Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

KTRKKIKK

West Block I,  Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

, Dated Q}-/’gg/q.
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings will be uploaded on the
CWC website.

% 'E 20‘01

PubllClty

Te

Encl: As stated above.

Deputy Director/VéE Dte. W \N
4 \ V
/ﬂo
’L/
Director, WSE{e. h‘rj ‘
/ 9‘9 ”aﬁ \ )5

For information to

Chairman CWC, New Delhi

Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned, uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in




News 1tem/letter/art1cle/edltonal Pubhshed on 2 5 : Oj ..... 2 O ....... vm the

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Txme of India (New Delhj) -
lndlan Express

Tribtine

Hindustan (Hindi) :
Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Deccan Chromcle

Deccan Herald
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)\/The Times of India (A)
i Business standard
- The Economic Times

TheHindu (New Delhi)
Rajasthan Patrike, (Hi ﬂd!)

and documenfed at Bhagirath {English) & Pub];czfy Section, CWC




-

%3 Oi ?OIS in the

News 1temdetter/amcle/ed1t011a1 Published on

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)
lndlan Express

Tribtine

Hindustan (Hindj)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu (New Delhi)\—
Rajasthan Patrika_(Hindi)

Deccari Chronicle
Deccan Herald

.The Times of India (A)
Business standard
The Economic Times

and documiented at Bhagirath {(English) & Publicity Section, CWC

ok Sabha, crucial to the fu-

‘ture of our democracy, our

pluralism, our federalism, are cnly
few weeks away.

But something else, somethmg

coincide ‘with ‘the electlons A
drought

* ‘The rains have failed us.,Noth-‘
ing new, one might say. True, ex-
‘cept that the rains’ let down this

‘time ‘comes on top of an already .
* cond Maharashtra Irrigation Com:

_low-rain and, in‘many places, no-

i+ rain ground situation. And the
_ nextmearest rains are six months

- ‘away. The cruelly blue, cloudless
skies over much of Ind;a, ‘north,
central, eastern. and peninsular In-
dia, say it all. And there is no gua-

ntee that June will see the onset
‘of a normal monsoon.

What the sky says

Does anyone care?Does the politi-

ical class? The Prime Minister and

Chief Ministers are not unaware of .-

the situation. They cannot be. The
India Meteorological Department

- (IMD)has given them enough data.

But when droughts and elections

tersect, it is extremely uncom-

fortable to leaders. It is inconve-
nient to dwell on the skies’ tidings.
Which government would like to
tell farmers that suffering lies at

India stares at water scarcity

Tack]mg d1 ought must be the 1mmedlate prlonty for adrrumstrators across the country
'ng up taps wrll sputter to a

stop and that we may well be Took-

us time and “again, the ‘media
comes in, and comes in redemp-
. tively. It is India’s great good luck
‘that public awareness, 1 .
‘and prodded by public discussions
. on meteorological data and media -
Teportage, has kept droughts from .
. deepening into fammes in our

dged

icountry.

‘The IMD report on scant rains

has received scant attention so far,

‘with exceptions being provrded by

'P. Sainath’s relentless warnings

‘and observations of experts of the
) calrbre and veracity of Ramchan:

/dra Sable, agro-meteorologist,and -

‘mission, reported in The Hindus-
‘tan Times (January 6, 2019).

. icit Jast-monsoon was modest

barely 10%. But the postmonsoon
rainfall (October to December,

~12018) or PMR as it is called by me
teorologists has registered a 44%
 deficit. This national average defi-

“than before, this time? For ther
son that this low-rain and

their threshold? Who would like to. . of'

tell them that water will be scarcer -

‘than before, that aquifers will
¢ plummet, crops ‘wither, livestock
-go_thirsty? Which ' government

e would, just weeks before the elec: .

tions; tell us that with reservoirs

from ru.ral to urban, agriculture to -

industry, poor to rich and
have , made our country-sid

chromcally water-scarce, Urban
India does not realise this fast

s

pre‘elecuon mood ‘tomc row’ be

even thinking of, leave alone talk-
ing of, drought and what can be

waivers?

Though our major leaders deny .

toral politics to mature into'an ous-
ter. It does not take more than one

ailed farm-season to tum to 1mpa
ience and then to- rage No politi

an in office or aspiring to it today

can ignore the drought. It is going

t0 be the biggest and unmedlate ;
st for the new governments in

Karnataka, Rajasthan, Madhya
adesh, Chhattisgarh. ‘Somewh
in her hurt ego,a’ ‘relieved’ Va-

sundhara Raje must be ’glad she is
it

~which it

T
: ,rheNDA is not in power —and now

‘the States in which it is not ex-
‘ceeds the number of States in
~ the rural yoter will
vote against whoever is in office
unless the fgovernment party’
. makes drought relief, water-use,

~food security and njéssrvé arth-

related programmes ‘its ‘absolute
priority. In other words, unless it

_'makes agrarian distress, now ag-

gravated by the drought, its ’priori~

. e’s‘ ‘Agrarian crisis’ appears to ur-
. banIndiaas somethmg ourthere

time when the ‘taken-for-grant-
’ piped water supply will falter
and when water cans will cost
ven more than they do, today.
_ Whoever becomes Prime Minis-
er will do well to appoint a com-
ssion like the Farmers’ Commis-

‘sion, which Dr. M.S. Swaminathan

headed, to advise him or her on
w water scarce India, all of In-
dia, needs to face drought. And
give that Commission just one
month to complete its study, make
ts recommendations not just to
overnment but to all Indians, to
us, who.have become so used to
water-access imbalance, water-use
opsidedness; water prodigality in

- advisories or appeals | but penaltles

‘willbe needed. |
Addressing . the :’deepenmg

. d:ought,:agran’an distress and wa-

er-management are critical mot
ust for our governments o sur-

5y
and governor
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lains, especiallyin Punjab,
aryana, Uttar Pradeshand =
jasthan, on Monday have led t

adip intemperatures which

ferop especially wheat, gram and
fmustard, saidscxentist‘s omp:
iesandtraders.

cold wave conditionstocontinue
over this belt over the nexttwo

disturbance would ensuremore
rainfall and snow over the Himala
yan region and the northern pla:

the wheatcrop, The cropisin |
5 n]lermg and pre-ﬂowermg stage

: fa.m;ers save the costof
Of

augurswellforthe standingrabi

" The weather office hasforecast

days. Ithas said thatthe western -

ins. “Theserains are beneficial for ©

. andso therainswillai m‘the

growthof theplant. As therains
were well-distributed,

0,” said Gyanendra Pr:
ivector, Directorateo

in the growing
‘mustard crop. Compames an
n'aderssald that good rains
1higheryieldsp

recent nam and les foggy days this

—

gein
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh

about YIeldS tobelessdueto poor
‘winterrains, whichmayseea '
tumaround *said Bunal Kothan,

Anu] Gupta, deputy ice-presi-
ntof commodityresearch at

ngel Commodity said thatdue to

theserainsthey expected wheat
etoincrease by 10% to

eto the current weather

sand expectationsof a -

bumper crop, wheat prices fell by
almost 0.50% in futures and as

hesaid. Guptasaidthat the trade
was concerned about the continu-

usrainsfollowed by hailstorm
which could damage chanaand
‘mustard. crop:
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