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The Hlmachal Pradesh gov-
ernment on Tuesday sought

: pertammgtoPongDamous-
... 1ees,

The issue was ralsed by
Chief Secretary BK Agarwal at

Tuesday with UP Singh, Sec-
retary, Water Resources, Union
_ government. Singhisalso the
Chairman ofthe High Powered
- Committee constituted by
the Supreme Court for set-
tlementofissues ofPong dam
oustees.
The Chief Secretaryrequ&st—

“ingofthe committee atthe ear-

issues of Pong dam oustees
could be decided soon.
He said thatland should be
allotted to the oustees in
phase one in Sri Ganganagar
asagreed by the two states ear-

He also empha51sed rhat
order of Supreme Courtshould
be complied under which the
allotmentof1188 plots made
by Rajasthan government
was held illegal and
cancelled. “Thisland should
. be vacated and allotted to

~speedy redressal of issues .

a meeting in New Delhi on |

edhimtoholdthenextmeet- |

~ liestsothatthelong pending '

HP seeks speedy settlement
of 'POng DamOUSteeS issue

Pong dam oustees immedi-
ely,” he said, adding all left

out oustees should be reha- *

bi]jtated speedily by allot-
ting land at the earliest.
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Rajiv Gauba calls on States for better

The

New Delhi, Union Home
Sceretary Shri Rajiv Gauba has called
on the States and Union Territories to
step up their preparedness by advance
planning and deployment of human,
physical and financial resources
ahead of the monsoon season. In his
inaugural address at the annual
conlerence of Reliel
Commissioners/Secretaries to review
Preparedness  for  South  West
Monsoon-2019, he said that the
Centre would provide all possible
assistance under the National Disaster
Relief Fund (NDRF) and the State
Disaster Relief Fund (SDRT) besides
mobilization of Central Forces. Shri
Gauba said the Centre had released
more than Rs. 7,000 crores under
SDRF and an additional Rs. 10,000
crore under NDRF last year to the

States for Disaster Relief. He called
upon the States to undertake capacity
building of urban local bodies, State
Disaster Response Force, Fire Service
and Civil Defence since they are the
first responders during a calamity. He
urged the Stales 1o increase coverage
of farmers under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana crop insurance
scheme to provide immediate relief to
farmers in the event of natural
disasters.

During the recent Cyclone Fani, Shri
Gauba said loss of human lives was
minimal due to accurate and early
weather  forecasting by India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
and timely mobilization of resources
besides better coordination among
Centre, State Governments and other
relevant agencies. Commending the

excellent work done by various
agencies in mitigating the hardships
caused by Cyclone Fani, he asked the
States to further improve their
capabilities to be able to effectively
handle the disaster situations. Citing
a UN Report, the Union Home
Secretary said disasters had caused
economic losses of US $3 trillion
globally during the last two decades.
India alone suffered losses to the tune
of $80 billion during 1997-2017.
Stating that our country is pronc to
various kinds of disasters, Shri Gauba
called for building Disaster Resilient
Infrastructurc as a long term mcasurc
to minimizc the cconomic losscs.

The Union Home Secretary said the
Government has sanctioncd
additional Battalions of National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and
new Battalions are being set up in
J&K, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and Delhi NCR. Speaking on the
occasion, Director General, IMD, Dr.
KJ Ramesh said India has set a new
benchmark in  Disaster  Risk
Reduction as demonstrated during the
recent cyclone Fani. IMD is in the
process of building the most
advanced Early Warning Weather
System in coordination with various
stakcholders, he added. In his
address, Dr. DN Sharma, Member,
National  Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA). said that India

aredness ahead of the South West Monsoon

has been able to reduce deaths due to
natural disasters substantially. While
385 people had died last year due to
natural disasters, the figure came
down to 195 this year. He said the
NDMA has come out with the Urban
Flood Management Plan in 2015,
which can serve as a template for
tackling monsoon flooding. The
NDMA provides Rs. One Lakh to
each district to conduct mock disaster
prevention and awareness exercises.

Dircctor General, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), Shri SN
Pradhan said prediction,
prepositioning  of resources  and
proactive partnerships among various
stakcholders arc crucial for cffective
countering of natural disasters. He
said thc NDRF is committed to
optimum deployment and will work
in close coordination with the States
lo tackle various disaster situalions.
In his opening remarks, Shri Sanjeev
Jindal, Joint Secretary, MHA said the
annual conlerence on monsoon
preparedness has been extended o
two days for the first time to allow for
a comprehensive planning ahead of
the monsoon season. The conference
is being atiended by reliel
commissioners of State governments
and Union Territories and officials of
IMD, Geological Survey of India,
MIIA, Defence Ministry and Central
Water Commission.
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A AG?’A THAY

More than a quarter century after
- grim water tragedy that took more

_ than a score of lives and hospi-
. talised around 150 people, the sup-
~ ply of drinking water in the city

of the Taj Mahal has neither
improved qualrtatlvely nor in
terms of quantity, triggering

protests in different parts of the e

city on a daily basis. -

Recalling the tragedy Congress :

leader Tajendra Rajaura, said:

'"Twenty-six years ago this day, it
was the darkest hour when pol-

' luted water supply killed 21 in the
. Khateek Pada locality."

