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Gadkari: Will stop flow of water to Pak

Water from three rivers, assigned to India under the Indus treaty, to be diverted, says minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 21

THE GOVERNMENT on
Thursday said it had decided to
“stop” the waters in the three
“eastern rivers” of the Indus
basin from flowing into Pakistan,
and instead divert the flow to
supply waters to “our people in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab”.

The waters of three eastern
rivers of the Indus basin — Ravi,
Sutlej and Beas — have been as-
signed entirely for use by India
under the 1960 Indus Water
Treaty with Pakistan. The three
western rivers — Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab — are supposed to
flow “unrestricted” to Pakistan
under the treaty, though India,
being the upstream country, is
allowed to use the waters in a
“non-consumptive” manner.

However, India has not been
using all the waters of the east-
ern rivers, and this unutilised
water flows down to Pakistan. It
is this flow of unutilised water to
Pakistan that the government

has decided to stop, Water
Resources Minister Nitin
Gadkari said in a series of mes-
sages on Twitter.

“Under the leadership of
Hon'ble PM Sri Narendra Modi ji,
our government has decided to
stop our share of water which
used to flow to Pakistan. We will
divert water from eastern rivers
and supply it to our people in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab,” Gadkari said.

“The construction of dam has
started at Shahpur-Kandi (in
Punjab) on Ravi river. Moreover,
Ujh project will store our share
of water for use in J&K and the
balance water will flow from
2nd Ravi-Beas Link to provide
water to other basin states. All
the above projects are declared
as national projects.”

Ujh is a tributary of Ravi in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The decision to make full util-
isation of its entire entitlement
of Indus waters was taken in the
wake of the Uri attackin 2016. At
that time, the Indian govern-
ment had suspended the routine
talks between the Indus Water

Commissioners of the two coun-
tries, with Prime Minister Modi
asserting that “blood and water”
could not flow together. The
talks, which are held routinely to
exchange information about wa-
ter flows in accordance with the
Indus Water Treaty, were rein-
stated in March 2017.

A high-level task force had

o
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" Under the
leadership
of Hon'ble
PM Sri
Narendra
Modiji, our government
has decided to stop our
share of water which
used to flow to Pakistan.
We will divert water
from eastern rivers and
supply it to our people in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab.
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been constituted under Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister
Nripendra Mishra in December
2016 to decide on the measures
to be taken to ensure full utilisa-
tion of India’s share of waters un-
der the treaty. The task force had
recommended restarting work
on several water projects in
Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab
that had been pending for years.
The Shahpur-Kandi project
and the Ujh project were among
those that were revived as a re-
sult. The Shahpur-Kandi project,
located in Gurdaspur district of
Punjab, involves construction of
a55.5-m-high dam onRavi river.
It aims at providing irrigation fa-
cility to 5,000 hectares of land in
Punjab and 32,173 hectares in
Jammu and Kashmir, besides
generating 206 MW of electricity.
Work on the project, which
is estimated to cost Rs 2,285.81
crore at 2008 prices, had begun
in 1999. It was later classified as
aNational Project by the Centre.
However, the project was stalled
following objections raised by
the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment on a number of issues, in-

cluding power-sharing, design
and monitoring.

In March 2017, the Centre
brokered peace between the two
states, paving the way for re-
sumption of the project.

Similarly, the Ujh project in
Kathua district of Jammu and
Kashmir was revived in 2017,
with the Central Water
Commission having prepared
and submitted a fresh detailed
project report fora multipurpose
hydropower project thatis likely
to generate 186 MW of electric-
ity and provide irrigation to
30,000 hectares of land. The es-
timated cost is about Rs 5,000
crore. Work has not yet started
at the project site.

Regarding Gadkari's tweets,
a government official said that
nonew decision had been taken.
“This is not a new decision. The
minister is simply reiterating
what he has always said. He is
talking about diverting India’s
share of Indus water which was
going to Pakistan, and he has al-
ways been saying this,” an offi-
cial of the Water Resources
Ministry said.
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for Namami Gange =

' HARIDWAR, FEBRUARY 21

‘will ensure that nothing
impedes their implementa-

Union' Minister for Water
Resources Nitin Gadkari on

Thursday said there was no

dearth of funds for the imple-

| mentation of projects under
| Namami Gange.

