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HEEQUATORPRINCIPLES isa
risk-management framework,
adopted by financial institu
tions, for determining, assess
ing and managing environ
mentaland social risk in project financing,
and is intended to provide a minimum
standard tor due diligence and monitor
ing to support responsible risk decision-
making prior to lending for projects. The
Equator Principles were formally launched
in Washington, DC,on June 4,2003.

They were formed as a gujdeline o
financial institutions before lending to
infrastructure projects. Since the incep-
tion of the Equator Principles in 2003, the
energyand extractivesindustry hasbeen a
major focus of the environmental and
socialrisk reviews conducted by nearly 80
member banks. For example, Bank of
Tokyo-Mitsubishi, a leader in project
finance, put 225 projects through its
Equator Principles review process between
2006and 2012.0f these, 60% were in the
mining, oil, gas and energy sectors.

Financial institutions are accountable
toscreeningwhen lending to projects that
are hazardous environmentally and
socially. Their investment decisions
increasinglyinclude an assessment of E&S
risks and impacts. This rule is not only
applicable to MDBs (multilateral develop-
ment banks) and international financial
institutions,butalso to commercial banks
and private equity funds. In many devel-
oping countries, international players
require compliance with both national
laws and international E&S standards
developed by MDBs, which are sometimes
more stringent than those inscribed in
national legislation.
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Equator Principles
In project financing

Implementing the Equator
Principles has enhanced the
role of project financing;
sustainable development
has become key

ject,whichinvolved construction of adam
on the Narmada river in Gujarat, got
harshly criticised worldwide forits adverse
environmental and social impacts. It was
built to provide electricity and irrigation
water todownstream regions,and the con-
struction of this dam resulted in forced
dislocation of more than 2 lakh native
people living along upstream districts,
without provisions of sufficient compen-
sation or means of livelihood reinstate-
ment.To ensure justice to the people dis-
placed, international NGOs undertook
Narmada relief campaign, due to which
the financialassistance to the project, pro-
vided by the World Bank and official devel-

In the 1980s, the Sardar Sarovar pro-\

HATTANGADI

The author s a management thinker and blogger g8 A P

opment assistance (ODA) of the Japanese
government, got terminated.
In the late 1990s, when the world

Ul

[ N

started seriously thinking about safe-
guarding environment and social welfare
aboveall, multilateral development finan-
cial organisations such as the World Bank
and export credit agencies of OECD mem-
ber countries came up with environmen-
taland social guidelines to properly man-
age environmental and social risks
associated with large-scale projects. But
onlyahandfulof private financial institu-
tions in the world were implementing
environmental and social reviews before
lending for projects. Therefore, environ-
mental NGOs started demanding that pri-
vate financial institutions must be held
responsible forneglecting environmental
and social risks; attention must be given
toCSRin terms of environmental issues.
To address these demands and con-
cerns, in October 2002, ABN AMRO and

the International Finance Corporation
(the IFCis in charge of private projects for
the World Bank Group) invited major
global financial institutions engaged in
project finance activities to assemble in
London with the intention to come up
withenvironmentaland social risks man-
agement guidelines for private financial
institutions. As a result of this meeting,
Citigroup, ABN AMRO, Barclays and
WestLB, in collaboration with the IFC, cre-
ated a framework for managing environ-
mental and social risks. The Equator Prin-
ciples were thus formulated in June 2003.
The founders of the Equator Principles
wanted their adoption to be a globally
applicable to financial institutions in the
notthern and southern hemispheres, and
the equator seemed to represent that bal-
ance perfectly, hence were named thus.

The Equator Principles were first
revised in July 2006, to align it with the [FC
Performance Standards. Further revision
of the [FC Performance Standards took
place in 2012 and the need to strengthen
environmental and social risks manage-
ment resulted in the launch of the third
version of the Equator Principles in June
2013. The fourth round of revision is
under review and will be finalised by
August 2019.

The key thematic areas of this round
include social impact and human rights,
climate change, designated countriesand
applicable standards and scope of applic-
ability of each principle. So far, 94 finan-
cial institutions from 37 countries have
officially adopted the Equator Principles,
which covers the majority of international
prsject finance debt in emerging and

developed markets.

