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‘Over 50% chance this

yr of normal monsoon

Early Indications
Rule Out Drought

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: There’s

‘1

morethan
a50% chancethe monsoon will __

benormalthis year, private we-

- ather agency Skymet said in a

~ “preliminary” monsoon fore-
caston Monday, thefirst by any

~agency thisvear.

Skymet said early indica-
tions were the 2019 southwest
monsoon would be in the lower
end of the normal range while
nearly ruling out a drought ye-

ar or excess rainfall.

The mon-

socnissaid tobenormal ifrain-
tall across India is 96 to 104% of
‘the long period average. Less
than 90% monsoon rainfall is

{over 50%) of normal
“monsoon. Chances
-of ‘below-normai’ -
monsoon also“h_igh e
» -Drought or excess
rainfall almost ruled out

» Detailed forecast in late

1 March or early April
——

popularly termed as a drought
year. “Thepreliminaryforecast
1s aimed at providing an early
indication of monsoon rainfall
SO as to give lead time to agenci-
es involved in preparing for the
season,” said G P Sharma, lead
meteorologist at Skymet.
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Skymet’s full forecast in

late March or early April
26 g

» Continued from P 1

5 % Thilekeepingtheprobability of anormal
t /% ° monsoonatmore than 50%), the forecast
v %' warned that therewasalsoasignificant

chanceof theJune-Septemberrainfall endingin
thebelow-normalrange (90t096% ). Skymet will
release a full forecast in late March or early
April, with separate predictions for India’s four
regions aswell asmonth-wiserainfall breakup.
The southwest monsoon from June to Septem-
ber provides nearly 70% of India’s annual rainfall
and 1s crucilal for the rural economy and the sum-
mer crop. The indication of normal rains should
bring cheer to the sector. While Skymet said the
marginof errorof itsforecast wastheusual 5% on

~ elther side, such early predictions usually suffer
from higher uncertainty because of what meteo-

rologists call the “spring predictability barrier”.
Dueto this barrier, weather models have a harder
time making accurate forecasts about the post-
spring season because of changing variables dur-
ing the spring. G P Sharma, lead meteorologist at
SKymet, however said, January-February data
had worked well for monsoon forecasts in the past.

Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in
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- Nowater shortage,
managementnot
adequate: Gadkari
INDIADOES NOT have
shortage of water but the
“management of wateris
notadequate, Union
~minister Nitin Gadkari said
on Monday.He made the
- comments at the National
Water Awards ceremony for
- 2018.“India does not have
shortage of waterbut the
management of wateris
not adequate.The need to
institute national-level
waterawards spanning
- across sectorswas strongly
felt to encourage people to
‘play theirrole in conserv-
ation of water” he said.
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