada
region get water supply once in
eight days.

The court directed the government to

The Bombay High Court last week
directed the government to file its
affidavit on Monday in response to
an application of activist Sanjay
Lakhe Patil, seeking setting up of
independent disaster
management committees in each
district of the state

s

file its affidavit by May 27, when it will
hear the matter further.

The court said the government shall
continue to carry out any relief work it
has been doing and not stop it pending
hearing of the application.

Financial Express, DelhiV"

/
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