Pursuant to the finalisation of princi-
ples of EPFis (Equator Principles Financial
Institutions), the lender needs to cate-
gorise a new project according to its level
of prabable environmental and social risks
based on the screening criteria of the IFC.
The three categories are as follows:

CategoryA: Projects with potential sig-
nificantadverse social and environmental
impacts thoscare diverse, permanent and
exceptional;

Category B: Projects with potential
limited adverse social or environmental
impacts, largely reversible and addressable
through mitigation measures;

Category C: Projects with minimal or
no social or environmental impacts. The
standards have consequently been peri-
odically updated into what is commonly
known as the IFC Performance Standards
on social and environmental sustainabil-
ityand on the World Bank Group Environ-
mental, Health, and Safety Guidelines.

Benefits of the Equator Principles:
Borrowers don’t like banks telling them
how to behave; they want theirloans to be
sanctioned and that’s about it. With so
many monetary scams and money laun-
dering taking place, the credibility of the
globalfinancial institutionsis under heavy
scrutiny today, especially in markets where
social and environmental standards for
businessare less stringent. Another fact is
thatcompanies with little or no experience
in applying mitigation measures often
require additional support and advice
from their lenders. Implementing the
Equator Principles has enhanced the role
of project financing; sustainable develop-
ment has become key issue.
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“Drying up of Indo-Gangetlc
Jasin may tr|;

Bappa.Ma;umdar
@timesgroup.com \g, 5

Hyderabad: An NGRIreport
on the largest groundwater
depletion in northern India
comes close on the heels of a
Niti Aayog report last year
that predlcted that Delhi;
along with several other met- -
ros, could run out of ground-
water ‘by 2020. According to
NGRI estimates, Delhi re-
quires1cubickm of waterev-'
ery year for drinking, indus-
trial and domestic purposes.-
The topN GRI sc1entlst al- -

Drying up of
: groundwater by
using bigger pumps
from deeper
_borewellsis
- causing large-scale
~ contaminationof
. water, says areport

sofearedthatdryingup of the:

Indo-Gangetic basm,
prising some 2,000 knt of lan(f
from Pakistan to Bangladesh,
may also trigger moderate
earthquakes Drylng up of

is .also causing largescale
contamination of water.
. While 10 years ago, arse-

' nic-contaminated water was. -
largely seen in some parts of

West Bengal and Bihar, it’s

 now being seen moving in a
_northwest  direction.. The

Ganga basin region has two
big aquifers. But people have
tarted | to overexploit both,
eading to more cross con-
tammatlon sc1entlstssay

- Multiple studies by re-
search agencies have shown
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ger tremors’

‘groundwater by usmg b1gger
pumps from deep erborewells

how paddy is getting infected
with arsenic, and there are
fears that it will affect other |
crops and have a dlsastrous

impacton health.

Worried over the state of %

groundwater in India, the gov-

ernment has entrusted NGRL
to look for new aquifers in the ™
country: Scientists here have

used helicopter-borne electro-*

magnetictoolstofindnew frac-

tures zones beneath the earth,
containing untapped water in
" cities like Surata and Nagpur

antongother areas.
Fullreporton www.toi.in
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Hyderabad An NGRI report
on the Iargest groundwater

depletion in northern India

comes close on the heels of a
Niti Aayog report last year
that predicted that Delhi,
along with se{ieral other met=
ros, could run out of ground-
water by 2020. According to
NGRI estimates, Delhi re-
quiresl cublckm of waterev-
ery year for drinking, indus-
trialand domestic purposes.
The top NGRI scientist al-

)asin may trigger

‘groundwater by usmg b1gger

pumps from deeperborewells

is also causing largescale
~contamination of water.

Drying up of
groundwater by
using bigger pumps
- from deeper

. borewellsis

- causing Iarge-scale
; ,contammatlon of

. water, says a report
sofearedthat drymgup of the
Indo-Gangetic . basm,
prisingsome2, 000 kmof lan
from Paklstan to Bangladesh, tamination, scwnﬂstssay

may also trigger moderate =
arthquakes. Drymg up of i

Ganga basin region has two
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‘ While 10 years ago, arse» 2
- nic-contaminated water was. -
_ largely seen in some parts of