Several voluntary groups on
Tuesday observed Water Tragedy
Day. Residents of Khateek Paadaand
‘Mandi Sayeed Khan in the heart of

~ thecitylamented the Jack of drink- -

ingwaterand the continuing apa-
thy towards their woes.
The then Congress government

~inUP had made several promises

to the victims' families these have
not yet been fulfilled, residents of

- the areas said. They said the then

UP Governor, Moti LalVora, had vis-

ited these mohallas and promised,

financialhelp andajob to each fam-

* ilythatlostabreadwinner. The foun-

\ . effluents from upstream cities in-

dation stone of a barrage on the .

Yamuna was hastilylaid but the pre
jectisstill hanging fire.

“The waterwoes of the city con-
tinue to pain locals, even though
there are two water works and a 165-
km-long pipelineto bring the water
ofthe Gangariver. "The chiefprob-
lems are mrsmanagement and high
level of corruption, " said a corpo-

 rator,notwanting to benamed. The

water works officials plead help-

lessnessas thereisnowaterinthe -

river Yamuna, whrch is the hfehne
of the city.
In the name of water, what is

" being filtered and processed is

drain water, waste and industrial

5 The water woes of the CItV contmue to ‘paln Iocals

even though there are two water works and a 165-km-
long pipeline to bring the water of the Ganga river.

- "The chief problems are mismanagement and high Ievel
of corruption,” said a corporator not wanting to be
named. The water works officials plead helplessness as :
_there is ho water in the river Yamuna, which is the Ilfe-

,,,Ime of the Cltv et

Haryana and Delhi. "For all prac—
tical purposes the Yamuna is dead

- downstream of the Okhla barrage
“(in Delhi), " according to environ-
mentahst Dr.Devashrsh Bhat- o

: - facinganacutewater shortage and
~water is being supphed through

tachary.
3 The Rs 4 000 crore Ganga Jal
pipeline projectwith Japanese aid
‘hasbecome operational, bringing

150 cusecs of water to the Sikan-
draWater Works but the "ancient"

rusted and choked pipelinenetwork

in the citykeepsbursting everyfew

“days restﬁtrng‘ﬂin suspensron of
water supplies:

: ”Anotlier btatﬂeneck isthat the"

Jeoni Manﬂi Water Works, is still to

" be connected with the Ganga Jal

pipeline. ThisWater works takes care

- oftheneeds of more than halfthe
city and is dependent on Yamu-
na for rawwater. Since the Yamu-
na is dry, there is a supply prob- :

*issomuch talk of transforming Agra

_into a Smart city," River Connect

.Campaign member Shravan Kumar
; Slngh said.

lem," an official explained.

- Perhaps they are waiting for'
another ma]oriragedybefore they -
wake up. Good quality air and
‘water do not seem to be priority
for state government. At a meet- .
_ing on Tuesday morning the River
Connect Campaign volunteers
~demanded desilting of Yamuna,
“cleaning of community ponds

_and streams, as also storage tanks
of the Agra Water Works.

People in several areas have been
protesting with buckets and matkas,

- Withthe day temperature Cross-
mg44 degrees Celsius the increas-.
- ing demand for water has triggered
protests and marches across the X

- city.

S

but the authorrtles express help-

lessness citing infrastructural inad-
equacies. Formore than a fortnight

. peoplein many areas, especially

Trans-Yamuna colonieshave been

tankers. Alargenumberof people
have left Kalindi Vihar and other

" colonies due to the water crisis.

