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iAllCleanGangaprO]ectsto be y70s

finished in next 13 months: Gadkari

. EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

- NEWDELHI|,FEBRUARY 27

Ganga movement will be com
pleted inthe next 13 months,and

as Finance Minister Arun Jaitley

‘ernments until 2014 had paid lip
| service to cleaning the Ganga. -

| Actual progresson this front
| has been made only in the last
| four years under the Narendr

| Modigovernment, Jaitley, speak:
ingataCleanGanga eventalong
.| with Gadkari, said.

placed the project at the top of

ALLPROJECTS linked tothe Clean

will benefit 97 towns and 4,465
. villages along the river, Union
‘Water Resources Minister Nitin -
.| Gadkarisaid on Wednesday,even

maintainedthatall previousgov-

Jaitley said: “This is because £
Prime Minister Modi has given
the scheme importance and

| his agenda, and thereisnobet-
| ter person to implement hisvi-
sion than Nitin Gadkari.Heisa
doer — when he' was in
“Maharashtra he was the one
~who built the Mumbai-Pune
highway, the first of its kind, with
- barely no resources. And this

Water Resources Minister] Nitin Gadkan and Finance Minister

Arun]altley inNew Delhion Wednesday

Praveen Khanna

was before Prime Minister (Atal
Bihari) Vajpayee had launched -
the Golden Quadrilateral.”

ay project was begun under

‘Gadkari as Maharashtra’s PWD

minister in the first Shiv Sena-
B_IP governmentin the state.
- Gadkari said, “The previous
initiativesto clean the Gangahad
“total allocation of less than Rs
4,000 crore between 1985 and
2014.Under the Namami Gange

. Programme (of Modi govern-

‘ment), this has been significantly

- scaled up to Rs 20,000 crore for
- the period 2015-20, with 100-

per -cent Central funding,”
Gadkan said. “Since 2014-15,

1’:~m0re ‘than Rs 5,650 crore have
eady been spent, and the mo-

- mentum has accelerated, with
- The Mumbai-Pune express-

‘the current year’s expenditure
‘exceeding Rs 2,305 crore so far.”
Hemaintained that 276 proj-
ects have so far been sanctioned
.at a total cost of Rs 27,748.17

~crore, of which 82 projects have

‘been completed.

_Gadkari said Namarmni Gange
pr-ogramme is designed to in-
«clude a “sustainable approach
‘based upon scientificstudies, the
first of itskind PPP [public-private
‘partnership] approach of Hybrid
 Annuity Mode and performance-
‘linked payments for sewerage

- projects”, among others.
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Stop Makora
- Pattan Dam

water flow to'
Pak: Pun]ab :

To stop India's river watér
share flowing to Palqsta.n,
Punjab government has
demandedfor releasing ofRs
. 412 crore from the Centertp
’ construct a dam at Makor’a
Pattan on Ravi-Ujj con-
glomeration and pressed
upon the center to accord it
anational project.

During a meeting with
the Union n‘umsterforWaﬂ;T
resources, road transport
and highways, Nitin Gad-
kari, Punj ab minister for rura'l
developmentand panchay
atTiipatRajinder Singh Ba]wa
and water resources minis-
ter Sukhbinder Singh Sarl
‘informed that with the con-
struction of this dam water
flowing to Pakistan could be
stopped and the statewould
‘be able to-use this water for
| irrigation purposes.

Informing Gadkari of
* details of the project pro-
posal both Bajwa and Sarkaria
said that a seven kilometer
channelwouldbe constructed
oo ca.rryﬂlroughﬂuswatex’to
put itputin Kalanaur Ram
| das Canal System to further
. utilisetoirrigate onelakh acre
" ofland a]:eadydevoxdoﬂrh—
_gation facilities.
~_Moreover, with this pro-
" ject the state government
‘would also be able to utilise
this water to provide clean
drinking water to 100 vil-
.. lagesand 6 townships of this
~ borderarea,added themm
_ isters. Both the ministersalso
.app ealed Gadkarito approﬁ/e
it as a national project and
release the reqmredﬁmdsso
astocompletethis projectin
.shorter span of time to stop
“water flow towards PakistAn
- thustobe useditin themter-
ests of the country.
- Giving in prin clple
fapprova] to thisproject, G
"kari asked the state gove:
‘menttosubmitthe Detalléd
‘Project Reportso thatall the
stechnicalities must beexam
medbetoreconstructmgtms
projectofnationalimportance.
Both Cabinet ministers also
asked Gadkaritodecide upon
the Center-State funding pat-
iter foralready approved pro-
.jectofstrengtheningand up-
gradanon of UpperBariDoab
“Canal. "Atpresentonly2.76
lakh hectare out of total area
. of5.18lachectarewasbeing
' irrigated, butwith the corn-
letion of this project the