West Bengal and Bihar, it’s.
now being seen movingina
" northwest direction. The -

big aquifers. But people have
started to overexploit both,
‘leading to more Cross con-
' cities like Surata and Nagpur
Multiple studies by re- |

search agenmes haye shown o

tremors’

owpaddy is getting infected
with arsenic, and there are.
fears that it will affect other ‘.
crops and have a dlsastrous
impact on health. :
' Worried over the state of
groundwater in India, the gov-
ernment has entrusted NGRE
tolook for new aquifers in the

used helicopter-borne electro-
magnetictoolsto findnewfrac-

‘country: Scientists here have~

tures zones beneath the earth,’ 3

containing untapped water in

anmongotherareas.
Full reporton www. toz m
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New Dellu: Chlef ‘minister '

b

AskH aryana to give more

" Arvind Kejriwal, who is also
the Delhi Jal Board chair-
man, has written to Prime
- Minister Narendra Modi see-

kmg his intervention in con-
vincing Haryana to increase - §

. theamount of waterbeingre-
- leased for the Wazirabad tre-
' atment plant to avert a crisis

E

T" states/that even though the .

¥

. in NDMC areas and central

“ Delhinext month

The letter sent on Frlday

matter is being pursued legal-

i ly; intervention at the “highest

- level”

¢

“imminent water availability

| crisis” in NDMC areas from

. the second week of March.
: Kejriwal pointed out that whi-
- le Haryana’s populatlon isthe
- same as Delhi’s, it gets about'
' twicethe water share.

~ “We are trying to resolve

‘the long-term issues with Ha-

! ryana before Delhi high co-

[

urt. This request letter is to
brmg to your kind attention

the water crisis that may hit

isnecessary to.avertan

“The letter sent on Fiday

matter is being pursued

legally, intervention at the

‘highest level'is neoessary
 to avert an imminent
‘water availability crisis’

g o SRR
NDMC in the middle of
March duringwhichHoliwill
be celebrated and children
will be facing board exams,’
theletterreads. - S
According to the current
estimate, about one-third of -

. water production intended for

NDMC and central Delhiislik-
ely to be impacted. “This will -

lead to curtailment of supply
to the most importantareasof -

states that even though the e

Delhi due to stkib-optima'l ope-

_rations. of water treatment
- plants at Chandrawal and Wa-

zirabad,” Kejriwal said.
“Goingbylast year’s expe-

rience, water in the Yamuna
-islikelytodepleteordryupin

the middle of March. In this
period, Haryana is required

_ to send water from Tajewala

to Delhi via alternative rou-
tes of CLC and DSB canals.

- ter is just 5% of 2,400 cusecs
available at TaJewala ? the

letteradded.

‘The letter Cifés a 1996 judg-

~ mentof Supreme Court to ar-
- gueinitsfavour. Para 10 of the
‘-judgment : states:
~.anddirectthat Delhishall con-

“We order

tinue to get as much water for
domestic use from Haryana
through Yamuna ‘which can

‘be consumed and filled in the

twq waterreservoirsandtreat-
~ment plantsat Wazirabad and
Haiderpur. This order is not
dependent on the MoU or any
- other proceedmg ‘that may be
initi : y. other law



Acftivistscallforaclean
Ganga, sitondharna

KRITIKA SEHGAL

lean Ganga activists
marched from India
Gate to Jantar Man-
tar here on Saturday
in support of their demands.
They were spearheading the
cause of Aatmabodhanand, a
26-year-old computer sci-
ence graduate-turned-activist
whohasbeen ona fast-unto-
death foraclean Ganga for 123
days in Haridwar.
"Hehas been fasting since
24 October 2018, seeking the
cancellation of the ongoing
hydro projects, however the
concerned Union minister
hasnottalked to him," claimed
a protester.
The activists claimed the

authorities had turned a deaf

ear to their demands. "It has

Medha Patkar at the dharna

been years since we have
been agitating over this, try-
ing everythingto get our con-
cerns heard but there has
been no dialogue with the gov-
emment. People have died fast-
ing for this butno official has
gotbacktous," said an activist.

Hesaid they have been con-

tinuously writing to the gov-

ernment and the ministry,
but no conversation has been
initiated by them. "Our
demand is to allow free flow
of Ganga, no new dam should
be constructed on the river and

the ones under construction
shouldberemoved," said the
protesters.

Swaraj IndialeaderYogen-
dra Yadav and Narmada
Bachao Andolan leader Medha
Patkar also joined the protest.
"I stand here with all my
friends who are protestinghard
to get their demands acknowl-
edged. 1 support each and
every person whois standing
for the cause and I will keep
doing the same. We will fight
tillwe can because the cause
is right to fight for," said
Yadav.

