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No rain fOIf‘,(\o

next 7 days,
hot conditions

to continue

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi recorded its
hottest day of the season so
far with the maximum tempe-
rature touching 40.3 ‘degrees
Celsius — two notches above
normal. The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
warm conditions are likely to
continue till the weekend with
maximum temperature hove-
ringbetween 40 and 41 degrees.
“Hot conditions will prevail
in the region. We may see the
warmest day of the season on
‘Wednesday and thundery deve-
lopment is likely to take place
on both Thursday and Friday.
- Norain is, however, expected in
the region for the next seven da-
. ys,” said a senior Met official.
Earlier, Delhi recorded its
- warmest day of this year on
April 17, when the maximum
temperature was recorded 40
degree Celsius. Met officials sa-
id temperatures could cross 41
degrees in the next 24 hours at
- Safdarjung, with . other loca-
: tions possibly recording higher
temperatures. The - regional
Metdepartmentalsosaidall we-
ather stations in Delhi recorded
amaximum ahove 40 degrees.
The warmest location in
Delhi was Ridge with a maxi-
mum of 42.7 degree Celsius,
while Palam recorded 42.5 deg-
ree. Humidity levels, meanwhi-
le, oscillated between 26 and
77% in the last 24 hours. Delhi’s
minimum temperature  was
22.2degree Celsius-onedegree
below normal for the season.
The rise in temperature, ho-
wever, did not affect Delhi’s air
quality which remained in the
‘poor; category according to
CPCB’snational index, SAFAR,
an air forecasting agency said
air quality is expected to rema-
in poorfor the next threedays.
“Between April 24 and 25
the region will be under the in-
fluence of a feeble western dis-
turbance and wind speed will
pick up. Thunderstorms with
gusty winds can lead to dust su-
spensionatisolated regions” sa-
id a SAFAR on Tuesday
Forecast for Wednesday shows
a maximum of 41 degrees
Celsius, whilethe minimum co-
uld hover around 23 degrees
Celsius, respectively.
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Water cr|5|s Shallow wells
fo help harvest ramwater

i RakshlthaR

BENGALURU Almost bat-
tle-hardened after facing
acute water scarcity this
summer, Beliandur resi-
dents are now on a collective
mission to recharge the
depleted groundwater table.
Residents of apartments

{and individual homes are |
digging shallow wells in their |
A pit (Ieft) anda shallow well around a borewell in Bellandur
’SPECIALARRANGEMENT i

premises for groundwater

rejuvenation. Meagre water .
supply from the BWSSB and
hefty prices of private tankers
_weren't helping either.

Resident welfare associa-
tions met experts earlier this
month, after which they de-

| cided to dig at least 2,500 re-
| charge pits in the ward before

| the monsoon. ‘

Asmany as15 communities -

have set up around hundred
shallowwells so far. The source
ofthewellisan aqulfer anun-
derground layer of permeable
soil that contains water and
allowsits passage. Astherains
have begun, the residents are
hoping their mission will suc-
ceed.

“Lot of construction is hap-
pening without provisions for
rainwater harvesting. Hardly
‘any borewell in Bellandur has
water now, due to over-ex-
ploitation of groundwater.
Hence, we are going ahead
with this initiative,” said Vish-

|| nuPrasad, president, Kasava-
»

nahalli DevelopmentForum
The extentofthewater crisis
in the ward was so acute that

-peoplewerediggingborewells

even on footpaths. There have
been cases where apartments
did notreceive water for more

- than 18 hours consistently.

Despite many residents
showing interest in the pro-
cess, what’s forbiddmg them
from building a pit islack of
suitable space. “Myapartment
doesn’t have enough space to
dig a pit. We are struggling to
find space for one, so that suf-
ficient water is retained in the
coming months,” said:-Anand
Pandey, a resident along the
Sarjapur Road.

“The problem arises while

‘building the basic structure.
‘Some with no pillars cannot
dig pits as it could be danger- -

ous. The pits require atleast 3
feetspace, afeetaway fromthe
foundation, which isnot possi-

DH-22

Al aboutplts

- @ |deal depth:20 feet

& Typeoffilters used:
Gravrtatronal fﬁters and
- popup ﬂlters i
& Costofcreating each pitz
- Rs 25,000 for normal pits,
- Rs 30,000 forp S round
“borewells©

# Ideally, 3 pits can be dug in
: an apar’cmentcomplex o

ble around many buildings,”
said a rainwater expert.
“Some dig pits close to ex-
isting borewells. The ideais to
rechargethe borewell directly.
But there isa risk involved in
this, as it might cause damage
totheborewell,”he added.
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