Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

*Fhkkkkk

West Block Il,  Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated oo . /- 20/9 .,

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings will be uploaded on the

CWC website.
\\fﬂj/&” 2019

SPA (Publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

@
C.

&~
Deputy rDirectQAVSE Dte. W
/ 2‘7/) ol ’ 20'9

Director, WSE Dte. — N ‘CM

For information to

Chairman CWC, New Delhi

Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned, uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in




News 1tem/letter/art1cle/edltonal Published on 6? 2 Oj 2 0/9

Hmdustan Times

Siatesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)
Indian’ Express

Tribtine

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari {Hindi)
TheHindu (New Delhi)

\/'

_inthe

Deccan Chromcie
Deccan Herald

The Times of India (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times

Rajasthan Patrika. (Hmdl)

and docunﬁén?ed at Bhagirath {English) & Publicity Section, CWC
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Mr. Gadkan /szud 1'100
tmcft of the backwater ‘of
Godavan Tiver was: ‘going in-
_to the sea and there was a
~ dispute between Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu over 45
‘tmcft of it. .
“To solve the Cl‘lSlS, the
 Centre has decided to link
~up the above rivers and once
~ the Cabinet gives its ‘nod,
- funds will be raised from the
- World Bank or the Asian De-
velopment Bank. It will 1
. gate the scarcity of waterm
- AP., Karnataka, and Tamll

'n said: “The DPR for the tiv- avaram project and 62°o . Nadu,” he said. ;

‘er inter-linking project has ysical progress had been It was Atal Blhan ﬂ.a_j
;a]ready been prepared and = achieved with the coopera-  payee who, as Prime Mms
sz in the process of being  tion of the State govern- - ter, had conceived the'

’ment he smd 1t was hls per- "of hnklng nvers, hea‘ecﬂled

submxtted to the Cabmet it

i .
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Central govt should
reimburse 3,722 cr
spent: Andhra CM

AMARAVATE Andhra
Pradesh chief minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
Monday wrote a letter to
Union water resources
minister Nitin Gadkari,
demanding that the Centre
immediately reimburse
3,722 crore spent by the
state on the Polavaram
project. He also wanted the
Centre to expedite approval
of the revised cost esti-
mates of Polavaram,
‘submitted to the Central
Water Commissionin
August 2017. Naidu said
710,459 crore was spent

on Pollavaram.
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Despite opposition, K’taka submits

- DPR on Mekedatu dam to CWC

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA

THE Karnataka government
has submitted the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the
proposed Mekedatu Balancing
Reservoir cum Drinking Water
Project to the Central Water
Commission (CWC).

A formal communication in
this regard was sent by the
Principal Secretary to the Wa-
ter Resources Department,
Karnataka, in a letter written
to Chiel’ Engineer, Project Ap-
praisal Organisation of CWC,
on January 18, and CWC has
acknowledged the same.

In the letter, Karnataka
claimed that a pre-feasibility
report was already forwarded
to Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Pu-
ducherry, but no comments
were received from the co-ba-
sin States.

Now, the DPR will be placed
before the Cauvery Water
Management Authority

(CWMA) and after its approv-
al, will be brought before the
Advisory Committee of the
Union Ministry of Water
Resources.

The DPR will be examined
in specialised directorates of
CWC including the Inter-State
Matters Directorate, and if
found acceptable, will be sub-
mitted to the Advisory Com-
mittee of [rrigation and Multi-
purpose Projects of the
Ministry of Water Resources,
for acceptance, On the basis of
the note prepared by CWC and
deliberations during the meet-
ing of the Advisory Commit-
tee, a decision on acceptance
of the project will be taken.

Recently, an affidavit filed
before the Supreme Court by
the Under Secretary to the
Ministry of Water Resources,
Ananda Chandra, had said:
“The conditional clearance
granted for preparation of the
DPR was subject to the project
authority (Karnataka) resolv-

ing inter-state matters amica-
bly by due consultation with
co-basin States of Cauvery ba-
sin. Also, acceptance of
CWMA would be a prerequi-
site for consideration of the
DPR for techno-economic ap-
proval by the Advisory Com-
mittee of the ministry”