Students of different col-
leges and social workers also
joined in the dharna. "We
appreciate the decision of
the government of not setting
up any new hydro power
projectson the Ganga, but the
issue here is that there are

A

-

threats to the survival of the
Ganga. The belt near Sarang-
pur has been converted into
a cancer belt as the water is
highly polluted. The flow of
Ganga is decreasing every
year anditis eventually going
to affect the human chain as
well," said Vikrant, an activist.
He added," Despite hun-
dreds of letters and requests
to the government, we haven't
received anyreply from them."
Hesaid Aatmabodhanand
hasbeen fasting for the cause
in Haridwar and is surviving
onhoney and water. Previous-
ly too activists have sacri-
ficed themselves for this cam-
paign, he pointed out.
Swami Sanand fasted for
111 days until he succumbed,
buthis protest was continued
by Gopal Das for 146 days,
before he went missing.
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Settxngthe record stralghf i:he

Centre today said India has.

been utilising 95 per cent of
waters of eastern rivers a]loca_t=
ed to India for “exclusive use’

undertheIndusWatersTreaty '
with Pakistan on' account of &
which about2 mﬂhonacmfeet -k

(MAF) of unutilised water

from the Ravr annua]ly ﬂowed

Ravi. These storage works,
together with other works

like' Beas-Sutlej link; Mad- -
. hopura-Beas link, Indira

Gandhi Nahar project, ete
had helped to utilise coun-
try’s share of waters.
However, about 2 MAF of
water from the Ravi annually
is reported to be still flowing
unutilised to Pakistan below
Madhopur, the government
said. Henee, three major proj-
ects, including construction of
Shahpur Kandi onwhlchwork
has resumed, have been
planned torectify the anomaly:
“The three projects will
help India utilise its entire

share of water given under

m o ’
and Thein (Ramltsagar) on

the Indus Waters Treaty,”th
government added.
The Shahpur Kandi project

will  help in utilising the
waters coming out from pow- =

erhouse of Thein dam to irri-

gate 37,000 hectares in J&K
and Punjab and generate 206
MW power. It was scheduled
to be completed by Septem— o
~ ber 2016, but work had been
'suspende&' since August 30,
2014, following a dispute
between J&K and Punjab.
Consequenf to agreement

LIS SAIEREE S

- reached between the two

4 i states on September 8; 2018

- work has resumed.

The other is the prbposed &

Ujh national multipurpose
- project, which will create stor-

‘age of about 781 millioncum
of water on the UJh:— atribu-

tary of Ravi — for irrigation

and power generation, and
provide a total irrigation ben-
efit of 31,380 hectare in

Kathua, Hiranagar and Sam-
ba district of J&K, besides

providing water for Kathua.

Dec;an Cnromd
Deccan Heralg

The Timses of lﬂdld (A)
Business standard
- The Economic Times

€ :lr flowto Pak

"'The DPR of the national

~ project; which is scheduled to

be completed in six years, has

(national project) which aims

-to tap excess water ﬂowmg
down to Pakistan through
Ravi by construc’ang a bar-
‘Tage across the river for .
_diverting water ‘through a
_ tunnel link to Beas basin.

Under the Treaty; all water of
the three eastern rivers averag-
ing around 33 MAF were allo-

~ cated toIndia for exdusweuse

“The water of western rivers —
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab-—

_averaging to around 135 MAF
to

: except spec1ﬁed‘ domesﬁc, :
non-consumptive and agricul-

tural use permitted to India as

" provided in the Treaty.”

been technically approved for

- the total cost 0f 35,850 crore.

- The third project is the sec- -
- ond Ravi Beas link below Ujh-

“India had also been given

‘the right to generate electricity
t}uoughrunofnverpmjecfs on
the western rivers which, sub-
jectto specific criteria fordesign
andoperanon, is unrestricted,”
the ‘government added. The
Indus sysbem comprises main -
Indus river, Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. The
basin is mainly shared by India
and Pakistanwith a small share
for China and Afghanistan.
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Turning the tap off .-
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India can wriggle out of the Indus Waters Treaty, there is a precedent

LT GEN PK GROVER (RETD)
FORMER STATE INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

UTUAL trust and coop-
eration are fundamen-
tal to international rela-
tions. The attack in
Pulwama has again challenged just
this. Indo-Pakistan relations are at
an all-time low. Upholding the
supremacy of our national interests
and the close connect between
India’s foreign affairs and its fun-
damental security and development
priorities, India’s resolve to punish
Pakistan for its continuous proxy
war in J&K is an inevitable impera-
tive. This is no time for benevolence
when we stand challenged!

