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WHENTHE government mtmducedthe Dam
Safety Bill, 2018 in Lok Sabha last week, BJD
floor leader Bhartruhari Mahtab questioned -
Parliament’s competence todoso. Dayslater,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K Palaniswami
wrote tothe Prime Minister flagging his corn-—
cerns about the Bill. In June, too, the Tamil
Nadu Assembly had passed a resolution de- |
manding the Bill be kept inabeyance tilla T ility for compensatin
consensus was arrived at withall states. -  fected people, andthatanindependentregu-
- TheBill provides for “surveillance, inspec-
tlon, operationand maintenance of specified
dams for prevention of dam failure related -
disasters and to provide for institutional*
mechamsm toensure thelrsafe functlonmg‘

Why dam safety :

OfIndia’s 5,254 large dams, some 75%are
over 25 years old, and 164 more than 100
years old. There have been 36 dam failures.
Therehasbeenalack ofauniformlawandan
administrative regime for dam safety. While
the Central Water Commission (CWC) has
made efforts through National Committee on
Dam Safety, Central Dam Safety Organisation
and State Dam Safety Organisations, these
agencies do not have statutory powers and
canonly make recommendations.

The Bill
TheDam Safety Bill was firstintroduced in

the draft of the Dam Safety Bill; 2018. Wi
~ most recommendations of the standin

inLok Sabha on December 12

Regulatory structure

nomi tedbythaCentre ere will be repre-

committee will formulate policiesand regu-

Lok Sabha in2010: It soughttomandatethe
Centre, slategovemments and mdeual oWn=

On June 13,2018, the Cabinet approved:

‘committee mcorporated, itwas mtroduced:: :

sentatives of the Centre and states through
rotation) as well as dam safety experts. The -
- multiple states, oris owned byacentralpub- .
 lations, which are to be implemented by a

centrally appointed National Dam Safety
Authority, headed by an officer of at least
Additional Secretary rank. The authority will
alsoresolve issues betweenState Dam Safety

. itsheight to 142 feet and ultimately

~ theDam Safety Authoritywith regard to these
- four dams and vesting the powers to the

)
andanymdmdualdam owner, laydownreg:
ulations for dam inspection and foraccre
tation to construction and de51gnmg ag

For violation of directives under the Bill,
pumshment isimprisonment up to one year

an offence lead; toloss of

In cases where a dam is owned by one’
stateand Iocated in another orextendsover’

lic sector undertakmg. the Bill provides that
the National Dam Safety Authorlty willact.

“Tamil = Nadu’s '

. National Dam Safety Authority would be tan- *
' tamounttoencroaching on the rights of Tamil
' Nadu, which is unconstitutional,” he Tote,”

cies. The Bill provides fora safety unit ineach
. dam to be set up by individual dam owners. -

 islisted asastate subject. “Asregulation of the *,

. Parliament to be expedient in publicinterest,. |

. that matter by the Union Government at thi
. juncture,” he wrote. The issue, he maintained, *
~ as the SDSO. This’ provision is the primary:

_reason for opposition from Tamil Nadu. -
Mullaiperiyar, '

‘and’

Paramblkulam, Thunakkadavux

_ Peruvaripallam dams are owned, operated

and maintained by the Govemmeu;of.TamlL;
Naduby virtue of Inter-state Agreements, b

- are located ina neighbouring state (Kerala);
. the ChiefMinisterwrote to the Prime Minister.

onDecember 14. Herecalleda 2014 Supre
Courtverdict that “upheld the nghm ofTame
Nadu” onthe Mullaperiyar daminincreasing
152 fe
“Therefore, to deny Tamil Nadui the right tobe

urging the PM to withdraw the Bill

In Lok Sabha, Minister of State for Watef
Resources Arjun Meghwal, who tabled the Bill, ;
argued that Article 252 empowered the_ J
Centre to legislate for two or more states by
consent. The BJD's Mahtab, however, wanted:
fo discuss the issue further. With the debate -
failing to progress, Mahtab wrote to the’
Speaker the nextday, pomungoutmatwater

%

safety of dams has not yet been declared by:

itwould be prudentto believe that Parfiament. -
hasno powers to make law for the state or for:

needed to be deliberated in the Standing
Committee. “Parliament should not do any-
thing that would notstand scrutiny oﬂaw' T
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(CWC) to CaﬁveryNeeravan ngamhmrted. ;
Karnataka. He said the CWCallowed prepa-
onof DPR forconstmcuon ofreservmr “in

fromall] parti metattheresxdence i Umon
Minister D
“1tlsbemgconstrm1ednot )ustfordnnk b
ingwater, butalso toincreasetheextent of ir- ~ Sitharaman and Minister of ‘State for
Tigation,” Venugopal said. He claimed that Drinking Water and Sanitation Ramesh
- the CWC*did not consider the genuine and  Jigajinagi were also present. Gowda told re-
ustifiable objection of Tamil Nadu”and “this s that K 1 MPs will come to-
going to affect the livelihood of lakhs [
larmers who depend on Cauvervawater”. nhar 27 haoin Tarmil
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