"amil Nadu has been vehe-
mently opposing the project
and the CWC’s decision to
grant permission for Karna-
taka to prepare the DPR. The
State government said the pro-
ject was in utter disregard to
the adjudication rendered by
the Supreme Court. “The at-
tempt of Karnataka is to in-
crease its storage capacity and
enhance its irrigation, which
would be in gross violation of
the decision of the tribunal as
madified by the court, besides
seriously jeopardising the
rights of the inhabitants of Ta-
mil Nadu,” the government
said in its petition before the
apex court.
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Climate ‘time bomb’ for
groundwater is ticking

‘Only half of it will replenish in 100 vears’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Future generations face an
environmental “time
bomb” as the world's
groundwater systems take
decades to respond to the
present day impact of cli-
mate change, scientists
warned on Monday.

Groundwater is the lar-
gest useable source of fresh-
water on the planet and
more than two billion peo-
ple rely on it to drink or irri-
gate crops.

It is slowly replenished
through rainfall - a process
known as recharge - and
discharges into lakes, rivers
or oceans to maintain an ov-
erall balance between water
in and water out.

Groundwater  reserves
are already under pressure
as the global population ex-
plodes and crop production
rises in lockstep.

But the extreme weather
events such as drought and
record rainfall - both made
worse by our heating planet
~ could have another long-
lasting impact on how
quickly reserves replenish,

according to a study pu-
blished in Nature Climate
Change. -

An international team of
researchers used computer
modelling of groundwater
datasets to put a timescale
on how reserves may res-
pond to the changing cli-
mate.

Mark Cuthbert, from Car-
diff University’s School of
Earth and Ocean Sciences,
and his team found that on-
ly half of all groundwater
supplies are likely to fully re-
plenish or re-balance within
the next 100 years - poten-
tially leading to shortages in
drier areas.

“This could be described
as an environmental time
bomb because any climate
change impacts on recharge
occurring now, will only ful-
ly impact the baseflow to
rivers and wetlands a long
time later,” Mr. Cuthbert
said.

The process through
which rainwater is filtered
through bedrock and ac-
cumulated  underground
can take centuries and va-
ries greatly by region. .-
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AscofﬂawPaklstan despitebeingin
financial straits, remains wedded to terr
ism, including inflicting uponIndiadeath by

. athousand cuts. Yet the much larger India,
instead ofimposing deterrentcosts, continties

to treat Pakistan with kid gloves, as under-
scored by the impending visit of the Indus :

commissioner-led Pakistani team.
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For example; despite India’s scrupulous

cessmns,PakJstanaccusesﬁofnotﬁﬂlycom :
plying with the treaty’s terms. Pakistanwill -
neverbesatisfied: Nor willit stopinternation-
alising'every disagreement as part of its
ater-war strategy againstIndia. Add tothe
plcture1ts Droxy war by terror. Whﬂetram

India: shouldunﬂaterallyremaketheterms
themdusengagementFourofthe sixInd

jor flows in Indm For stat’ters, Indm
shoulcfkeep its Indus commissioner’s post
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ghts. IndlacannotkeepbeanngIWT shur:
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Ela(ﬂer
{=-The Chaturang;g was

!, connectedmththeGangomgIa

| andrefreatingatthe rateofabout
92.84 m/year, according to the
study. Accordingtothe paper,a
| \similar pattern of retreathasalso
beenreported from a 2008 study
' onthe Gangotri. Buttheretreat-
. ingrateof Gangotriisfarslower
} thanthe Chaturangiglacier.
“Tn 2017, we - calculated the

change hits home

SATELLITE DATA Chaturangi proves more: vulnerable tcx ,
climatic variability than Gangotn_, retrﬂea"(s at much faster clip

' cierbut the researchis yettobe
published. The overall health of
the Gangotri glacierisnotworry-

' about9tol2m/year, lessthanits
. tributary glaciers and other gla-
cierslike Dokrianiin Uttarkashi
inthesamelatitude @daltitude,”
‘ said Harish Bisht, junior
‘' researchfellowat Kumaun Uni-
- yersity and.senior authorof the

. CurrentScience paper. Headded

. that there is consensus among
researchers and seientists that

| ﬂDER THREA‘I‘

Scientists say there is consensus that the majonty oi
~ Himalayan g|ac1ers are rapidly retreating
; % 'o y
16%

| NEWDELHI: Chaturangl glac1er a.
tnbutary ofthe Gangotriglacier,
'isretreating at a “considerable -
‘rate” and may vanish in the:
-future, according to aresearch -
| paperacceptedtobe publishedin