One of the measures that should be
considered is to revisit the Indus
Waters Treaty under which Pakistan
has been receiving about 80 per cent of
the water from the Indus Basin System
for the past 58 years. Pakistan is a
water-stressed country, with each citi-
zen getting about one-sixth of the share
of water when compared to the situa-
tion at the time of Independence. The
Indus provides water to over 80 per
cent of Pakistan’s 54 million acre of
irrigated land. Farming activities gen-
erate 21 per cent of the country’s GDP
and any depletion in the discharge will
derail its agrarian economy.

That the Kashmir dispute and the
water disputes are interwoven is an
inescapable truth. J&K, even though
an upper riparian state, is the worst
affected due to restrictions imposed
by this treaty. Pakistan has also adopt-
ed an obstructionist strategy since

1977 by raising issues regarding run-

of-river projects under construction
on the western rivers by India.

After the Uri attack in 2016, while
discussing punitive measures to be

DAMN RIGHT: The ICJ has upheld that a treaty may be dissolved by reason of a
fundamental change of cwcumstances India is within its rights to explore it.

Farming activities generate 21 per cent of Pakistan's
GDP. Any depletion in the water discharge is sure

to derall its agrarlan economy

adopted against Pakistan, the PM had
stated that ‘blood and water cannot
flow together’. Steps were initiated to
prevent waters of the eastern rivers
authorised to India from flowing into
Pakistan. India decided to fast-track
the Shahpur Kandi Project, Ujh Hydro
Electricity Project (198 MW) and Sut-
lej-Beas link. Further, a Ravi-Beas link
was also proposed. The main benefici-
aries being Punjab and J&K. Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari recently con-
firmed this resolve of the government.

It was also desired to maximise,
within the ambit of Article III of the
treaty, the potential of India’s use
of waters on the three western
rivers, namely Indus, Chenab and
Jhelum, in the areas of hydro-pow-
er, irrigation and storage.

The recent sequence of events,
especially in view of the proposed
US withdrawal from Afghanistan,
indicates no change in Pakistan’s
attitude. Thus, there is a need to
consider gradually diluting the pro-
visions of the treaty as it is against
our national interests to not do so
and to 51multaneously make Pak-

istan pay for its misadventures. We
have sufficient grounds to justify
our stance in all forums.

Firstly, the treaty was signed with
undivided Pakistan to provide the
requisite food security. Thus, ipso fac-
to, the interest of former East Pak-
istan was also part of this agreement.
Now that Bangladesh is an independ-
ent nation and India has a separate
treaty with it, there is a need to
review/cancel our agreement with
Pakistan by invoking Article 62 of the
Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties. In the past, the Internation-
al Court of Justice (ICJ) has upheld
the principle that a treaty may be dis-
solved by reason of a fundamental
change of circumstances.

Secondly, Pakistan has been draw-
ing the benefit of our benevolence
without any responsibility. The treaty
does not explicitly provide for an exit
option, but we should justify India’s
right to withdraw from the treaty cit-
ing Pakistan’s non-compliance with
the UN Security Council’s Resolu-
tion 1373, a counter-terrorism meas-
ure binding on all member states.

Thirdly, it is important to highlight
that national interests are supreme. A
large number of international treaties
have been abrogated or reviewed.
The US had abrogated the ABM
treaty signed in 1970s as it no longer
conformed to the existing security
compulsions. Hungary dishonoured
the treaty of 1977 vintage regarding
the construction of a project on the
Danube, in which the ICJ gave a rul-
ing based on the customary interna-
tional laws of sharing of water
resources in terms of ‘equitable utili-
sation’ rather than the treaty. Dispute
between the US and Mexico over the
waters of Rio Grande was resolved
based on the ruling that ‘the funda-
mental principle of international law
is the absolute sovereignty of every
nation against all others, within its
own territory’. More?recently, the
decision by the Permanent Court of
Arbitration on thé South China Sea
has been rejected by China. In fact,
China has strengthened its presence
in the region. Similarly, the US has
recently announced it will withdraw
from an ageing N-treaty with Russia.