The state government had

“announced two years ago that it

would constructa barragedown—

‘stream of the Taj Mahal. But work

- is still to begin on dredging and
" cleaning the river bed. The canal

- system and the community ponds

have not been cleaned or desilt-
ed. -
' "The problem really is of stor-

iing ‘and managing the water -

resources that are available, but they
have no such plans, though there

While pohtrcrans and govern—

,ment officials continue to offer all
_kinds of excuses and promise
_early. relief, it is the voluntary

groups and Good Samaritans that
have come forward to put up a

_ chain of water huts for the pedes-

trians. The water woes of the

‘pedestrians and two- and Ehree-.-

wheeler passengers, were being
effectively addressed, thanksto a
"Pyaoo" water hut-networkrun by

" a voluntary group Sri Nath ji

Nishulk Jal Sewa that has been
actrve since 1987.
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oon, machines to collect waste from
septlc tanks, dump it at sewage plants

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, MAY 21

THE DELHI Jal Board (DJB) is
planning to give licences for GPS-
enabled, specially-designed ma-
chines to extract-waste out of
septic tanks and empty it at
sewage treatment plants. The
process will start next month.
DJB vice-chairman Dinesh
Mohaniya said the lack of a
proper drainage system in unau-
thorised colonies usually leads to
residents using tankers to remove
waste from septic pits, and emp-
tyingitatthe Yamuna floodplains.

The board presently hasregis-
tered 150 service providers who
are disposing waste collected from
septic tanks into sewage treatment
plants as per existing norms.
Mohaniya said there are around
800 providers forthe serviceinthe
city,and the board expects around
the same number of licencesto be
issued for the machines.

“The plan will be imple-
mented in a phased manner. In
the first phase, we will get serv-
ice providers empanelled so they
follow our norms. In the second,
we will gradually switch to the
machines,” said Mohaniya.

Presently, pumps used by

service providers are manually
operated. There have been in-
stances when workers entered
the pits to remove waste,
Mohaniya said.

Mohaniya said the machines
are different from the ones given
toover 200 manual scavengersin
February, adding they will be fit-

“ted to a tanker which will collect

the wasteand transportittoa
sewage treatment plant. “We
plan to give these machines to
people who are already provid-
ing this service, to improve their
safety and security. The machines
areataconceptuallevel now, but
plansare onto include a GPS sys-

tem and minimise human inter-
vention. There are machines that
already exist in the market, but
we want some changes in them,
which our engineers will ap-
prove,” he said.

The move comes in light of
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) directing the DJB
earlier this month to set up a vig-
ilance system for checking dis-
charge of waste from septic
tanks into the Yamuna.

In April, a joint team of offi-
cials from the CPCB and the Food
Safety & Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) had reportedly
found tankers emptying sewage

directly into the ﬂoodplams
They had also found drains dis-
charging waste water from some
areas, including habitations in
Jagatpur Khadar Village and
Milan Vihar, into the floodplains.
The CPCB had reportedly
asked the board to plan a sewage
management systemin scattered
colonies and submitanactionplan
by May 20. Mohaniya said use of
the new machines and licencing
of waste extractors would check
disposal of sewage into. the
Yamuna. He added, “Work slowed
down due to elections, but DJB of-
ficials would have submitted the
report sought by the CPCB."
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- More tankers, fodder

camps for d1 @ught

Sudhir Suryawashi
sudhir_s@dnaindia.nel

In just a week the severity of
drought seems to have in-
creased as per government
relief figures. )

The government has de-
ployed an additional 207 wa-
ter tankers to meet additional
demand. 12000 additional cat-
tle have arrived at 30 new fod-
der camps situated at various
parts of the state.

Currently5700 tankersare
supplying water to 4,441 vil-
lages and 9731 hamlets. While
a total of 9.18 lakh cattle at
reported to be moved to 1383
cattle camps currently.

The government report
states that Aurangabad re-
gion has got 1107 tankers sup-
plving water which is the
highest. This is followed by
882 tankers in Beed, 775 to
Ahmednagar and 606 to Jalna
in Maharashtra.

Beed district has got 3.99
lakh cattle at the fodder
camps which is the highest,
followed by 3.20 lakh cattle in
Ahmednagar, 74,348 n
Solapur while 70,249 in Os-
manabagd. Beed and Ahmed-
nagar both drought-prone
districts have the highest 599
and 501 fodder camps.

“We wanted to reduce the
red tapism therefore we have
decentralized the power. Now,
people can approach the local
revenue officer and start the
fodder camps and water tank-
ers as well. The next 15 days
are crucial, Once the monsoon
arrives, things will be better,

Picture for representation

The government has
deployed an additional
207 water tankers to
meet additional demand.
12000 additional cattle
have arrived at 30 new
fodder camps situated at
various parts of the state

informed a senior officern
Chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis has been monitor-
ing drought affected area
situations. CM has spoken
with the Sarpanch of these
drought-affected areas and
offered help such as water
tankers, fodder and work to
people. Extra fodder is sup-
plied from Kolhapur and Sa-
tara to meet demand and en-
sure cattle do not die.
Meanwhile, MNS party del-
egation met the senior BJP
minister Chandrakant Patil
on Monday demanding the re-
laxing various drought relief
measures rules like allowing
farmers totake the animals in
the morning for tilling the
land and leaving them in the
fodder camps by evening.
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