!
|
1

" ciertill 1989 butisnow detached -

| retreating rate of Gangotrigla--

inghecause theretreatingrateis

ithe Current Science journal’s " glaciers - ! themajority ofglaciersin Uttara-
| Februaryedition: Theretreating have shown khﬁ\nd}mna}laygsa;e retreating.
‘glacierisanother exampleofthe lossinarea. | The variability inretreating
\impact of climate change and, ofice cover - | rateis notonly cgntrolledby cli- |
‘according to one of the study’s - _ . matechangebutisalsogoverned-
contributors, affects water flow ®Theretreat by glaciersize, type, topographic
{inthe Ganga, fed by the Gangotri. will impact setting and debris cover. Thff
¥ The study by scientists from. the water - refreatingrate ofthe Chaturangi
'GB Pant National Institute of levelinthe  glacierishigher than the Gang-
Himalayan Environment and otriglacier becauseofits smaller

sizeandfastresponse timeto cli-
matic variability,” reads the

| Sustainable Development and
!the Centre for Earth Sciences at

'the Indian Institute of Science Chaturangn paper. Thatmay have animpact
| (TISc)usessatellite data from 1989 . on the Ganga. “Gangotri has
‘to20l6andkinematicGPS(asat: |  Gangotri® many tributary glaciers but the
,elhtenawgatmntechmqueused 5 3 Chaturangi andRaktavaran gla-
'to enhance the precision of data Satopanth ciers are two tributary glaciers
/from satellite based positioning retreating at a worrying rate.

:systemssuchas GPS) toarriveat They may disappear in the

th\ﬂ‘etreaﬁngrateofthe glacier. ‘Sources:*Curent Sclence, 18, **Cirrent Science, 08; #Bionanogeoscences/Future Challenges, 09° future. Thelarger glaciersinthe

CONTINUED ONP8 | Himalayasarerefreatingatarel-
S 3 TR i : atively slow rate. Since Ganga
originatesfrom Gangotriglacier,

whichisfed by tributary glaciers,

the rapid retreat of glaciers like

Chaturangi andRaktavaran will

definitelyimpactflow and water

levelinthe Ganga,” said Prakash

The Times of india (A)
Business standard
The Economic Times

ChandraiiArya; van IISe.
researcher who contrxbutedy(e,
the stidy. AccordingtoNASA’s -
Land:Use Land Cover Change
programme, glacial melt will*in:!
thelongrun... water suppliesin
thoserezions [Himalayasrivers]
willbein peril”. There willalsobe
animpacttoagriculture;includ-
ing soil loss due to soil erosion,
landslides and floods, and tem-
peratureincreaseinareasdown-
stream. ISRO has been mapping
the long-term health of Himala-
yan glaciers: ISRO’s web map- -
ping service or Bhuvan says:
informationonglaciers(retreat/
advance) in the 13 sub-basins of
Himalaya has been generated
usingsatelliteimages 0f1989-1990
10:1997-2008 time frames under
the “Snow and Glacier Studies
Phase-I"’. 0f2,190glaciers, about
76% haveshownloss inareaofice
cover and about 24% glaciers
either didnotshowanychangeor
showedgamm area. Morerecent

" data on glaciers is yet to be

released, said anISRO scientist.
“Ifsmaller glaciersareretreat-

ingata considerablerate, it will |

have'a feedback effect down-
stream. Water volumein Ganga -
couldreducebecause theglacier
ismovingaway fromthesource.
Glacial lakes may also form due
toaccumulation of melt waterbut
Idon’tknow of any comiprehen-
sive study on howriver flow has’
beenaffected by glacial retreatin
the Himalayas,” said Abhijit
Mukherjee, associate professor
(hydrogeology), department of
geology and geophysws at IIT
Kharagpur Bisht and other
researchers are carrying out an
assessment of the Glacial Lake
Outburst Flood (GLOF)in Uttara-
khand- Himalayas. “We have
noticed formationofglaciallakes
around the Gangotri glacier
which also often contributes to
glacialretreatby dissolvingice. It
also increases the risk of GLOF
disasters,” Bishtadded.