Hence, it is a feasible proposition.
Butwe should, at the earliest, finalise
our plans to control and divert the
western river flows. A technically fea-
sible option is to divert the waters to
the eastern rivers. Also, there is a
need to construct large storage dams
on the Jhelum and Chenab at strate-
gic locations for power generation
and to control additional discharge.
Water in raised reservoirs can fulfil
requirements in times of drought.
This will also assist in charging
aquifers to improve the ground
water. Storage facilities will also safe-
guard against any inundation threat
in North Kashmir.

Our ultimate aim should be to fol-
low the UN International Water Con-
vention, which permits a nation sov-
ereignty over the waters flowing
through it. This will also give a major
fillip to the economy of J&K. Infra-
structural costs may be enormous,
but it cannot be denied that water is
an economic resource and recovery of
the costs will only be a matter of time.
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‘water: KQ] rlwal to PM

| -htrepnners@_hinduslantxm% com

. NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal Friday wroteto
Prime Minister NarendraModi,
requestinghimtoaskHaryana
to release the amount of water
required tokeep the Wazirabad
pond filled so as to prevent a

. watercrisisin New Delhineigh-

 bourhoods in the middle of

- ‘March.

-~ In his letter, Ke]nwal said
supply of aboutone-third ofthe

~ totalamountof waterneededin
theareas thatfallunder thejur-

isdiction of the New Delhi

\* Municipal Council and the Cen-

i tral Delhi command was likely

~ to get affected due Haryana's .

~ “reluctance” to keep the Wazi

~ (MLD) of water in the area.
the total amount, 120MLD

i will result in curtailment of

i (water) supply to the m

G meortantareasofDe’lmdu 2

_suboptimal operatlonofwater

; t’eaimentplamsatChandrawalf

| and Wazirabad. Water in thi

& river Yamunawill likely deplete
ordry upinthemiddle of March.

./ In this period, Haryana is

required to convey water from curtailment OfSUpply
. Tajewalato Delhivia thealter- v
native routee{?flcarn line 10 thﬂ most lmportant

channel (CLC) and Delhi sub- - areas of Delhi due to
. branch canal (DSB). The addi- i T £
" Honal120 cusecsofwaterisonty ~ Suboptimal operation of

more which is avallable at ; ;
Tajewala.” Chandrawal, Wazirabad.

‘The NDMC, which s_preads ARER R SR
- across42, .74squarekilometres, ‘CMKEJRIWAL'SLETTERTO MODI

“ houses residences of "VtPs;“*

SR

oesn’t relea;

 connections; 4,000 bulk connec-
tions (mainly given to hotels,

‘about5%of2,400 cusecwateror watertreatment p, ants at Lo

including the Presidentand the

Prime Minister. The entire dip-
lomatic area, ministries, resi-

' dential colonies of government

ofﬁmals 1uxuryhotels impor-

also fall under the jurisdiction
ofthe NDMC. Inthe NDMCarea,
‘there are 20,000 domestic water
-connections, 4,000 non- domeshc

— i A M. A . &

S¢
‘§5 ,

institutes, and hospitals) and 15
dhobi ghats.

The CMsaid that hisgovern-
ment would make best efforts
for water tanker supplies to the
NDMC asmay berequired dur-
ingthat period as rationalisa-

*tion and diversion from other
_acutecrisisareas of Delhiisnot

alwayspossible. “Itisrequested
that efforts may kindly bemade

5 ] "=~ from your(PM) office for keep-
‘tant hospitals and institutions

ing the Wazirabad pond full by
Haryana so that the imminent
water crisis in the NDMC area
canbeaverted,” theletter main-
tained.

i
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Ganga basin States stare at three-fold
W As éﬁ's dec:hﬁé éntdypolluti_o‘njvorsens.. themwﬂl be]

i JACOB Kosmy
NEW DELHI

ailable Uﬁa; Pradesh and Madhya Prﬁd_es

dm&perﬁn&e seftings. - : mitted to reduce poliution
'he aim of the reporiwas  in.the Ganga by, 70% by-