Gadkari, who was |
here for the founda-
tion laying and inau-
guration of a slew of |
national ~ highway
projects worth nearly
Rs 5,555 crore, was
addressing a gathering at
Chandi Ghat here.

"There .is no dearth of
funds for the ' Namami
Gange projects aimed at
cleaning the rtiver and
maintaining its = uninter-
rupted flow and the Centre

tion,"  Gadkari said "Ban
Ganga in Laksar will be
revived to add to the flow of
water in the Ganga," he
said. He also sought indi-
vidual monetary contribu-
~__ tions from people
to the mission
| assuring them that
their contribution
will ‘be credited
straight into the
Namami = Gange
accounts.
.Speaking about the status
of the Namami Gange proj-
ects in Uttarakhand, he said
out of 33 sewage treatment
- plants to be set up in the
state work on 19 had
already been completed,
work is in progress on 12
and two are in the pipeline
for Dehradun. — PTI
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155 waterbodies across Capital
O, panel tells:

' Says authorltles wﬂl be glven mne months to clear the encroachments

©

encroac 1ed

STAFF REPORTER
| NEW DELHl

L A comrmttee, headed by a

former Delhi High Court -

Judge has informed the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
that appm)nmately 155 wa- .
_terbodies have been identi-
- fied across the national Capi-
tal - that have
encroached upon.

The  committee, which

 ADARSH KUMAR GOEL
NGT chairpeljson

. had been constituted by the
- NGT to monitor the ground-
* water situation in the Capi-
- tal, said the waterbodies are
- under the jurisdiction of the
~ State. government and the
Delhi Development Authori-

. The green panel was also
. informed that the authorities
. will be given nine months to
clear the ' encroachments
* from the waterbodies..
The committee, compris-

The comnnttee

may considerif
 shorter time limit f

 _canbefixedfor
_ someofthe

 waterbodies where

. encroachment was
- negligible,for51

: \a"takenupmtheﬁrst‘
/ phase

ing representatxves from the* :

- Delhi Jal Board, Central Pol-
~ lution Control Board and
~ Central Ground Water Auth-
. ority, has suggested that of

the 155 waterbodies, 51 may

 be identified for removing
: encroachments m the first

phase.
Following the suggestlons

put forth by the committee,

el '~ waterbodiestobe

i Bench e by NGT -

chalrperson Justice Adarsh

- Kumar Goel said, “As regards
- the timeline of nine months,
~ - the committee may consider
whether shorter time limit
- can be fixed for some of the
' identified

- waterbodies
where encroachment was
vegligible, for 51 waterbo

“The committee also con-

checked, the groundwater

- may be exhausted by 2020,
as in more than 15% of the -
Delhi areas the groundwater.
is ‘below 40 metres,” the

Bench observed.

~-Additionally, the commit-

dies to ’be taken,up in ﬁrst ‘

ered the issue of frecycling
5f water for which revised -
idelines had been issued.
The NITI Aayog had warned |
' against over-exploitation of
“groundwater. Unless it is

Deccan Herald
The Timss of india (A)
Business standard

- The Economic Times

NGT

o

tee noted the 'I‘rlbuna] s di-

- tection to levy a COrnpensa

tion of 35 lakh .on sschools
and colleges that do not have
functional ramwater har

‘vesting systems.

The Delhi Development_ v
Authority has also been di-

- rected to ensure that the wa-

terbodies are mamtamed

_and that no domestic sewage_
 or industrial effluent is per-
. rmtted to ﬂow lnto them

fPllferage and leakages ,

“The authorities would be
directed to plug pilferage

~and leakages. Presently, 40%
~water is lost before being
~ supplied.

- Comprehensive
plan will be chalked out to
prevent illegal use of ground-
water by industries and big

- institutions, resorts, hotels

and motcls in Delhi,” the
committee said in its report.
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