' gation ‘system,"” they said.
‘Bajwa and Sarkaria also
. appealed the Union Minis-
“ter to extend the Jammii-
' Katra Express Highway pro-
jecttobeconstructedbythe
"center through Amritsar-
| Dera Baba Nanak and
~ Kalanaur. .. s
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| HT Correspondent 4 T %/

 letiers@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The western disturb-
ancethat caused rainand chilly
winds on Monday and Tuesday
willlikely continue till Thurs-
dayand another disturbanceis
expected onMarch2and3, the

. India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has said, highlight-
ingthe profusion of these extra-
tropical storms thathave hit
north-west India this winter.

. “Widespreadrain, snow
alongwithisolated thunder-
stormsand hailstormsare

- likely over Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand and scattered
to fairly widespread rainfall
withisolated hailstorms over

Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh during next

There'smany a twist;

24hours,” IMD’sbulletinon
Wednesday stated.

The disturbance made
Wednesday the coldestlate Feb~
ruarydayinatleastseven
years, IMD said, with day-time
temperature droppingto20
degrees Celsius, atleast six
degrees belownormal.

Strong surface winds speed
reaching 30-40 kmph gustingto
50kmph arealsolikely over
plains of northwest India, over
Haryana, Uttar Pradeshand
north MadhyaPradesh till

Thursday evening, IMD added.

The westerndisturbance on
March2and3, the15thofthe -
season, is likely to cause severe
weather againinnorthwest
India, butonly on those two

days.
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inDelhi winter ‘s tall
UNUSUALLY COLD : 1

The disturbance made Wednesday the coldest late
February day in at least seven years, IMD said
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IMD meteorologists said there
may only beamarginal andtem-
porary dropin temperature fol-

‘lowingit. “Weare expectingrain -

and thunderstormsinthenorth-
ern plains and snowfall in the
hills on March 2 and 3. The tem-
perature drop after the western

. disturbance passes willnot besig-
nificant,” said M Mohapatra,
director general of meteorology
atIMD.

“This could be the last chill of
the winter months, asaccording
tometeorological terms Decem-
ber, January and February are

considered the official winter

months. From March, the wind
pattern starts changing, paving
way for the summer season.
March is more of a transient
month in which we experience
both winter and summer type
temperatures,” said BP Yadav,
referringto Wednesday’s chill.
India usually sees five to six
western disturbances in winter.
Mohapatra explained the fre-
~ quency andnumber of disturban-
ces are high this year because of
the weakening of the Polar Vor-
tex. The disturbances develop

‘was99.

- ‘-——"17” " S MGk

due temperature difference
betweennorthern and southern
latitudes. They are moreintense
this time because of the higher
temperature gradient whichisa
result of the weakening of the

1'- Polar Vortex, hesaid. Polar Vor-

tex is a pocket of very cold air in

. thenorthern hemisphere which

liesnearthe polarregioninwin-
ter. Duetodisturbancesinitsjet
stream, cold air affects parts of
US. For example, thisyear large
parts of North America were
gripped by aninfluxof Arcticair.

IMD data since 2012showsthat
night temperature ‘hovers
between13and 15degrees Celsius
in the last week of February. It
has never dropped below 10
degrees over the past six years.
Themaximum temperatureran-
gesbetween 25and 32degrees Cel-
siusduringthelastsevendaysof

~ February.

'This year, average night tem-
peraturesince February20is11.8
degrees Celsius and averageday
temperature, 23.2-degrees Cel-
sius. The rain and strong winds
helpedsettle dustand blowaway
local emissions, taking Delhi’sair
qualityindex (AQI) tothe “satis-
factory” category, whichisarare
occurrence. According to the
Central Pollution Control Board
data, the overall AQI in the city
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