Ppectively in'2040 as com-
T eels o pared to:the currentlevels.
The Ganga river basin could - Madhya Pradesh would see
sée crop failures rise three- -~ a.39y, Delhi 22% and Uttar
fold and drinking . water - Pradesh a.25% deficit in
shortage go up by as much : drinking water during the
; 4@s'39% in some States bet-- -Same. period, -the assess- ...,
" ween now and 2040, Saysan ’; ment released ‘earlier this "
assessment commissioried  weeknoted. |, ety Sem

L 10-strengthen the “capacity . March 2019, x i
for strategic basin planning, - - Therearen’tany €asy so--,
develop aset of scenarios lutions, the ‘report. cay-- -
for r.he”develnp‘,mentﬁ of the  tioned; pointing:out-that
Ganga basinand* biiild a . there isno ‘silver bullet’ in-<
trong and accessible know- ‘tervention that can’solve all

" modelling study that simu.

€ ~ Iates river flow; water-quali  problems. Combinations-of -
by the World Bank and sub-- s o { Iy and groundwater levels i - X different . -interventions -
mitted {o the Central Wae Nation’s lifelin Foeisiit G the different States and re." . De, g river health such ‘as increasing “water.

* Commission. g el The basin provides OVer & ' Source of worry: Th XDOSt ions within he report on the future of . use efficiency ‘and .imple- -
If there'is 1o interven- - thirg of India’s available sur- ; Ganga basin comes 4t 3

aridwarin December 201

: Ganga basin comes ét 3. menting a ‘more j
=tion, Uttarakhand, 'Hima- + face water and contributes i€ - ¥

per

12, By olate, the mod ~when_experts, :have - drop’ rather than striving - -
. chal Pradesh; Uttar Pradesh - more than half the national groundwater is expected to consideted land use; infras: - raised concems ‘over; the . for wholesale crop produc- -
and Bihar are likely to sea s " water use, of which 90% is ‘more-than double, leading 2 pre- l'h-umue,paplﬂaﬁnn,.in ~lack of adequare safeguards - tion are needed, it
deficitin rrigation warer of . for irrigation: 7~ % .- to an increase in the critical - vels...Water- gitality - try ang agricultire settings - to ensure the river’s heath. E
28%, 10%, 10% and I5%res- ~ -~ *The volume of bloi ues in iro; i L 1

Low flo

mvironmental “flow - as well a< th recipitati

o

/Bovernment has. com-

Ganga basin States stare
atrising crop faﬂu:eséé;y*f
“The inrewenﬁon that will caIﬂDw,whlchrefersto the

“resiflt in the most beneficial . minimum amount of water .
impact'is improvement -of . that must be maintained at

municjpal waste water treat-  all times through the year to
-ment. Whether central:or, - ensure the river’s health.
de-central, whether highor 7.7 f =y + P
low tech, reduction inpollu-.. River law x5 S

-The.~government - was to-.
have * operationalised e
+*Ganga law to address the is-
‘water for downstream s ~sue of the Tiver’s-ecology.
including ecosystem servic- ' The Jack of such a Jaw has
es, as well as a drastic reduc- - triggered “hunger strikes,
tibn in water-related illness- mainly by activists in Harid-
es and deaths,” the Teport  war, togive effect to the law, -
added. - Oneof them, 26-year-old . -
Environmentalists say re-- Aatmabodhanand, from Ma-
ducing pollution in the Gan-  tri Sadan (Haridwar) is on &
g2 hinges on setting up sew- - “fast unto death’ since Oc-
age plants rather - than .- tober 24,72018. He took up
ensuring that the parural - the cause after the death of
flow -of the river is not- ‘Swami Sanand (Prof. G.D. :
blocked, as thar would hob- . Agrawal) who died after 111 -
ble its propensity o clean days of continuous fast, | . -
itself, . . The Centre - however
Ecologists and river acti- maintains that it has set in
- visis'have embaried on a° ‘motion nwst of the proiects - .
new agitation, as of Satur- _to clean the river and thar E
day in Delhi, to highlight the *_'this will eventually ensure -
government’s apathy- to- thar' Tnecessary -ecological .
wards addressing ‘ecoloj - flow. =1 imen,

tioni loads. provides 2 pos:
tive retun on investment
both in availability of clean




Pulwama and Indus Waters Treaty- does India hold all the cards?

The pact has survived wars, but Nitin Gadkari has now asked officials to see if the\re are ‘technical ways' to stop the flow of water

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Is the announcement by
‘Water Resources Minister
Nitin Gadkari that India
would use up its share of
waters in the rivers flowing
to Pakistan a new one?

& That India would use the
entre share of water allot-
ted to it under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty, has been the go-
vernment’s traditional
position. Then, in the after-
math of the Uri attack that
claimed the lives of at least
20 Indian soldiers, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
declared that “blood and
water” couldn’t flow togeth-
er and suspended India’s
participation in the Perma-
nent Indus Commission,
where India and Pakistan
regularly meet to discuss
sharing of waters in the In-
dus river - basin system.

Amony the decisions taken
at the time was one to “fully
utilise” India’s share of wa-
ter. Work has progressed to-
wards this end, according to
the government. (The Indus
commission talks too have
resumed). In the aftermath
of Mr. Gadkari's tweets of
February 21, to “stop India's
share of water” into Pakis-
tan, Neeta Prasad, a spokes-
person in the Union Water
Resources ministry, told
presspersons that “this is
not a new decision... Man-
triji [Minister] is simply reit-
erating what he has always
said”

How many dams is India
planning to build to ensure
that it uses up all of its
share of the water?

& India already urilises 95%

of the 33 MAF (million acre
feet) allotted to it under the

norms of the Indus Waters
Treaty. To consume the en-
tire share, the government
has undertaken steps to
stop the flow of almost 2
MAF from the Ravi river,
from Madhopur. These in-
clude completing the Shah-
purkandi project, construct-
ing the Ujh multipurpose
project — to create 781 mil-
lion cubic metre storage on
the Ujh, a tributary of the
Ravi - and developing the
second Ravi-Beas link below
Ujh. The last project alone
will utilise 0.58 MAF of sur-
plus water below the Ush
dam by diverting the same
to Beas basin. All three are
‘national projects”

1s the Minister’s statement
intended to pile up the
thetoric on Pakistan?

B Yes. While it has been In-
dia’s stated position to fully

utilise its eastern rivers, Mr.
Gadkari said on Friday that
he had asked officials in the
Water Resources Ministry to
see if there were “technical
ways” to stop the flow of In-
dus water that rightfully be-
long to Pakistan. One way —
again an option that India
has already exercised - is its
construction of the Kishen-
ganga Project, on the Jhe-
lum and the Ratle project on
the Chenab. Both of these
are projects on the western
rivers and under provisions
of the Indus treaty, may be
exploited by Pakistan. Ho-
wever, the treaty also allows
India to use the water from
these rivers in a “non-con-
sumptive way” — that is, ina
way that does not impede
the flow of these rivers into
Pakistan. Pakistan has ob-

Against the ﬂnw- he headrace turnel ofthe Klshenuanga project. The project taps the
Jhelum, a western river, and under the treaty, Pakistan may exploitits waters. «riLe proTo

Jjected to both these projects
on the grounds that they do
impedé the flow. In theory,
it is possible for India to vio-
late the treaty and impede
the flow of these waters in
such a way that it makes hy-
dropower projects by Pakis-
tan on the Jhelum and Che-
nab unviable (as Paki

already claims it does). Ho-
wever, the IWT has survived
wars between India and Pa-
kistan and it’s still specula-
tive if the Pulwama incident
rankles India enough to con-
sider violating the treary.

India and Pakistan’s water
sharing is governed by the

Indus Waters Treaty, which
‘was brokered by the World
Bank. Can India abrogate
this treaty?

B Neither India nor Pakis-
tan can unilaterally abro-
gate the treaty. Article 12 of
the treaty says: “The provi-
sions of this Treaty, or, the

provisions of this Treaty as
modified under the provi-
sions of Paragraph (3), shall
continue in force until ter-
minated by a duly ratified
treaty concluded for that
purpose between the two
governments.” The TWT is
about sharing of water of six
rivers — Indus, Chenab, Jhe-
lum, Beas, Ravi and Sutlej —
between India and Pakistan.

The two countries signed
itin 1960 under the leader-
ship of the then Prime Mi-
nister of India, Jawaharlal
Nehru, and Pakistan Presi-
dent, Ayub Khan, and was

brokered by the World Bank
after nine years of
negotiations.

Under the treaty, India
has control over water flow-
ing in the eastern rivers —
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej, while
Pakistan has control over
the western rivers of Indus,
Chenab and Jhelum.




